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Let it Shine, Let it Shine, Let it Shine 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 
 
Light… it’s one of God’s greatest miracles. It travels 186,000 miles per second or 670 million 
miles per hour. To put that speed into perspective, if you were to try and race light around the 
circumference of the earth, light would lap you seven and a half times before you were able to 
take your first step. Light sustains our entire life system on this little blue ball we call home. The 
first thing God created on day one was light and at the end of earth’s history, after the sun has 
been extinguished, Jesus Christ, the crucified, risen, reigning Lamb, will forever be our lamp. 
John recounting his vision of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21:22-24 writes, “I saw no temple 
in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of 
sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light 
will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it” Revelation 21:22–
24.   
 
Last Sunday we talked about the reality that the world is in a state of spiritual decay. Just as this 
world is decaying and in need of believers to be salt, the world is also in a state of utter spiritual 
darkness and desperately in need of believers to be light. Every Christian has been called out of 
darkness and into light. Peter says, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light” 1 Peter 2:9. We have been called into marvelous light 
that we might reflect it and shine in the world in which we live. Paul encouraged the Philippians, 
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children 
of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world…” Philippians 2:14–16. God has made us visible; He has enabled us 
to illumine life; and He has placed us where He wants us to shine. Let’s turn our attention to our 
text for this morning. Matthew, recording Jesus’ words under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
writes: 
 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:14–16 

 
 
 
 
 
 



I. THE WORLD IS IN A STATE OF UTTER SPIRITUAL DARKNESS (v.14a) 
   You are the light of the world. 
 
All believers, and many unbelievers, would readily agree that we are living in a dark world. Ever 
since Adam flipped the switch of disobedience, creation was plunged into spiritual darkness and 
spiritual death. As a result of the fall, men are born into darkness, their understanding is darkened 
(cf. Ephesians 4:18), and they no longer see the glory of God (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:4). It’s 
interesting to note that light is often a metaphor for truth in the Bible. When the light switch of 
truth was turned off in the hearts of men in Genesis chapter 3, we subsequently became lovers of 
darkness (cf. John 3:19) rather than lovers of light. Listen to Paul’s indictment of our darkness 
loving hearts in Romans 1:18-32:  
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For 
their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due 
penalty for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up 
to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they 
know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not 
only do them but give approval to those who practice them.   

 
Isn’t it interesting that the world seems bent on talking about its enlightenment? The Renaissance 
of the 15th and 16th centuries stoked a new interest in knowledge. Then came the period known 
as the Enlightenment of the 18th century, which was, in many ways, the beginning of the modern 
attack on the authority of the Scripture. Philosophy and human reason were elevated to the place 
of preeminent authority above divine revelation. The prevailing thought since that time is that 
knowledge, not Scripture, brings light. But all we have to do is look at the number of failed 
personal lives, failed relationships, ruthless behavior, and ungodly conduct to know that a lack of 



knowledge isn’t the problem. The problem is that we are sinful by nature and learning more 
doesn’t cure that, only the grace of God in a new heart can cure our darkness-loving disease.  
 
  
II. AS BELIEVERS, WE ARE CALLED TO THE HIGH PRIVILEGE OF REFLECTING CHRIST’S  

LIGHT (v.14b-15)  
    A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 

on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.   
 
Jesus describes believers using two metaphors: (1) A city set on a hill (2) A household lamp. Both 
have the same implication – Christians are to shine! Let me color a picture in your mind of how 
Jesus compares a brightly illuminated city on a hill to us as believers. Turn with me to John 8:12 
for a brief moment. Here, in chapter 8, John records Jesus’ teaching that He is the light of the 
world. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” These words of Jesus came the day following the spectacular nighttime 
ceremony known as the “Illumination of the Temple”. This celebration took place in the temple 
before four massive golden candelabra that were topped with huge torches. It is said that the 
candelabra were as tall as the highest walls of the temple and that topping the candelabra was a 
bowl that held 65 liters (17 gallons) of oil. When the sun set on the night of the ceremony, young 
priests would carry oil up to the great bowls and light their protruding wicks. As the flames leapt 
from the torches, not only was the temple illuminated, but all of Jerusalem sat in the glow of the 
light. As the torches roared, the people would dance and sing in the temple courts as they 
remembered the great pillar of fire (the glorious cloud of God’s presence) that led the people of 
Israel during their sojourn in the wilderness. It was in the temple the following morning, with 
charred torches still in place that Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” The fact that Jesus is the great Light of 
the world is foundational to our understanding and must control our thinking as we look at 
Matthew 5:14-16, where Jesus applies the metaphor to us!1   
 
