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Matthew 6:11-15 

 

Our text this morning brings us to the second half of what is commonly referred to as the Lord’s 

Prayer. I mentioned a couple weeks back that Jesus’ model prayer is divided into two distinct parts. 

The first part, contained in verses 9-10, has to do with prayer in relation to God’s glory. Jesus 

instructed us, “Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” The emphasis in these two verses is the 

exalting of God’s name, submission to God’s kingship (rule), and glad acceptance of God’s will. In 

an ultimate sense this is a prayer that calls for the hastening of God’s eternal reign (eternity future) 

where His name will be perfectly exalted, His kingship will be altogether uncontested, and His 

sovereign desires (will) will have reached there glorious redemptive fulfillment. What a high and 

lofty prayer the Captain of our salvation instructs us to pray!    

 

The second part of Jesus’ model prayer, where we’ll now turn our attention, focuses on praying for 

our needs as frail, dependent creatures. Here, Jesus instructs us to pray for daily bread (v.11), the 

forgiveness of our sin as well as a forgiving spirit toward others (v.12, 14-15), and the power to 

overcome the temptation that is ever present in this fallen world (v.13). Each of these three requests 

reveal our utter dependence upon God for the least of our needs to the greatest of our needs.      

 

Let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. We’ll read verses 9-15 in their entirety, but our 

study this morning will be confined to verses 11-15. Let me encourage you to stand, if you have the 

ability, as we read our text. Matthew, recording Jesus’ teaching, under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do 

not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Matthew 6:9–

15 

 

Brothers and sisters, “the grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
 



Before we say anything about these following three petitions individually, let me say a word about 

them generally. As we look at verses 11-15, it’s interesting to note the comprehensiveness of Jesus’ 

words. All of our frail, creaturely needs are summed up in the requests, “Give us this day our daily 

bread. Forgive our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.” Our whole life - great things, small things, spiritual things, material things, inward things 

and outward things - are contained in these three requests. In such a small compass and with 

relatively few words, Jesus has covered the whole life of the believer. The body is remembered in 

“bread,” the soul is remembered in “forgiveness,” and the spirit is remembered in “temptation.”1 The 

sad reality is that a good portion of our prayers are only concerned with the most temporary of the 

three parts – the body. There is nothing in the entire realm of Scripture that so plainly shows our utter 

dependence upon God as does Jesus’ model prayer, especially the three requests that are before us 

this morning. 

 

 

I. DEPENDENCE ON GOD FOR DAILY, PHYISICAL PROVISION (v. 11) 

  Give us this day our daily bread,  

 

What does Jesus teach us: To acknowledge our utter dependence upon God for the supply of our 

daily needs.  

 

“Give us this day our daily bread” may seem like a simple, straightforward request, but I would 

submit that there is more to be learned here than we may assume. As a matter of fact, the words “our 

daily bread” are among some of the most difficult words in the Bible to accurately translate. There 

are many views as to how these words are best translated. Some of the early church fathers (i.e. 

Jerome) spiritualized this verse to mean the bread of communion. They had a hard time making the 

transition from the heavenward petitions of verses 9-10 to creaturely necessities in verse 11. The 

Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation flows out of this incorrect, spiritualized interpretation. One 

fundamental rule of biblical interpretation (hermeneutics) is: When the plain sense of Scripture 

makes common sense, seek no other sense, lest you have nonsense. In other words, take every word 

at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context clearly 

indicate otherwise. This verse means exactly what it says! God wants us to pray for our physical 

provision.   

 

In Jesus’ day, a laborer was commonly paid each day for the work that he had accomplished. 

Furthermore, the pay was frequently so low that it was nearly impossible to set any of it aside. As a 

result, a day’s pay often purchased little more than a day’s food. In such an economy to pray, “Give 

us this day our daily bread” had a gravity that we don’t feel much in our “lack for nothing” modern 

culture. Let’s look at verse 11 in it’s individual parts:  

                                                
1 D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 
 



 

GIVE US 

 

What does this say about our dependence upon God? These two little word reminds us that our most 

basic needs are not the result of our own, unaided effort. Everything we have is a gift from above. 

James reminds us, “Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights” James 1:16-17. Likewise, David, in Psalm 

145:15-16, says, “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open 

your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.” May we never take for granted or claim for 

ourselves what God has graciously provided.  

