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Helen Keller was born on June 27th 1880. At 19 months she contracted an illness, possibly scarlet 

fever or meningitis, which left her deaf and blind. Despite her disabilities, Helen excelled through 

what others saw as insurmountable obstacles. With the help of her beloved teacher, Anne Sullivan, 

Hellen proved to the world that people who are deaf and blind could learn to communicate and be 

major contributors to society. She not only learned how to live with her disabilities, but learned how 

to use her disabilities to learn in unique ways. She was the first deaf–blind person to receive a 

Bachelors of Arts degree and went on to become a prolific author and lecturer. She was once asked, 

“Is there anything worse than being blind?” Hellen replied, “The only thing worse than being blind is 

having sight but no vision.” She was a visionary. She was able to see or imagine, what many others 

weren’t able to see. Her vision kept her pressing forward through the difficulties and triumphing over 

trials.   
 

The Italian renaissance sculptor Agostino d’Antonio worked diligently on a large piece of marble. 

Unable to produce his desired masterpiece, he lamented, “I can do nothing with it.” Many other 

sculptors also worked this difficult piece of marble without success. But when Michelangelo 

discovered the stone, he saw the possibilities in it that no one else could see. His vision resulted in 

one of the world’s masterpieces – David. 

 

The prolific inventor Thomas Edison discouraged his friend, Henry Ford, from pursuing his fledgling 

idea of a motorcar. Convinced of the worthlessness of the idea, Edison invited Ford to come and 

work for him. Ford, despite the invitation, remained committed and tirelessly pursued his dream. 

Although his first attempt resulted in a vehicle without reverse gear, Henry Ford knew he could make 

it happen. He went on to build one of the most successful auto companies in the world.   

 

Let’s not forget our friends Orville and Wilbur Wright. One day, their father brought home a toy 

helicopter for the boys made of paper, bamboo, and cork. A simple rubber band to twirled its rotor. 

Orville and Wilbur played with the helicopter until it broke, and then built their own. In later years, 

they pointed to their experience with the toy as the spark of their interest in flying. Journalists, friends, 

armed forces specialists, and even their father laughed at the idea of an airplane. “What a silly and 

insane way to spend money. Leave flying to the birds,” they jeered. As a result, a place called Kitty 

Hawk, North Carolina, became the setting for the launching of their “ridiculous” idea. On December 

17th 1903, the brothers made the first powered flight in the Wright Flyer I. Today, we traverse the 



world in hollow aluminum tubes because of the vision of a couple young men who didn’t receive 

high school diplomas. 
 

How about missionary Jim Elliot? He had a vision to give his life away to an unreached people group 

deep in the interior of Ecuador. And give his life away he did. Elliot along with Ed McCully, Roger 

Youderian, Pete Fleming, and their pilot, Nate Saint were killed by 10 Huaorani warriors on January 

8, 1956. At the age of 29, Elliot left behind a young widow, a baby daughter, and volumes of 

personal journals written over many years. Those journals have been published and I would highly 

recommend them to you. Listen to Elliot’s vision as written in his journal, “Father, make of me a 

crisis man. Bring those I contact to decision. Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me a 

fork, that men must turn one way or another when facing Christ in me.” 

 

Later he wrote, “I pray that the Lord might crown this year with His goodness and in the coming one 

give you a hallowed dare-devil spirit in lifting the biting sword of Truth, consuming you with a 

passion that is called by the cultured citizen of Christendom ‘fanaticism’, but known to God as that 

saintly madness that led His Son through bloody sweat and hot tears to agony on a rude Cross - and 

Glory!” 

 

Perhaps most familiar are Elliot’s words, “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain 

that which he cannot lose. When it comes time to die, make sure that all you have to do is die.” His 

vision kept him pressing forward.  
 
WHAT IS VISION? 
 
That’s an interesting question. If you asked 10 different people, you might very well receive 10 

different answers. The same would probably hold true if you were to ask 10 different pastors. Vision 

is simply imagining the future and intentionally and proactively living in light of that hope and 

dream. 
 
