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Seeing Christ 
Mark 9:2-13 

 
Review/Introduction: The struggle of trusting in Christ as the long-awaited Messiah in the midst 
of suffering.  
 
Summary: Here we are given a glimpse of Christ’s unimpeachable authority & unstoppable 
mission. Jesus is not another disappointing politician – He is the greater Moses leading the 
greater Exodus, He is the King anointed by God enthroned on God’s Holy Mountain, and He is 
the Son of Man who brings with him the long awaited Day of the Lord… 
  
I. Jesus: The Greater Moses (9:2-4, Exodus 24:9-18, etc)  
 
 A. A Familiar Theme: Christ as Moses (Mark 1, Mark 8, Mark 6, etc) 
  - From the beginning of Mark’s Gospel account, there is language of a new  
  Exodus. We can see this in Mark’s introduction as well as in various miracles we  
  have already covered (specifically the feedings that took place in the Wilderness).  
 
 B. A Familiar Location (Moses’ Mountain Top Meeting) (Exodus 24:9-18)  
  - The location of this story (a mountain) would have also carried with it clear Old  
  Testament significance. In the story of the Exodus, Mt. Sinai played a significant  
  part as it was the location where Moses was said to meet with God and receive the 
  10 Commandments. Details of that story are clearly alluded to by Mark in today’s 
  passage.  
.     
 C. An Overwhelming Scene  
  - Although this mountain top might have sounded familiar to the disciples because 
  of their knowledge of the Old Testament account of the Exodus, it was different  
  in a few significant ways:   
   1) Jesus glows with glory (Exodus 34:29ff) 
   2) Moses: The Law Giver, the leader of the great Exodus 
   3) Elijah : The great prophet who’s return is  promised in Malachi 4 
 
Summary: THIS SIGHT MUST HAVE BEEN UTTERLY OVERWHELMING… 
 * Here the end time of salvation of Israel has seemingly begun… 
 
II. Jesus: God’s Anointed King (Mark 9:5-8, Psalm 2) 
 
 A. Peter’s Confusion (9:5)  
  i. Peter’s First Point of Confusion: “Rabbi”  
   - It appears that, in this moment, Peter fails to understand the clear   
   difference between Christ (the Son of God) and previous leaders (Elijah  
   and Moses)      
  ii. Peter’s Second Point of Confusion: “Let’s Set Up!” 
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   - Peter forgets who he is speaking to and remains utterly incapable of  
   seeing how this sight before him meshes with any concept of   
   suffering/death.  
 
Summary: Peter doesn’t know what he is seeing/saying. All he appears to know is “this seems 
good…” 
 
 B. God’s Correction (Mark 9:6-8, 1:11, Psalm 2)  
  i. An echo of Jesus’ baptism (something the disciples had not heard) 
  ii. An echo of OT (Targum translation) (Psalm 2) 
   - The King of Yahweh sits enthroned on Mt. Zion… 
  iii. A declaration of Christ’s Present Rule/Reign (lest you be crushed) 
   * “Here is my chosen King: LISTEN TO HIM!” (even when he’s talking  
   about suffering)  
 
Side Discussion: Why we cannot simply dismiss the inconvenient teachings of Christ 
 
Summary: Here, then, is not simply a new prophet or new Moses leading a new people. Here is 
the unique King promised long ago. Here is a present ruler… 
 
Transition: But this language still causes some uncertainty/confusion for these disciples. The 
“Day of the Lord” in the OT, afterall, was a grand event…preceded by grand events (ie, Elijah). 
So what about all of those prophecies? What about his promised death? How does it all fit 
together?  
 
III. Jesus: The Son of Man (who brings the Day of the Lord) (Mark 9:9-13, Daniel, Mal. 3-
4) 
 
 A. The Confusion (9:9-11, Malachi 3:1-4, 4:4-6) 
  i. Christ’s command for silence (nothing new here, folks) 
  ii. Old Testament Promises (Malachi 3-4) 
   1) The Day of the Lord is coming by the hand of Yahweh  
   2) Before the Lord returns, there will be a forerunner, Elijah, who will turn 
   the people back…(SO where is Elijah?) 
 
 B. The Explanation 
  i. The Prophecy is correct (the scribes said it right) 
  ii. The Prophecy was fulfilled 
   - John the Baptist (same dress, message, and even “popularity”)  
 
 C. The Meaning  
  - The authority/rule of Jesus was never in jeopardy. Despite the actions taken by  
  his enemies (most notably, their success in having him handed over for   
  crucifixion), the reality that this passage declares is that the will of the Father was  
  being perfectly executed. In response, the Disciples were being reminded of the  
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  constant message proclaimed by Christ: The Kingdom of God is here! Repent  
  (and submit to Christ’s rule).  
   
IV. Conclusion/Application: See (really see) Jesus… 
 
 A. Unbelievers 
  i. Don’t make the same mistake as Christ’s enemies  
  ii. Bow before Christ 
 
 B. Believers 
  i. Be Humbled   
  ii. Be Encouraged (we can trust him)  
  iii. Follow him… 
 
 
 
 


