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Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-12 
 
There are many confused and conflicting views today concerning the biblical teaching on divorce 
and remarriage. This, to be sure, isn’t as result of a lack of clarity in God’s Word, but rather a 
cloudiness of understanding in the minds of men when they view the biblical teaching through the 
lens of their own desires and preconceptions. The Bible’s teaching on divorce cannot be rightly 
understood apart from its teaching on marriage. That is why we spent the last three weeks studying 
marriage. From the beginning, God intended that the marriage be a monogamous, life-long 
relationship between one man and one woman. Marriage, as designed by God, is the welding 
together of two individuals into one new unit. There is a blending of two minds, two wills, two sets 
of emotions, and two spirits. And God’s desire has always been that this newly formed union would 
be indissoluble as long as both partners live. 
 
But in a world cursed by sin and marred by the fall, this is unfortunately not always the case – not 
because God’s plan has changed, but because of man’s rebelliousness to God’s will and His ways. 
The Pharisees, as we will see in our text this morning, applied a selfish, man-centered interpretation 
of the Scriptures, specifically Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 24:1-4, to falsely defend their desire for 
divorce. Instead of understanding Moses’ words as a divine concession as a result of the sinfulness 
and hard heartedness of man, the Pharisees interpreted the Old Testament Scriptures as means to 
their own sinful desires. In other words, they interpreted Moses’ words as a loophole or way of 
escape for any undesirable marriage. Far from encouraging divorce, the Old Testament Scriptures 
restrict it. Let’s turn our attention to our primary texts for this morning. Matthew, recording Jesus’ 
words, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, writes: 
 
Matthew 5:31-32 
 

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say 
to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes 
her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  
 

Matthew 19:3-11 
 

And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for 
any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” They said to him, “Why 
then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He said to 



them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from 
the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, “If such is the 
case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can 
receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given.   

 
Brothers and sisters, the grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever 
(Isaiah 40:8). 
 
THE CHALLENGE OF ESTEEMING MARRIAGE (AND) EXTENDING GRACE 
 
I have two primary but very challenging aims this morning. The reason they are challenging aims is 
that they seem to be in direct opposition to one another. My first aim is to affirm, uphold, and 
unapologetically esteem the sanctity or sacredness of the marriage covenant. Jesus Himself, in 
Matthew 19:6, pointed back to Genesis 2:24 when He declared, “What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” Jesus is unequivocally communicating that separating or severing 
what God has joined and united is an extremely serious matter. Among the greatest of problems in 
our culture, and there are many, is that marriage is not held in high regard. Even more tragic, is that 
marriage is held in less than high regard in some of our churches. While it’s always easier to get our 
standards from what other people do or say or from what we wish the Bible said, that option isn’t 
available to us.  
 
Our culture, for the most part, views marriage as a temporary arrangement, a contract, between two 
individuals rather than a permanent, abiding covenant. Consider for a moment the difference 
between a contract and a covenant. We live in a society built around contracts. Unfortunately, 
some view the marriage relationship as nothing more than a contract that can be entered into and 
then broken with little cost and relatively few consequences. A contract, by nature, is an agreement 
made in suspicion. The parties do not trust each other and as a result, they set “limits” on their 
responsibility in the relationship. A contract can be easily cancelled or cast aside on the basis of 
personal whims and weaknesses. A contract is conditional - as soon as one party fails to fulfill their 
obligations, the other party is free from the commitments of the contract. To view marriage as a 
contract is to say, “Now that I have signed, what do I get”? The focus is self-centered and is about 
receiving.  
 
A covenant, on the other hand, is an agreement made in trust. The parties love each other and put 
no limits on their responsibility in the relationship. A covenant can not be easily cancelled, broken, 
or cast aside because what has bound you together is not just a piece of signed paper, but the Lord 
Himself. A covenant is unconditional and not altered, changed, or discarded because of a failure to 
meet expectations. To view marriage as a covenant before God and to each other is to say, “I am 
giving myself to you unconditionally and without reservation.” The focus is on laying down your 
life in sacrificial serving. This covenant demands the death of two wills and the birth of one. “I” 
becomes “we,” only to be separated when one precedes the other in death. 



