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Who is This Man? 
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Matthew 7:28-29 

 

And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was 

teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. Matthew 7:28–29 

 

Brothers and sisters, the grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever 

(Isaiah 40:8). 

 

The last two verses of the Sermon on the Mount tell the effect Jesus’ words had on its original hearers. 

Undoubtedly, reading these words should have the same effect upon all who reflect on their 

profound meaning. Verses 28 and 29 direct our attention not to the content of the sermon, but rather 

to the character of the Preacher.  

 

John writes, “When Jesus finished these sayings…” The word translated “finished” here is the Greek 

word (tele÷w - teleo). It means to complete something or to bring something to its end. “Finished” is 

an accurate transliteration, but the idea behind the word is much more specific. The idea behind 

teleo isn’t merely that the Sermon on the Mount had been brought to its conclusion, but that it had 

been brought to perfection or its designed goal. The idea is to achieve a goal or to conclude it 

successfully. It’s interesting to note that the same word is used in John 19:30 as Jesus declared from 

the cross, “It is finished.” Jesus meant that His life’s purpose, which was to die a sacrificial death on 

the cross, had been accomplished, brought to perfection, and reached its intended goal.  

 

The final two verses of the Sermon on the Mount, which speak to the response of the crowd, both 

fascinate me and break my heart. When Jesus finished His sermon, which was probably delivered 

over a 3 day period, the crowds were said to have followed Him for a short period of time, but it is 

presumed that they all just went on their way and returned to their homes. Though the whole 

intention of the Sermon on the Mount was to expose the hearts of the hearers and lead them to Jesus 

as their only hope of righteousness, the crowds excitement didn’t seem to last long. It’s interesting to 

note that Jesus didn’t give an altar call, but there was one individual who came forward after His 

message. In the opening lines of chapter 8, John tells us that out of the mass of people who has 

assembled on the mountain side to listen to Jesus (cf. Matthew 5:1), a single leper, who knew well 

that he was an outcast from society, came, knelt before Jesus, and asked, “Lord, if you will, you can 

make me clean.” And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean” 

Matthew 8:2-3. What a picture of the spiritual reality that Jesus had just been communicating in His 



sermon. Sin is like spiritual leprosy. Leprosy is a bacterial infection that causes, among other things, 

a desensitization of nerves. People would oftentimes die as a result of a secondary injury or infection 

that they couldn’t feel. Likewise, sin desensitizes us to our need for a Savior.  

 

Having said that, there was at least a temporary response from the crowd as they dispersed that calls 

for our attention. John writes that after hearing Jesus’ sermon, “The crowds were astonished at His 

teaching, for He was teaching them as one who had authority.” Two words stand out: astonished 

(amazed) and authority. I would submit to you that these are two ingredients that are missing from 

many of our churches.  

  

I. THE CROWDS RESPONSE: AMAZEMENT 

 

Jesus left crowds in amazement wherever He went. In John 7, for instance, Jesus stood up on the last 

day of the feast, the great day, and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water’” 

John 7:37–38. John goes on to write that some of the crowd began to say, “This really is the Prophet.” 

Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the 

Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the 

village where David was?” So there was a division among the people over him. Some of them 

wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. The officers then came to the chief priests and 

Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” The officers answered, “No one ever 

spoke like this man” John 7:40-46. Jesus’ words fell on His listener’s ears unlike the other teachers of 

His day.   

 

The word “amazed” is a compound word in the original language. It’s the word (ejkplh/ssw - 

ekplesso),  ek = out + plesso = strike. Figuratively ekplesso means to drive out of one’s senses by a 

sudden shock or strong feeling, or to be exceedingly struck in mind. It means to cause one to be 

filled with amazement to the point of being overwhelmed (struck out of one’s senses). It 

encompasses the idea of wonder. It expresses a stunned amazement that leaves the subject unable to 

grasp what is happening. It’s that which leaves a person saying “WOW!” Some versions, like the ESV, 

render it “astonished,” which is also a good translation. It is interesting to note that our English word 

“astonish” which is derived from the Latin word extonare means to strike with thunder! What a 

picture of Jesus’ radical message, which must have struck His hearers like thunder! 

