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Ephesians 3:7-13 
 

There is a shift in Paul’s focus from chapter 2 to chapter 3. In chapter 2 of our study, Paul set out to 

show us what God has done by His own sovereign initiative in forming the Church. In Chapter 3, on 

the other hand, Paul shows us what the Church, mentioned explicitly for the first time in verse 10, 

must do. In our text this morning, Paul will declare the Church’s lofty purpose and goal, namely to 

make known the manifold wisdom of God to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places (v.10). 

We have lots of ground to cover this morning so let’s turn our attention to our text. Paul, writing 

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by 

the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 

to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what 

is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in 

the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I 

ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. Ephesians 3:7–13 

 

I. THE PREACHING OF THE MYSTERY (v.7-9) 

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by 

the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 

to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what 

is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 

 

Having held the mystery of the Church high for all to see in verses 1-6, Paul now sets his delight on 

the ministry of the mystery that was entrusted to him. Turn your attention to verse 7. Paul says, “Of 

this gospel (mystery) I was made a minister…” Saturated in every letter that he wrote, is Paul’s deep-

rooted love for the gospel. In Romans 2:16 Paul refers to the gospel as “my gospel.” Paul preached 

the gospel (Romans 1:15), declared the gospel (1 Thessalonians 2:2), defended the gospel 

(Philippians 1:7), refused to be ashamed of the gospel (Romans 1:16), desired to live a life worthy of 

the gospel (Philippians 1:27), had a do whatever it takes mentality in regards to advancing the gospel 

(Philippians 1:12), suffered for the gospel (1 Timothy 1:8), hoped in the gospel (Colossians 1:23), and 

gloried in the gospel (Philippians 3:3). Paul just can’t get over the gospel – and neither should we! 

He couldn’t get over the fact that God chose him, once an ardent persecutor of the Church 



(ultimately Christ Himself), and entrusted him with the glorious ministry of reconciliation (cf. 2 

Corinthians 5:18).  

 

I think one of the most striking characteristics about Paul was his humility. Where does humility 

come from? Humility comes from an earnest understanding of grace. You see, when you realize that 

what you deserve is the righteous wrath of God, but what you have been shown mercy and grace, it 

produces a humility in you that spills into every area of life. We see that clearly in our text this 

morning! Notice Paul says he was “made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace.” Paul not 

only viewed his salvation as a being a result of the sovereign grace of God, but his ministry as well.  

 

The word “minister” here is the Greek word (dia¿konoß) diakonos, which literally means “servant.” 

Paul humbly calls himself a servant of the gospel. Friends, in every ministry endeavor that we are 

graced with, we must always remember that we are acting as a servant. By definition, a servant is 

one who is submissive to the commands of another. Paul views his servanthood not as a burden, but 

as a gift of God’s grace and undeserved kindness. Paul’s whole-hearted desire was to be a faithful 

servant. That begs the question, “What about me?” Is it my whole-hearted desire to be a servant of 

Christ? To go where He tells me to go, do what He tells me to do, and say what He tells me to say? 

Paul realized that all of life, including his ministry, was a result of God’s unmerited, kind favor. 

 

Paul goes on to say that the gift of God’s grace that made him a minister of the gospel “was given 

him by the working of his power.” It wasn’t Paul’s education, his natural abilities, his experience, his 

power, his personality, his influence, or any other human trait that qualified him to be a minister of 

the gospel. Rather, his calling, his message, his ministry, and the empowering for it all were from 

God. There are two words that I want to draw your attention to here in verse 7, and we’ve seen them 

before! They are the words “working” (ejne÷rgeia) and “power” (du/namiß). These were the two words 

that Paul used in 1:29-23 to describe the resurrection power of Christ that is available to us for daily 

life and service to God. The Lord is the power behind the servant and Paul understood that well. To 

the Colossians he wrote, “I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me” 

Colossians 1:29. God never calls a man or woman to ministry responsibility without the provision of 

His power to carry it out. Paul was made a minister of the gospel and was able to discharge that duty 

because of the enabling grace that was given to Him.  

