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Diocese of Western Anglicans 2018 Lay Candidate 

 

Dawn Craft 

As a result of much encouragement, support, and prayer I am 

submitting my name as a candidate for election to the Executive 

Committee of the Diocese of Western Anglicans. 

I was baptized as an infant in an Episcopal Church. I primarily 

attended a Presbyterian church in Kensington, Maryland where I was 

also confirmed as a teenager and married Jim. Jim and I have been 

married 37 years and are the parents of 3 children, Amy, Paul, and 

Tom. 

Our family started attending Christ Church of the Ascension in August 2005. It was the 

true beginning of my spiritual transformation. I became totally engaged through services, 

sermons, adult education classes and church community activities. Father Semon was a catalyst 

in my relationship with God and I was confirmed in spring 2006. Jim and I, without hesitation, 

stepped out in faith to join the Christ Church Anglican community in Phoenix, AZ. 

Christ Church Anglican required many spiritually-gifted individuals to create a God-

inspired community for all coming to the Anglican faith. My ministry focus in both the church 

and work is serving children of all ages and families. Teaching teens, serving as a nursery 

volunteer, creating a Children’s Ministry Manual and developing an annual Children’s Volunteer 

Orientation helped meet some vital needs in the new church. I have also been on the Christ 

Church Anglican Vestry for 2 terms and as Vestry Clerk. Recently I have served as a Diocese of 

Western Anglicans Christ Church Anglican Delegate and Vestry HR Chair.  

I humbly offer my experience and gifts to work on behalf of God’s community and the 

mission vision for the Diocese of Western Anglicans. 

Dawn Craft 

Christ Church Anglican Church 

Phoenix, AZ 

 

 

 



Diocese of Western Anglicans 2018 Lay Candidate 

 

Robert A. Sperling 

I was born 1950, in Toledo, Ohio and baptized June 11, 1956.  Our 

family moved to Long Beach California and attended All Saints 

Episcopal Church (now All Saints Anglican Cathedral) for a short 

while before moving to Buena Park.  Six years later, 1963, we moved 

to Salt Lake City, Utah and attended St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for 

several years before leaving in the 1980’s and entering the “Christian 

Wilderness”.  I married my wife, Julie, a devout Lutheran (Missouri 

Synod), in 1990.  In 2000, we adopted two children from Kazakhstan, Tastan and Elmira.  

In 2013, Julie found a website for St. John’s Anglican Church in Park City, Utah.  I made 

the twenty-five-mile trek to St. John’s about twice a month.  Then in 2014, St. John’s made the 

move to Salt Lake City, leaving us with a membership of about twenty.  I became a regular 

member making the two-mile trek weekly.  In 2016, I was elected to the Vestry and became 

Secretary.  When our Priest left in July of 2016, I was made Chairperson of the Rector Search 

Committee.   At the same time, the Lord led us to The Diocese of Western Anglicans, truly a 

Blessing.  In December of 2017, two of our Vestry Members left the Church and I was named 

Treasurer.   I also began conducting services every three weeks.   In November of 2017, Fr. 

James Linton and his family visited Salt Lake City as the first stop in his search for a Church.  

After a “beautiful courtship”, Fr. Linton celebrated his first service at St. John’s on August 5th.  

The Lord has truly blessed us with Fr. Linton and his family.   

I am a graduate of the University of Utah, with a Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering 

and an M.B.A.  I worked for several employers over my career before retiring in 2013, from the 

Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities, having worked there for 14 years.  I was the 

Manager of the Water Design Team where I supervised seven employees, worked with 

contractors and managed a budget.  

I am currently the Assistant Boy’s and Girl’s Swimming and Tennis Coach at West High.  

I work out for an hour-and-a-half each week day, try to catch up on a multitude of home projects 

and try to do some reading.    I also dealt with prostate cancer in 2015, having both a 

prostatectomy and radiation treatment.  Again, the Lord has blessed me with an absence of 

cancer. 

It is my intent to be a candidate as Lay Member on the Executive Committee of the 

Diocese of Western Anglicans.  I’ve considered the commitment necessary and feel I can make a 

positive contribution to the Diocese. 