 

THIS DAY 

 

What does this tell us about tomorrow? These words teach us that if we are to live as God intends us 

to live, we are to live one day at a time. That is, we aren’t to fret about tomorrow or be anxious 

about the unknown future. We are to live in a moment-by-moment dependence upon God.2 God 

said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out 

and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 

On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily” 

Exodus 16:4-5. 

 

OUR DAILY 

 

How much should we expect God to provide for us? If prayed in the morning it means today’s bread. 

If prayed in the evening it means tomorrow’s bread. This is a petition that God would meet our daily 

needs.  

 

BREAD 

 

What should we expect God to provide for us? The necessities of life - food, clothing, and work. This 

isn’t a Psalm 37:4 free for all… Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every 

need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” God doesn’t teach us to request, nor 

does he promise to supply, all of our wants. Sadly, physical provisions are among those things that 

occupy the majority of our worry. Jesus says: 

 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 

nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by 
                                                
2 James Montgomery Boice, The Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1972), 191.  



being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 

you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 

we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. Matthew 6:25–34 

 

GOD’S FATHERLY CONCERN 

 

One of the most wonderful things in Scripture is that the God who is the Creator and Sustainer of the 

universe, who is self-existent, not dependent on anyone, who is from eternity to eternity, the God 

who is forming His eternal kingdom and who will usher it in at the end, the God who made heaven 

and Earth, the God who calls the stars out by name and orders them in the course, the God to whom 

the “nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales” (cf. Isaiah 

40:15), that same infinite, omnipotent, Sovereign God, who needs nothing and is perfectly content in 

Himself, is prepared to consider our little needs down to the minutest detail of daily bread. In Psalm 

8:3-4 David exclaims, “ When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 

stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 

you care for him?” The greatness of our God lies in His descending to meet us where we are. When 

we come to Him with our “little things,” we do Him great honor.3 

 

Even the supposedly trivial matters of our lives are important to God. Not even a sparrow, which are 

sold two for a penny, falls to the ground apart from His knowledge and yet He tells us that we are of 

much more value (cf. Matthew 10:29-31). Indeed, there is not a hair on your head that he isn’t 

concerned about. The smallest and most trivial details of your life are known by Him and taken into 

consideration as He sits, this very moment, on His everlasting throne.4 

 

 

II. DEPENDENCE ON GOD FOR FORGIVENESS (v. 12, 14-15) 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. For if you forgive others their 

trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  

 

What does Jesus teach us: That we are sinners and, as such, are in need of daily forgiveness.  

 
                                                
3 R. Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 187. 
4 D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, 344. 



When we pray, we should be asking for forgiveness as well as requesting a forgiving spirit. This is an 

explicit prayer for forgiveness and an implicit prayer for a forgiving spirit. The “ideal” prayer contains 

a petition for both.  

 

FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS (SINS) 

 

There are two kinds of forgiveness, judicial and paternal. Which type is Jesus referring to here? 

Judicial forgiveness speaks to our justification – the legal transaction where, at conversion, God 

declares us “not guilty” because Jesus stood in our place as both our representative and substitute 

when He bore God’s wrath toward sin on the cross. But the forgiveness that Jesus has in view here in 

verse 12 is what has been referred to paternal (fatherly) forgiveness. This is the daily forgiveness of 

sin that maintains our unobstructed fellowship with God. Jesus’ model prayer reminds us that we are 

indeed sinful and teaches us that we are to engage in daily, ongoing confession of sin. John wrote, “If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” 1 John 1:9.  

 

Paternal forgiveness is the forgiveness that Jesus spoke about with Peter as he was washing the 

disciples feet in John 13. After supper [Jesus] poured water into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around Him. He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do 

not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash 

my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said 

to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who 

has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean…” 

John 13:5-10.  

 

AS WE HAVE FORGIVEN OUR DEBTORS 

 

This assumes two things in our responses to other people’s offenses against us: 1. that we do forgive.  

2. that God expects us to forgive others. Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:32 that we are to, “Be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” Charles 

Spurgeon said, Unless you have forgiven others, you read your own death warrant when you pray 

the Lord’s Prayer. True forgiveness breaks a man such that he is also forgiving. We aren’t called to 

forgive other people’s sins provided they are not too grievous. We are to forgive them all, however 

spiteful, however mean, and however often they are repeated. If we don’t, we shall be forgiven none 

of our own. This is the theme that Jesus comments on in verses 14-15.   