WHY IS A VISION IMPORANT? 
 

Vision answers the question, “What does God want us to do?” We need to answer that question with 

clarity, consistency, and creativity. Vision fuels focus and direction. It provides us with a picture of 

what the mission will look like as it is realized within our Body of believers. If we don’t have a goal 

or destination in front of us as a church, the default tendency is to stay the same. A nowhere plan 

always leads to a nowhere destination. A wise man once told me, “If you always do what you’ve 

always done, you’ll always have what you’ve already got.” The theologian Thomas Jefferson 

similarly said, “If you want something you’ve never had, you must be willing to do something you’ve 

never done.” A clear vision helps us get out of the ruts of complacency and keeps us moving forward 

with intentionality.    
 



Having said that, a vision is useless if it remains only on paper. Church letterhead, Church mailers, 

Church websites, Church t-shirts, Church bumper stickers, and the like are where vision statements 

go to die a thousand deaths if the vision isn’t embodied by the members. Many Churches have pithy 

vision statements, but have never connected the hands and feet of the congregation to the vision – so 

it goes nowhere. It’s been said that vision without execution is hallucination.  

 

A church without a clear, compelling, and embraced vision will soon see that it does most of what it 

does for itself. In other words, the natural pull for every local church is to circle the wagons; to 

become insular; to exist for itself. But Jesus has called the Church to be a beacon in the world; to 

radiate God’s glory near and far. A congregation can be a major agent of change both in its 

community and around the world if it has a clear vision for the future. 
 

A. Vision encourages unity.  
B. Vision creates energy. 
C. Vision gives focus and direction. 
D. Vision enhances leadership. 
E. Vision promotes excellence. 
F. Vision sustains ministry.1 

 
IS IT BIBLICAL TO HAVE A VISION? 
 

God certainly caught Abraham’s attention with His vision for him. Moses writes, “Now the Lord said 

to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” Genesis 12:1-3. 
 
Just three chapters later, in Genesis 15, God speaks to Abraham saying, “Fear not, Abram, I am your 

shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you 

have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word 

of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir 

(God told Abram the end of the story).” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, 

and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 

be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness” Genesis 15:1-6. Though 

Abraham never lived to see the fruition of Genesis 15, he believed God and lived in light of His 

promise! 
 

                                                
1 Aubrey Malphurs, Developing a Vision: What Kind of Church Would We Like to Be? (ChristianityToday.com), July 
2007.  



It’s possible the “joy” that Jesus looked forward to while enduring the cross was the vision of His 

return to the presence of His Father in Heaven (cf. Hebrews 12:2)  John MacArthur notes, “Jesus did 

not run His race of faith for the pleasure of race itself, though He must have experienced great 

satisfaction in seeing people healed, comforted, brought to faith, and started on the way to spiritual 

growth. But He did not leave His Father’s presence and His heavenly glory, endure temptation and 

fierce opposition by Satan himself, suffer ridicule, scorn, blasphemy, torture, and crucifixion by his 

enemies, and experience the misunderstanding and denial of His own disciples for the sake of 

whatever few pleasures and satisfactions He had while on earth. He was motivated by immeasurably 

more than this. Jesus ran for two things, the joy set before Him and sitting down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.” 2 Jesus prayed in the Garden just hours before His death, “I glorified you on earth, 

having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own 

presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed” John 17:4–5. 
 
CAPE BIBLE CHAPEL’S VISION 
 
Cape Bible Chapel exists to be a gospel-centered community of worshippers on mission to make and 
multiply disciples of Christ in our neighborhoods, among the nations, and of the next generation.  
 
Our identity and our purpose are included in our vision statement: 
 

A. Our Identity (to know Christ): 
Cape Bible Chapel exists to be a gospel-centered community of worshippers… 

 
B. Our Purpose (to make Christ known) 

on mission to make and multiply disciples of Christ in our neighborhoods, among the nations, 
and of the next generation.  

