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From the Pastor’s Heart to Ours
We are so thrilled to be here in Bastrop! Our spirits are overjoyed at God’s leading to serve at Bastrop Christian
Church. Now, if you’ve met or experienced our family in any capacity, you know we are a rather large bunch. I often
describe all of us as more like a zoo than a circus. Allow me to explain.

A zoo has a variety of creatures of all shapes, sizes, and personalities. You
never quite know what might happen when you visit the zoo. The animals might be
lazy or they might be playful. They might mosey up to the glass, or they might hide far
from sight. But we go anyway, eager to be awed by our Creator in all the littlest ways.

A circus is something altogether different. Sometimes when folks mention
the word “circus” it gives off a hint of calamity, disorganization, and chaos. Yet, the
circus is a well-oiled, well-choreographed machine. It involves intricate planning,
creativity, and practice. There is tremendous teamwork, trust, and camaraderie.

The church, at her best, is a mix of both the
zoo and the circus. We are unique collection of folks with unique talents, each
of us gifted by our Creator. We have distinctive shapes, sizes, personalities,
and we bring all that with us as part of the Church. And while our goal should
never to be entertainment, performance, or price gouging, we should aim for
unity, service, and displaying the wonder of God in our midst.

Our family has been to quite a few zoos in our day. We just recently went to the circus in Giddings. It was hot,
dusty, and a such a blast! A few days later, our youngest child, Fisher, decided to re-enact the circus in one of the
church classrooms for Doug Perry and I. Fisher was acting as the M.C., the ringmaster of the whole ordeal. When we
asked him if that was his title, he frankly told us, “No guys. I am a servant.” Amen, Fisher. May we all be servants.

“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” •1 Peter 2:9-10

A PAGE FROM HISTORY
“Time Began in a garden”
The picture below is of Gladys DuBois. It was her vision that gave us the garden we
enjoy today. She thought of it as an “outdoor sanctuary”. Here is why.

“It haunts me that our church doors have to remain locked. Since the sanctuary is
no longer available for people seeking solace and comfort, the solution is to create a
memory garden. After the garden was finished, I arrived at sunrise one Sunday
morning for some quiet time. I looked
t

toward the cross at the back of the
garden, and to my surprise a lady
was kneeling there. Her long black

hair glistened in the scattered sun
rays, she had a shawl around her
shoulders. Her head was bowed and
she portrayed a finite soul reaching
for infinity. This impressive scene
touched me and I silently slipped
away. But, I departed knowing I had

experienced an omen as to the future
of our church Memory Garden.
May it be to God’s Glory!
A granite stone plaque has now been
placed there in Gladys’ memory
memory.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Terry Moore, the current Chair, along with the committee
have been working on a host of things involving our time
of Worship together. Like tweeking our bulletin cover!
It is now in color! Also, the content, where things are within it, to make it
more user friendly, especially for any visitors to know about weekly events
versus monthly, or special events coming up.

~~~~~
They’ve worked with Bonnie Mano of Outreach to implement a Moment for
Mission to keep the congregation up on all the ministries and missions that
BCC supports both in time and financially.
~~~~~
This year’s Fall Revival Event is shaping up to be an awesome gathering. As a
matter of fact, the title “An Autumn Gathering” is the name they’re considering. Other churches and pastors are being invited to take part; making it a two
day event of music and messages of God’s love and grace. The dates are October 9 & 10, but stay tuned for more information via fliers and Facebook!

~~~~~
The Gospel singing group The McMillan’s will bless us again on September 29
during Worship! They may have given up touring but they will never give up
singing! They will be in Bastrop for a special one weekend event at the Opera
House September 27-29, with their good friend Terry, who will perform with
them. So, Terry invited them to bless us during Worship with their voices and
love of God.
~~~~~
Joseph, our music director, is beside himself with all the new voices in the
choir! If you have been wanting to join the choir, but think there’s no room,
think again! Trust Joseph to have a solution….rehearsals can be conducted
with choir sitting in the pews! So, come on! What are you waiting for? We will
be starting our Christmas music soon and the choir will have their Christmas
Program on December 15.

