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Matthew 6:22-24 

 

We learned last week that everything in this life and world are fading away. That’s why I remind you 

each time we gather that the “grass withers and the flower fades”. Everything that has life, as a result 

of sin, is also dying. Even things that aren’t living develop holes, wear out, and become useless. The 

most perfect physique will eventually give way and break down and die; the most beautiful 

countenance will one day be overcome by decay; the brightest gifts tend to lose their luster and fade 

from importance. Once sharp and sound minds seem to melt away and some go in a flash as a result 

of disease. However wonderful, beautiful, and glorious things may be, sooner or later, they all 

perish.1 If it rots, rusts, collects dust, or dies, don’t put your hope in it.  

 

We also learned that there are many thieves in this life that are always threatening us. We think we 

are safe in our homes until they are broken into and ransacked. We think our valuables are safe 

behind steel doors, but the sophistication of villains puts even the most secure possessions in 

constant jeopardy. There are many other marauders that continually threaten us – illness, business 

loss, economic collapse, war, and finally the last thief - death itself. It matters not what we tend to 

hold onto in this world, one or other of these thieves is always threatening, and will eventually take 

it from us. Just browse through your morning newspaper and look at the death column. As you do, 

be reminded that it won’t be long until someone is reading your obituary. Life is a vapor that appears 

for a little while and then quickly vanishes (cf. James 4:14). And so the questions is, if we know that 

decay and death are inevitable, why would we ever live for such temporal things? Why would we 

seek to lay up treasures on Earth when we know what is going to happen to them? Why don’t we lay 

up treasure in Heaven when we know that to do so means everlasting bliss?2 The pull of the material 

world is strong and blinding; if we aren’t careful, we can be sucked in and left in the dark.  

 

Let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. Let me encourage you to stand, if you have the 

ability, as we read our text. Matthew, recording Jesus’ teaching, under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

 

                                                
1 D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 
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The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 

but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, 

how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money. Matthew 6:22–24 

 

Brothers and sisters, “The grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever” 

Isaiah 40:8. 

 

If you’re a detail type, you might notice that there are three sets of two’s in our text from last week 

and this morning. Last week, Jesus compared two treasures: treasure on Earth and treasure in Heaven 

(v.19-21). In the verses before us this morning, Jesus will compare two conditions: healthy eye and a 

bad eye (v.22-23), as well as two masters: God and money (v.24). The emphasis last week was on 

how treasures affect our heart. This morning we’ll see how our treasures affect our spiritual sight and 

our whole-hearted devotion to God.   

 

 

I. YOUR EYE ILLUMINATES YOUR LIFE (v.22a) 

  The eye is the lamp of the body.  

 

Jesus turns His attention from the comparison of two treasures in verses 19-21 to the comparison of 

two conditions in verses 22-24. In doing so, the metaphor He employs changes as well. His focus 

shifts from the “heart” (v.21) to the “eye” (v.22-23). The contrast now is between a person with clear 

spiritual sight and a person with clouded (darkened) spiritual sight. It’s important to note that Jesus is 

looking at the same general subject from a slightly different perspective. In other words, the heart, 

the eyes, and the mind are used somewhat synonymously across Scripture. Spiritually speaking, 

when we set our hearts on something and fix our eyes on something, we are doing the same thing. 

One example of this is Psalm 119:10, the Psalmist writes, “With my whole heart I seek you; let me 

not wander from your commandments!” Just a few verses later he writes, “I will meditate on your 

precepts and fix my eyes on your ways” Psalm 119:15. 

 

What does Jesus mean when He says, “The eye is the lamp of the body?” He is certainly not just 

trying to impart a lesson in ophthalmology. He is using a well-understood Hebraism to communicate 

a spiritual truth. When Jesus says, “The eye is the lamp of the body,” He means that the eye is 

functions like a window that lets light into the body. Just as the amount and quality of light that 

comes into a room depends on the condition of the window it passes through, so the condition of 

the eye determines the quantity and quality of spiritual light that enters the body. If the window is 

clear, light fills a room. If, on the other hand, the window is dirty or clouded, light is hindered from 

entering and the room is darkened. Jesus says the same is true of our spiritual eyes.    

 



All sorts of bodily functions are aided by the eyes’ ability to clearly see. The eye is one of the chief 

channels of formation. It discovers for and directs the rest of the body. It warns of danger. It puts 

things into perspective. It brings about awe. It stands in wonder. It is attracted to beauty and repulsed 

by decay. The eye refers to how view, perceive, and evaluate. If we have healthy spiritual vision, our 

spiritual lives will be full of light and we will be able to rightly focus on God, which brings the 

treasures of Earth into their proper perspective. If, on the other hand, your eye is spiritually unhealthy, 

clouded by a preoccupation for material things, then it doesn’t matter how bright the light is, you 

will have a difficult time trying to choose the right treasures.  