Statistics can be bent to tell just about any story you want to tell, but as we look at divorce statistics 
over the last 100 years, the picture they paint is absolutely devastating. In the early 1900’s only 1 in 
every 10 marriages (10%) ended in divorce. To terminate a marriage was viewed as taboo – maybe 
even treasonous. By 1920 the divorce rate had risen to 1 in 7 (14%). By 1940 it was 1 in 6 (17%). 
By 1960 25% of marriages ended in divorce. By 1970 almost 35% of marriages failed. And today, 
for every marriage that lasts a lifetime there is another that doesn’t. Sadly, 1 of every 2 marriages 
today do not pass the test of time, weather the storms, and cross the finish line. This is not God’s 
divine design for marriage.  
 
My first aim is to affirm, uphold, and esteem the sanctity of the marriage covenant. My second aim, 
and here is where the apparent conflict is, is to point us to the cross where Jesus was crucified to 
cleanse us from all sin, including the sin of adultery and divorce, and the guilt and shame that 
accompany them. The sense of guilt and shame and failure and rejection is more deeply felt in 
divorce than in perhaps any other human experience. There are the accompanying feelings of 
loneliness, betrayal, abandonment, and hopelessness. Divorced people often feel as though they are 
relegated to the outfield of the Church. We have a hard time mixing truth with grace and we often 
treat those who are divorced as an anomaly that we don’t exactly know what to do with.  
 
The challenge lies in trying to honor and esteem the sacredness of marriage without dishonoring 
and condemning those whose marriages have failed. How do you balance the importance of 
honoring your commitment to your marriage vows, while at the same time not making those who 
may already feel as if they have a scarlet “D” on their chest feel judged and rejected? How do I 
elevate the permanence of marriage without condemning the divorced? How do I call us to 
faithfulness without making the divorced feel unfit for Jesus or His Church? By God’s grace, I desire 
that we walk away this morning with a sense of firmness of conviction, but at the same time a fresh 
awareness of God’s forgiveness for sin. 
 
I want to be compassionate to those who have failed without compromising the high standards of 
Scripture. In a culture that sees marriages crumbling regularly and the sacred vows of marriage so 
easily dishonored, God’s people need to be immovable in their convictions regarding the 
sacredness of the marriage relationship.  Like a concrete pillar in the midst of turbulent waters, we 
need to commit to the permanence of marriage, regardless of our own personal experiences.  
Compromises on the sacredness and lifelong permanence of marriage – positions that weaken the 
solidarity of the covenant union – may feel loving in the short run but wreak havoc for thousands 
over the decades. Preserving the solid framework of the marriage covenant with high standards may 
feel tough now but produces ten thousand blessings for future generations.1 The whole of Scripture 
affirms that God’s heart is grieved by man’s departure from His divine plan for marriage.   
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 John Piper, This Momentary Marriage (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2009), 159-160. 



The prophet Malachi communicated these words to Israel in Malachi 2:13-16 (NASB):       
 

You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He no 
longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. “Yet you say, ‘For what 
reason?’ Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against 
whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 

“But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he 
was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously 
against the wife of your youth. “For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and him 
who covers his garment with wrong,” says the Lord of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, that 
you do not deal treacherously.”  Malachi 2:13-16 

 
Let me ask you a question: When does pre-marriage counseling begin? Let me submit that pre-
marriage counseling begins at birth and continues right through the teen years.  A great goal of any 
Bible church should be to teach and disciple God’s people to help them stay out of the statistics and 
to pursue strong marriages that are built on the foundation of Christ. This message is for you too, 
young people. Listen to God’s Word and hide it in your heart! 
 