 

Any vision or strategic plan that a local church embraces should only seek to serve the Christ-

established, non-negotiable mission of the Church. We are to worship, reach the lost, make disciples, 

and equip growing believers to repeat the process. To pursue any other ministry agenda is to become 

something other than the Church of Jesus Christ. But knowing what to do and how to do it aren’t the 

same thing. As a Pastor and as the Elders, we have to prayerfully develop a strategy for fulfilling the 

great commission in the place, with the resources and through the members that the Lord has 

entrusted to us. In other words, we have to determine how to contextually flesh out the Christ-

established, non-negotiable mission of the Church. We must consider how to do the Lord’s work, the 

Lord’s way, for the Lord’s glory, in the place the Lord has assigned us.     
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 John MacArthur, Hebrews, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1991), 380. 



Our vision encompasses: 
 

A. Worship which fuels or overflows into ministry (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15) 
B. Reaching the lost with the Gospel (cf. Mark 16:15, Matthew 28-18-20) 
C. Discipling / equipping believers in the gospel (cf. Ephesians 4:12) 
D. Reproducing reproducers throughout the world (cf. 2 Timothy 2:2) 

 
 
I. WE BELIEVE THE GOSPEL (CROSS) SHOULD BE AT THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING WE DO. 

Cape Bible Chapel exists to be a gospel-centered… 
 

Before we say anything about what it means to be gospel-centered, we need to be clear about the 

gospel message itself. In the simplest of terms, the gospel is the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

that accomplishes redemption and restoration for all who believe. In his earthly life, Jesus fulfilled 

the law and accomplished all righteousness on behalf of sinners who have broken God’s Law at 

every point. In his death, Jesus, the perfectly righteous sacrificial substitute, atones (pays) for our sin 

debt, satisfies the wrath of God, and obtains forgiveness for all who believe. In his resurrection, 

Jesus’ victory over sin and death is the guarantee of our victory over the same in and through Him.3 

 

Therefore, to be gospel-centered means that the gospel is our greatest hope and boast (cf. Galatians 

6:14), our deepest longing and joy (cf. Psalm 51:12), and our central message. It means the gospel 

is what defines us as Christians, unites us as brothers and sisters, transforms us as believers, and 

sends us as God’s people on mission. We don’t ever graduate to something beyond the gospel. 

There is nothing greater, nothing fuller, nothing deeper, nothing more spiritual, and nothing more 

advanced than the gospel.  
 

Having said that, there is a universal danger of forgetting what is most important. In other words, it 

is very possible to be gospel-centered on paper, but not be gospel-centered in practice. We can be 

busy doing many things, wonderful things. But if we miss the gospel, we miss everything. The 

gospel must be central, of first importance, to everything we do.  
 

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Paul writes, “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 

to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast 

to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that 

he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 
 

Before we can talk about how to live the gospel-centered life, we have to identify what our life is 

centered on right now. We’re all living lives centered on something. But is it the right thing? Here 

are some questions to ask yourself, “What is the main thing in your life? What are you most 
                                                
3 Joe Thorn, Gospel-Centered, http://www.joethorn.net/blog/2009/08/11/gospel-centered.  



passionate about? What consumes your thoughts, dominates your vocabulary, governs your actions, 

and is the basis for your decision making?”4  
 

If we are to be gospel-centered individuals and a gospel-centered church, we must start with never 

ceasing to be amazed by the mercy and grace we have been shown by God. We have to have a 

keen awareness of who we once were and how great a salvation we have been given. Do you 

wake in the morning and stand in awe that God would save a wretch like me? To the degree that 

we are overwhelmed by the mercy and grace demonstrated at the cross, our lives will reflect the 

mission of the cross in the world in which we live.  
 

If we had to distill what it means to be a gospel-centered church, I would say: To be gospel-

centered means that we do everything we do in reliance upon the gospel, out of an overflow of the 

gospel, and with the hope of displaying the gospel. 
 
