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What is the greatest miracle God has ever performed? The greatest miracle God has ever performed 

is that God became a man. It is by far the most amazing miracle in the whole Bible – far more 

amazing than the resurrection and more amazing than the creation of the universe. The fact that the 

infinite, omnipotent, eternal Son of God could become man and join Himself to a human nature 

forever; so that infinite God became one person with finite man, will remain for eternity the most 

profound miracle and the most profound mystery in all the universe.1 Paul says, “Great indeed, we 

confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by 

angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory” 1 Timothy 3:16. 

Let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

Law, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 

So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. Galatians 4:4–7 

 

 

1. THE TIMELINESS OF THE SON. (v. 4) 

But when the fullness of time had come…  

 

What does Paul mean when he refers to the birth of Christ as taking place, “When the fullness of 

Christ had come?” In simple terms, we can understand Paul to mean that every divinely ordained 

detail leading up to Jesus’ entry into our world had been accomplished. The stage had been set, all 

the characters were in place, and God, the director of redemption’s drama cued the main character. 

Like a master tailor, with needle and thread in hand, God had been sovereignly orchestrating every 

detail of time from creation to the moment when He would send His Son into the world. Speaking 

about God’s perfect timing, Charles Spurgeon says:  
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The infinite Lord appoints the date of every event; all times are in His hand. There are no loose 

threads in the providence of God, no stiches are dropped, no events left to chance. The great 

clock of the universe keeps good time, and the whole machinery of providence moves with 

unerring punctuality.2 

 

The entrance of Jesus into this world was right on time (politically, linguistically, and spiritually):  

 

A. Politically – Rome was the central superpower of the day and much of world rested under its 

government. Prior to Rome’s political control, the landscape of time had been tattered by war 

and unrest. As Rome rose to political and military control, the pax Romana (Roman peace) 

was instituted. This was a 200-year period that brought relative unity throughout the Empire 

and ushered in a political and economic stability characterized the Eastern world. It was 

during this time that Rome developed a transportation system with major roadways that led 

from Rome to the rest of the inhabited world (all roads lead to Rome). This, along with the 

relative peace experienced in the land, made it possible for the gospel to spread with relative 

freedom. 

 

B. Linguistically - As a result of Alexander the Great’s conquests, 350 years prior to Christ’s birth, 

Greek culture and language permeated the ancient world. Though Rome conquered Greece 

militarily, and politically ruled the world, Greek influence and culture dominated the Roman 

Empire. One of the results of Greece’s cultural influence was that Koine Greek, the language 

of the New Testament, became the predominant language. While this wasn’t Alexander the 

Great’s intention, in God’s sovereignty, as Paul and the disciples traveled from city to city, 

they didn’t have to learn a new language or have their message translated into local dialects. 

Most people knew and spoke Greek, so the gospel could linguistically spread with relative 

ease.   

 

C. Spiritually – Old religions and philosophies were dying as they were seen as powerless to 

change lives. The Law had accomplished its intended purpose of showing man his utter 

sinfulness and inability to live up to God’s righteous standard. Israel had rejected much of the 

idol worship that took place before the Babylonian captivity. Messianic expectancies and 

anticipations were growing. Monotheism was generally accepted by Israel. The Old 

Testament had been completed and compiled by Ezra and others. Synagogues that taught the 

Old Testament Scriptures dotted the landscape, and the timing was right for the fulfillment of 

prophecy concerning Christ’s birth. All of this cultivated fertile ground for the preaching and 

spread of the gospel. 

 

Who was it lying in the manger? It was the very Child that all time had been waiting for.  
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2. THE UNIQUENESS OF THE SON. (v. 4) 

God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the Law… 

 

A. God sent forth His Son – Paul highlights the deity of Christ. 

 

The word translated “sent forth” is the Greek verb (ejxaposte÷llw - exapostello). It means to send 

out on a mission. Jesus isn’t a self-appointed savior; He was sent by the authority of the Father to 

redeem sinners. This glorious truth, that God sent forth His Son, lies at the heart of the Christmas 

account and the good news of the Gospel. God intervened decisively in human history by sending 

forth his Son into human history.  

