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Matthew 7:6 

 

Let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. Let me encourage you to stand, if you have the 

ability. Matthew, recording Jesus’ teaching, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pens the 

following words: 

 

Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and 

with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your 

brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your 

brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck 

out of your brother’s eye. Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before 

pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. Matthew 7:1-6 

 
I. WHILE WE ARE NOT BE JUDGMENTAL, WE MUST BE DISCERNING.  
 

Jesus always called a spade a spade. He referred to Herod Antipas as ”that fox” and the 

hypocritical scribes and Pharisees as “whitewashed tombs” and a “brood of vipers”. In our text for 

this morning, Jesus affirms that there are some individuals who act like animals and may, therefore, 

be accurately designated as “dogs” and “pigs”. We oftentimes think of Jesus as roaming around the 

countryside preaching the gospel of the Kingdom to anyone who would listen. It is probably more 

accurate to say that Jesus was the most discriminating (free from sin and prejudice) of all preachers 

in terms of what He taught and who He taught. 

 

In the context of Matthew 7, we are instructed not to judge others in a way that is hungry to expose 

faults while quickly over looking our own. Jesus calls this hypercritical spirit, hypocrisy. But neither 

are we to ignore sin when we see it and pretend that everyone is the same. Both extremes are to be 

avoided. Spurgeon once said, “The saints are not to be judges, but neither are they to be 

simpletons.” As believers, we aren’t to be judgmental, but we are, without a doubt, called to be 

judicious.   
 

Jesus employs three metaphors in the text before us this morning – Pearls, Dogs, and Pigs.  
 
 
 
 



II. THE GOSPEL IS A PRECIOUS PEARL.  
 

Pearls were regarded as precious stones in Jesus’ day. They were found in the Red Sea, the Persian 

Gulf, and the Indian Ocean. Pearls were often priced way beyond the purchasing power of the 

average person and in order to obtain a pearl of great value, a merchant might have to sell all his 

possessions. In Matthew 13:45-46 Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search 

of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought 

it.” The use of pearls was meant to be a figure of speech for that which is of supreme worth or 

value. 

 

D.A. Carson notes, “It is no accident that Jesus speaks of pearls and not gravel. The man in this 

scenario is in possession of great wealth. Interpreting the metaphor, we learn that the good news 

of Jesus Christ, with all of history and revelation pointing to it, really is a priceless treasure. It is 

wonderful beyond words. All physical wealth pales in comparison. Nothing is more important 

than to have my sins forgiven and to be accepted by God; and nothing is more wonderful than the 

way God has accomplished this by sending His own Son to die on my behalf. Nothing, absolutely 

nothing, is richer or more important or of more consequence than that.”1 

 
 

A. WE ARE CALLED TO FREELY PREACH THE GOSPEL TO ALL MEN.  
 
In Romans 10:17 Paul makes it clear that “faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 

word of Christ.” Likewise Jesus instructed His disciples saying, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” Matthew 

28:18-20. This is a commission given not only to vocational ministers of the Word or 

missionaries serving in a foreign field. Every Christian, without exception, is called to be an 

ambassador for Christ (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:20). J.C. Ryle once said, “A converted man does not 

with to go to heaven alone.” As you share the gospel, keep the following two principles in 

mind: 
 

WHEN YOU SHARE THE GOSPEL, KEEP THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING (John 4:1-26) 
 
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing 

more disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), he left 

Judea and departed again for Galilee. And he had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a 

town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 

well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 

about the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

                                                
1 D.A. Carson, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: An Exposition of Matthew 5-10 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1978), 113. 



drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said 

to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews 

have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it 

is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 

you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 

gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, 

“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I 

will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 

spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 

that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your 

husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, 

“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you 

now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I 

perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 

the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those 

who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that 

Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus 

said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” John 4:1-26 
 
WHEN YOU SHARE THE GOSPEL, PROCLAIM, DON’T DEBATE (Acts 17:16-34) 
 
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw 

that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout 

persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Some of the 

Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this 

babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because 

he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the 

Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? For you 

bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 

Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing 

except telling or hearing something new. So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: 

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and 

observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who 

made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 

made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 



himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one man every 

nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and 

the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 

toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for “‘In him we live 

and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed 

his offspring.’ Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 

gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he 

has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” Now when 

they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you 

again about this.” So Paul went out from their midst. But some men joined him and believed. 