THE DIVORCE CONTROVERSY OF JESUS’ DAY  
 
In the two texts before u, Jesus takes up the issue of divorce.  Matthew 5:31-32 can hardly be 
thought of as representing the sum total of Jesus’ teaching concerning divorce. As a matter of fact, 
they seem to be an abbreviated summary, of which Matthew 19:3-12 fills in with greater detail. 
Having said that, we would be wise to look at these two passages together and interpret the shorter 
passage in light of its longer counterpart. In Matthew 19:3-12 we learn that the Pharisees had 
conveniently worked out a neat and tidy way of getting out of marriage – or so they thought.  But 
Jesus blows the whistle on their erroneous interpretation of the Law and points them back to God’s 
blueprint for marriage.  We need to hear Jesus blowing that same whistle today! Let’s look at the 
text: 
  

And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for 
any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” They said to him, 
“Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He 
said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but 
from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” His disciples said to him, “If such is the 
case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can 
receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. Matthew 19:3-11 

 
 



TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT IN REGARDS TO DEUTERONOMY 24:1-4 
 
To understand the Pharisees’ question concerning the acceptable causes for divorce, we have to 
look back at an Old Testament text – Deuteronomy 24:1-4. Let me give you a little context before 
we read. There were two rival schools of thought in Jesus day as to the interpretation of the 
“indecency” (literally: nakedness of a thing) Moses spoke about in Deuteronomy 24:1-4. Both 
schools of thought were named after the rabbi that espoused them – Shammai and Hillel. Let’s look 
at the text the Pharisees were pointing to:  
 

When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he has 
found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand 
and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house, and if she goes and becomes 
another man’s wife, and the latter man hates her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts 
it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his 
wife, then her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after 
she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring sin 
upon the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 

 
Rabbi Shammai took the conservative road and interpreted the “indecency” in Deuteronomy 24 as 
meaning some form of grave marital “offense” or “infidelity”. Rabbi Hillel, on the other hand, took 
the liberal road and interpreted the “indecency” in Deuteronomy 24 as anything a husband didn’t 
like or approve of. According to the Hillel school of thought, a husband could divorce his wife for 
burning her husband’s food, speaking in a manner that he deemed to be disrespectful, embarrassing 
her husband in anyway, or because she seemed less desirable in her husband’s eyes because he 
became enamored by another woman and found her not to be as beautiful in comparison. All of 
these and an endless list of other trivial offenses were justifiable grounds for divorce. This was the 
prevailing view in the minds of the Pharisees.        
 
I want you to notice three differences between Jesus’ and the Pharisees’ understanding of the Bible.  
 
1. The Pharisees were preoccupied with the grounds for divorce, but Jesus was more interested in 

God's intention for marriage (v.3-6). 
And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any 
cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  

 
The question the Pharisees wanted answered was which school did Jesus endorse? Where did 
Jesus stand on the issue?  Was He conservative or liberal, strict or lax? The way the Pharisees 
framed their question clearly revealed where they stood (Hillel). They asked, “Is it lawful to 
divorce one’s wife for any cause?” Matthew 19:3. They were trying to trick Jesus into taking sides, 
but He eludes their trap and appeals rather to the original divine intention for marriage. 



Notice how Jesus answers their question – or doesn’t! He says nothing about divorce but instead 
He speaks to the institution of marriage in Genesis 2:24. Look at verses 4-6. Jesus says, “Have 
you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and 
said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” Jesus pointed the Pharisees right back to God’s blueprint for 
marriage! Marriage isn’t a contract of temporary convenience.  
 
It’s interesting to note that the word translated “man” in Matthew 19:6, “Let not man separate,” is 
the word (a‡nqrwpoß - anthropos). It’s not the word that distinguishes between male and female, 
but rather the word that distinguishes between human and divine. The contrast is: “If God joined 
the man and woman in marriage, then man (literally: humans) have no right to separate what He 
joined. Since God created this sacred union with this sacred purpose to display the unbreakable 
firmness of his covenant love for his people, it simply does not lie within man’s rights to destroy 
what God created.2 

 
2. The Pharisees called Moses’ provision for divorce a command; Jesus calls it a concession due to 

the hardness of human hearts (v. 7-8).   
They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send 
her away?” He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce 
your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 
 

Since Jesus didn’t answer their initial question, at least to their satisfaction, they fire another at Him. 
In verse 7 they ask, ““If God’s design is that marriage be permanent, why then did Moses command 
one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” Did you notice what the Pharisees did 
right there? They twisted Scripture. They asked why Moses commanded a divorce certificate be 
given. Jesus stops them right in their tracks in verse 8 when he replies, “Because of your hardness of 
heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.” Initially, all 
divorce was inconceivable. When God made man and woman, no allowance was made for 
divorce. Divorce, both then and now, is a departure from the original design for marriage. It is 
a concession, not a command. If there is divorce, it is not because God intended it that way. It is, 
rather, because you are sinful. God made a concession for human weakness.  
 