 

II. WE BELIEVE GOD HAS DESIGNED US TO LIVE AND MINISTER WITHIN A COMMUNITY OF 
LIKE-MINDED BELIEVERS. 
Cape Bible Chapel exists to be a gospel-centered community… 

 

Though each Christian has a personal relationship with God, that relationship is not individual or 

private. The Christian faith is not intended to be lived in isolation. We were made for community -

relationship with God and with each other. The local church is not merely a place that we attend 

but a people to whom we belong. The Bible calls us members of the Body (cf. 1 Corinthians 

12:12-31) with the expectation that we contribute to the Body for the glory of God and the good 

of His people. Gospel-centered community is a radical call amid a culture of mere attendance and 

casual involvement. It involves mutual love, care, consistency and authenticity as we seek to 

adorn the person and work of Christ with our lives.5 
 

While the world celebrates independence, the Bible celebrates interdependence. When the gospel 

is central in our lives, we long for and discover unity with other believers in the local church, not 

because of any cultural commonality, but because of our common faith and Savior. It is within 

this covenant community, if the community itself is gospel-centered, that we experience the kind 

of fellowship that comforts the afflicted, corrects the wayward, strengthens the weak, and 

encourages the disheartened.6 
 

We want to be a critical mass all aimed in the same direction. Using our unique giftedness to 

accomplish a singular goal – the exaltation of Christ (worship) and the proclamation of Christ 

(mission).   

                                                
4 C.J. Mahaney, The Cross-Centered Life (Colorado Springs, CO: Multnomah Books, 2002), 19-20. 
5 The Village Church.  
6 Joe Thorn. 



III. WE BELIEVE EXUBERANT WORSHIP IS THE GOAL OF OUR LIVES AND THE FUEL FOR ALL 
MINISTRY. 
Cape Bible Chapel exists to be a gospel-centered of worshippers… 

 

Our vision is not just a call to ministry and mission; it’s a call primarily to worship that overflows 

in unbridled service to the Lord. Another way of stating that is: Love for Christ will always extend 

itself to others. Gratitude for God’s loving pursuit of you will lead you to pursue others with the 

gospel that they might taste and see the grace of God in the person and work of Jesus Christ.   
 

John Piper begins his book Let the Nations Be Glad with the necessary reminder: 
 

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship 

doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. Worship, 

therefore, is the fuel and goal in missions. It’s the goal of missions because in missions we 

simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of 

missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God… But worship is also the fuel of 

missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can’t 

commend what you don’t cherish. Missionaries will never call out, “Let the nations be glad!” 

who cannot say from the heart, “I rejoice in the Lord… I will be glad and exult in thee, I will 

sing praise to thy name, O Most High” Psalm 104:34; 9:2. Churches that are not centered on 

the exaltation of the majesty and beauty of God will scarcely kindle a fervent desire to “declare 

his glory among the nations” Psalm 96:3.7 

 

Worship is the occupation of heaven. Begin practicing now what you will be doing for all 

eternity. David said, “Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the 

Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is 

to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made 

the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! Ascribe to 

the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! Worship the Lord in 

the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth” Psalm 96:1–9. 
 

Worship is the oil that the wick of missions burns. Paul said, “For the love of Christ controls us, 

because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for 

all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died 

and was raised” 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. He also reminds us, “I have been crucified with Christ. It 

is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” Galatians 2:20. 

                                                
7 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1993), 11-12.  



I. WE BELIEVE THE GOSPEL (CROSS) SHOULD BE THE AT THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING WE 
DO. 

 
II. WE BELIEVE GOD HAS DESIGNED US TO LIVE AND MINISTER WITHIN A COMMUNITY 

OF LIKE-MINDED BELIEVERS. 
 
III. WE BELIEVE EXUBERANT WORSHIP IS THE GOAL OF OUR LIVES AND THE FUEL FOR ALL 

MINISTRY. 

 

CLOSING BENEDICTION 

 

As we bring our corporate worship to a close this morning, hear this benediction from the Psalmist, 

“Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell 

of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among 

all the peoples! For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods” 

Psalm 96:1-4. And all God’s people said, “Amen!” Go in peace! 

 

 


