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Pastor’s Perspective 

 

 It’s no real secret that I am a fan of classic rock. Yes, my parents raised me right! I was recently    
thinking about the 1985 song “Centerfield” by John Fogerty. 

 

   Put me in coach, I'm ready to play today 

   Put me in coach, I'm ready to play today 

   Look at me, I can be, Centerfield. 

 

Fogerty, on a break from Credence Clearwater Revival, was initially nervous about this fusion of rock 
& roll with baseball. Amazingly, this song has become a tremendous fixture in our culture. 

 

The song begins with a lively series of claps, which often serve as participation prompts for the home 
fans at ballparks across the nation. The lively chorus is often played in-between innings. I even read that the 
entire song is nearly on a loop at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. 

 

We are in a wonderful season at Bastrop Christian Church – such energy, growth, and excitement! It 
might seem easy to take a posture of observation or watching. If you’re new to the church, you might won-
der where your place to serve is. Let me joyfully suggest that our Heavenly Coach wants each of us to take a 
spot on the field. Church functions best when we step into the batter’s box for our turn at the plate. 

 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting to-
gether, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

•Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) 



A New Year 

 

 As we settle in to year 2020, whether or not you are one of those who makes 

“resolutions”, let’s all challenge ourselves to look closely at just what makes 

Bastrop Christian Church tick! And what part do we play?  

 Almost 5 years ago, the Board looked at instituting a new Committee Struc-

ture. The intention being to divide up the business, work, and service  side of the 

church in hopes that its members would feel encouraged to get involved and there-

fore, further bind ourselves to each other by serving  together in a community of 

faith. In other words, being the “hands and feet” of our Lord, both inside these 

church walls and taking it outside as well. 

  The Board approved the following Committee structure: 

 

WORSHIP ~ Responsible for providing all aspects of our Sunday service, as well 

as special services throughout the year.   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ~ Responsible for providing and/or overseeing to the      

curriculum for adult and children’s Sunday School, B.L.A.S.T., Bible Studies, VBS,   

Youth Activity, and Nursery Care. 

IN REACH ~ Responsible for planning and overseeing the kitchen during Fellow-

ship Meals, providing help to our members, as needed, through the Martha Minis-

try, visitations to hospital or homes, sending cards or flowers, and special benev-

olences as the need arises. 

OUTREACH ~ Coordinates with outside non-profits within the community, such 

as Food Pantry, Pregnancy Center, Soup Kitchen and many others. Finding crea-

tive ways to reach out to others in need and sharing our resources to support 

them. 

PROPERTY  ~ Responsible for maintaining  our facilities, the sanctuary, Educa-

tion building and church grounds/garden, and the many types of equipment it re-

quires to do so. 

BUSINESS ~ Overseeing the banking, finance matters, and  insurance policies. 

Working with the Treasurer, IT and telecommunications.  Handling any requests 

for renting our facilities, or contracts of any kind. 

 You’ve often heard it said,  “many hands make light work”! If each of us 

bring our individual gifts and talents to the table we all benefit from it.  To capital-

ize on Dustin’s baseball analogy, we can’t all be the star pitcher, but the pitcher 

can’t win the game by himself!  It takes team work from all the players.   

 Please prayerfully consider joining a committee  or offering yourself as a         

resource person, sharing your particular skills to further the ministries of BCC. 

               THANK YOU, from your Church Board ! 



                   BCC  HISTORY  PAGE 

     

     Did you know?  By Virginia Sissom 

Our current church sanctuary was not the first meeting place where the original BCC members gathered 

for services? 

Even though Bastrop Christian Church’s present sanctuary’s construction dates back to 1895, church     

historians (the Holts, the Sharps, and the Ritz families) found evidence our church was meeting much        

earlier.  

Here’s some history: The exact date of Bastrop Christian Church’s establishment is not recorded.       

However, while searching through Bastrop’s 1850 U.S. Census and through signatures on Bastrop County 

marriage licenses between 1850 and 1860, the name of the first recorded “Minister of the Christian 

Church” in Bastrop, Texas emerged. He was a local evangelist named Wright H. Rutherford.   

In the early 1850’s, Bastrop Christian Church, aka, Disciples of Christ members had no regular meeting 

place in Bastrop, so Pastor Rutherford had to be creative, conducting services outdoors in “brush arbors” 

or in other spaces made available by locals. By 1857, municipal records show that Bastrop Christian 

Church utilized a courtroom space for their Sunday services.   

Then in September of 1867, Bastrop County deed records show a small rock building, located on the lot 

where our current church now sits, was purchased at a tax sale and in turn sold to the church for one  

dollar by church member, Mr. H.K. McDonald.  Mr. McDonald and other church members then donated 

funds, bought items, and made the building ready for regular BCC services. 

By 1892, records in “The Yearbook of the Disciples of Christ” show Bastrop Christian Church as having 

100 members along with 108 pupils being taught in Sunday School.  This shows they were outgrowing 

their “rock house” meeting place.  So, long before the first nail was driven to begin construction of a new 

sanctuary, funds had to be procured to purchase building materials.   

As usual, the church women and their culinary abilities played an important role in the church. This time, 

it was in fund raising.  After holding many “oyster suppers”, “ice cream socials”, bake sales, and other 

fundraising events, the church was finally able to make preparations to build a new sanctuary.   