B.L.A.S.T.
Bible Learning and Spiritual Teaching
Ever wonder what’s going on next door when the children are
dismissed while we greet one another?

They are praising the Lord
In song, and signing!
This song happens to be
called “Father Abraham”.

Then they divide by age and
Get the lesson and enjoy crafts!

Even the
youngest get special
attention!
Glenn Davis is just an old
softie!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
75 % CLUB WINNERS For July and August
July ~ Eddie Mills, Deacon Bartee, Samuel Bingaman
August ~ Eddie Mills, Deacon Bartee, Samuel Bingaman, Colton West

MEDAL WINNERS FOR MEMORIZING BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

Eddie added his own spin
By memorizing them
Backwards!
Four more winners
from last Sunday
are Ruth,
Josephine, Whitney and
Taylor

CONGRATULATIONS!

GOOD JOB !!!

PROPERTY

Our Property Committee is so blessed to have several retired “handy men”
who can address all the issues a 120 year old sanctuary can throw at them!
I know the Bartee’s will agree with this as they settle in to their new home in
historic downtown Bastrop.
In between the ongoing, ever present, property issues of our church buildings
and grounds, this Committee has 2 big events a year. THE ALL CHURCH WORK
DAY!!! The next one is scheduled for OCTOBER 19. Watch for more details in
future bulletins and Facebook. In Reach will partner with them to provide a
hearty lunch for all the workers.

GARDEN COMMITTEE
“Many hands make light work!”
If you are interested in being a part of keeping our lovely “outdoor
sanctuary” looking its best, please speak to Doug Perry, Barb Pape, or Vicki
Benson. We are in need of persons who prefer to work at their own pace and
time of their choosing.

In Reach
Where would we be without In Reach always feeding us?
First, they came up with the idea of a 5th Sunday Fellowship Meal that is
always a good way to get to know those we share a pew with, but they are

always so ready to partner with the other committees to provide a meal.
Their latest idea was the Ladies Tea, which will definitely be repeated.
And of course, Martha Ministry is always there to provide meals for parents of
newborn twins, or people convalescing, and funerals.
On September 7, from 1-3, they are hosting a reception to welcome in to
our family, the Bartee’s. On September 28, they are hosting a Bridal Shower
for Briley Richards, daughter of Ben and Julie.
December 8 is the Holiday Meal that will follow the Worship service.
Thank you In Reach for your willingness to serve others!

Who’s Job is it?

This is a little story about 4 people named
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure Somebody would do
it. Anybody could’ve done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that
because it was Everybody’s job! Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done!
Paul Harvey would say….True Story!

IT’S FALL Y’ALL !!!

Okay, so we’re a bit ahead of ourselves, BUT….not by much! And

now, hold on to your hats, ‘cause it’s full steam ahead with Back to School
parties and dances, and other Youth activities, Choir rehearsals, All Church
Workdays, not to mention the usual holiday happenings with Thanksgiving
and Christmas! Slowly, you’ll begin to see the Fall decorations come out
and by Advent, the Christmas! It’s a wonderful time of the year!!
Here’s how the church calendar is looking at the moment:
September

7th ~ Back to School Dance for Youth ages 12 & up
15th ~ Back to School Party for K through 6th grade
28th ~ Bridal shower for Briley Richards
29th ~ Special Worship with the McMillan’s Gospel Singing followed by
the 5th Sunday Fellowship Lunch
October
9th –10th ~ Autumn Gathering –Fall Revival
19th ~ ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
November
Nothing scheduled at this time
December
December 8 ~ Children’s Play followed by Holiday Meal
December 15 ~ Christmas Choir Program
December 24 ~ Candlelight Service (time to be determined)