The purpose for the divorce certificate was to serve as a deterrent to hasty, frivolous, thoughtless 
actions by the husband. It was meant to testify to the woman’s freedom from marital obligation to 
the husband who divorced her and to protect her from being thought of as an adulteress; it declared 
that the end to her marriage was caused by something less than violation of her marriage vow, 
which would have been punished by stoning. But the Pharisees interpreted God’s concession as a 
command so that they could put their wives away and serve their lusts – all while “saving face”. 
 
 

                                                
2 Piper, 162. 



 
3. The Pharisees regarded divorce lightly; Jesus took it so seriously that, that for only one 

exception, He called all remarriage after divorce adultery (v.9)3 
And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, 
commits adultery. 

 
Friends, we need to be very careful that we don’t functionally operate just like the Pharisees. We 
need to never be more focused on the permissible grounds for divorce over of God’s ideal plan for 
marriage.  Jesus indicts the Pharisees for adultery because they were guilty of it by putting their 
wives away and remarrying and teaching that others could do the same. The Pharisees thought that 
only a little paperwork was required to legalize their lusts – Jesus says, “Not so.” Jesus’ disciples 
respond soberly to the high calling of marriage when they say in verse 10, “If such is the case of a 
man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” Jesus adds, “Not everyone can receive this saying, but 
only those to whom it is given.” 
 
WHAT, IF ANY, ARE THE EXCEPTIONS GIVEN IN SCRIPTURE 
 
While we must underscore the fact that divorce is never instructed or encouraged, there do seem to 
be two exceptions given in Scripture. Having said that, if you filled a bus with theologians and Bible 
teachers, you would have as many explanations when it comes to the way we should interpret these 
so called exceptions.  The first exception appears here in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9: 
 
A. SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

Matthew 5:32 -  except on the ground of sexual immorality (pornei÷a - porneia)… 
Matthew 19:9 - except for sexual immorality… 

 
Jesus does not say that porneia necessitates divorce; no one is required to divorce his or her 
spouse should it occur. Nothing, not even adultery, puts a marriage beyond repair. Jesus does say 
that to divorce a spouse on any other grounds other than sexual immorality is to make him / her 
commit adultery. Note that the wife does not become an adulteress simply by being divorced. 
Jesus envisions her getting remarried (most women were not able to independently support 
themselves), in which case both she and her second husband commit adultery. How is that? 
Because God still regards her first marriage as binding. Only adultery severs the marital bond.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
3 John R. Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1978), 94-95. 

 



B. DESERTION BY AN UNBELIEVER 
The second exemption held by the majority of Bible teachers is given by Paul in 1 Corinthians 
7:12-16. Paul highlights two scenarios: 

 
A. Two spouses who profess to be believers (v.10-11) 

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her 
husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), 
and the husband should not divorce his wife. 1 Corinthians 7:10–11 

 
Paul never encourages divorce, but he says if they do divorce – and infidelity was not the cause -  
the two must not remarry. Why? Because the marital bond is still intact and remarriage would 
constitute adultery. If, in spite of Paul and Jesus’ instruction, a divorce occurs, remarriage is 
forbidden. There are only two options: remain single or be reconciled. 

 
B. One spouse is a believer and the other is an unbeliever (v.12-16) 

To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she 
consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. If any woman has a husband who is an 
unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving 
husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of 
her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the 
unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. 
God has called you to peace. For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your 
husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?  1 Corinthians 
7:12–16 

 
It’s important to note that Paul isn’t telling the Christian spouse that he or she is free to divorce 
his/her unbelieving spouse. However, if the unbeliever chooses to leave, or if the unbeliever 
initiates divorce, the Christian “is not under bondage” or “ not enslaved” (v.15). Not enslaved to 
what? Not enslaved to pursue the deserting spouse.  Paul is saying that it is not necessary for the 
believer to contest the divorce action.  
 
