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Ephesians 6:21-24 
 

Well, we’ve reached the end. 14 months and 50 sermons ago we launched out on this study 

together. I pray you’ve been challenged, encouraged, edified as we’ve waded out into the deep 

waters of God’s Word together. Before we look at verses 21-24, I would like to retrace our steps 

in Ephesians.   

 

CHAPTERS 1-3 are doctrinal and deal with the wealth that every believer has in Christ.  

• Key Verse: We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places (1:3). 

• We were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world (1:4).  

• We were predestined for adoption as sons (1:5).  

• We have been redeemed us by His blood (1:7). 

• He has lavished His grace upon us (1:8).  

• He has made known to us the mystery of His will (1:10). 

• In Him we have obtained an inheritance (1:11).  

• We have been sealed with the promised Holy Spirit (1:13).  

• We have been given a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ (1:17).  

• We have had the eyes of our hearts enlightened so that we know the hope to which He 

called us (1:18).  

• Christ’s immeasurably great power works toward us (1:19).  

• God’s rich mercy, great love, and undeserved grace have made us alive in Christ (2:4-5). 

• We have been raised up and seated in the heavenly places in Christ (2:6) 

• We have been shown the immeasurable riches of His grace and kindness in Christ (2:6).  

• We have been saved by grace apart from any of our own doing (2:8-9).  

• We have been designated as God’s workmanship and therefore walk in the good works 

that He prepared for us from before time began (2:10).  

• We have been brought near by the blood of Christ (2:13).  

• The vertical hostility between God and horizontal hostility between men has been 

reconciled through the cross (2:14-16).  

• Through Christ we have access in the Spirit to the Father (2:18).  

• We are no longer strangers and aliens, but are fellow citizens, members of the household 

of God (2:19).  

• We are a dwelling place for God by the Holy Spirit (2:22) 

• We are fellow heirs, members of the body, and partakers of the divine gospel promise in 

Christ (3:6).  



• We are beneficiaries of the unsearchable riches of Christ (3:8).  

• The manifold wisdom of God is made known to us, the Church (3:10).  

• In Christ we have bold access to God, with confidence, through faith (3:12).  

• We have been strengthened with power through His Spirit in our inner being (3:16).  

• We are rooted and grounded in love because Christ dwells in our hearts through faith 

(3:17).  

• We are the recipients of the wide, long, high, and deep love of Christ that surpasses all 

knowledge and have been filled with all the fullness of God (3:18-19).  

• We have a strong God who is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think 

(3:20). 

• Have you thanked Him recently? What are some of the spiritual blessings you have been 

given in Christ that you tend to take for granted? I would encourage you to spend some 

time this week incorporating those into the “thanksgiving” portion of your prayer time.  

 

CHAPTERS 4-6:9 are practical and deal with the believers walk as a result of his wealth in Christ.  

• Key Verse: I therefore, as a prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 

the calling to which you have been called (4:1). 

 

GENERAL RELATIONSHIPS: 

• We are called to walk with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love (4:2).  

• We should be eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (4:3).  

• God has blessed the Church (throughout redemptive history) with apostles, prophets, 

evangelists, shepherds, and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry (4:11-12). 

• God is growing us to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ (4:13). 

• We are no longer to be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 

every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes (4:14). 

• We are to speak the truth in love and grow up into Him who is the Head (4:15).  

• We are to work properly (as a unit), so that the body grows and builds itself up in love 

(4:16).  

• We are no longer to walk (darkened in understanding, alienated from the life of God, 

ignorant, hard-hearted, calloused, given over to sensuality, and loving every king of 

impurity) as we did before we came to Christ (4:17-19). 

• We are to put off the old self (corrupt and deceitful), be renewed in the Spirit of our minds, 

and put on the new self created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 

holiness (4:22-24).  

• We are to put way falsehood and speak the truth in love (4:25). 

• We are to control our anger so that we don’t sin and be careful not to let the sun go down 

apart from reconciliation (4:26-27). 



• We are not to steal, but instead labor, doing honest work, so that we may have something 

to share with anyone in need (4:28). 

• We are to guard our tongue, letting no unwholesome talk come out of our mouths, but 

only what is good for building up, timely to the situation, and full of grace (4:29).  

