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Eucharistic Roles Protocol – Training 
(for use by recognized Local Church Seminarian Formation sites) 

 

Training and Forming Future Anglican Clergy Leaders 

In our current environment whereby lay and ordained people are learning about Anglican 

worship, questions have arisen, especially since the introduction of the BCP2019, about what 

liturgical roles are appropriate to the orders of ministry in which we function. Sunday 

liturgies are typically led by an Anglican Presbyter. Deacons, aspirants, Postulants and Lay 

leaders assist the Presbyter in facilitating the worship services.  

 

Western Anglicans has strongly encouraged the development of emerging clergy leaders at 

the Local Church level. Local Churches are the primary arenas where a call to vocational 

ministry is discerned and tested. Once an aspirant has committed actively to his or her own 

training and preparation for Holy Orders, a Postulancy Interview with the Bishop is 

scheduled. If the Bishop confirms the call to ordained ministry, the Aspirant is made a 

Postulant and then orients to making the necessary preparations to be educated and formed 

for Holy Orders. 

 

The diocese has also prepared a model for Seminarian formation (Seminarian Training 

Program) that takes place in and among the members of the Local Church. The Local Church 

that wishes to involve itself in this training process fulfills the expectations of these Mentored 

Modules for training emerging clergy and serves as a site for their education and formation.  

 

What follows is the Eucharistic Roles Protocol - Training that allows for greater flexibility on 

the part of the Rector or clergy supervisor of a Postulant, Ordinand or Deacon. The principles 

that guide us in this education and training process are: 

1. This guide is specifically designed for Postulants, Ordinands or Deacons who are 

actively preparing themselves for service as a Presbyter or vocational Deacon. 

2. Western Anglicans has developed customaries for vocational Deacons and Lay 

Missioners that specifically address those contexts when they are extending the reach of 

the Local Church to establish mission in an area that is distant from the Local Church’s campus 

or drawing area. Vocational Deacons and Lay Missioners charged with liturgical 

leadership will utilize those customaries instead of this Eucharistic Roles Protocol. 

3. In the diocese, we are actively engaged in recovering the ministry of the vocational 

Deacon and our efforts to train new clergy must carry with them the commitment to 

foster the ministry of the vocational Deacon who is resident in the Local Church. 

When a vocational Deacon is not present in the Local Church, the Priest as Celebrant  

would step into those roles, acknowledging that they are functioning liturgically in a 

classically Deacon’s role. 
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4. Postulancy is the season of active training, which involves education and formation as 

a future Anglican clergy leader. By education, it is expected that formal and informal 

educational experiences will be engaged, including seminary courses, reading and 

discussion, writing of papers, taking of exams, etc. By formation, it is expected that 

emphasis is on the link between ontology (being, relating, illuminating) and praxis 

(doing, practicing, trying) so that integration (growing, maturing, becoming) takes 

place. In short, combining education with formation allows the inner life to be 

outwardly expressed and the outward expression ever turns us toward the inner life 

of our devotion to Christ.  

 

It is in the season of Postulancy that the emerging clergy leader acquires clericals 

(vertical stripe in center of collar) so that they may minister publicly as a ‘deacon-in-

training’ or ‘priest-in-training’. This is the season when they begin to purchase their 

first set of vestments (cassock, surplice and alb with cincture). See page 4 for Vesting 

Guide 

 

5. Local churches that desire to serve as Seminarian Formation Sites, and I hope that 

every Local Church will have this desire, are provided with the LA Deanery 

Seminarian Training Program that outlines the basic expectations, the curriculum of 

specific mentored modules required of the postulant and guidelines for mentoring. 

This program is being piloted by the Los Angeles Deanery and will serve other 

deaneries who will be training emergent clergy locally. 

 

Note: 

1. Inasmuch as it makes sense in our current context, the Presbyter retains the key 

components of the eucharistic liturgy that convey his or her ‘shepherding’, ‘pastor-

teacher’ or ‘received apostolic’ function.  

2. The Deacon retains the Ministry of the Word, which is shared with the Presbyter and 

the missional function which models and calls people to the harvest field. 
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Local Church Seminarian Formation Site 

Eucharistic Roles 
 

Key for Chart  Standard = Normal rubrical practice 

   Italicized = May lead under these guidelines 

   Bold = Reserved for specific order 
 

Presbyter Deacon Postulant Musician 

   Hymnody 

Acclamation Acclamation Acclamation  

Collect for Purity 

(w/assembly) 

Collect for Purity Collect for Purity  

Summary of the Law Summary of the Law Summary of the Law (Priest’s 

discretion) 

 

Kyrie Kyrie Kyrie Kyrie 

Trisagion Trisagion Trisagion Trisagion 

Gloria Gloria Gloria Gloria 

Collect of the Day    

  Old Testament  

  Psalm  

   Sequence 

  New Testament  

   Gradual 

Gospel Gospel   

Sermon Sermon (if licensed) Sermon (Priest’s discretion; 

occasional) 

 

Nicene Creed w/assembly Nicene Creed Nicene Creed  

 Prayers of People Prayers of the People  

Collect ending Prayers of 

People 

   

Call to confession Call to confession   

Confession w/assembly Confession w/assembly Confession w/assembly  

Absolution    

Comfortable Words Comfortable Words  With Musical Setting 

The Peace The Peace The Peace  

Offertory Presentation    

Sursum corda    

Sanctus   Sanctus 

Consecration    

Lord’s Prayer w/assembly Lord’s Prayer Lord’s Prayer  

Fraction    

Humble Access 

w/assembly 

   

Agnus Dei   Agnus Dei 

Distribution-Paten Distribution-Chalice Distribution-Chalice  

Post Communion Prayer 

w/assembly 

   

The Blessing    

Dismissal Dismissal   
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Vesting Guide 
 

Clergy and Clergy-in-training (postulants) wear clergy attire which are referred to as 

Clericals. Clericals are worn whenever someone is actively serving and representing Christ 

and His church. Clericals include: 

▪ Black Clergy Shirt and collar with dark slacks and shoes 

▪ Black Cassock, either Anglican or Roman style. 

For worship services, a white surplice is worn over the cassock and which is often referred to 

as ‘Choir Dress.’ For Eucharistic services and functions associated with serving in the 

sanctuary with the priest, a cassock-alb and cincture are worn. 
 

Postulants are encouraged to acquire both clericals and vestments for worship services as a 

part of their formation as clergy leaders-in-training. The following guide is intended to assist 

the postulant by answering questions about what to purchase and where it might be 

purchased. The supply houses indicated are reliable, but it may be possible to purchase these 

same items at a clergy supply house in your community or online. 
 

As a Postulant: 

Clericals   

1. Clericool Collar (Almy) or Acetate Collar (Wippell) 1 ¼” height (with 

vertical stripe on clergy collar) 

2. Black Neckband clergy shirt (either short or long sleeved) 

3. Buttons (you will use 1 of each) 

▪ Simple collar button (Almy) (either gold or silver-for the front of the 

shirt) 

▪ A button that is mechanized – pivoting collar button tear drop 

(Almy) or hinged collar button wing top (Almy) 

4. Black Cassock – Either Double breasted Anglican with cincture band or 

single breasted button down (Wippell) or Roman Southport or Anglican 

Southport (Almy) 
 

Vestments 

1. Clergy Surplice – Style #7 (Wippell) or Old English Surplice (Almy) 

2. White Cassock-Alb – Almy or Wippell 

3. Rope cincture 
 

Websites for Clergy Supplies 

Almy.com 

Wippell.com 

Autom.com 

Gaspardinc.com 

Cokesbury.com 

chagalldesign.com
 


