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Pursuing Purity in a Filthy World Pt.2 
 
Eric C. Coher 
 
Ephesians 5:3-7 
 

Let’s turn our attention again to our text for this morning. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is 

proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of 

place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is 

sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these 

things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners 

with them.  Ephesians 5:3–7 

 

Let me briefly review where we left off last week: 

 

I. YOU CAN REST ASSURED THAT WHATEVER GOD ESTABLISHES, SATAN WILL COUNTERFEIT (v.3-4) 

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is 

proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of 

place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 

 

In verses 1-2 Paul defined love as being selfless, sacrificial, and forgiving. We, as God’s dearly loved 

children, are to exemplify the same love toward others as Christ has shown to us. After having 

defined Christlike love; beginning here, in verse 3, Paul warns us to flee from every expression of 

anti-love. In contrast to godly, unselfish, forgiving love, the world’s love is lustful and self-indulgent. 

It loves because the object of love is attractive, enjoyable, pleasant, satisfying, appreciative, loves in 

return, produces desired feelings, or is likely to repay in some way. It is always based on the other 

person fulfilling one’s own needs and desires and meeting one’s own expectations. Worldly love is 

reciprocal, giving little in the expectation of getting much.1 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 John MacArthur, Ephesians, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1986), 199. 



THREE UNLOVING ACTIONS 

 

A. Sexual immorality  

 

Sexual immorality (pornei÷a) includes any form of pre-marital sex, extra-marital sex, 

homosexuality, pornography, and numerous other deviations from God’s intended design for our 

sexuality. You don’t even have to pray concerning the will of God in this area. Paul explicitly says, 

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality” 1 

Thessalonians 4:3. 

 

B. Impurity  

 

The word impurity (ajkaqarsi÷a) carries the idea of that which is “unclean” and “dirty”. It was 

used to refer to the pus around an infected wound. In the moral realm, it refers to that which 

contaminates others and is repulsive and disgusting. Paul used it in 4:19 to refer to the ungodly 

behavior of the Gentiles, who had “given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every 

kind of impurity with greediness.” 2 

 

C. Covetousness  

 

Covetousness is the Greek word (pleonexi÷a) pleonexia. It has the idea of greed. The greedy man 

has a lust for more, whether it is money, material possession, or sexual conquests. Greed is 

motivated by selfish pleasure apart from God and it’s idolatry because it seeks to find pleasure in 

something other than God.3 Covetousness may seem out of place next to sexual immorality but, in 

reality, these two sins are but two expressions of the same basic weakness of our fallen nature – 

uncontrolled appetite. Young people and singles don’t fall for the lie that you’ll set sexual impurity 

aside once you get married. What you do single, you’ll do married. There is nothing mystical or 

magical about a wedding day that instantaneously changes the desires of the heart that have 

previously fed that which is impure. If you want to be a pure man – start pursuing the discipline of 

radical purity now. If you want to be a pure woman, start pursing the discipline of radical purity 

now.  

 

THREE FORMS OF UNLOVNG TALK  

 

Look at verse 4. Paul says, “Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out 

of place (not belonging or relating to), but instead let there be thanksgiving.” In our study of 

Ephesians 4:29, we talked about the fact that our speech is nothing more than the presenting 

symptom of a much deeper, underlying problem. Tongue problems are just heart problems 

                                                             
2 Helpful thoughts gleaned from Steven J. Cole’s message on Ephesians 5:3-7. 
3 Ibid. 



expressed. Did anyone take me up on my challenge to memorize Luke 6:45? Luke tells us, “Out of 

an overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.” Jesus said the same thing in Mark 7:21-23, “For from 

within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come 

from within, and they defile a person.”  

  

Each of the three words used by Paul to describe sinful, unloving, impure speech are unique and 

appear only here in the New Testament. Filthiness, foolish talk, and crude joking all refer to a dirty 

mind expressing itself in vulgar talk. The kind of language that Paul describes here in verse 4 is to 

have no place in a Christian’s conversation.   

 

A. Filthiness 

 

The word translated “filthiness” carries with it the idea of that which is shameful. This refers to any 

indecency, obscenity, or dishonorable thing. It comes from the same root word as “disgraceful.” 

Look ahead for a moment at verse 12, Paul said, “For it is disgraceful even to speak of the things 

which are done by them in secret” Ephesians 5:12. 