• We are not to grieve the Holy Spirit who sealed us for the day of redemption (4:30).  

• We are to let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander, and malice be put away from us 

(4:31).  

• We are to be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving, just as God in Christ has forgiven us 

(4:32).  

• We are to be imitators of God and walk in love, as Christ loved us (5:1-2).  

• We are to put away all sexual immorality, impurity, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talk, 

crude joking and instead be thankful (5:3-4).  

• We are not to be deceived by empty words or become partners with those who speak 

them (5:6-7).  

• We are to walk as children of light, in all that is good, right, and true (5:8-9). 

• We are to discern what is pleasing to the Lord (5:10).  

• We are to expose rather than conceal darkness (5:11-14). 

• We are to walk as wise, not as unwise, making the most of every opportunity because the 

days are evil (5:15-16).  

• We aren’t to get drunk on wine, but rather be filled with the Holy Spirit (5:18).  

• We are to address one another with heavenly melodies (5:19).  

• We are to give thanks always and for everything (5:20). 

• We are to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (5:21).  

 

SPECIFIC RELATIONSHIPS: 

• Wives are to submit to their husbands in everything as to the Lord (5:22-24).  

• Husbands are to love their wives (give yourself for her, wash her with the water of the 

Word) as Christ loved the Church (5:25-27).  

• Husbands are to love their wives as their own bodies, nourishing and cherishing them as 

Christ does the Church (5:28-29). 

• Husbands are to hold fast to their wives alone (5:31).  

• Husbands are to love their wives as themselves and wives are to respect their husbands 

(5:33).    

• Children are to obey their parents in the Lord as long as they are under their authority and 

are to honor them for life (6:1-3).  

• Fathers are to refrain from provoking or inciting their children to anger and are to bring 

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (6:4).  

• Slaves (workers) are to obey their earthly masters (employers) with a sincere heart as you 

would Christ (6:5).  



• As workers, we aren’t to be people pleasers or work only for eye-service, but rather 

rendering service with good will as to the Lord and not to man because your reward 

comes from the Lord (6:6-8).  

• Employers aren’t to threaten remembering that the Lord of your employee is also your 

Lord and there is no partiality with Him (6:9) 

• Challenge: I would encourage you to take some time this week, looking back through 

chapters 4 and five, and write down three areas you need to adjust your stride in so that 

you can walk in a manner worthy of your calling. Commit to pray through these areas 

daily. Share them with a brother or sister that can help hold you accountable. See how 

God might chisel away at that old self and grow you in Christlikeness.  

 

CHAPTER 6:10-24 deal with the warfare in which every believer is engaged, this side of eternity.  

• Key Verse: Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil (6:11). 

• For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places (6:12). 

• Therefore, we are to take up the whole armor of God, that we might be able to withstand 

in the evil day (6:13). 

• First, fasten on the belt of truth (6:14a). 

• Second, put on the breastplate of righteousness (6:14b).  

• Third, put on the readiness of gospel shoes of peace (6:15).  

• Fourth, take up the shield of faith so that you can extinguish the flaming darts of the evil 

one (6:16). 

• Fifth, take the helmet of salvation (6:17a). 

• Sixth, take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God (6:17b).  

• Seventh, pray at all times in the Spirit, keep alert, pray for the saints, and pray for the bold 

progress of the gospel (6:18-20). 

• Friends, are there any holes in your armor? Don’t forget that your adversary knows where 

you are weak and you can be sure he will attack you there.  

 

Well, that, with the exception of the four final verses, is the book of Ephesians. Let’s turn our 

attention to our text for this morning – the concluding 4 verses of Ephesians chapter six. Paul, 

writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved brother and 

faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. I have sent him to you for this very 

purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts. Peace be to 

the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with 

all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.  Ephesians 6:21–24 



 

TYCHICUS, A SERVANT FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST 

 

Paul had asked the believers in Ephesus to pray for his bold proclamation of the gospel while he 

was imprisoned in Rome. In his closing remarks, he tells them that he will be sending Tychicus to 

give them further information concerning his welfare. Paul’s closing remarks are divided into two 

distinct parts (1) his commendation of Tychicus (v.21-22), and (2) his final benediction or 

blessing (v.23-24).  We don’t know much about Tychicus. He is only briefly mentioned a handful 

of times in Scripture. From the few passages that mention him we know that he was a native of 

the providence of Asia, of which Ephesus was a major travel and trade city. It is assumed that he 

was a Gentile convert of Paul’s ministry and spent over a decade co-laboring by his side.  