 

This thread of humility continues right into verse 8. Paul says, “ To me, though I am the very least of 

all the saints, this grace was given…” Elsewhere Paul refers to himself as “the least of all the apostles” 

(1 Corinthians 15:9) and the “foremost among sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15), but here Paul actually 

makes up a new word to describe his attitude toward himself. The English reads “I am the very least 

of all the saints,” but a literal translation of this Greek superlative is “I am the leaster.” Paul considers 

himself to be less than the least of all believers who have been given this grace. He’s humbled by the 

gospel – and that’s a good thing because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (1 



Peter 5:7). Because of his previous persecution of Christ, Paul felt he didn’t deserve the honor of 

preaching the gospel to the Gentiles.  

 

In 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 he wrote, “For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was 

not I, but the grace of God that is with me.” Paul knew the depth of his previous and present sin, but 

he had a grand view of God’s redeeming grace. As John Newton, writer of the beloved hymn 

Amazing Grace, was standing at the threshold of death at age eighty-two, he leaned over and 

whispered to a friend, “My memory is nearly gone. But I remember two things: that I am a great 

sinner, and that Christ is a great Savior.”  

 

The point that Paul is trying to emphasize here in verses 7-8 is that God deserves all the glory for 

whatever he, a minister of the gospel, may have accomplished. In our flesh we often want 

recognition and credit for our accomplishments – do we not? Paul humbly recognized that Christ, 

not himself, deserved every bit of the glory. The theme of his life was: All glory be to Christ! Is that 

the theme of your life? 

 

Look back at verse 8. Paul says that the grace of God was given to him to preach “the unsearchable 

riches of Christ to the Gentiles…” I love that word “unsearchable.” It literally means, “the riches that 

cannot be tracked or traced out.” Paul used that word one other time back in Romans 11:33 when 

he exclaimed, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” There’s a bit of paradox going on 

here in chapter 3. You may or may not have caught it, but just a few verses back Paul said, “The 

mystery was made known to me by revelation” Ephesians 3:3. But here he speaks of the riches of 

Christ as being unsearchable - that is, too vast to explore completely and too deep to fathom 

exhaustively. Do you see the paradox here? God, though He graciously reveals Himself to men, is 

never fully comprehended by them nor does He submit Himself to their intellectual control. In other 

words, revelation creates rather than eliminates wonder, awe, and reverence!    

 

What exactly are these unsearchable riches of Christ? The unfathomable riches of Christ include His 

kindness and forbearance and patience (Romans 2:4), His mercy and boundless love (Ephesians 2:4), 

His substitutionary sacrifice for sin, His assurance (Colossians 2:2), His present intercession for 

believers, His wisdom and knowledge (Romans 11:33), His glory (Ephesians 3:16), His Word 

(Colossians 3:16), His promised return, and His gifts of joy, peace, and hope. In other words, the 

unsearchable riches of Christ are all that He is and all that He has. The purpose of every preacher is 

to declare those riches, to tell believers how rich they are in Christ and help them understand the 

greatness of their position in Him. Before we can do what the Lord wants us to do for Him, we must 

understand what He has already done for us. The obedient, productive, and happy Christian life 



cannot be lived apart from understanding, at least in part, the unsearchable riches of Christ that have 

been given to us.  

 

Look at verse 9. Paul says that he was to “bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things…” To bring to light has the idea of revealing or 

illuminating. Paul’s specific ministry target was the Gentiles – He was appointed as the apostle to the 

Gentiles (Romans 11:13). But in a broader context Paul understood that the gospel was to be made 

known to all men. In other words, Paul’s ministry had no borders. If it has a pulse, preach the gospel 

to it!    

 

I love the way Paul concludes verse 9. He says that he is to declare the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God, and then he adds the phrase, “Who created all things…” You might ask yourself, 

“How does that little phrase fit into Paul’s thought of declaring the mystery hidden for ages?” Well. I 

think Paul adds this brief phrase to elevate the sovereignty of God. Remember, Paul cherished the 

sovereignty of God; you have to cherish the sovereignty of God to rejoice in suffering. I think the 

point Paul is trying to make here is that God prepared a plan of redemption before creation. 

Remember back to chapter 1… Paul said, “He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us for adoption as sons 

through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with 

which He has blessed us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us, in all 

wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which 

He set forth in Christ” Ephesians 1:4-9. 

