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Ephesians 2:10 
 

Last week we basked in God’s amazing grace. Paul said, “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast” Ephesians 2:8-9. This morning, Paul sets our gaze squarely on God’s amazing work. As we’ve 

studied through Ephesians 1 and 2 we learned that in our salvation we were spiritually raised from 

the dead, freed from slavery to sin, and rescued from God’s just wrath as a result of our union with 

Christ. Now Paul speaks of our salvation in terms of a new creation. Let’s turn our attention for our 

text for this morning. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pens the following words:  

 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10  

 

I. GOD’S WORK IN US (v.10a) 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus…  

 

Paul begins verse 10 declaring, “For we are His workmanship…” This is a most glorious phrase! 

Before we move too far let me mention that there’s a difference between most of our English 

translations and the original Greek text. In the English, this verse begins with “we,” but in the Greek 

it begins with “His.” Literally the text reads: “His workmanship are we.” I’ve mentioned this before, 

but often times, not always, when a writer, using the Greek language, wanted to emphasize 

something they would place the subject of emphasis at the beginning of a sentence. Such is the case 

here. The position of the pronoun “He / His” at the beginning of the sentence renders it emphatic. 

Paul wants us to be crystal clear that believers are a work of God’s designing! Everything that we are 

as a result of our union with Christ is a result of Him. The world says we are a product of our 

environment or a product of our own experience. Even we, as Christians, can lapse into that 

improper thinking if we aren’t careful. But God's Word declares the believer to be the handiwork of 

His creative genius.  

 

The word translated “workmanship” in most of your Bible’s is the Greek word poiema (poi÷hma). It’s 

the word from which we derive our English word, poem. The Greek means “that which has been 

made,” or “the work of an artist or composer,” or a “masterpiece”.  This word is only used twice in 

the New Testament. Paul uses it in first Romans 1:20 to speak of God’s physical creation saying, “His 

invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 



since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.” Let me take you to the museum 

of God’s workmanship!  

 

As we enter the first exhibit hall, we stand in awe as our eyes behold God’s creative work in the 

heavens. David says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 

handiwork” Psalm 19:1. By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of his 

mouth all their host (Psalm 33:6). Every star put in its place and called out by name at night. Every 

interstellar body, those known to us and those unknown, were placed in the universe right where 

God ordained, and each one reflects the glory of His name. The whole created cosmos – planets, 

stars, galaxies – were fashioned by the hand of God and stand as diligent testimonies to God’s power 

in creation. The universe radiates the glory of God. Yet, as awe-inspiring as the universe is, it’s not 

masterpiece that Paul speaks of here in our text. 

 

As we enter the second exhibit hall, we marvel at God’s handiwork in nature. Scripture declares that 

God created every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, 

and every winged bird according to its kind (Genesis 1:21). He made the sea, great and wide, which 

teems with creatures innumerable, living things both small and great (Psalm 104:25). Snow capped 

mountains, white sandy beaches, dew drenched foliage, and critters in innumerable varieties, colors, 

shapes, and sizes – God created it all. Nature radiates the glory of God. Yet as awe-inspiring as 

nature is, it’s not masterpiece that Paul speaks of here in our text. 

 

As we enter the third exhibit hall, we stand in wonder as our gaze is fixed on a newborn child. A 

precious blessing comprised of over 100 trillion intricately complex cells. The DNA in just one 

human cell contains roughly the same amount of information as 1,000 books, each consisting of 500 

pages, and typeset with fine print. David says, “You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together 

in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 

works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in 

secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your 

book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none 

of them” Psalm 139:13-16. Augustine once said, “Men go abroad to wonder at the heights of 

mountains, at the huge waves of the sea, at the long courses of rivers, at the vast compass of the 

season[s], at the circular motion of the stars; and yet they pass by themselves without [standing in] 

wonder.1 Man is, without contention, the crowning apex of God’s physical creative work. The 

heavenly host cannot even rival him, for not one angel was ever said to have been made in the 

image of God (Genesis 1:27). But as wondrous as man is, he is not even the masterpiece that Paul 

speaks of here in our text.  
 

                                                             
1 R. Kent Hughes, Ephesians: The Mystery of the Body of Christ (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishers, 1990), 81.  
 



As our tour draws to a close, we enter the final exhibit hall labeled Ephesians 2:10. This is the 

second and final time Paul uses the word poiema (poi÷hma) in his writing. Here, in the verse before 

us, Paul refers not to creation in general, but rather to God’s recreative work in the life of a sinner 

saved by grace. Friends, God’s most stupendous creation, His ultimate workmanship, the magnum 

opus of His creative work, His masterpiece, is the one who, despite being dead in trespasses and sins, 

has been made alive in Christ, raised with Christ, and seated with Christ in the heavenly places. That 

man is the subject of two creations! His very existence is a result of the creative genius of God. But 

greater far is the fact that in Christ, He is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). As surely as the stars, planets, sun and moon, indeed the whole 

created order, declare the existence and power of God, nothing declares His glory, His power, and 

His excellence more than a life redeemed by grace! God’s ultimate (poi÷hma) workmanship, His 

masterpiece, is a once dead man made alive in Christ! 