What are we to make of this? We need to understand that Jesus is the ultimate light. We, on the 
other hand, are reflectors of and pointers to Christ the light. Think about the moon. It has no 
radiance of it’s own. As you see the moon rise in the evening sky, its luminescence is a result of a 
reflection of the sun’s radiant beams. In the same way, we as believers, are to reflect the light of 
Christ to a lost and dying world. In 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 Paul says, “For what we proclaim is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord…. For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” Similarly, Paul told the Church at Ephesus, “For at one time you were darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 
and right and true)” Ephesians 5:8-9. As we reflect Christ’s light, we will shine unmistakably 
bright – like a city on a hill that lights up all that’s around it.  

                                                
1 R. Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 87-88. 

 



We should take note of the progression of Jesus’ teaching. We are the salt of the earth first, and 
then we are the light of the world. What is the significance of this? The emphasis we see in the 
Sermon on the Mount is first what the Christian is and then what he is to do. Salt of the earth is 
the general effect of the Christian on his world – in his home, grocery store, office, sports field, 
etc. Jesus moves from who the Christian is as salt to what he is to do, or his particular function, as 
light. Salt causes others to notice a difference in your life – the way you act and the way you 
speak. It causes them to ask questions like where does your joy come from or how do you seem 
to have such purpose in your life? It is at that point that we are able to speak the light of gospel 
truth. Martyn Lloyd Jones says: 
 

Far too often we Christians tend to reverse the order. We have spoken in a very enlightened 
manner, but we have not always lived as the salt of the earth. Whether we like it or not, our 
lives should be the first thing o speak; and if our lips speak more than our lives it will avail very 
little. So often the tragedy has been that people proclaim the gospel in words, but their whole 
life and demeanor has been a denial of it. The world doesn’t pay much attention to them. Let us 
never forget this order deliberately chosen by our Lord; the salt of the earth before the light of 
the world. We are something before we begin to act as something.  

 
THE EFFECT OF YOUR SPIRITUAL LIGHT: 
 
1. Your gospel light exposes darkness.  
 

Think about trying to fumble around in a dark room. In my house it is treacherous to walk 
across the living room floor in the early hours of the morning to tuck a little one back in bed. 
In the dark it’s impossible to see the mile long line of Hot Wheel cars that have been 
meticulously lined up to race. But as soon as the light is turned on, it reveals what is there. 
There is a real sense in which people are not truly aware of the darkness until light appears. 
Speaking about the beginning of Jesus’ teaching ministry Matthew said, “The people dwelling 
in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
on them a light has dawned” Matthew 4:16. One of the best ways of revealing something is to 
provide a contrast – that is the whole point of the Sermon on the Mount. Every Christian who 
walks with the light of the world reflects the light of the world in such a ways as to expose the 
darkness. Martyn Lloyd Jones says: 

 
Just by being [a] Christian he shows a different type of life, and that immediately reveals the 
true character and nature of the other way of living. In the word, he is like a light being 
[which has been turned on], and immediately people begin to think, and wonder, and feel 
ashamed. He need not say a word; just by being what he is he makes people feel ashamed 
of what they are doing, and in that way he is functioning as light. He is providing a 
standard…[which] brings out the error and failure of man’s way of thinking and living. The 
influence the Christian has as light in the world is to show [what] belongs to darkness. 
[Those in darkness] thrive in darkness, and somehow or other they cannot stand the light. 



This is exactly what John says in John 3:19-20, “And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest 
his works should be exposed.” We don’t make the darkness darker by our light, we simply 
make the darkness felt.  