 

When Paul adds the phrase, “Who created all things,” I think he is highlighting the point that 

creation and redemption are moving right along right as planned. That truth should encourage us, 

comfort us, and give us great hope. He “who created al things” will consummate His work of re-

creation on the final day when He sums all things up in Christ (1:10). And to that we say, “Come 

Lord Jesus, come!” 

 

 

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE MYSTERY (v.10-11) 

so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that He has 

realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

 

Verse 10 begins which with what is called a (iºna) hina clause. We translate the Greek word iºna as 

“so that” or “in order that.” It directs our attention to a purpose. What Paul points to in verses 10-11 

is the grand purpose of the church – what the church is to do. Look at the text. Paul says that he has 

been charged with the task of bringing to light what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages “so 



that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known…” This first thing I 

want to point out here is that the church doesn’t exist simply for the purpose of saving souls, though 

that is a wonderfully important work. The grand design or supreme purpose of the Church is to 

glorify God by making His manifold wisdom known. 

 

Let’s talk about the manifold wisdom of God for a moment. The word “manifold” is a poetic word 

that means variegated or iridescent. It’s actually used in the Septuagint (Greek version of the OT) to 

describe Joseph’s multi-colored coat (cf. Genesis 37:3, 23, 32). It’s a word that speaks of the 

splendor and beauty of God’s plan of salvation. The gospel, which Paul has been made a minister, is 

the product of God’s fathomless wisdom. There is not a single work in creation or redemption where 

the multi-colored wisdom of God is not revealed. It’s seen in the Church as a whole when it strives 

earnestly to live for the glory of God. It’s seen in every individual believer who is drawn out of 

darkness and into God’s marvelous light. We catch glimpses of it now as we study Scripture and as 

we reflect on God’s divine providence [at work] in our lives. And by the sea of glass, where at last all 

things become crystal clear to us, we shall see it as we have never seen it before and [be] filled with 

[ceaseless] rapture [and worship].1    

 

But we aren’t the only audience that is watching the manifold wisdom of God as it is displayed in 

the Church! Paul says “through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” Who are these rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places that are watching God’s redemptive purposes unfold in the gathering of the Church?  

To better understand verses 10 and 11, it might be helpful to imagine a cosmic drama. Let me set the 

scene of this drama for you. Redemptive history is the theater. The world is the stage. The Church is 

the actors. God is the writer, director and producer. And the audience is comprised of angelic beings, 

both holy and unholy, that Paul refers to as “rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” God has 

brought the church into being for the purpose of revealing His wisdom before the angels. From the 

Church’s checkered history and long-drawn conflict, the celestial hosts gain insight into the Creator’s 

wisdom that isn’t elsewhere revealed. 

 

This isn’t the only text that teaches us that angels watch the activity of the Church. In 1 Peter 1:10-12, 

Peter writes that the prophets searched and carefully inquired about the prophecies concerning 

Christ that have now been revealed in the gospel. But at the end of verse 12 he adds that these are 

“things into which angels long to look.” The picture here is of heavenly beings stooping to observe 

the outworking of God’s redemptive plan as it is revealed in the Church of Jesus Christ. Friends, we 

have a far bigger and more observant viewing audience that we may realize! 

 

 

                                                             
1 William Hendriksen, Exposition of Galatians and Ephesians (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979), 160. 
 



These angelic beings were present when each new star was freshly minted and the planets were set 

gliding on their courses. They were present and beheld the greatness and wisdom of God in creation. 

They have watched God’s people from the beginning – Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 

David, and on down the line. They watched the blood-drenched offerings and the clouds of smoke 

that billowed off the altars in the temple and tabernacle. They witnessed the advent of Christ – His 

incarnation, life, death, and resurrection. But yet they wonder, “How will it end? As they observe the 

living body of Christ - the Church – they see the manifold redemptive wisdom of God. As the angelic 

beings watch the reconciling work of Christ in the Church, it serves as a model for the reconciling of 

the universe when God will unite or sum up all things in heaven and on earth in Christ (cf. 1:9-10).2 

In the classroom of God’s universe, He is the Teacher, the angels are the students, the church is the 

illustration, and the subject is the manifold wisdom of God.3 

   

For the holy angelic beings, the manifold wisdom of God, as seen displayed in the Church, reveals 

God’s redemptive plan and purposes, and shows they are triumphantly moving toward a climactic 

conclusion. For the unholy angelic beings, the manifold wisdom of God, as seen displayed in the 

Church, stands as a tangible reminder that their authority has been decisively broken and they are 

awaiting their full and final overthrow, when God draws this age to a close and all things are 

summed up and made subject to Christ (1:10). 