Acts 17:16-34 
 
We aren’t called in Scripture to debate non-Christians. There isn’t a single passage in the Bible 

that calls us to debate an obstinate scoffer. What about 1 Peter 3:15, you say? Peter writes, “But 

in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

respect” 1 Peter 3:15. 
 
 

B. WE ARE NOT CALLED TO CONTINUE OFFERING IT TO THOSE WHO REJECT IT.  
 
DOGS – TURN AND ATTACK 
 
In biblical times, dogs were seldom kept as household pets like they are today. Except for those 

used as working animals to herd sheep, dogs were largely half-wild mongrels that acted as 

scavengers. They were dirty, greedy, snarling, and often vicious and diseased. They were 

dangerous and despised, for they would often attack. Dogs represent those who are savage, 

snarling haters of truth and righteousness. 
 
PIGS – TRAMBLE WHAT IS PRECIOUS 
 
Pigs were considered by Jews to be the epitome of uncleanness. A Jewish person would never 

have tried to domesticate a pig. Most of the pigs they encountered were, like the dogs, wild 

animals who foraged for themselves, often in garbage dumps on the edge of town. Similarly to 

scavenging dogs, wild hogs were greedy, vicious, and filthy even by ordinary pig standards. If 

you came between a hog and their food you were suceptable to being trampled by their tusks 

and sharp hooves. The word Trample (katapate÷w - katapateo) figuratively means to treat 

contemptuously. The idea is to spurn, to reject with disdain, treat with rudeness and insult, or 

thoroughly despise someone or something. Jesus pictures hogs trampling the pearls with their 



feet, thus treating them with utter disdain. Pigs represent those who are impure or coarse, and 

are incapable of appreciating the priceless jewels of Christianity. 

 

Jesus sketches a picture of a man holding a bag of precious pearls, confronting a pack of 

hulking hounds and some wild pigs. As the animals glare hungrily, he takes out his pearls and 

sprinkles them on the street. Thinking they are about to gulp up some bits of food, the animals 

pounce on the pearls. But disillusionment swiftly sets in as the pearls are too hard to chew, 

quite tasteless, and utterly unappetizing. Now enraged, the wild animals spit out the pearls, turn 

on the man and tear him into pieces.2  

 

Dogs and pigs represent those who, because of their great perversity and ungodliness, refuse to 

have anything to do with the holy and precious things of God except to trample them under 

their feet, and turn and tear God’s people to pieces. Jesus’ point is that certain truths and 

blessings of our faith are not to be shared with people who are totally antagonistic to the things 

of God. Such people are spiritual dogs and pigs, who have no appreciation for that which is 

holy and righteous. They will take that which is holy, the pearls (the rarest and most valuable of 

jewels; (see Matt. 13:45-46) of God’s Word, as foolishness and as an insult. It’s interesting to 

note that the same light that melts wax turns clay into stone.  
 

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES 
 
1. Jesus and the hard-hearted Jews 

Jesus did not give all of His teaching to everyone who happened to be listening. In Matthew 

11:25 Jesus prayed, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden 

these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children” When the 

disciples asked about why Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables he replied, “To you it 

has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 

given. This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing 

they do not hear, nor do they understand” Matthew 13:11, 13. Likewise, in Matthew 15:14 

Jesus said of the Pharisees, “Let them alone (leave them); they are blind guides. And if the 

blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” The disciples were instructed not to try and 

convert them. 
 
2. Jesus’ instructions to the Disciples 

Jesus said, “Whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there 
until you depart. As you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. And if anyone will not 
receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that 
house or town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town” Matthew 10:11-15. 

                                                
2 Sam Stoms, Matthew 7:1-6. 



 
3. Jesus before Herod  

Luke writes, “When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see Him, 
because he had heard about Him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by Him. So he 
questioned Him at some length, but He made no answer. The chief priests and the scribes 
stood by, vehemently accusing Him. And Herod with his soldiers treated Him with contempt 
and mocked him” Luke 23:8-11. 

 
4. Paul in Corinth  

    Again, Luke records, “When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied 
with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. And when they opposed and 
reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own 
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” And he left there and went to 
the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God” Acts 18:5-7. 