 

John MacArthur notes: 

 

The crowds had never heard such comprehensive, insightful words of wisdom, depth, insight, 

and profundity. They had never heard such straightforward and fearless denunciation of the 

scribes and Pharisees or such a black and white presentation of the way of salvation. They had 

never heard such a fearful warning about the consequences of turning away from God. They had 



never heard such a powerful and demanding description of true righteousness or such a relentless 

description and condemnation of self-righteousness.1 

 

I think what left Jesus’ hearers astonished was the fact that Jesus called such explicit attention to 

Himself in the Sermon on the Mount. 

 

 

II. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF JESUS’ TEACHING 

 

A. HE TAUGHT WITH AUTHORITY 

 

“Authority” is the Greek word (ejxousi÷a - exousia). It’s used 1-3 times in the New Testament 

and it speaks of the power that proves and reflects the sovereignty of Jesus. 

 

GREAT COMISSION 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18–20 

 

UNCLEAN SPIRITS 

Mark writes, “And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the 

synagogue and was teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as 

one who had authority, and not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue a 

man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 

Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked 

him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 

crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, so that they 

questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He 

commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” And at once his fame spread 

everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.  Mark 1:21–28 

 

PARALYTIC 

In the very next chapter Mar records, “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, 

your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 

“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said 

to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the 

paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may 
                                                
1 John MacArthur, Matthew 1–7, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 487-488. 



know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— “I 

say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home” Mark 2:5-11. 

 

HIGH PREIESTLY PRAYER 

Just hours before His crucifixion Jesus prayed, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. John 17:1–2 

 

Jesus’ authority as the Teacher. 

John tells us that Jesus taught not as their scribes. Jesus had no formal training in the schools, he 

was not a Pharisee, or a Scribe; he had not been sitting at the feet of Gamaliel or any of the 

great authorities or teachers, yet there was something about His teaching that was profoundly 

different than what they were accustomed to hearing.  

 

The characteristic of the Scribes and Pharisees’ teaching was that they often exclusively quoted 

other religious authorities. They were experts not so much in the Law itself, but rather in various 

expositions and interpretations of the Law. They were very proud of their educated status. On 

multiple occasions they dismissed Jesus saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he 

has never studied?” Look at John 7:14-19 

 

About the middle of the feast (of Tabernacles) Jesus went up into the temple and began 

teaching. The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he 

has never studied?” So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. If 

anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I 

am speaking on my own authority. The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own 

glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no 

falsehood. Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law.  

 

The Scribes and Pharisees taught by the authority of others. Jesus, on the other hand, taught as 

one who had authority. Think about the frequency in chapter five that Jesus says, “you have 

heard that it was said….but I say to you…” Jesus never hesitated to correct the teaching of the 

Scribes, Pharisees, or other religious authorities.  

 

Neither did Jesus hesitate to assert that He alone was able to give spiritual interpretation to the 

Law that was given through Moses. His whole argument was that the religious authorities were 

misinterpreting the Law and reducing it to the mere physical level. Jesus was claiming in the 

Sermon on the Mount that His interpretation alone brought out the spiritual intention of the Law 

– that God isn’t only concerned about physical actions, but also what goes on in a man’s heart. 

Not only is Jesus fearless to correct the false teaching of the Scribes and Pharisees, but He set’s 

Himself up as the true Law giver when he says, “But I say to you.” 



Jesus’ authority as the Lord. 

People will address Him as Lord – Jehovah – God. Not once did Jesus reject this title. Jesus saw 

Himself as more than a teacher, giving advice, which people might or might not heed at their 

discretion; He was their master, issuing commandments, expecting obedience and warning 

them that their eternal welfare was at stake.2 That pupils of a Jewish rabbi would sit at his feet to 

study the Old Testament Scriptures, but Jesus’ expectation was that those who sat under His 

teaching wouldn’t just absorb the teaching, but would be committed to Him personally.  

