
Cape Bible Chapel                                    September 17, 2017
                       
Name Above All Names 
 
Eric C. Coher 
 
Matthew 6:9 
 
We learned last week that the prayer of the Pharisees was hypocritical – they loved to be seen, and 
the prayer of the pagans was mechanical – they thought they were heard for their many words. But 
the believers’ prayer life should be marked by sincerity and thoughtfulness. The text that is before us 
this morning has been commonly referred to as the Lord’s Prayer, but it is probably better described 
as the Disciples’ Prayer; for it’s a prayer that Jesus could have never prayed. He perfectly hallowed 
His Father’s name, He was the inauguration of the Kingdom that had come, He was impeccably 
obedient to His Father’s will (cf. John 4:34), He perfectly trusted in His Father’s provision, He had 
no debts that needed to be forgiven, He never succumbed to temptation, and He triumphed over 
evil at the cross. This was a prayer for the disciples, not for Jesus. In fewer than seventy words, we 
find a masterpiece of the infinite mind of God, who alone could compress every conceivable 
element of true prayer into such a brief and simple form—a form that even a young child can 
understand but the most mature believer cannot fully comprehend.1 
 
Let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. We’ll read verses 9-15 in their entirety, but our 
study this morning will be confined to verse 9. Let me encourage you to stand, if you have the 
ability, as we read our text. Matthew, recording Jesus’ teaching, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, pens the following words: 
 

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
Matthew 6:9–15 

 
Brothers and sisters, “the grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
I. BELEIVERS HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF APPROCHING GOD AS FATHER.  

Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven,  
 
PRAY LIKE THIS 
It’s important to note that the prayer Jesus models for His disciples wasn’t simply meant to be 
repeated as a prayer itself. Having said that, many of us probably have the Lord’s Prayer 
memorized. It’s not wrong to have it memorized or to repeat it, but if that’s the only way we use 
Matthew 6:9-15, we have misunderstood Jesus’ intention in giving it. Luke, in his gospel, notes that 
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Jesus had been praying in a certain place, and when He finished, one of His disciples said to Him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1). The disciples didn’t ask Jesus to 
teach them a prayer but to teach them how to pray. What followed was a model prayer or an 
outline that was to be used by Jesus’ disciples. Jesus said, “Pray then like this,” not, “Pray this.” It 
was a pattern to be applied, not a mechanical prayer to be repeated. Here in our text Jesus says, 
“Ou¢twß ou™n,” which literally means, “Thus therefore.” It carries the idea of “along these lines” or 
“in the following manner.” 
 
The verb “Pray,” (proseu/comai - proseuchomai) is a present tense imperative. This means that we 
are to understand Jesus’ words as being a command that is to be continually obeyed. Prayer is to be 
a habitual practice that characterizes the believer’s life. John Bunyan, the 17th century puritan 
preacher once said, “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more 
than pray until you have prayed.”  
 
The concern of Jesus in teaching us to address God as “our Father in Heaven” has less to do with 
protocol and more to do with truth. We would do well to take some time before we approach the 
throne of grace in prayer to set our minds on the truth of who God is. It is only then that we will 
come with the appropriate measures of humility and confidence. When we come in such a manner, 
God’s concerns will be our chief concerns. Our petty man-centered prayers will be enlarged as 
begin to realize that we are coming before a God that is bigger, more powerful, and more majestic 
than we often consider. Our needs, which are real and tangible, will take second place. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is divided into two distinct parts. The first three petitions express our concern for 
God’s glory in relation to His name, His rule (kingdom), and His will. Only then are the second 
three petitions that are concerned with our food, our debts, and our temptations introduced.  
  
The Lord’s Prayer encourages us to seek God’s face before we seek His hand. We oftentimes seek 
our own agenda in prayer - our needs our wants, our desires. But has it occurred to us that God also 
has an agenda? God’s agenda is that he receives the praise, honor, glory, and worship that His great 
name is due (cf. Psalm 29:2). The throne of grace is abused if we come to prayer only seeking the 
gift and not the Giver. Jesus’ model prayer reorients our prayer agenda. He calls us first to focus our 
hearts and minds on His name, His kingdom (rule), and His will. This is the essential difference 
between a God-centered prayer and a man-centered prayer.    
 
THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 
Jesus’ instructive prayer was, without a doubt, paradigm shifting for the disciples. These words 
would have been paradigm shifting for any Jew who heard them. The Jews certainly believed in the 
Fatherhood of God, but they understood this relationship mainly in terms of a sovereign Creator-
Father. You can see this when you look at the fact that God is only impersonally referred to as 
Father in the Old Testament. Each of the 14 references to God’s Fatherhood in the Old Testament 
speak to God’s corporate paternity to Israel as a nation, not to individuals. You can read from 
Genesis 1 to Malachi 4 and you won’t find a single reference to an individual referring to God as 
his or her Father. So careful were the Jews in holding to the transcendence (supremacy) of God, that 



they didn’t even dare to repeat His covenant name – Yahweh. When they wrote it transliterated it as 
YHWH  - what we refer to as the tetragrammaton. A distance from God was always well guarded.2  
 
But Jesus steps on the scene and not only refers to God as His Father (note: every NT prayer with 
the exception of Matthew 27:46), but encouraged the disciples to pray addressing God as their 
Abba (Daddy or Dearest Father). God wasn’t just to be understood as the corporate Father of the 
nation of Israel, but the individual Father of all those who became His children by grace through 
faith. Jesus was teaching His disciples that the Fatherhood of God was to be the foundational 
awareness with which they entered into prayer with God. Indeed, it is to be the foundational 
awareness with which the Christian is to live his or her entire life. To address God as our Father 
expresses love and devotion. It speaks to his nearness, tenderness, and desire to be entreated. Paul 
wrote to the church at Rome and said, “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  
Romans 8:15. Similarly, to the Galatians he said, “And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  Galatians 4:6. 
 
JESUS ISN’T TEACHING THE UNIVERSAL FATHERHOOD OF GOD 
How are we to deal with the language of Acts 17:28-29? When Paul addresses the philosophers of 
Athens at Areopagus he quotes one of the Greek poets saying, “For we are indeed his offspring. 
Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, 
an image formed by the art and imagination of man” Acts 17:28–29.  
 
We are to understand that in a general sense, God is the Father of all and all men are brothers. But 
God is only Father in the sense that He is the Creator and Sustainer of all men who are made in His 
image (cf. Genesis 1:27). This is not to be confused with being God’s adopted children. The Bible 
makes a sharp distinction between those who belong to God savingly and those who do not. We 
see this distinction clearly in John 3:1. John writes, “See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” And then he contrasts this with the 
world saying, “The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.” 
 
God is only Father to His sons and daughters, and not everyone is a son or daughter. It is 
commonplace in our culture to hear individuals speaking about God as if He is universally the 
Father of all, but our Bibles don’t substantiate that teaching. God is only Father to those who have 
repented of their sin and trusted Christ alone to be their saving substitute. Only those who have 
been born of God (John 3), made sons by adoption (Romans 8), and have been made alive in Christ 
(Ephesians 2:3) can relate to God as Father.   
 
IN HEAVEN 
The words “our Father in heaven” encompass two important perspectives in our approaching God. 
First, “our Father” speaks to the immanence and intimacy with which we come into God’s 
presence. But the words “In Heaven” speak of God’s transcendence and majesty. When we 
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approach God we are to do so with a sense of both warm intimacy and reverent awe. Jesus is doing 
far more in the words “in Heaven” than telling us where the Father lives. These words are very 
intentional. They are meant to show us our place – to humble us. The Psalmist reminds, “Our God 
is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases” Psalm 115:3. 
 