 

 

I. ARE YOU A BELOVED BROTHER (v.21) 

So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved brother 

 

Notice that Paul doesn’t call Tychicus “a” beloved brother. Rather, he refers to him as “the” 

beloved brother. In other words, Tychicus is probably well known to those within the scope of 

Paul’s ministry. “Beloved” - ajgaphto/ß (agapetos) dear one, well loved. “Brother” – ajdelfo/ß 

(adelphos) a + delphus means womb. In this context, the term brother means not so much 

fellow Christian (though Tychicus was certainly this) as much as co-worker or helper.1 Beloved 

brother carries the idea of walking beside. He was an intimate friend and close companion.     

 

Who are your intimate friends and close companions? There are no mavericks in the Christian 

life. Lone rangers get shot. God made us to be interdependent, not independent. Who knows 

you… like, really knows you? Who has access to the recesses of your heart? Who are you 

running the race with (cf. Hebrews 12:1)? 

 

 

II. ARE YOU A FAITHFUL SERVANT (v.21) 

and faithful minister in the Lord 

 

Paul uses two beautiful words here… faithful servant. The word “faithful” is the Greek word 

pisto/ß (pistos) and it has the idea of trustworthiness, surety and truth. The word dia¿konoß 

(diakonos), translated in most of our Bibles as “minister” really means an attendant or table 

waiter – one who serves. This is where we get the word deacon. Tychicus is a trustworthy or 

faithful servant. Tychicus served Paul faithfully for over a decade and for most of us he is an 

                                                             
1 Peter T. O’Brien, PNTC: The Letter to the Ephesians (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999), 
492. 

 



unknown name. He left behind no writing that survives and did nothing that Luke thought was 

worthy of preserving in the book of Acts. But where would Paul have been without him?2 As a 

matter of fact, outside of out text this morning, Tychicus’ name is only mentioned in four other 

places - Colossians 4:7-9 (almost verbatim final greeting), Acts 20:4, 2 Timothy 4:12, and Titus 

4:12. Though he wasn’t a frontrunner like Paul, his ministry to Paul and the Churches in Asia 

was absolutely critical.  

 

That’s what faithful servants do, they slip into the background, they are content with relative 

obscurity, and they don’t need to be in the spotlight. We often desire the more high profile 

ministries and are tempted to get frustrated when we aren’t recognized as we think we should 

be. Tychicus didn’t make the hall of faith (Hebrews 11), he wasn’t a spiritual superstar, he was 

just a faithful servant of the Lord. Every believer longs to hear the words, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant” Matthew 25:21. 

 

 

III. ARE YOU A READY MESSENGER (v.21) 

will tell you everything. 

 

Tychicus delivered, unbeknownst to him, the words of Paul that become Scripture for us. 

Consider the contents of the letter that he carried in his hands.  

 

When we were dead in our transgressions and sins, following the course of this world, living 

in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, Tychicus brings this message, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of 

the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might 

show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 

you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast”  Ephesians 2:4-9. 

 

Tychicus was the messenger, not just of Paul, but of God Himself. We have a glorious 

message! Are you being a faithful ambassador (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:11-21)? Where are you 

putting the gospel into everyday life? Remember, just one verse ago Paul asked, “[Pray] for 

me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of 

the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to 

speak” Ephesians 6:19-20. Are you a ready messenger? I’m convinced the reason we miss so 

                                                             
2 R. Kent Hughes, Ephesians: The Mystery of the Body of Christ (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishers, 1990), 259.  
 



many gospel seed planting conversations isn’t because they aren’t right in front of us, but 

rather because we aren’t looking and aren’t ready.  

 

 

IV. ARE YOU A GOSPEL ENCOURAGER (v.22) 

I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may 

encourage your hearts.  