 
2. Your gospel light explains the cause of darkness.  
 

The greatest thinkers according to the world’s standards can offer little more than an analysis 
of the world’s problems. They can identify the fruit, but they are in the dark as to root of the 
troubles of the world. Christians know and understand that the real problem with the world 
isn’t a lack if knowledge, but rather an estrangement from God. Man has been made such that 
he cannot truly live unless he lives in relationship to God. He was made by God and for God. 
Paul reminds us of that in Colossians 1:16, “For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him.” Every difficulty in the world today can be traced back 
to sin – specifically the sin of rebellious selfishness and self-seeking. All the quarrels, disputes, 
misunderstandings, jealousy, envy, and malice all come back to man’s feverish love of self. 
The problem with man is not in his intellect, it’s in his nature.    

 
3. Your gospel light warns of the danger of darkness.  
 

Consider a lighthouse that safely guides a ship away from perilous danger and into harbor or 
the lights that illuminate a runway to guide aircraft to a safe landing. Friends, people are 
crashing daily into the eternal darkness of God’s wrath. Do you remember the “snaps”? The 
lighthouse, if its light is not burning, is a peril instead of a safeguard. A lighthouse that isn’t 
burning doesn’t warn incoming vessels of the impending dangers of colliding into the jagged 
shoreline. As a result, ships, like the lives of unbelievers, plow full steam ahead toward 
destruction. Your gospel light exposes what the darkness tries to conceal and warns of the 
dangers of sin. But if your light isn’t shining, you are more of a hazard than a help. So shine, 
shine brightly!   

 
4. Your gospel light points to the way out of darkness.  
 

Let me just allow Jones to speak again: 
 

Christian people, you and I are living in the midst of men and women who are in a state of 
gross darkness. They will never have any light anywhere in this world except from you and 
from me and the gospel we believe and teach. They are watching us. Do they see something 
different about us? Are our lives a silent rebuke to them? Do we live as to lead then to come 
and ask us, “Why do you always look so peaceful? How is it you are so balanced? How can 
you stand up to things as you do? Why is it that you are not dependent on artificial aids and 
pleasures as we are? What is this thing you have got?” If they do we can then tell them that 



wondrous, amazing, but tragically neglected news, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.  
 
Light proclaims itself. Every morning as the sun rises and announces a new day. Does your 
life announce and proclaim the truth? Is your life providing any contrast to the darkness? But 
a godly life alone is not sufficient. We must, along with that godly life, proclaim the simple, 
and yet infinitely profound, message of the gospel that Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners (cf. 1 Timothy 1:15).  

 
THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS AN INVISIBLE BELIEVER  
 
It is contradictory to the purpose of a candle to light it and then hide it. We need to recognize 
that this must be an obvious temptation for each of us if Jesus uses such an illustration in this 
teachable moment. There is in each of us, for a variety of reasons (fear of man, fear of failure, 
feelings of inadequacy, fear of offending others, indifference, etc.) a temptation to cover our 
flame as to better blend in with those around us. Whatever basket is offered to you, even if it’s 
subtle, that would seek to conceal your light is handed to you by the Evil One himself. Flight into 
the invisible is a denial of the call (of Christ). A community of Jesus which seeks to hide itself has 
ceased to follow Him.2 Just as salt without its savor is useless, so light, if it cannot be seen, is of 
no value. But the true Christian can’t be hidden – at least not completely. He can’t escape being 
noticed. A true believer will always stand out. Are you hiding your light? If so, why? If you are 
struggling with the temptation to cover your light, which we all do at times, I would encourage 
you to ask God to put His finger on the root issue in your heart so you can repent of it as sin and 
shine all the brighter. A wise man once told me, “If you seek to please God, it matters not who 
you displease. If, on the other hand, you displease God, it matters not who else you please.” 
Keep that in mind as you seek to be light in this dark world.  
 
AS BELIEVERS, WE MUST KEEP THE LIGHT OF CHRIST BURNING BRIGHTLY IN OUR LIVES.  
 
You need two things in order for a lamp to give light. You need oil and a wick. Metaphorically, 
you and I are the wick that is to burn brightly for Christ in this dark world. But the wick is useless 
by itself. It needs to be infused with the oil in order to burn. First, we need to ask ourselves if we 
have the “oil” of new life in Christ. Have we been born again? Do we have regenerate hearts by 
the power of the Holy Spirit? That is the oil for our lamp! Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians was, 
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God” Ephesians 3:17–19. 
 