Has it ever occurred to you that your Father in Heaven – along with Jesus – is already being 
worshiped there, whether or not we hallow His name here? There are innumerable angles that 
unceasingly worship and exalt God’s name sixty seconds a minute, sixty minutes an hour, twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week, 52 weeks a year since their creation. The seraphs worship 
saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” Isaiah 6:3. In 
Revelation 4:8 the four living creatures, day and night, never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 3 And prior to the creation of the angelic host, 
God has glorified His own great name within the Trinity for all eternity.   
 
What is Jesus emphasizing here? I think Jesus wants us to pray with a keen awareness of the 
transcendence and majesty of God. The Jews of Jesus’ day thought that God was so exalted that 
personal relationship with Him could scarcely be imagined. He was so transcendent that the 
richness of His personality was frequently lost to view. By contrast, much of the modern evangelical 
movement tends to portray God as being exclusively personal and warm. To the Jews, God was so 
majestic that He was almost viewed as bring austere. Today, we have swung to the other side of the 
pendulum. Our modern, pot-Christian culture seems dominated by shallow, man-centered theology 
and the “high” of religious experiences. In other words, we relate to God with a consumer mentality 
that has just been cloaked in church garb. I think we have lost sight of God’s transcendence. 
Subsequently, we relate to God more like our buddy here on earth than our Father who is in 
Heaven. That’s why I love the language of tried and true hymns of the faith. They don’t lull us to 
sleep with sappy, sentimental, over-repeated, man-centered theology (I’m certainly not saying this is 
true about all modern worship songs). But there is a distinct difference in much of what we hear on 
the radio and those ancient songs, beloved by the saints, that lift our souls to the throne by 
reminding us of the bedrock truths of God’s nature, character, and attributes. Take, for instance, 
these words penned by Walter Chalmers Smith:      
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
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All laud we would render; O help us to see 
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee, 
And so let Thy glory, almighty, impart, 
Through Christ in His story, Thy Christ to the heart.4 

 
When we approach God we must remember that we are approaching the immortal, invisible God 
that wraps Himself in light (cf, psalm 104:2), and is inaccessibly hid from our eyes. Let me illustrate.  
 
Most of us are probably familiar with C.S. Lewis’ book The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe - the 
first book in the well-loved Chronicles of Narnia series. In The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, 
Lewis tells the story of four siblings, Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy, who find their way into the 
land of Narnia through a magical wardrobe. The story revolves around the children’s interactions 
with Aslan the lion - the king of Narnia, who they learn about through Mr. and Mrs. Beaver. Lucy, 
having never heard of Aslan asked, “Is he a man?” “Aslan a man,” replied Mr. Beaver, “Certainly 
not. I tell you he is King of the wood and the son of the great emperor-beyond-the-sea. Don’t you 
know who is the King of the Beasts? Aslan is a lion – the Lion, the great lion.” 
 
“Oh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man. Is he…quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about 
meeting a lion.” “That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver; “If there’s anyone who 
can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just 
silly.” Lucy then asks, “Then he isn’t safe?” “Safe,” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. 
Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, 
I tell you.” 
 
I think there is a great lesson for us in Lewis’ allegorical story. When Jesus calls us to entreat God as 
our Father, He reminds us of the intimacy that we, as His children, enjoy. But when Jesus adds the 
phrase “in Heaven,” He reminds us that God is God and we are not. He is transcendent and holy, 
and we dare not barge into His presence irreverently or with our man-centered demands.  
 
As humans we like to find the balance between things. Well, Christian, let me tell you that there are 
few balances in the Christian life. The Bible isn’t full of balances; it’s full of tensions. We shouldn’t 
miss the tension in the opening words of Jesus’ model prayer. We address God intimately as 
“Father,” but then we must immediately recognize His infinite greatness with the addition of the 
words “in heaven”. We are invited to come, but when we come we must never forget that we are 
standing on holy ground (cf. Exodus 3:5). Wise Solomon reminds us, “Be not rash with your mouth, 
nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth” 
Ecclesiastes 5:2.  
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II. BELEIVERS SHOULD LONG TO SEE GOD’S NAME REVERENCED AND HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM.  
hallowed be your name. 
 