An 1895 article in The Bastrop Advertiser about the upcoming new structure 

stated, “The new Church will be a handsome structure and an ornament to 

the City [of Bastrop].”  

 (the photo represents women’s attire in the mid to late 1800’s) 

 

Next time, I will explore for you the features and thoughtful designs that 

went into building the sanctuary that is still in use to this day by BCC.  



B C C  HISTORY  PAGE (cont) 

 

Did you know?   

 In 2003,  the “Decorations” Committee was formed to choose paint colors, flooring, and fixtures 

for the  new Education Building.  At that time, one of the members, Linn Macejewski, comment-

ed that wouldn’t it be nice if we could match the stained glass from the sanctuary  for the new 

building? It was then that Maxine Stuver said, “well we just happen to have a member who does 

stained glass, maybe we can see if that’s possible!”   

And, VOILA!,  Mac and Fran Ellis, agreed to take on the job!  They even went further with the 

idea and created the beautiful three cross piece that is above the double doors leading into the 

Hall. A total of 12 pieces in all! 

 

 Mac and Fran have faithfully attended   

 Bastrop Christian for 20 years!   

  

 Their labor of love will live on long after  

 they’re gone!     

  

 THANK YOU,  MAC and FRAN! 

 

  WE  LOVE  YOU !!!          

 

 

  

                 

  

 

 

  

 



 

A NEW SECURITY TEAM 

 

 

 The Church Board empowered an ad hoc committee to address Security in both 

buildings.  Several men volunteered to attend a training session in Schulenburg and bring 

back information and guidelines to   follow. There is now a Security Policy Folder in the 

office for anyone wishing to look at it. 

 “Today’s churches must be prepared for a variety of threats and security emergen-

cies. Developing appropriate policies and response procedures for the sole purpose of cre-

ating a safe and secure worship environment is essential.  The initial step in developing se-

curity awareness is to ensure an informed and knowledgeable church body. Congregants 

should maintain general awareness and report suspicious individuals or situations.” 

 There was an invitation given to the congregation for any persons who would be in-

terested in being a part of our Security Team. The first meeting was January 26, following 

Worship.  It is not too late to be a part of this or to share your ideas with one of its mem-

bers, or Elder, Joel Brown, currently the head of the Team. 

        

        Meanwhile, above all, we need to adopt this mindset: 

 BE AWARE:   SEE something? HEAR something? ………………….SAY something!!! 

  

 As these new policies are being put in place, what we can do for our own safety, is 

use “the buddy system”.  When any group is using the facilities during the week, be sure 

to lock the doors after all that are attending are inside. When leaving, go out in pairs or 

more. It’s not wise to continue conversations while congregating outside.  Recently, the 

evening Ladies Bible Study was over and one of the women, who left by herself, was  ap-

proached by someone asking for money which unnerved her a bit.  It might still have hap-

pened, even if there were two or three, but at least they would feel safer not dealing with 

it alone. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GARDEN COMMITTEE would love to add your name to their roster! 

After the SPRING WORK DAY, we are wanting to assign an area of 

the garden to an individual or partner team to maintain it, and 

keep it looking nice and weed free, trimming and/or pruning when 

necessary. We have a budget to work within to accomplish this.   

If you are interested in helping with this, please speak to  

Virginia Sissom, Vicki Benson, or Doug Perry. 



        

 

 

 

SPRING ALL CHURCH WORK DAY 

February 22 at 8:30 

Lunch Provided 

PROJECTS: 

   Lay new pavers in garden path 

    Create concrete steps from the balcony  

      Weed garden and lay mulch / Relocate and plant a new plants 

 

C h I l I   cook off 

                February 29—5:30  

Followed by an evening of fun 

HEE  HAW STYLE !  

  If you want to be included in the line up, send an email to bastropcc.office@gmail.com 

with details of what you plan to do and approximate length.  We will also be asking for    

volunteers to pop up out of the cornfield and deliver a joke or funny quote which can be 

provided for you. 



 

A Ladies Tea          

(age minimum 10 years old) 

Date: April 25, 2020  

Time: 2-4 pm 

Place: Fellowship Hall 

Dress: Sunday Best ~ Hats Optional 

Tickets: $5.00  

Raffle Tickets for Door Prizes  

$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 

Proceeds will go to  

BASTROP PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER 

 

   



CALENDAR FOR THE YEAR  

( Will update as events are added) 

 

FEBRUARY  

22 ~ SPRING WORK DAY  

29 ~ CHILI COOK OFF and HEE HAW SHOW 

 

MARCH 

29 ~ 5TH SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

 

APRIL 

12 ~ EASTER BRUNCH AND FLOWERING THE CROSS 

25 ~ LADIES TEA 

 

MAY  

9 ~ URBAN FORMAL DANCE 

31 ~ 5th SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

 

JULY  

VBS ~ Date to be announced 

 

AUGUST 

30 ~ 5TH SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP  

 

OCTOBER 

24~ FALL WORK DAY  

 

NOVEMBER 

NO 5TH SUNDAY MEAL !  Due to Thanksgiving Weekend 

 

DECEMBER 

6 ~ ANNUAL HOLIDAY MEAL  