 

                                                
2 Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 



While there is an initial filling when we come to Christ, we need to understand that the oil in our 
lamps continually needs to be replenished. By what means are our lamps filled? Prayer, intake of 
the word, fellowship with likeminded believers. As we take advantage of the means of grace, as 
we live in close fellowship with Christ, the oil for our lamp is replenished. This is a continual 
process. Remember that we as believers are to be hungering and thirsting for righteousness. We 
are in a perpetual need for Christ. To the degree that we hunger and thirst for the righteousness of 
Christ, we will never lack in receiving his supply! 
 
Not only is the oil essential in order for our lamp to burn brightly, but we must also tend to the 
wick. Without care for the wick, specifically trimming the wick, the lamp burns inefficiently. 
How are we to care for our wicks? We are to be intentionally growing the Christlike character 
that Jesus lays out in the Beatitudes: poverty of spirit, mourning over sin, meekness, hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, mercy, purity of heart, peacemakers, and joyful in the midst of 
persecution.  
 
 
III. BE SET ABLAZE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD (v.16) 

 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

 
We have been entrusted with a great responsibility as Christians. Jesus said, “In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” Matthew 5:16. This is not a suggestion; it’s a command! If we are light, 
it’s not an option not to shine. That’s what light does. What is the mode of our shining as 
believers? Jesus tells us that it is by our good works that we shine. It’s interesting to note that Jesus 
uses the Greek word kalos here for “good” instead of the more common word agathos. Kalos has 
the idea of attractive or beautiful. Our lives are to be full of beautiful and attractive service to 
God and others. Why? So that those who are not in the light might see our light and in turn 
glorify our God who is in heaven. Our prayer ought to be that of David in Psalm 115:1, “ Not to 
us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name be the glory…”  
 
Letting our light shine before men allows them to see our good works (cf. Ephesians 2:10), the 
beauty the Lord has worked in us. To see good works done by us is simply to see Christ in us. 
When the lost around you see your life, do they see a person who has purpose, joy, contentment, 
and God-confidence, or do they see a person full of ego, who talks about themselves constantly, 
prides themselves on accomplishments, and excuses their failures? To shine is to display a 
concern for sin and its offensiveness. It’s to have humility of heart and a continual hunger to 
please God. It is to be unimpressed with the world’s glitz and glamour, but rather to seek first his 
kingdom and righteousness. It means that you desire to live for Christ in every circumstance. 
Remember Paul told the Corinthians, “For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those 
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised” 
2 Corinthians 5:14–15. 



We are to do all that we do for Christ and His glory. So our pursuit of righteousness is first for 
God’s glory and secondarily that others may see our good works, and not praise us, but praise 
our Father who is in Heaven. We should pray that our lives would be so honoring to Christ, so 
salty and so aflame for the things of God that it leads others to see the glory of God and the 
goodness of God and give Him praise. The Psalmist said, “Let everything that has breath praise 
the Lord” Psalm 150:6. Here is a question – Are we living in such a manner as encourages others 
to praise and honor God? Does our manner of life encourage this response in the lives of others? 
Not only are you to glorify God, but you are to live in such a way as encourages others to glorify 
Him as well. That truth ought to drive us to our knees in humility!  
 
Have you ever noticed how people would often times praise God after Jesus’ miracles? They 
would say, “We have never seen anything like that before.” You and I are to live that same way! 
Peter encourages us in 1 Peter 2:12, “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day of visitation.” Remember, there is coming a day when the darkness of this sin-riddled world 
will be forever gone. Come Lord Jesus come!  
 
SHINING IN ETERNITY 
 
Let me land the plane and leave you with this soul stirring reality this morning. Jesus, in Matthew 
13:43, at the conclusion of the Parable of the Sower, tells us that in eternity we will be a part of 
the shining light! He said, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.” It is interesting to note that the heavens are said to reflect and declare the glory of God, 
but as Christians we have the incredible hope of one day sharing in the glory of God. We will 
shine with Him for all eternity. But as for today, this side of eternity, let us determine by God’s 
grace to shine as brightly as possible in this dark world. Light is unashamed, bold, and clear. Let’s 
get about the business of shamelessly proclaiming Christ, backed up with a life that honors Him! 
 
 