 

 

 

 



JESUS’ P.S. CONCERNING FORGIVENESS (v. 14-15) 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not 

forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 

Verses 14-15 serve as a postscript or appendix to what Jesus has said in verse 12. This is the Savior’s 

own commentary on our petition to God for forgiveness, and the only one of the petitions to which 

Jesus gives added insight.  5  The truth that Jesus is teaching here is massively weighty. Jesus is saying 

that if we think our sins are forgiven by God and yet we refuse for forgive others, it very well may be 

that we are mistaken concerning the validity of our own forgiveness. The man who knows he has 

been forgiven through the shed blood of Jesus Christ is a man who, without option, must forgive 

others.  

 

Martyn Lloyd Jones says it this way, “If we really know Christ as our Lord and Savior, our hard hearts 

have been broken and we cannot refuse forgiveness. If you are refusing forgiveness to anyone, I 

suggest that you have never been forgiven. I say to the glory of God and in utter humility, that 

whenever I see myself before God and realize even something of what my blessed Lord has done for 

me, I am ready to forgive anyone anything.”6 When the grace of Christ comes into our hearts and 

God redeems us from sin’s bondage, it makes us forgiving. One of the best barometers to the state of 

our spiritual health is how quick we are to forgive others when they sin against us. Do you 

remember what Jesus said to the Pharisee who rebuked Him for receiving worship from a prostitute:  

 

A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him 

more?” Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he 

said to him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do 

you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet 

my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I 

came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 

anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for 

she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little. Luke 7:41–47 

 

We are never more like God than when we are forgiving others. 

 

 

 

 

                                                
 5 John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 397. 
6 D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 
348-349. 
 



III. DEPENDENCE ON GOD FOR POWER OVER TEMPTATION (v. 13) 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

What does Jesus teach us: Each of us, without out exception, are liable at all times to be led astray 

and fall. In other words, we aren’t as strong as we would like to think we are. There is great danger 

in the pious thinking that assumes we are too strong to stumble and fail. 

 

LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION 

 

Temptation is the Greek noun (peirasmo/ß - peirasmos). Its basic meaning is to “test”. When it’s 

used of Satan’s testing of believers with a view to their failing the test, it comes to mean temptation.7 

At face value, this seems like a strange request. To ask God to keep us from temptation might be 

more easily understood, but to ask that He not lead us into temptation is a bit more difficult.  

 

DOES GOD TEMPT US? 

 

James teaches us, “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 

cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is 

lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin 

when it is fully grown brings forth death” James 1:13-15. 

 

While God doesn’t tempt us to sin, He does test us. Peter writes, “In this you rejoice, though now for 

a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials (peirasmo/ß), so that the tested 

genuineness of your faith - more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire - may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” While God doesn’t 

tempt us, the validity of our faith is tested by how we respond to temptation when it comes.  

 

Here is something else for you to ponder: in His sovereignty, God uses our temptation to mold us 

more into the likeness of Christ. Jesus was tempted in the wilderness before His public ministry 

began and then again in the garden just hours before His crucifixion. He triumphed over temptation 

and conquered the impulse to flee from the cross. If temptations helped to shape the life and ministry 

of Jesus Christ, they also do the same for us! It is through temptations rightly borne that we grow in 

Christlike character.8    

 

So what is going on with the phrase, “Lead us not into temptation?” D.A. Carson suggests that Jesus 

is using a figure of speech that expresses a truth by negating the contrary. For example, when we use 

the phrase “not a few,” what we are really saying is “many”. If that’s the case and we interpret the 

text in this manner, Jesus is teaching us to pray that God would lead us “away” from temptation and 
                                                
7 Leon Morris, PNTC: The Gospel According to Matthew (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 1992), 148. 
8 R. Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 199. 



instead into righteousness. The emphasis is, “Lord, preserve me from temptation that will bring me 

under its sway and cause me to fall.” David made a similar request in Psalm 141:4, “Do not let my 

heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds in company with men who work iniquity, 

and let me not eat of their delicacies!” 