 

Jesus’ authority as the Savior. 

It is clear from the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus knew the way of Salvation and He taught it. 

He was able to declare who was blessed and who was not. He could point to the narrow gate, 

which led to the hard way, which ended in life. He was clear on which kind of house would 

survive the storms of judgment and which would fall.  

 

Jesus’ authority as the Judge. 
The entire Sermon on the Mount is preached against the backdrop of the coming Day of 

Judgment. Jesus knew this reality and wanted it to be central in the hearts and minds of His 

hearers and His followers. He minced no words when He declared the conditions of salvation, 

warned of the causes of destruction, and called His hearers to follow Him and obey Him.  

 

 More striking than His emphasis on the certainty of future judgment was the fact that He, 

Himself, claimed to be the judge. Three times in Matthew 7:21-23 Jesus uses the personal 

pronouns “I” and “me”.  In verse 22 He said He would be the one to hear the evidence. 

Matthew writes, “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord’… then I will declare to them, ‘I 

never knew you, depart from me.’” The accused will state their case before the Lord Jesus and 

He will be the one to answer them. The destiny of every human being rests not on their 

knowledge and use of Jesus’ name, but rather knowledge of Him personally. Not service to 

Christ, but relationship to Him will be the issue.3 It is clear that Jesus sets Himself up as the 

central figure on the Day of Judgment. The One who sat there on the mountain to teach is the 

One who at the end will sit on the throne of glory and judge the nations as they appear before 

Him.  

 

B. HE TAUGHT WITH CONFIDENCE AND CERTAINTY 

 

Jesus said things like, “Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

Matthew 5:3. There is no doubt in Jesus’ words, no question, no mere supposition or possibility. 

Jesus spoke with extraordinary certainty.  

 

                                                
2 John R. Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1978), 217. 
3 John R. Stott, 219. 



 

C. HE TAUGHT ABOUT HIMSELF 

 

Perhaps what astonished Jesus’ hearers the most is that He related all His teaching to Himself.  

Jesus says that when we suffer for righteousness’ sake, we are suffering for Him. Look at 

Matthew 5:10-11. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.”  

 

Jesus claimed to be the Light of the world (John 8:12), and then says that we are the light of the 

world insofar as we are united to Him. He said, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost 

its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” Matthew 5:13-16. 

Included in these verses is the doctrine of the union of Christ’s people with Himself. Jesus says 

that He imparts His nature to His followers. Just as he is the Light of the world, so are those who 

would come after Him.  

 

Jesus also said that He came to fulfill the Law and Prophets. He said, “Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from 

the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 

will never enter the kingdom of heaven” Matthew 5:17-20.  

 

What is Jesus claiming here? He is claiming to be their long-awaited Messiah. He is claiming 

that He is the Perfect One who can take away the sin of the world (John 1:29). No other human 

being had ever perfectly kept God’s Law – no one had succeeded in observing it without flaw. 

But Jesus said that he was not only going to keep it, but He was also going to fulfill it (that 

required death)! He claimed that he was the One to which the Old Testament Prophets pointed. 

The One in which all God’s promises are Yes and Amen (2 Corinthians 1:20)! The whole 

doctrine of the incarnation of Christ, His person, and His work are all included in the Sermon 

on the Mount.  

 

Why did he preach this sermon? Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount to once and forever 

condemn all trust in human endeavor and natural ability in the matter of salvation. He is telling 



us that we have all fallen short of God’s glory and no amount of striving will ever make us 

righteous or fit to stand in the presence of God. He tells us that we need a new birth, a new 

nature, and a new life. Unless we are given a new nature, we cannot live out this sermon. We 

are in need of mercy, grace, and forgiveness of sins.  

 

CLOSING BENEDICTION 

 

As we bring our corporate worship to a close this morning, hear this benediction from Jude,  “Now to 

him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his 

glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen” Jude 1:24-25. And all God’s 

people said, “Amen!” Go in peace! 

 

 