Robert A. Sperling 

St. John’s Anglican Church 

Salt Lake City, UT 



Diocese of Western Anglicans 2018 Clergy Candidate 

 

Brian Miller 

 

 

I am humbly submitting my name to be considered for election to the 

Executive Committee as a clergy representative during the 2018 Synod: 

House of Delegates.  I am currently finishing a one-year term on the 

Executive Committee in which I completed an incomplete term for a 

clergy member vacancy of our diocese.  Like many of you, I was 

unsure about what being on the Executive Committee would entail.  

Thankfully, I found the atmosphere and focus to be Kingdom oriented!  There was honesty, 

intentionality and a clear seeking of the Holy Spirit throughout our meetings.  In other words, it 

was not just another meeting to add to an already busy calendar. 

I am part of our Rocky Mountain Deanery and have been serving Christ Church Anglican 

in Butte Montana for a little over 11 years.  I was drawn deeper into a relationship with Jesus 

Christ over 25 years ago through a Cursillo weekend.  I pursued a call to ministry soon 

thereafter.   I finished my undergrad in Elementary Education and moved to Ambridge 

Pennsylvania.    I was ordained under Bishop Duncan in 2001, after graduating from Trinity 

School for Ministry.  I served in Episcopal Churches in San Angelo, Texas and three small 

parishes in Glendive, Miles City and Forsyth Montana.  Since then, I joined the Anglican Church 

and became Christ Church’s first rector.  As a shepherd, I long for authentic relationships, a 

dynamic incorporation of the Word of God and prayer that leads us to the Heart of Jesus for the 

peoples of this earth.  My passions also include my family (three children ages 18, 15, 11 and a 

future family: fiancé with her two children), youth ministry, outdoor recreation (backpacking, 

skiing, fly fishing, hunting) and martial arts (Taekwondo, Judo, Hapkido).  The common threads 

among these activities are a desire for genuine relationships and a sense of adventure!    

Your Servant in Christ, 

Fr. Brian R. Miller 

Christ Church Anglican Church 

Butte, MT 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diocese of Western Anglicans 2018 Clergy Candidate 

 

Father Pete Forbes 

 

I have journeyed from Roman Catholicism (at a very young age) to being a 

congregational Baptist to joining the Anglican Church in North America 

during its formation in 2009. Prior to this, I served in lay ministry at 

Saddleback Community Church in Lake Forest California while completing 

my bachelor’s degree in religious studies at Vanguard University in Costa 

Mesa. After departing from the “mega church movement,” I enrolled at Fuller 

Theological Seminary to complete my master’s degree. It was during that 

time that I—with my wife, Julie—joined St. James Anglican Church in southern California where I was 

later called into discernment for ordained ministry. 

I was ordained in 2012 by Bishop William A. Thompson and served as a transitional deacon at St. 

James while seeking God’s direction for future ministry. I was ordained to the priesthood in 2013 and 

soon after called to relocate to Tucson Arizona. Julie and I “parachuted” into Oro Valley, AZ and we 

began the slow process of building relationships with the hope of forming a new congregation. After 

inviting and regularly meeting with others in our home we have been blessed to see the growth of Christ’s 

ministry here. King’s Cross Anglican Church meets on Sundays at a ballroom dancing studio in Oro 

Valley.  

Our members are actively involved in ministry throughout the Tucson area, in schools, at the 

University of Arizona, in hospitals, neighborhoods, and even in local government. Our plan is long-term, 

to nurture and grow disciples while developing a vital Anglican parish here in southern Arizona. We are 

also focusing on lay leader training, to plant new churches as the Lord equips and sends.  

As a church planter in the diocese of Western Anglicans I bring experience that is vital to the 

growth and outreach of our work in the west. I am currently serving the completion of a one-year 

appointment filling a clergy vacancy. I humbly put my name forward to serve a three-year term on the 

committee, looking forward to working for the greater glory of God in our diocese.   

With Christ as Lord,  

Fr. Pete Forbes 

King’s Cross Anglican Church, Oro Valley, AZ  

Kingscrosstucson.org 

 