 

Notice that God is the initiator of redemption. It wasn’t we who moved toward God, but rather God 

who moved toward us. What grace. It was God, the offended party, that that broke the silence with 

infinite compassion. In Psalm 8:3-4 David said, “ When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of 

him, and the son of man that you care for him?”  

 

The fact that Jesus was sent underscores His eternality. He existed before He was sent. Jesus is the 

eternal, pre-existent Son of God. Equal in nature, but willingly subordinate. The writer of Hebrews 

reminds us that, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power” Hebrews 1:3. Paul says:    

 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in 

him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 

in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Colossians 1:15–20  

 

THIS WASN’T PLAN B 

 

While it’s hard for us to wrap our minds around the virgin birth, perfect life, substitutionary death, 

and victorious resurrection of Jesus Christ; this has always been plan A. God’s plan of redemption is 

an eternal plan. God has always purposed to save erring sinners by crushing His Son in their place. 

In what way did the Savior of the world make His entrance? Look back at verse 4. 

 

 

 

 



B. Born of a woman - Paul highlights the humanity of Christ. 

 

The Son of God became the Son of a woman. Not only was Jesus completely divine, He was also 

completely human. Theologically we refer to this as the hypostatic union or the theanthropic nature 

of Christ. Fully God, yet fully man; this a glorious mystery. The heart of the gospel and the Christmas 

account is that God not only came to us, but He became one of us. 

 

When Paul says that Jesus was “born of a woman,” he isn’t underlining the virgin birth, though that 

is true. Instead, he is underlining the humanity of Christ. Jesus had to be fully God in order for His 

sacrifice to have the infinite worth necessary to atone for the sin of mankind, but He also had to be 

fully man in order to represent mankind and take the penalty of sin upon Himself on man’s behalf. It 

was man who sinned, who was under the curse, and who was condemned to render his life forfeit to 

God. Therefore, Jesus could not have substituted for sinful man on the cross had He not taken upon 

Himself “the likeness of men”. He had to be God to have the power of Savior, and He had to be man 

to have the position of Substitute.3 By man came death; by man must also come resurrection.  

 

Paul reminds us in Romans 5:18-19, “Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so 

one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made 

righteous.” Jesus’ humanity allowed him to identify with us. The writer of Hebrews says, “We do not 

have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 

has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” Hebrews 4:15. 

 

C. Born under the Law - Jesus met the Law’s legal requirements. 

 

Not only was Jesus born of a woman, He was also born under the yoke of the Law. Jesus subjected 

Himself to the Law in order that he might redeem those who were enslaved by it. From His 

circumcision eight days after his birth (Luke 2:21) to his being presented to God in the Temple by 

Joseph and Mary, to His celebration of the Passover with His disciples just days before His death, 

every detail of Jesus’ life was under the direction of the Law. Remember, Jesus told His disciples in 

Matthew 5:17, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

 

What is the significance of Jesus being born under the Law? Paul explains that in Romans 8:3-4. He 

says, “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order 

that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us.”  
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Paul has told us who it was that came – Jesus Christ, when He came – when the fullness of time had 

come, how He came – God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law. Now Paul is going 

to tells us why Jesus came. The focus of the text shifts here from the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ 

coming, to the purpose of His coming. He was sent by the Father – incarnate deity, very God of very 

God.  He was born of a woman – He humbled Himself and took on our flesh, very man of very man. 

He was born under the Law – righteously fulfilling every detail of its prescription. But for what 

purpose? Why did the second person of the Triune Godhead disrobe Himself of heavenly glory? 

Why did He leave the angelic worship of Heaven to be despised and rejected by men?  

 

The purposes of Jesus’ being sent into our world was two-fold. First, He came to redeem those who 

were hopeless and helpless under the crushing weight of the Law. Secondly, He came to adopt those 

whom He redeemed into his family.   