 

B. Foolish (silly) Talk  

 

“Foolish talk” comes from the two words (mwro/ß) moros, which means “dull” or “stupid”, and 

(le÷gw) lego, which means “word”. Though we get our English word moron from the root word 

mwro/ß, the concern here isn’t with intelligence, but rather with morals. In the Bible, the fool 

is not someone who is mentally deficient, but rather someone who is morally deficient because he 

ignores God’s Word.  The words “foolish talk” refer to the one who makes light of God’s high 

standard of morality, thinking that it is somehow funny or sophisticated to tear down what God 

says is praiseworthy or ennobling. In Philippians 5:8 Paul says, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things.” If those are the things that are to fill our minds, then certainly those are the things that 

should fill our speech. Are the things you talk about true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 

commendable, excellent, and worthy of praise? 

 

C. Crude Joking 

 

The Greek word here, (eujtrapeli÷a) eutrapelia, literally means, “to turn easily or quickly.” It 

carries the idea of quickly turning something that is said or done, no matter how innocent, into 

that which is obscene or suggestive. It’s the talk of a person who uses every word that might have 

a double meaning to display his immoral wit by way of sexual innuendo. Christians should not 

joke about sex for the same reason we should not joke about God – it’s a sacred subject. The 



sexual relationship should be reverenced among God’s people, not degraded or talked about 

jokingly.4 Consider this: One of the greatest indicators of a person’s character is what they laugh at 

and what they weep over. Filthiness, foolish talk, and crude joking all refer to a dirty mind that 

expresses itself in dirty conversation. Brothers and sisters, this ought not be true of us.  

 

I wonder how our words might be more carefully chosen if we remembered that God hears them 

all. Just as every action or deed is lived out before the ever-watching eyes of God (cf. Hebrews 

4:13), so every word that proceeds from our mouths is heard by Him.  Jesus said, “I tell you, on 

the day of judgment people will give account for every careless (ajrgo/ß – inactive, idle, or useless) 

word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 

condemned” Matthew 12:36-37. How is it that we will be justified by our words? Because our 

words reveal the nature of our heart – either saved and sanctified by the grace of God, or evil and 

idolatrous.  

 

A HEART OF THANKSGIVING 

 

If we are to “put off” filthiness, foolish talk and crude joking, what are we to “put on” (cf. Ephesians 

4:22-24)? Look at the end of verse 4, Paul says, “But instead let there be thanksgiving.” Think about 

this: would you have chosen thankfulness or gratitude as the opposite of the sexual and verbal sins 

that Paul refers to in verses 3-4? Why do you suppose he does this? Here’s what I would suggest is 

the reason: 

 

If sexual immorality and impurity are driven by covetousness, and covetousness is a deep 

discontented craving that dominates your life, leading you to go against the will of God, then it is 

clear the opposite experience would be thanksgiving. If you are overflowing with thanksgiving to 

God, then you are not dominated and driven by discontentment at what you have been denied. 

Gratitude is what you feel when you believe God is for you and not against you. It's what you feel 

when you believe that he gives you only what is good for you and withholds no good thing (single or 

married!). It's what you feel when you trust him, that the tragedies of your life are not evidences of 

his meanness or his incompetence; but rather, they are the discipline of a loving Father who values 

your holiness above your fleeting worldly happiness. That's why verse 20 goes so far as to say, 

“Giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”5 

 

Instead of being involved in immorality or filthy speaking, the believer’s mouth should be filled with 

thanksgiving. While sexual impurity, immorality, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talk, and crude 

joking all express self-centeredness; thanksgiving, on the other hand, is an expression of 

unselfishness, and a recognition of God’s generosity. Gratitude is a handmaiden of contentment. An 

ever-growing attitude of gratitude will certainly make us more content, since we will be focusing 

                                                             
4 Cole.  
5 John Piper – The Enthronement of Desire.  



more on what we do have, both spiritually and materially, than on what we do not have. But 

contentment is more than focusing on what we have.  It is focusing on the fact that all we have, we 

have by the grace of God.  We do not deserve anything we have, materially or spiritually. It is all by 

His grace.6 

 

Just as abstaining from sexual immorality is the will of God for your life (1 Thessalonians 4:3), so is a 

thankful heart. Friends, you don’t have to pray and ask God if it’s His will for your life to be 

characterized by a heart of thankful gratitude. Paul tells us explicitly in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

 

Let’s look at the second and final point on your outline this morning. In verses 5-7, Paul give us two 

vivid warnings to those who persist living in sin: 

1. The one who persistently lives in sin has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God… 

2. The one who persistently lives in sin invites the wrath of God… 

 

 

II. THE CONSEQUENCE FOR CONTINUING IN UNREPENTANT SIN IS GRAVE (v.5-7) 

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous 

(that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you 

with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 

disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them.   