 

Jesus’ words are a hefty reminder that just as we are utterly dependent upon God to physical 

sustenance, so we also ought to sense our deep-rooted dependence on Him for moral triumph and 

spiritual victory.9 Do you remember what Jesus told His disciplines in John 15:5? He said, “I am the 

vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing.” When did you last pray that God would lead you away from 

temptation and into righteousness? 

 

We have a wonderful promise when we are in the throws of temptation! Paul reminds us, “No 

temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 

tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that 

you may be able to endure it” 1 Corinthians 10:13. 

 

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL (EVIL ONE) 

 

We have three primary enemies: the flesh, the world, and the devil. It’s difficult to know whether the 

best interpretation of this verse is simply that God would deliver (literally: rescue) us from “evil” in a 

general sense, or as many of your Bibles probably footnote, “the evil one,” referring specifically to 

Satan. The answer, in my humble opinion, is yes. I don’t know that we can make a clear-cut 

distinction between “evil” and the “evil one”. Peter reminds us, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. 

Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” 1 Peter 5:8. 

Jesus’ model prayer instructs us to be keenly aware of our sinful propensity to be lured and enticed  

 

Our prayers should reflect an understanding that Satan is powerful. He is the tempter, he is the liar, 

he is a murderer – and has been since the beginning. Paul refers to Satan as the “Prince of the power 

of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” Ephesians 2:2. We are powerless, 

in and of ourselves to deal with temptation. But just as praying “deliver us from the evil,” 

acknowledges that power of the evil one, in the same breath it also acknowledges that God’s power 

is greater!  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
9 D.A. Carson, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: An Exposition of Matthew 5-10 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1978), 76. 



THE MYSTERIOUS DOXOLOGY (v. 13b) 

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   

 

If you have the NASB, HCSB, KJV, or NKJV, you’ll see this verse included as a part of verses 13 – 

maybe in brackets. If you have the ESV or the NIV, this verse is omitted from the text and instead is 

included in the footnotes. What’s going on here? Good question! These words aren’t found in the 

oldest and most reliable manuscripts of Matthew’s gospel. This simply means that it’s likely that 

these words weren’t in the original text. Having said that, they are very fitting in a text that calls us to 

hallow the name of God, and pray that His Kingdom (rule) would be manifest and His will would be 

accomplished. Many other passages declare the same truths. Ezra’s words in 1 Chronicles 29:11 

sound strikingly familiar, “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 

victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, 

O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all.” Friends, let me submit to you that there are 10,000 

sermons contained in the sentence, “For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” 

We could never exhaust the riches contained in this glorious mine.  

 

SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER 

 

As we bring our study to a conclusion this morning, I am reminded of a poem written by the late 

Willaim Walford. Mr. Walford, an aged saint, owned a small novelty shop in Coleshire, England. 

Though he was blind, he would sit day by day in his small storefront carving and polishing pieces of 

bone to make shoehorns and other useful items for sale. As he worked, he would fellowship with the 

Lord in prayer, sometimes putting thoughts together to be shared in church the following Sunday. 

One day in 1842, an American pastor named Tom Salmon visited Mr. Walford’s little shop. 

Apparently, Mr. Walford talked with him about the theme of prayer, and the delight he took in 

fellowship with the Lord; then he asked if Pastor Salmon would write down some lines of a verse he 

had composed. “How will this do?” he asked as he began, seemingly uncertain as to the worth of his 

creation. Mr. Walford’s poem later became the beloved hymn Sweet Hour of Prayer.10  

 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

That calls me from a world of care,   Thy wings shall my petition bear 

And bids me at my Father’s throne   To Him whose truth and faithfulness 

Make all my wants and wishes known.  Engage the waiting soul to bless. 

In seasons of distress and grief,   And since He bids me seek His face, 

My soul has often found relief,   Believe His Word and trust His grace, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare,  I’ll cast on Him my every care, 

By thy return, sweet hour of prayer!  And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!11 

 

                                                
10 Accessed on 10/5/2017 from: https://wordwisehymns.com/2010/06/22/today-in-1850-william-walford-died/ 
11 Sweet Hour of Prayer, written by William W. Walford, 1772-1850. 



CLOSING BENEDICTION 

Hear this benediction from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 as we bring our corporate worship to a close, 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.” And all God’s people said, “Amen!” Go in peace.  

 