Many also believe Paul means the innocent believing spouse is “not enslaved” to the marital 
covenant and thus free to remarry. Innocent vs. guilty party… It must be noted that the NT never 
addresses the “rights” or “freedom” of the guilty party. 
 
The practical problem one faces here is the definition of desertion. The Bible provides no explicit 
guidance on this point. Question: does physical abuse, sexual abuse (of spouse or children), 
drunkenness, financial recklessness and irresponsibility that endangers the family constitute 
desertion and thus a severing of the marital covenant? We must tread very carefully were God’s 
Word is not explicit.  

 
 



WHAT ABOUT MARRIAGE PRE-CONVERSION 
 
There are many individuals who come to know Christ after they have been married and divorced – 
sometimes more than once. As with all sin, the dissolution of marriage prior to conversion is wiped 
clean. This means that a person who is divorced before becoming a “new creation” in Christ is 
permitted to remarry another “new creation” after their conversion and establish a Christian home 
regardless of their previous history.  The Corinthian Church was presumably filled with couples like 
this. In his letter to the church Paul said, “Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God” 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.4 
 
WHAT ABOUT REMARRIAGE AFTER THE DEATH OF A SPOUSE 
 
Death of a spouse frees one to remarry. Paul said, “For a married woman is bound by law to her 
husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 

Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is 
alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an 
adulteress” Romans 7:2-3. Later in 1 Corinthians 7:39 he said, “A wife is bound to her husband as 
long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the 
Lord”. 
 
BELIEVERS MUST BE COMMITTED TO THE SACREDNESS OF MARRIAGE 
 
The attitude we should come away with here is one of great humility. We ought to be left saying, 
“Wow, marriage is holy ground, it’s not something to be messed around with.” Regardless of our 
cultural relativism, or the opinions of our social and therapeutic experts, marriage is a sacred, 
permanent covenant only to be dissolved by death. Biblically, marriage is commitment. Far from 
backing out when the going gets tough, marriage partners are to sort out their difficulties in light of 
Scripture. They are to hang in there, working on their marriage, because they have vowed before 
God and man to love together and love each other for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in 
sickness and in health, until death separates them.5 As believers, we need to do all we can to honor 
what God honors. 
 
You might be asking yourself the question, “What if I’ve already broken God’s standard here?  What 
if I’m divorced?  What if I’m remarried?  What do I do?”  Many believers are in this situation.  As in 
every sin, we confess our sin and repent of where we have failed to meet God’s righteous standards, 
and then we commit to upholding them from this day forward!  We want to be very careful not to 
try and defend or justify what God hates – that is exactly what the Pharisees were doing. 
                                                
4 James Montgomery Boice, The Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1972), 120-121.  
5 D.A. Carson, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: An Exposition of Matthew 5-10 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1978), 49. 



For those who have gone through divorce, are divorced and remarried, or are in a marriage that is 
very difficult, Jesus’ words here can seem burdensome – but that is never the case in reality.  
Remember several things as we proceed.  Good men have differed in how they understand the 
Scriptures about divorce and remarriage.  And, there is law and grace.  Christ interprets the law for 
us and says this is the divine standard:  God ordained marriage (Genesis 2).  God hates divorce 
(Malachi 2).  But then Christ went to Calvary and took the punishment for breaking God’s standards.  
Where sin abounds, grace superabounds (Romans 5:20). Neither adultery nor divorce and 
remarriage are unpardonable sins.  But, at the same time, we cannot lower God’s standards because 
of our own personal experiences or to accommodate the moral relativism of our culture. 
 
Here is our great hope: No matter our marriage status, no matter if by God’s sheer grace we have 
been successful or we have failed. No matter if we have been faithful or faithless, Jesus Christ, the 
Captain of our salvation, will be faithful to us till the end. His mercy and grace cover our every 
iniquity.  
 
CLOSING BENEDICTION: 
 
Hear this word of encouragement from Jude 24-25 as we bring our corporate worship to a close this 
morning. Jude writes, “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever.” 
And all God’s people said, “Amen”! Go in peace! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


