
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASTROP CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY  NEWSLETTER ~2016 

 

Pastor’s Perspective 

 

The most common compliment that I hear from visitors who attend worship, for the first time, is that 
BCC is so welcome and loving. People feel comfortable and at home when they enter our doors for the first 
time. This is truly a ministry of the people. You play a large part when it comes to whether or not visitors 
come back for a second Sunday. Now, of course, it is not guaranteed that every visitor is going to come 
back for a second and third visit just because people are welcoming and loving – but it certainly increases 
the chances. 

I probably don’t have to say it, but I will. Not every church out there is as welcome and loving as 
BCC. It is not easy to create the kind of environment and culture that we have. If we could bottle up the en-
vironment and feeling at BCC and sell it, we could probably auction it on eBay for a healthy amount of cash 
– but we know it cannot be bought. Being a welcoming and loving congregation is a direct result of the 
presence of the resurrected Christ living in our hearts – which moves us to welcome others in the same 
manner that He has welcomed us. 

All this being said, let us not become complacent. I want to encourage us to take things to the next 
level. Thinking of our worship service like a heavenly banquet is not that far fetched. The center of our wor-
ship service is the Lord’s Supper. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells a parable of a wedding banquet. Jesus is 
the master of the banquet and he sends us, his servants out to invite others to the feast.  The master tells his 
servants, “Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be 
full” (Lk. 14:23).  

What does the next step look like for us? As we look around on Sunday morning – we see new fac-
es, we see people that we don’t know. Some of us have been around for a while and change can be kind of 
hard. It can be tempting to want to hold onto a congregation where everyone knows everyone – well 
friends, let me just tell you that I’ve been in churches of 40 and 60 people, and people didn’t really know 
each other then. If you look around at the average small church in America, it has the feeling of a Jr. High 
lunchroom where kids sit with the same group – week after week – cliques. Never making an attempt to get 
to know someone else. 

Jesus’ command to the church is to break out of the clique mindset. When we see new faces, the 
challenge for us is to scoot over and invite them to sit next to us. Introduce yourself. Ask them if they have 
any questions. If they have kids, tell them about B.L.A.S.T., or the nursery. If you go out to lunch with a 
group, invite them. Invite them to the Bible study or fellowship group you are a part of. This is taking 
things to the next level. This is taking that welcoming and loving atmosphere and putting more substance to 
it. At the Table of Jesus, let us move over. Make space. Include. Invite.  

 

Grace & Peace, 

Ben 



SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

A very special worship service is being planned for Friday evening of March 18! 

A Seder Meal , also known as Passover, will be taking place in the  Fellowship Hall.  A special min-

istry group called “The Chosen People”, will come and help us set up, prepare, and take us on 

this wonderful “journey”. 

 

You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn about this very important history of our Lord’s 

people.  The perfect “preface” to celebrating 

Resurrection Sunday! 

Easter comes early this year!  March 27th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of January Board Meeting 

Minister Report—Ben expressed how well the Deacon’s Training went.  A strong group of collabo-

rators.  He also expressed his gratitude at being a part of a loving, caring, and giving congregation. 

A Men’s Group will begin meeting on January 11, at 6:30 in his home. 

BLAST—Leslie reported the youth will be stuffing the “Blessing Bags” for homeless on Jan 17. 

OB—Doug Benson made motion to move $20,000 from General Fund to Memorial Fund. Motion 

carried. 

Carol Clark shared that 4 tickets for Celebrate Recovery Training Seminar have been bought. 

Property to research getting a long step installed just below Communion table area. 

NB –Vick read several Thank You cards from Nursing Home residents for the Christmas gifts. 

Brian Desaulnier brought forward that Bastrop County had been chosen to host approx 40 people to 

assist the Long-Term Recovery Team.  If we know of anyone  still in need to direct them to call. 

 



MINISTRIES (cont.)  

 

YOUTH (Cont.)  

 

Brittney, our Youth Coordinator,  is preparing to introduce our youth to a SUPER SUMMER—

YOUTH CAMP!  It w ill be  7th grade through senior  high.  She has attended these in  

the past and says they are AWESOME!  It will be in latter part of June at the University of Mary 

Hardin Baylor in Belton, Tx.  Watch and listen for information on this to be forthcoming soon. 

There will be several fundraising events the youth will take part in to help offset the cost.  There will 

also be opportunities for anyone interested to sponsor a youth.  Let’s do our part by supporting their 

fundraising events in any way we can! 

 

 

                                                                   COMMITTEE FAIR   

Thank you one and all w ho w ere able to  take  part in our  Com m ittee Fair  on January 

31st.  Many of you signed up in the areas you wish to participate in and asked questions about the 

individual ministries listed within. It’s not too late for anyone who was unable to attend!!!  The 

Boards are still up for you to look at and ask questions of.  Please contact the facilitators and ask to 

be added to their contact list. 

We hope we’ve  made it clear that these committees are not so much about “meetings” as they are 

about participation in the various ministries of BCC.  By signing up, you are letting the facilitator 

know that you have an interest in a particular part of that committee ministry.   

                        “Many hands make light work”!    And we work for the LORD! 

 

Property—Building maintenance, gardens and landscape,  decorations. 

Worship—Special services, music, scripture reading, greeting 

Christian Education—Sunday School, B.L.A.S.T., Bible Studies, Youth Activities 

In Reach—Fellowship Meal planning, Martha Ministry, Adult Recreation,  Sending of Cards 

Outreach– Missions, Celebrate Recovery, VBS 

Business/Personnel—Managing Staff, Insurance, Finance 

 

 

 

 

 
 



MINISTRIES 

 

Choir/Music     B.L.A.S.T.       Sunday School   Gardens  Martha Ministry 

 

 VBS         Youth                Sing A Long  at  Nursing Homes 

       

Celebrate Recovery     Sound System        Scripture Reading         Bible Studies  

 

            In Home Communion                           Signing to Song 

 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

This from our Sunday School Super: 

 

Before moving on to our February news I must say a huge thank you to everyone who 
donated to help make our homeless ministry mission a huge success. Thank you to all 
our youth and helpers who helped everything go smoothly. We handed out almost all of 
our items to help local people in need. What a blessing to share the love of our Lord with 
so many people! 
 
February 28th is the date of our monthly visit for Elementary and Junior High Sunday 
school classes to help deliver communion to our local nursing homes. Please try to be 
on time to Sunday school so we can leave promptly at 9:30.  
Thank you!  
 
February Activity - "Service of Love" 
 
On Saturday February 13th our youth will be completing a small job for our wonderful 
church members or someone they know that could use the service. 
We will return back to the church around 12:00 for lunch and then the junior high and 
high school kids will go over to Sandra and Glenn's for dinner, fun games and a devo-
tional. Times and more details will come as this event gets closer. 
 
Please find the sign up sheet on the information board in the education building as you 
walk in and sign up for a small job our youth can do for you!  
Some examples- rake the yard, clean a bathroom, mop, do the dishes ect. 
Let our youth serve you with a gift of love! 
 
Lastly, I have changed our youth bulletin board into an information board for all things 
youth! Please try to check it every now and then so you will know what is going on in 
Sunday school, B.L.A.S.T and in Youth Activities. Hoping this will help keep everyone up 
to date on what we are doing! 
 
Any questions please feel free to contact me at anytime, thank you! 
 
Leslie Schieffer 512 925 2967 
Hersheylds@yahoo.com  

tel:512%20925%202967
mailto:Hersheylds@yahoo.com