 

Paul is essentially saying the same thing that John said in 1 John 3:7-10a. John wrote, “Little children, 

let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever 

makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 

reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a 

practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 

been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the 

devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God…” 

 

HE WHO PRACTICES SIN HAS NO INHERITANCE IN THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST AND GOD 

 

God’s Word is clear that those who deliberately and persistently continue in sin have no share in the 

kingdom of God. Paul said the same thing in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 

nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 1 Corinthians 6:9–10 

 

                                                             
6 Jerry Bridges, Transforming Grace (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1991), 199.  
 



Do truly converted Christians sin in the ways Paul has outlined in verses 3-7? Without a doubt. As a 

matter of fact, the very next verse in 1 Corinthians 6 (v.11) says, “And such were some of you. But 

you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 

the Spirit of our God.” We are all sinners, as a matter of fact, we are more sinful than we ever dared 

imagine. If God pulled back the curtain and allowed us to see our sin the way He sees our sin – we 

would be utterly appalled. True Christians sin – they sin big time sometimes. But mark God’s Word, 

the person who’s basic life pattern does not reflect a growing hatred toward sin (that’s what 

repentance means – a change of mind concerning sin), and corresponding desire for holiness, cannot 

claim God as his Father or the Kingdom of Christ and God as his inheritance. Paul said, “For the 

grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age” Titus 

2:11-12. 

 

DON’T BE DECIEVED BY EMPTY WORDS 

 

Look at the beginning of verse 6. Paul says, “Let no one deceive you with empty words…” In Paul’s 

day there were those who claimed to be Christians who argued that believers could live in sin and 

get away with it. These deceivers used empty words (words void of truth) to convince ignorant 

believers that they could sin repeatedly and yet still enter the Kingdom of God. “It will be fine,” they 

say. “You were saved by grace,” they say. “Sin isn’t really that big of a deal,” they say. Friends, isn’t 

that the same lie that was posed to Adam and Eve in the Garden? “It’s just a little fruit,” Satan said. 

And there is nothing new under the sun. The lie that God turns a blind eye to sin is alive and well 

today. Friends, God is kind and patient beyond our deserving as it pertains to our sin, but don’t ever 

mistake His kindness for tolerance. His kindness, patience, and longsuffering are meant to lead us to 

repentance (Romans 2:4).    

 

HE WHO PRACTICES SIN INVITES THE WRATH OF GOD 

 

Paul concludes verse 6 saying, “For because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons 

of disobedience.” Let me re-word that for you. Those who practice disobedience attract God’s 

displeasure like a fully lit up enemy target attracts bombs. 7 God’s attitude toward the self-driven, 

pleasure seeking, perverted love and sexual sin couldn’t be clearer. Is God kind – Yes! Is God patient 

and long-suffering – more than we ever deserve. But God’s kindness and patience are not meant to 

give us any assurance that our sin is tolerated or excused. Rather, God’s kindness and patience are 

meant to lead us to repentance. But for those who refuse to repent and turn from their sin, Paul said, 

“Because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 

when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed” Romans 2:5. Friends, every sin, without exception, 

must be punished (cf. 1 Peter 2:24). 

 
                                                             
7 MacArthur, 203. 



DO NOT BECOME PARTNERS WITH THEM 

 

Paul concludes his warning saying, “Do not become partners with them.” In other words, don’t join 

the world in its evil. Instead, be partners with Christ in righteousness. Don’t imitate the world, but 

rather be imitators of God, as beloved children. You become like those you spend time with. Paul 

said, “Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals” 1 Corinthians 15:33. Are the people 

that you spend the most time with encouraging you to pursue holiness, or encouraging you to 

presume on the grace of God by encouraging you to think that sin isn’t really that big of a deal? Sin 

is always a big deal. If you ever need a reminder of just how big a deal sin is, just look at the cross. It 

was at the cross that God displayed His hatred for sin. And that hatred for sin was directed at the 

sinless Son of God who, unlike us, knew no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). There at the cross, a declaration 

of perfect justice satisfied by perfect love, we were called out of sin and darkness to become dearly 

beloved children and imitators of God. Do you know this God? Are you well acquainted with His 

Son? If so, we invite you to the table of remembrance this morning. This time of communion is open 

to any believer and is a time to worship the risen, exalted, reigning Christ by remembering that His 

body was broken for us and His blood was poured out for the remission of our sin (Matthew 26:26-

29). If you’re here this morning and you don’t know Christ savingly, we encourage you to repent 

(change your mind concerning sin) and trust Christ alone for salvation. As you come to the table this 

morning, come in thoughtful worship, overflowing adoration, and humble thanksgiving.   

 

CLOSING BENEDICTION: 

 

As we bring our corporate worship to a close this morning, hear this benediction from 1 Peter 4:1-2. 

Peter said, “Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, 

for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the 

flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.” And all God’s people said, “Amen!” Go 

in peace. 

 