 

The Church at Ephesus was undoubtedly discouraged by Paul’s imprisonment. Paul knew this 

and penned in his letter the desire that they not to lose heart over his sufferings – which were 

for their glory (3:12). Tychicus was to communicate to the Ephesians not only the consolation 

of Paul’s physical condition, but the higher consolations of the Gospel.3 

 

Are you an encourager? To encourage means to take the burdens of another and help them 

see them through the lens of God’s redemptive work. It’s to help another keep their eyes fixed 

on Christ (cf. Hebrews 12:2). Sometimes it’s as simple as picking up the phone or writing a 

short note, but it takes intentionality.  

 

 

PAUL’S CLOSING BENEDICTION 

Authors in the ancient world would oftentimes conclude their letters with a wish for the welfare 

of their readers. There is nothing more revealing about us than what we wish for those we love 

most. If what we are wishing for can be categorized under headings like education, profession, or 

possessions, that is what we value most, and we are a long way from Paul’s mind.4 The prayer or 

well wishes that Paul has for the Ephesians believers in his final greeting are really just a 

summary of the major themes throughout his letter. Peace, love, and grace are the foundational 

principles that are woven throughout Ephesians and thus are the greatest blessings that we could 

wish for others and ourselves.    

  

 

V. ARE YOU GROWING IN PEACE (v.23a) 

Peace be to the brothers,  

 

Paul began the letter to the church at Ephesus with the salutation of grace and peace (1:2) and 

he now ends with a benediction that also includes grace and peace. The peace that Paul 

speaks about here is harmony within the body. But horizontal peace with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ is first dependent upon our vertical peace with God. Horizontal or relational 

peace cannot exist unless through faith in Christ and His atoning sacrifice it has been 

                                                             
3Charles Hodge, A Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians (New York: Robert Carter and Brothers, 1856), 396. 
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established first in the hearts of individual believers.5 Paul reminds us that because we have 

peace with God through Christ, that same peace is to now flow out of us to others. Do you 

gravitate to peace or strife? Are you an agent of reconciliation or dissension?  

 

 

VI. ARE YOU GROWING IN LOVE WITH FAITH (v.23b) 

and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Paul is reminding us that love must accompany and be an expression of our faith. Back in 

chapter 1 verses 15 and 16, Paul expressed great joy and thankfulness for the Ephesians 

because he had heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and their subsequent love toward 

all the saints. Friends, a faith that does not produce love for others, especially among 

believers, must have its legitimacy questioned. There will be individuals that you struggle to 

like, but to love them is not an option. Here, at the end of his letter, Paul prays that love 

would continue to characterize the Ephesian church.  

 

 

VII. ARE YOU GROWING IN GRACE (v.24) 

Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ  

 

Those who have tasted the sweetness of grace will be quick to give it.  

 

 

VIII. IS CHRIST YOUR TREASURE (v.24) 

with love incorruptible. 

  

Paul’s final wish for those to whom he is writing is that they would love Jesus Christ with 

love incorruptible. This is an unusual expression, but it’s meaning is beautiful. The word 

“incorruptible” is the word ajfqarsi÷a (aphthrsia). It’s the same word that is translated 

immortality in 1 Corinthians 15:53. Paul said, “For this perishable body must put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.”  

 

Elsewhere in Ephesians Paul has referred to God’s love for believers (cf. 2:4) and Christ’s 

love for them (cf. 3:19; 5:2, 25), to believers’ love for one another (cf. 1:15; 4:2, to believing 

husbands’ love for their wives (cf. 5:25, 28, 33), and to believers’ love in general (cf. 1:4; 

3:17; 4:15;, 16; 5:2; 6:23), but this is the only place in the letter where believers’ love for 

Christ is made explicit. In this way, the letter closes with a stress on our personal 

relationship and commitment to Christ.6  

                                                             
5 William Hendriksen, Exposition of Galatians and Ephesians (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979), 284. 
6 Peter T. O’Brien, 494. 



 

The idea here is a love that is unceasing, undying, and never diminishing for Christ. In other 

words, that Christ is your treasure. When asked by a lawyer which is the greatest 

commandment, Jesus replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength” Mark 12:30. 

Unfortunately, some of the Ephesian believers later neglected their first love and were 

reprimanded by Christ (cf. Revelation 2:4). However, in the present context, Paul was able 

to commend them for their unceasing love for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 
 