 

 

3. THE MISSION OF THE SON. (v. 5a) 

To redeem those who were under the Law… 

 

The word translated redeem is the Greek verb (ejxagora¿zw - exagorazo). It’s a compound word; “ex” 

meaning out or from, and “agorazo” which means to buy or purchase from the market. Exagorazo 

was used to describe the purchase of common goods at the market, but it was also used, as it is here, 

to refer to the cost of purchasing a slave’s freedom. It’s interesting to note that Jesus was “exapostello 

– sent out” on a mission to “exagorazo – buy or purchase out”. Paul is saying that the purposes of 

Jesus’ coming was to set free those where were captive under the oppression of the Law by paying 

the price of redemption.    

 

Each one of us has failed to keep the Law, and subsequently are under the curse of the Law. One 

chapter back, in Galatians 3:10, Paul tells us, “ For all who rely on works of the Law are under a 

curse; for it is written (Deuteronomy 27:26), “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things 

written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Not only are we “under” the Law legally, in that we 

are obligated to be righteous before a Holy God. But we are also “under” the Law spiritually, in that 

our hearts are helplessly fixated on trying to fulfill it in order to win God’s favor. It is a burden 

impossible to satisfy. Faithful, in John Bunyan’s classic Pilgrims Progress, found out that the Law was 

unable to show mercy.  

 

FAITHFUL AND MOSES 

 

FAITHFUL: Now when I had proceeded about halfway up the Mountain of Difficulty, I looked 

behind me and saw someone coming after me, as swift as the wind; so he overtook me just about 

where the Shady Resting–place is located.

20

Just as soon as the man overtook me, without a word he 

struck me down and left me for dead. However, upon reviving a little from unconsciousness, I asked 



him why he had treated me so brutally. He indicated that it was on account of my secret inclination 

to heed old Adam the First; and with that he struck me another deadly blow on my chest and beat 

me down to the ground; so once again I lay at his feet as if dead. So when I regained consciousness, 

I pleaded with him for mercy; but he replied that he did not know how to show mercy, and then he 

knocked me down once more. Undoubtedly he would have completely finished me off had it not 

been for another person who came and demanded that he immediately cease with his assault.

21  

 
CHRISTIAN: Who was it that ordered him to stop?  

 
FAITHFUL: At first I did not recognize him; but then as he passed by I noticed the holes in his hands 

as well as his side. Then I concluded that he was our Lord. So I continued on up the Hill.

22 

 

CHRISTIAN: That man who overtook you was Moses; he does not spare anyone, nor does he know 

how to show mercy to those who disobey his Law.  
 

We desperately need a Savoir who can set us free from the curse of breaking the Law, but who can 

also free us from the burden of trying to be saved by keeping the Law. Look back at Galatians 3:13, 

Paul says, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.” 

 

What was the cost of redemption? The cost of redemption was Jesus’ perfect obedience to the Law 

and His satisfaction of the legal demands (death) of the Law on us as sinners. Redemption required 

both the sinless life and substitutionary death of Christ on our behalf. James Montgomery Boice said, 

“There is no gospel without the cross. Christmas by itself is no gospel. The life of Christ is no gospel. 

Even the resurrection, important as it is in the total scheme of things, is no gospel by itself. For the 

good news is not just that God became man, nor that God has spoken to reveal a proper way of life 

for us, or even that death, the great enemy, is conquered. Rather, the good news is that sin has been 

dealt with. Jesus has suffered its penalty for us as our representative, so that we might never have to 

suffer it.” The cross was the pulpit from which God preached mercy and grace to a lost humanity. 

  

How did Jesus redeem us? 

 

A. By fulfilling the Law's demands. 

B. By bearing the curse of the Law. 

 

In order to remove our legal status as sinners deserving condemnation, Jesus gave us legal status as 

sons deserving great wealth and honor! Not only do we receive full pardon, but we also receive all 

of the privileges of sons. In other words, Jesus not only removed the curse that we rightly deserve, 

but He gives us all the blessings that He rightly deserves. Jesus’ salvation is not just like receiving a 



pardon and release from death row and prison; then we’d be free, but on our own. Instead, we are 

freed and then received into the family.  
 