 

After setting forth the metaphor of the eye as a window or light that illuminates the body, Jesus now 

moves to discuss the condition of the eye. He gives us two possible spiritual conditions for our eyes.  

 

 

II. YOUR VISION IS EITHER CLEAR OR CLOUDED (v.22b-23) 

So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole 

body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  

 

Now that we know the function of the eyes, to let in spiritual light, Jesus moves to discus their 

condition. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. Likewise if your eyes are 

bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. What does Jesus mean by the distinction of “healthy” 

eyes and “bad” eyes?  

 

HEALTHY EYES 

 

Jesus speaks first about “healthy” eyes. He says, “If your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 

of light.” What does this mean? The word “healthy” is the Greek adjective (aJplouvß - haplous), 

which means single or clear, and in some cases refers to generosity. Let’s look at how each of these 

interpretations might look.   

 

If the “healthy” eye carries the primary idea of singleness and clarity, we could say the “healthy” eye, 

because it sees clearly, has a single-minded focus on God. It is singularly focused on serving Him 

and glorifying Him with my life. Paul said, “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 

to the glory of God” 1 Corinthians 10:31. The person with healthy eyes is careful not to let God’s 

good gifts eclipse the glory of the Giver. The person with healthy eyes sees his worldly possessions in 

their true light and enjoys them without putting his hope in them (cf. 1 Timothy 6:17). If the eyes are 

diseased (bad, evil), they may even be cross-eyed or cock-eyed. We see double and confuse our 

vision. We keep one eye on the hoarded treasures of Earth and roll the other proudly up to Heaven.3 
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But the adjective “healhy” (aJplouvß - haplous) also carries the idea of generosity. If the “healthy” 

eye is a generous eye, then Jesus seems to be teaching a generous spirit in regards to our money. If 

this is the case, we can determine if we have clouded spiritual vision by the extent to which we are 

generous with the goods God has blessed us with. Last week I said that God doesn’t prosper you to 

raise your standard of living, but rather to raise your standard of giving. A generous, giving spirit 

demonstrates that we have a loose grasp on the material possessions of this world.     

 

The “healthy” eye belongs to the person whose motives are pure, who has a single desire for God's 

interests, and who is willing to accept Christ's teachings literally. His whole life is flooded with light. 

He believes Jesus’ words, he forsakes Earthly riches, he lays up treasures in Heaven, and he knows 

that this is the only true security.4 

 

BAD EYES 

 

Jesus compares the healthy eye to the bad eye. The word “bad” is the Greek adjective (ponhro/ß - 

poneros). It carries the idea of evil, wicked, greed, and stinginess. Interestingly enough, we get our 

word pornography from the word poneros. I am persuaded that Jesus’ emphasis is on the 

materialistic greed of the “bad” eye. I think we see this clearly, no pun intended, in Mathew 20:1-16.   

 

In Matthew 20:1-16, Jesus tells a parable about hired laborers in a vineyard. It’s probably a familiar 

story to a number of us, but let me paraphrase. Jesus begins the parable by comparing the Kingdom 

of Heaven to a master of a house who went out early in the morning and hired some laborers for His 

vineyard. Seems straightforward so far! The master found some willing fellows and agreed upon a 

wage of a denarius a day and sent them out to work. He made several more hires that day. Jesus says 

that the master hired more laborers at the third hour (8-9AM), the sixth hour (11-12PM), the ninth 

hour (2-3PM), and the eleventh hour (4-5PM). So there are numerous laborers now working in the 

master’s vineyard who were all hired at different times of the day, but all promised the same wage – 

a denarius a day.  

 

Jesus goes on to say that at the end of the day, the master told his foreman to call in all the laborers 

and pay them their wages. This is where the condition of the eye is seen. The foreman started with 

those hired last, at the eleventh hour, and paid them a denarius. You can almost sense the 

excitement of the laborers who were hired first. But the next group of laborers, those who started at 

the ninth hour and worked longer than the last group, were called and paid the same wage. Almost 

instantaneously, the excitement of the first group turns to frustration. When those who were hired 

first came, though they expected to be paid more, they were paid the same agreed upon denarius. 

Grumbling they said, “We’ve been out in the scorching heat all day and you paid us the same as 

those who only worked an hour.” To which the master replied, “I’ve done exactly what I said I was 
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going to do, we agreed, so take your denarius and go. What the master says next gives us 

understanding about the “eye”. The master asks, “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?”  