HIGH VIEW OF GOD 
The word hallowed comes from the Greek verb (aJgia¿zw - hagiazo). It means to make or pronounce 
holy. The name of God is already “holy” in that it is exalted above every other name. But the ardent 
pray of the believer should be that God’s name would be “hallowed” or “treated as holy” in our 
lives, in the Church, and in the world. To pray, “Hallowed be your name,” is to ask God that we 
would reverence and esteem His name. Work in me in such a way that I would both see and show 
the unsurpassed glory of your name. To pray in such a way is to remove us from the center of the 
picture in our prayers. After all, our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.    

 
THE NAME(S) OF GOD 
The name of God isn’t a combination of the letters G, O, and D. Rather, God’s names represent His 
character, nature, and attributes. Another way to say that is that God’s names are one of the ways 
He reveals Himself. Moses asked God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 

God said to Moses, “I am who I am (Yahweh).” And He said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am 
has sent me to you.’” Exodus 3:13-14. 
 
In our current culture, names are often given without thought for their meaning, they are simply 
labels that we use to identify people. But this wasn’t the case in the Semitic culture of Jesus’ day. In 
Jewish culture, a name was considered to indicate character. In other words, the name and the 
qualities associated with the name went together. The Psalmist reminds us, “Some trust in chariots 
and some in horses, but we trust in the name (character) of the Lord our God” Psalm 20:7. There is 
a promise revealed in every one of God’s many names.  
 
Elohim was how God revealed Himself as Creator (cf. Genesis 1:1). El Elyon, the God most High, 
refers to God’s rule over the heavens and the earth. David, in Psalm 57:2, wrote, “I cry out to God 
Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.” Jehova, is the name whereby God reveals 
Himself as our Redeemer. After God determined to destroy the earth by flood because the 
wickedness of man had become so great (cf. Genesis 6:5), He gave Noah plans to build an Ark. 
After its completion, Genesis 7:16 says, “And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went 
in as God had commanded him. And the Lord (Jehova) shut him in.” 
 
Jehova Shalom, the Lord our Peace, was a name that Gideon hallowed by raising an altar to God by 
that name. Jehovah Jireh, the Lord will provide, was the name by which Abraham came to know 
God on Mt. Moriah when God provided a ram in place of Isaac. Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord is our 
Righteousness, is the name by which God revealed Himself to Jeremiah during the Captivity.5   
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Just prior to the birth of Christ, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins” Matthew 1:20-21. Jesus, or Yeshua, means savior.  
 
And then, speaking of the Captain of our Salvation, we read, “God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father” Philippians 2:9–11. 
 
WHAT A NAME! Has your knee bowed before Jesus Christ, the name above all names? 
 
HOW DO WE HALLOW GOD’S NAME 
Hallowing God’s name, like every other manifestation of righteousness, begins in the heart. 
“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts,” Peter tells us (1 Pet. 3:15), using a form of the word that 
hallowed translates. When we sanctify Christ in our hearts we will also sanctify Him in our lives.6 
 
A. We hallow God’s name by having true and worthy thoughts about Him. False ideas about the 

Sovereign One are irreverent. Origen said, “The man who brings into his concept of God ideas 
that have no place there takes the name of the Lord God in vain.” Right thoughts, high and lofty 
thoughts about God are essential to hallowing His great name. A.W. Tozer, in His book The 
Knowledge of the Holy, said, “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 
important thing about us.” 

 
B. We hallow God’s name by being careful about ho we speak of Him. The Psalmist challenges us, 

“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!” Psalm. 141:3. We 
must learn  

 
C. We hallow God’s name when we act in obedience to His will. Jesus said, “If you love me, you 

will keep my commandments” John 14:15.  
 
CLOSING BENEDICTION 
Hear this benediction from Malachi 1:11 as we bring our corporate worship to a close. God Himself 
says, “From the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in 
every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great 
among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.” And all God’s people said, “Amen!” Go in peace.  
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