 
Jesus is not saying we should withhold the gospel from certain people we regard as unworthy of it; 

but He does recognize that after sustained rejection and reproach, it is appropriate to move on to 

others. Wise Solomon reminds us that there is a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to “keep 

silence, and a time to speak” Ecclesiastes 3:7. Like Paul, we must then say, in effect, “Your blood be 

upon your own heads! I am clean” Acts 18:6. When people not only reject the gospel, but insist on 

mocking and reviling it, we are not to continue giving dispensing pearls in an attempt to “win them”. 

 

It’s important to note that “dogs” and “pigs” aren’t terms used for unbelievers in a general sense, 

but rather defiant, persistently hateful, and vindictive unbelievers. Calvin once said, “Dogs and pigs 

are names given not to every kind of debauched men, or to those who are destitute of the fear of 

God and of true godliness, but to those who, by clear evidences, have manifested a hardened 

contempt of God, so that their disease appears to be incurable.”  

 

Is there any hope for such individuals? The answer to that question lies in the sovereignty of God. 

There is a point with certain individuals where we are to leave them to the Lord, trusting that the 

Spirit, if He wills, can penetrate their hearts. But this takes great wisdom and discernment. William 

Barclay once said, “It is often impossible to talk to some people about Jesus Christ. Their 

insensitiveness, their moral blindness, their intellectual pride, and cynical mockery, like a tarnishing 

film, may make them impervious to words about Christ. But it is always possible to show men Christ. 

The weakness of the Church lies not in lack of Christian arguments, but in lack of Christian lives.” 

That, my friends, is a searching statement. What do our lives say about Christ to a lost and dying 

world? 

 

 

 
 
 



III. WE NEED TO BE ON GUARD AGAINST NEGLECTING OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO PREACH   
     THE GOSPEL BY TOO QUICKLY CASTING OUR NEIGHBOR AWAY.   
 

We must be careful in our handling of the pearls of biblical revelation, for they are holy things, 

which must not be thrown around indiscriminately, but rather carefully, thoughtfully, responsibly, 

and strategically. Friends, Matthew 7:6 is addressed to those who are zealous for evangelism. It is 

written so that we, Jesus disciples, might be able to discern between the mocker, the scoffer, and 

the hungry soul. For some of us, our problem isn’t so much trying to discern who to cast our 

pearls before, it’s that we aren’t casting our pearls at all. How are you doing there, brothers and 

sisters? Our vision statement here at the Chapel is this: Cape Bible Chapel exists to be a gospel-

centered community of worshippers, on mission to make and multiply disciples of Christ in our 

neighborhoods, among the nations, and of the next generation. But in order for that vision to 

become reality, we must be in the harvest field sowing seed and casting pearls (cf. Matthew 9:37-

38).   
 

Oh that we would ask God for the wisdom (cf. James 1:5) necessary to know how, to whom, and 

at what time we should proclaim the glories (pearls) of the gospel. As we look at the life and 

ministry of Jesus, His approach was never mechanical. At times He dismissed a group (cf. 

Matthew 15:14), He wrote off Herod (cf. Luke 13:31-33), and He promised judgment to whole 

cities (cf. Matthew 11:20-24). But at the same time, Jesus was often patient with groups (cf. Luke 

9:51-55), He offered indisputable evidence to doubting Thomas (cf. John 20:24), and He wept 

over disbelieving Jerusalem (cf. Luke 19:41ff). We should be careful that we don’t fall out on one 

side or the other. This is where we need a measure of wisdom from above.     
 

Even when we determine that a person has no interest but to mock and a scoff at the gospel in 

glaring rebellion, we go on our way not in self-satisfied judgment but in broken-heartedness, 

great disappointment, and sorrow. We remember how Jesus, as He approached Jerusalem for the 

last time, “saw the city and wept over” those who refused to recognize and receive their King 

(Luke 19:41-42).3 Spurgeon once said, “If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over 

our dead bodies. And if they perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped about their knees, 

imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let 

not one go unwarned and unprayed for.” Our normal Christian duty is to be patient and 

persevere – Just like Jesus has done with us.  

 

CLOSING BENEDICTION: 

Hear this benediction from the apostle Paul as we bring our corporate worship to a close this 

morning. He writes, “ Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your 

speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each 

person” Colossians 4:5-6. And All God’s people said, “Amen!” Go in peace.  

                                                
3 John MacArthur, Matthew 1–7, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 439. 