 

Unfortunately, most of our modern translations have kept a paraphrase here instead of a literal 

translation of the Greek. The Greek, which is most likely footnoted in your Bible, reads, “Or is your 

eye bad because I am good?” What is Jesus throwing the spot light on here in verse 15? He is 

exposing the greed that runs rampant in the human heart.  I think the point that Jesus is driving home 

is that if a man is focused singularly on his possessions and has become greedy and materialistic, his 

eyes are bad and he has no clear vision. Because his eyes aren’t focused on God, he is left in the 

spiritual dark.  

 

Materialism shuts out the light of Christ and clouds the way we look at life. Although Jesus didn’t 

condemn our having Earthly possessions, He did warn against storing up treasures on Earth and the 

possibility of losing our spiritual vision because of a preoccupation with them. How is your vision? 

Do you see spiritual things clearly? Or has your vision been distorted and darkened because of an 

unhealthy preoccupation with things?  

 

HOW GREAT IS THE DARKNESS 

 

One of the saddest things is a person who thinks that are full of light when they’re really not. Jesus 

says for that person, the darkness is very great. The reality is that most of those who have been 

overcome with materialism don’t even know it; they are self-deceived. They think they have a 

handle on their possessions, but their possessions and their want for more controls them like the 

stings of a puppet. The eye that is “bad” is the heart that is selfishly indulgent. The person who is 

materialistic and greedy is spiritually blind. Because he has no way of recognizing true light, he 

thinks he has light when he does not. Jesus says, “How great is the darkness!” The principle is simple 

and sobering: the way we look at and use our treasure is a sure barometer of our spiritual condition.5 

How is your vision?    

 

 

III. YOU CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS WITH UNDIVIDED DEVOTION (v.24) 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

 

No one can serve two masters. This is perhaps one of Jesus’ most memorable statements, and it’s as 

true today as it was the day He spoke it. Though many try to serve both God and money, failure 

awaits them all. It’s been said, “A person’s ultimate loyalty must converge at a single point. To try to 
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go two ways at once will rip a person down the middle.”6 Here, Jesus takes up the issue of allegiance 

and devotion. Just as we cannot store up treasures on Earth and in Heaven, or our bodies both in 

light and in darkness, neither can we serve two masters. 

 

Notice Jesus didn’t say, “You shouldn’t serve God and money”. He didn’t even say, “You must not 

serve God and money”. Rather, He said, “You cannot serve God and money”. It’s not just that we 

shouldn’t – though that is certainly true. Jesus is saying that it’s impossible. You can serve one or the 

other, but you can’t serve them both. Notice Jesus says, “You will hate one and love the other or will 

be devoted to one and despise the other.” 

 

SERVE (douleu/w - douleuo) 

As believers, we are Christ’s servants (doulos). It’s true that the ancient world knew of slaves with a 

shared ownership, but in this case the slave belonged completely to neither master. Jesus is making 

the point that that in the full sense of the term, to be a slave meant to belong wholly. This is a 

relationship that cannot exist in duplicate: to belong wholly to one owner means that all other 

owners are ruled out.   

 

MASTERS (ku/rioß - kurios) 

We should first note that we were made to have a master. The dilemma is that we cannot equally 

serve two masters. The main sense of kurios is that of a supreme one, one who is sovereign and 

possesses absolute authority, absolute ownership and uncontested power. The master demands total 

allegiance from his servants!  A man can serve more than one person or thing. But they cannot both 

be his master.  

 

MONEY (mammwna◊ß - mammonas) 

Mammon is an Aramaic word that originally meant anything that one puts confidence in. It later took 

on the nuance of wealth, riches, or Earthly goods. It’s a designation of material value. It’s important 

to note that mammon isn’t in and of itself negative, but Jesus is clearly using it in a negative context 

here in verse 24. In the present context, Jesus personifies mammon (wealth) as if it were one’s master 

or lord. 

 

Mammon is anything that is accounted by us as gain. Remember Paul said, “But whatever gain I had, 

I counted as loss for the sake of Christ” Philippians 3:7. Whatever is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is mammon. It’s anything that we put confidence or trust in. 

In other words, it’s anything that we turn into a functional god.  Mammon could be your stomach (cf. 

Philippians 3:19), your ease, your sleep (cf. proverbs 6:9), your sports, your hobbies, your past time, 

or it could be worldly riches (cf. James 4:13). Mammon can be honors, your status, your influence, 

receiving the praise and applause of men, it could be pleasure, it could be relationships, it could be 
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the pursuit of physical health. Mammon can be anything which we inordinately obsess over and find 

our security, trust, contentment, and satisfaction in other than God. Anything can become mammon. 