 
4. THE ACCOPLISHMENT OF THE SON. (v. 5b-7) 

So that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

 

Jesus’ mission was to redeem those who were under the Law, but what exactly did that redemption 

accomplish? The glorious reality of redemption is that it changes not only our legal status before a 

Holy God, but also our relational status. Jesus’ death on the cross, His full payment of redemption’s 

price, the ultimate purpose of redemption is not only that God would turn His enemies into friends, 

but also that He would turn slaves into sons. What are the privileges of adopted children? 

 

A. Assurance (You’ve been adopted as a son)  

 

Paul says, “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts.” The 

Holy Spirit indeed has many roles, namely the application of redemption to the life of a believer, 

but He also gives the believer assurance of his salvation. In Romans 8:16 Paul says, “The Spirit 

Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” The Holy Spirit brings us into 

a personal, intimate relationship with our Heavenly Father, whom we may approach at any time 

and under any circumstance, knowing that He always hears us and lovingly cares for us, because 

we are truly His own. Spurgeon once said:  

 

You have been adopted, and God has never cancelled [an] adoption yet. There is such a thing as 

regeneration, but there is not such as thing as the life then received dying out. If you are born 

unto God you are born unto God. The stars may turn to coals, and the sun and moon may 

become clots of blood, but he that is born of God has life within Him which can never end: he is 

God’s child, and God’s Child he shall be. Therefore let him walk at large like a child, an heir, a 

prince of the blood royal, who bears a relationship to the Lord which neither time nor eternity 

can ever destroy. This is why Jesus was made of a woman and made under the Law, that He 

might give us to enjoy the fullness of the privilege of adopted sons.4 

 

B. Intimacy (You’ve been given the Holy Spirit) 

 

The Holy Spirit confirms our adoption. Paul said, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
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received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God” Romans 8:14–16. 

 

The Holy Spirit’s operation is to bring us to the Father and assures believers of their kinship. 

Notice that Paul says, “God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts.” This is hugely 

significant. You see, the Law was only an external authority, unable to change a human heart. 

The Spirit, on the other hand, is an internal authority. He penetrates, quickens, and renews our 

hearts (Cf. 2 Cor. 3:6, 17). And what is the cry of the Spirit? The Spirit of Christ, who now resides 

in us, teaches us to cry out, “Abba! Father!” Abba is Aramaic for Father (daddy, papa). Jesus used 

this same repetition in Mark 14:26 as He is praying in the garden. I think this refers to the 

believer’s joy of redemption!  

 

C. Freedom (You’re no longer a slave) 

 

Paul says, “You are no longer a slave, but a son!” In Christ we are no longer slaves to the Law. 

We are no longer bound under the tyranny of sin and death. We have been pardoned, purchased, 

and adopted into the family so that our legal status is no longer that of slave, but son! 

 

D. Inheritance5 (You’re an heir through God) 

 

Paul says, “If [you are] a son, then an heir through God.” What is an heir? An heir is a beneficiary. 

It is a person who inherits, and is legally entitled to, an estate. What does this mean for us as 

believers? It means that we are legally entitled to all that Christ has purchased for us! Think about 

this…Among men, sons are only heirs when their father is dead; but our Father in heaven lives, 

and yet we have full heirship in Him.  

 

When a son becomes heir, that inheritance is guaranteed. It is not a prize to be won. The 

implication here is that not only has our sin penalty been paid in full, but we don’t have to work 

to earn God’s favor – we already have it all! The astonishing bottom line of sonship is that God 

now treats us as if we have done everything Jesus has done.  

 

The million-dollar question: Has He been born in your heart? Is the eternal incarnate Son of God 

King of your heart? Who is this infinite infant in the manger? He is the Christ, the son of the living 

God, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
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earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” Philippians 

2:6–11. 

 

CLOSING BENEDICTION: 

As we bring our corporate worship to a close this morning, hear this benediction from the writer of 

Hebrews concerning Christ: “In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 

making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” Hebrews 1:2–3.  


