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NEWSLETTER ~ NOVEMBER 2016 

 

How do we properly give thanks? In a couple of weeks, many of us will gather with fami-

ly and friends, around some delicious food, all under the guise of “giving thanks”.  Some families 

have a tradition of going around the family circle, giving each person a chance to name the things 

they are thankful for – God, family, America, food, the Cowboys (aka America’s team), and all of 

our material possessions that make our lives comfortable. It is proper for us to always give 

thanks through our words. In my morning prayer times, the first thing usually out of my mouth 

is, “Thank you God!” Thank you for a new day. Thank you for my amazing family. Thank you 

for the opportunity to live in Bastrop and to worship at BCC. Thank you! Thank you! Thank 

you! A thankful heart can’t help but to overflow in words of praise to God.  

Going a step further, proper thanks-giving begins in words and culminates in action. I 

heard a story about 5 years ago about a particular Starbucks, where a person decided to pay for 

the coffee for the car behind them in the drive-thru. The employees were astounded as a chain of 

paying for the car behind them lasted for around 8 hours! Can you imagine that? Those who are 

thankful, live thankfully. They just can’t help it. You don’t have to think about it. I love the 

words of Psalm 23, “My cup overflows” – Have you ever tried to walk from point A to point B 

with a full cup? We all know how that goes. Every step is calculated. You walk as judiciously as 

possible (points to me for using the word judiciously). If you are like me, it doesn’t matter how 

careful you try not to spill – inevitably the inner clutz will make his appearance. In grand fash-

ion! 

God wants you to walk as clumsily as possible with your full cup. He wants you to spill on 

others. He wants you to be messy, uncalculated, and liberal with what he has given to you. Let us 

examine our lives. How are we living thankfully? For all that God has done for us, how do we 

honor Him with our lives? 

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 

through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. (2 Corinthians 9:11) 

    Grace & Peace, 

    Ben ><> 



 

 

 

A Joyous Christmas 

An evening of music that will inspire our hearts, bring hope and joy in this wonderful season 

  and remind us all that there is beauty and peace in this world. 

 

The Program will include: 

A 100 Voice Mass Choir 

Soloists 

First United Methodist Church Bell Choir 

Audience Participation 

 

December 17, 2016 

  6:30 PM – 8:00PM 

Jerry Fay Wilhelm Center for the Performing Arts 

Bastrop County continues to work its way back from an extended period of disasters and recoveries. We 

have seen the strength and resiliency of families, businesses, churches and communities that have pulled 

together to rebuild and help wherever help was needed.  The admission for this program is free, however 

we are requesting an offering of love from all who attend. We will also gladly accept donations from busi-

nesses, organizations and others in the community.  All funds raised for this event will benefit the work of 

the Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team. The BCLTRT continues to work with individuals and fami-

lies that have been affected by a series of disasters in Bastrop County. We hope the proceeds will help 

with these needs. 

Bastrop First Assembly of God  |   Trinity Zion Ministries   |   First United Methodist Church  |   Bastrop Christian Church   

Macedonia First Baptist Church   |   Mt Rose Missionary Baptist Church  |   First Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1242 ~ Bastrop, TX 78602 

A WONDERFUL COMMUNITY  CHRISTMAS PROGRAM FOR 

YOU TO ENJOY!  Mem bers from  our  ow n choir  w ill be par tici-

pating. Paul Pape as  Emcee!  Mark your calendars for this one!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SLEEP OVER IN THE STABLE  

This year our BCC Christmas Program will be a combina-

tion of the adult choir and a children’s play. The play tells of 

the birth of our Savior through the eyes of the animals that 

witnessed it! 

We hope to include as many of our youth in various parts of 

the program, such as instrumental, singing, and as a char-

acter in the play itself. 

The adult choir will provide a musical piece or two through-

out the play. 

There will be congregational participation with many of the 

songs. 

 

This will performed on 

DECEMBER 18 

During morning worship 



 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

A date will be set for this at November Board Meeting.  Tradi-

tionally, it has been at the front of the month, first or second 

Sunday. 

We will be voting on the 2017 Budget  

and the new slate of officers. 

 

SUMMARY OF OCTOBER BOARD MEETING 

 

Ben reported on hospital visitations to many of our congregation and the bless-

ing of a new member, Diane  Edwards, and the prospect of a couple of others 

that want to join soon. 

Treasurer reported the A/C unit replacement cost was  $8,115.71. 

Committee Reports: 

Worship w as gearing up for  the Tent Revival and w as planning a m eeting to dis-

cuss plans for Christmas Eve and Day services.  Youth Service was well underway. 

Property reported on a good turn out for  W ork Day and a lot accom plished on 

the building as well as the grounds.  We had about 25 workers. 

No reports from other committees at this time. 

Old Business—Doug Benson reported the Nominating Committee had it’s new slate of offic-

ers for 2017.  We will vote on them at the November meeting. 

New Business—Carol brought forward the Veterans RED/WHITE/BLUE Banquet.  It was 

approved to buy  a table. 