And Jesus plainly tells us, “You cannot serve God and mammon.” You cannot be equally devoted to 

them both. You cannot love them both the same. One or the other will always rise to the top of your 

affections. Jesus is ultimately drawing a line in the sand and saying, “Choose this day whom you’ll 

serve.” 7 Consider the following similarities between God and money: 

 

GOD AND MONEY BOTH GRIP THE HEART 

 

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10) 

 

GOD AND MONEY BOTH DEMAND COMPREHENSIVE LOYALTY 

 

When Jesus says that if you try to serve two masters you will end up hating the one and loving the 

other, He is using a common Jewish idiom. When hatred and love are used in this sense, to hate one 

thing simply means that what is loved is preferred. What is hated is not hated literally, but loved less. 

Jesus used this same expression of hating and loving when He told His disciples, “If anyone comes to 

me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple” Luke 14:26.  

 

Jesus didn’t literally mean His disciples had to hate their father and mother. This interpretation would 

fly in the face of the fifth commandment, to honor your father and mother (cf. Exodus 20:12), which 

Jesus repeated in Matthew 15:4. What Jesus was saying is that His disciples’ love and devotion 

toward Him should be so great that their love for family members, in comparison, would look like 

hatred. Likewise, Jesus is saying that if you try to serve two masters, one will end up surpassing the 

other in terms of your love. Your affection for the one will make your attitude toward the other look 

like hatred. 

 

THE ORDERS OF GOD AND MAMMON ARE DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED 

 

God says, “My son, give me your heart.” Mammon says, “No, give it me.” God says, “Walk by faith.” 

Mammon says, “Walk by sight.” God says, “Be humble.” Mammon says, “Be proud.” God says, “Set 

your affections on things above.” Mammon says, “Set them on the things that are on the Earth.” God 

says, “Be ready to share.” Mammon says, “Keep it for yourself.” God says, “Seek happiness in you 

Creator.” Mammon says, “Eat, drink and be merry.” God says, “Be content with the things you have.” 

Mammon says, “Grasp after everything you see.” God says, “Be anxious for nothing.” Mammon says, 

“Be anxious for everything.”8 

 
                                                
7 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible (Altamonte Springs: OakTree Software, 2004), paragraph 28730. 
8 Matthew Henry, paragraph 28730. 



GOD ISN’T AGAINST WEALTH 

 

God isn’t against wealth, but at the same time we should be warned, lest we think we can rub 

shoulders with the world and not cave into worldliness. James says, “Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 

makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He 

yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us” James 4:4-5. The jealousy of God 

lies behind Jesus’ words, “You cannot love God and money.” We are not our own. We were bought 

with a price (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  

 

Paul told Timothy, “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pangs” 1 Timothy 6:8-10. 

 

MONEY IS A GREAT SERVANT, BUT IT MAKES FOR A TERRIBLE MASTER.  

 

Martyn Lloyd Jones tells the story of a farmer whom one afternoon reported to his wife with great joy 

that their best cow had given birth to twin calves, one red and one white. He said, “You know I have 

suddenly had a feeling and impulse that we must dedicate one of these calves to the Lord. We will 

bring them up together, and when the times comes we will sell one and keep the proceeds, and we 

will sell the other and give the proceeds to the Lord’s work.” When his wife asked him which he was 

planning to dedicate to the Lord, he replied, “There is no need to worry about that now. We will 

treat them both in the same way, and when the time comes, then we will decide.”  

 

A few months later, the farmer entered the kitchen looking very miserable and unhappy. When his 

wife asked him what was troubling him, he answered, “I have bad new to give you. The Lord’s calf is 

dead.” “But you said you had not decided which was to be the Lord’s calf,” she replied. “Oh yes,” 

he said, “I had always decided it was to be the white one, and it is the white one that has died.” 

While we might chuckle at the story, God forbid that we would laugh at ourselves.9  

 

It’s always the Lord’s calf that dies unless we are clear about our service to Him and about the true 

nature of our possessions. Either God owns you and you serve Him, or your possessions own you 

and you serve them. Ask yourself this question: can anything be more grievous to the heart of God, 

who has redeemed us from the slavery of sin, united us to Christ, and given us all things richly to 

enjoy than to take the name of God upon us, to be called by His name, and then demonstrate by 

every action and every decision of life that we actually serve created things?10 The question is, “Who 
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or what will you serve?” We can’t maintain undivided allegiance to God when we are serving our 

material gods. How is your vision?   

 

CLOSING BENEDICTION 

 

Hear this charge from the apostle Paul as we bring our corporate worship to a close. He wrote, as for 

the rich in this present age, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 

ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of that which is truly life” 1 Timothy 6:18–19. And all God’s people said, 

“Amen!”  


