
 

 

 

 

BASTROP CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

NEWSLETTER ~ SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

Pastor’s Perspective 

 

The greatest thing about Bastrop Christian Church is you! Yes, YOU! Ok, I can hear someone say, “No, it’s Je-
sus.” Jesus is the reason why BCC exists, but YOU are His body. You are his hands and feet. He has given you His own 
self to live within you so that you can be Jesus in this world.  

The American church culture is one that relies heavily on programs, current fads and trends, flashy images, 
and I don’t want to say gimmicks, but sometimes gimmicks work their way to into our 21st century evangelism tactics. 
I believe the heart behind it all is pure and noble, but it completely ignores the greatest asset in the Church. Simply 
put: People. 

My favorite image of the Church is the image of the Church as a banquet or feast. Jesus uses this imagery to 
describe the Kingdom of God on occasion throughout the gospels. Through you and I, Jesus is hosting a feast and the 
whole world is invited. Through our worship gatherings on Sunday mornings, the Church gets to play host to all of 
God’s invited guests. 

When people attend the feast, they find themselves sitting next to other invited guests. Have you ever been 
invited to a banquet and found yourself sitting at a table with people you didn’t know? I have, and there have been 
times of long awkward silence, and other times when I felt like I knew the people longer than just that evening. 

When new people attend worship with us, it can be an intimidating time. Some people may be coming into a 
church for the first time in their life. They don’t know the customs. They don’t know the language. They don’t when to 
stand or sit. They don’t know if what they are wearing is appropriate. They don’t know what a hymnal is. They don’t 
know the Old Testament from the New Testament. They may not know things that we take for granted; such as the 
nursery being next door or that there are no restrooms in our historic sanctuary. They may wonder, what in the world 
is B.L.A.S.T.? Where do my kids go during that time and who are they with? All of these things and so much more are 
the reason why you are the greatest thing about Bastrop Christian Church. 

You are on the front lines each and every Sunday. It can be nerve wracking to sit next to new people. To have 
names to learn. To partake in small talk before the worship service begins. The Good News is this: you have not been 
given a spirit of fear, but of power, love and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). God intends to open doors for you to exer-
cise your spiritual gifts each and every Sunday when you walk into the building and sit down next to someone that 
you may know very well, or someone you have never met before in your life. The church, is people interacting with 
each other as the Holy Spirit dwells in the midst of our praises. Will you open yourself up to letting God use you on 
Sunday mornings? To be the best host for Jesus’ feast? Let it be so for all of us. Amen. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Ben 



 

ANNUAL  FALL  WORK  DAY 

 

This is a bi- annual event to get together and “get some things done”  

Sprucing up the grounds and doing some planting. 

Maybe organize the kitchen 

Re-decorate a Sunday School Room 

Clean out a storage area 

AND...EAT A MEAL TOGETHER! 

                     October 8th 

                    (rain date the 15th) 

This is your Property and In Reach Committee at work! 

 

 

                                   IT’ S  ANOTHER  TENT  REVIVAL!!! 

  Coming  October  16th! 

 

Mark your calendars!  Invite friends and family! 

Old fashioned hymn singing, preaching, and food! 
 

 

 

     This is your Worship and In Reach Committees at work! 



 

C H I L I   C O O K O F F 

And   

V A R I E T Y  S H O W 

 

                 Sunday evening  November 6th  at 5:30 

 Theme will be a Texas version of  

 THE GRAND OLE OPRY 

 

 We need banjo players, harmonicas, guitars for an evening of  

“Pickin’ and Grinnin’”with a little song and dance thrown in! 

 

Prizes awarded to Hottest, Most Unique and BEST ALL AROUND chili! 

 

 

CHOIR  HAS STARTED UP  AGAIN! 

After a much needed break, Joseph , our di-
rector, and the choir have resumed rehearsals 

on Wednesday evenings at 7:15! 

No auditions necessary! 

Give us a try!! 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 

 

Will be starting at Step One 

Beginning September 25th 

 

Leaders are Cal and Carol Clark 

They would love to tell you more 
about this program that heals those 

who are hurting 



 

HALLOWEEN TRAIL OF TREATS 

OCTOBER 31st 

5pm—8pm 

Starts at the Library and will continue to the park 

Local businesses and churches will host booths with games and treats 

FUN FOR ALL THE KIDDIES! 

 

LABOR OF LOVE 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who participated in our 4th LABOR OF LOVE project!!! 

Our Youth helped paint an entire house for some German missionaries who have 
move here to bring the gospel to Austin and disciple young people. 

A big thank you to Tamara Burns for heading up this project.   

And great work Youth!!   

 

 

FUN *  FELLOWSHIP * DEVOTIONAL 

Elementary youth and parents, be on the look out for information on a  

Fall Fun Fellowship day. It will be on a Sunday in  October.  We will have lunch 
and create crafts to take home and to the nursing homes.   

Contact Leslie Scheiffer  at  hersheylds@yahoo.com 



CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

 

September 25—Celebrate Recovery begins new 12 step program—4 pm 

October 8—Fall Work Day—9 am 

October 16—Tent Revival and Fellowship Meal—4:30 pm 

October 30—Youth Sunday in Worship service—10:30 am 

     Followed by a Soup for Sale fundraiser! 

November 6—Chili Cook Off and Texas Opry Night—5:30 

December 18—Christmas Program in Worship—10:30 am 

December 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—7 pm 

December 25—Christmas Day Worship—10:30 am  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

SUMMARY OF SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING 

 

Committees  individually gave an up to date report on projects and events: 

Worship talked about the upcoming Tent Revival, Youth Sunday and Christmas schedule. 

Property reported on the new AC/Heating unit to be installed in the sanctuary and the new step                                        

being added just below stage area. 

Outreach  reported on all the missions we, as a  church, are involved in and support financially. 

In Reach reported on the purchase of some nice fabric tablecloths being purchased for special events 

and the date of Chili/Talent night 

Christian Ed reported on the success of the Labor of Love projects and Brittney, as Youth Director, re-

ported on the last fundraiser “Soup’s On” to follow worship on Youth Sunday, Oct 30. 

Business/Personnel reported on the new configuration of the Treasurer Position being divided into 

teams. 

The Nominating Committee has almost completed its slate of new  Deacons for 2017 and the Budget 

Committee will meet at the Pape’s house on  Wednesday, Sept 14, at 7 pm to work on the budget for 

2017. 