 

Friends, if the glorious vision of the redeemed Church of Christ keeps the angels watching in wait, 

that ought to tell us something about how we should view the church! 

 

 

III. THE PRIVILEGE OF THE MYSTERY (v.12-13) 

in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I ask you not 

to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. 

 

In chapter 2:18, Paul assured us that through Christ both Jew and Gentile believers have access “in 

one spirit to the Father.” Here in verse 12, Paul similarly notes that we have boldness and access [to 

God] with confidence through our faith in Christ.  

 

Boldness refers to the Christian’s joyful confidence to enter into the presence of God, based on the 

saving work of Christ. It has to do with the fearless and unrestricted way in which we, in Christ, can 

draw near to the throne of grace. For centuries, God’s people had to offer blood sacrifices and come 

through priests to access God - and even so, that closeness at times evoked great fear. But now, 

through Christ, our Great High Priest, we have perpetual access or nearness to God. Writing to the 

Romans Paul said, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 

                                                             
2 R. Kent Hughes, Ephesians: The Mystery of the Body of Christ (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishers, 1990), 107.  
3 John MacArthur, Ephesians, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1986), 97. 



which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God” Romans 5:1-2. Likewise, the writer of 

Hebrews encourages us saying, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” Hebrews 4:16. Confidence means we 

never have to fear rejection because we belong to Christ – purchased by His blood. Do you have this 

confidence? 

 

In the final words of the text in front of us this morning, Paul voices his concern that the Ephesians 

not be discouraged by his imprisonment for the gospel. Look at verse 13, Paul says, “So I ask you not 

to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.” For Paul, the glory of the gospel 

was weightier than his suffering. Friends, every ounce of suffering that we as Christians endure for 

the sake of the gospel is preparing for us a weight of glory that is beyond comparison. Paul said, “So 

we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by 

day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 

things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.  

 

While suffering isn’t humanly enjoyable, it’s always the prelude to glory. God has designed the 

Christian life such that the cross comes before the crown. If it was so for our Redeemer King, what 

makes us think that it will be any different for us? When we realize God is working out His great and 

perfect purposes in the world and everything is happening is setting an example for both other 

people as well as the heavenly authorities, we can learn to rejoice in our sufferings and not be 

discouraged by them! Such was Paul – by the grace of God.  

 

What about you? Do you know Christ? Do you live for His glory or your own? Friends, the offer of 

the gospel is “Come!” Come and lay down your pride. Come and bring your load of sin to the One 

who will stand condemned in your place if you’ll receive him by faith and repentance.  

 

Closing Benediction:  

 

Instead of hearing a benediction, we’re going to collectively sing our closing benediction. You’ll 

quickly recognize the tune of the 18th century Scottish chorus Auld Lang Syne and the newly written 

lyrics will be on the screens for you to follow along. The title of the song is All Glory be to Christ! 

 

Should nothing of our efforts stand, no legacy survive 

Unless the Lord does raise the house, in vain its builders strive 
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain, tell me what is your life 

A mist that vanishes at dawn, all glory be to Christ! 

 

All glory be to Christ our king! All glory be to Christ! 

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ! 



 

His will be done, his kingdom come, on earth as is above 

Who is Himself our daily bread, praise Him the Lord of love 

Let living water satisfy, the thirsty without price 

We’ll take a cup of kindness yet, all glory be to Christ! 

 

All glory be to Christ our king! All glory be to Christ! 

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ! 

 

When on the day the great I Am, the faithful and the true 

The Lamb who was for sinners slain, is making all things new. 

Behold our God shall live with us, and be our steadfast light 

And we shall ere his people be, all glory be to Christ! 

 

All glory be to Christ our king! All glory be to Christ! 

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ! 

 