 

The redeemed are God’s magnum opus, His poetic masterpieces. But notice that Paul again 

emphasizes this has all been accomplished through the agency of Christ. He says, “For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus…” Friends, the two words “In Christ,” though brief, are 

glorious. They serve as the most profound statement of the inexhaustible significance of the believers’ 

salvation. Though they tell of much more, they tell of the believer’s security in Christ, who alone 

bore in His body God’s judgment against sin (1 Peter 2:24). They tell of the believer’s acceptance in 

Christ with whom God alone is well pleased (Matthew 3:17). They tell of the believer’s future 

assurance in Christ who is the resurrection and the life and the sole guarantor of their inheritance in 

heaven (John 11:25). Aside from “But God,” no other two words carry more significance to the 

believer than “In Christ”.    

 

When Paul says we were “created in Christ Jesus,” he is pointing back to verses 8-9 and wants us to 

be crystal clear about the fact that we are wholly dependent on God’s gracious, sovereign initiative 

and activity for our salvation. There is no such thing as a self-made man spiritually. As a matter of 

fact, the word “created” here in verse 10, ktizo (kti÷zw), is only used in Scripture to describe God’s 

activity. It has the idea of manufacturing or fabricating with a spiritual frame. It denotes something 

that God alone can produce. 

 

Undoubtedly, the gears in Paul’s mind are cranking as he’s writing. When Paul says that were 

“created in Christ Jesus” I think he’s drawing an intentional contrast here between our old creation in 

Adam and our new creation in Christ. When God made the first man He perfectly furnished him to 

do every good work. But Adam fell and sin brought chaos, disharmony and death. Now, God 

recreates those whom He has chosen to save. He unites us to His son Jesus Christ by grace through 

faith and brings into existence what didn’t previously exist, namely a new spiritual life that has the 

ability to live out his original purpose. This verse serves as an answer to David’s prayer in Psalm 

51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 

 



Spurgeon once said, “Hearts of stone he can take away, and give hearts of flesh. He can take the 

infidel, and create in him a mighty faith; the harlot, and make her a pattern of purity; the lowest of 

the low, and the vilest of the vile, and put them among...his people. You have seen a painter with 

his palette [in hand] and ugly little daubs of paint on the palette. What can he do with those spots? 

Go in and see the picture. What splendid painting! In an even wiser way does Jesus act toward us. 

He takes us, poor smudges of paint, and He makes pictures of His grace out of us. It is neither the 

brush nor the paint He uses, but it is the skill of His own hand which does it all.” 
 

Now, if every Christian is a poetic masterpiece of God, and if the Church collective is His supreme 

divine epic, who is the hero of the composition? Our text answers that question… Jesus Christ is the 

Hero of the redeemed! Every redeemed “poem” is created in Christ Jesus and is full of Him. If the 

heavens declare the glory of God, so every “poem,” of which He is the Hero, is meant to proclaim 

His fame. The Psalmist said, “ My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all 

the day, for their number is past my knowledge. With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come; 

I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone” Psalm 71:15-16. 
 

 

II. GOD’S WORK THROUGH US (v.10b) 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Here Paul tells us the purpose of our being created anew in Christ. He says, “For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works…” There is a repetition of the word “works” in 

verses 9 and 10. The first mention of the word “works” is negative. Paul clearly tells us that salvation 

is not of our own doing and not a result of works (v.9). Our works contribute nothing in the equation 

of our justification. But no sooner has Paul rejected the role of works in our justification than he 

brings them up again in a positive light saying that God has indeed created us in Christ Jesus for 

good works.   

 

TWO ERRORS CONCERNING WORKS IN RELATION TO SALVATION 

 

A. In order to gain enough merit for salvation you must add your good works to what Christ has 

done. Good works are never to be relied on as items placed to your credit in the running 

account with our supreme Creditor.2  

 

B. Your good works have no connection at all to your salvation. This view teaches that since we 

are saved by grace through faith alone, a person can indeed be saved who shows no outward 

evidence of his or her spiritual regeneration.  

                                                             
2 E.K. Simpson and F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Epistles to the Ephesians and the Colossians (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans Publishing, 1977), 56. 

 



GOOD WORKS AREN’T A BAD WORD 

 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8 

 

so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work 

and increasing in the knowledge of God. Colossians 1:10 

 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal 

comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work 

and word. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

 

Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable 

use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work. 2 Timothy 2:21 

 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 2 

Timothy 3:16–17 

 

[Jesus Christ] gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 

people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. Titus 2:13-14 

 

HOW ARE WE TO UNDERSTAND THE ROLE OF GOOD WORKS IN RELATION TO SALVATION 

 

First, we must be clear that we are justified sola fide – by faith alone! Our works add no credit to 

heaven’s ledger. It is critical that we understand that good works are a result of salvation and not the 

reason for it. Works are to salvation, what thunder is to lightning - an inevitable result. Paul doesn’t 

say that we are saved by our good works, but rather for good works. Good works will never produce 

genuine salvation, but genuine salvation will always produce good works. Calvin said, “It is faith 

alone that justifies, but faith that justifies can never be alone.” In other words, faith alone justifies the 

person, but works will justify his faith. True conversion will always be accompanied by graces like 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control." James said 

it this way, “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” James 2:17.  

 
You might be thinking to yourself, Paul seems to say “no works,” but James seems to say “works”. 

How do we square these? Are they in contradiction? No! Can we marry James to Ephesians and 

Romans? Absolutely! Paul was referring to works as it pertains to justification. James was referring to 

works as it pertains to sanctification. Paul is dealing with the mode of justification while James is 

dealing with the fact that genuine justification must be, and always is, operative.   

 



J.C. Ryle said, “Tell me not of your justification, unless you have also some marks of sanctification. 

Boast not of Christ's work for you, unless you can show us the Spirit’s work in you.” While we reject 

a theology that adds works to faith for justification, so we must also reject a theology that holds 

justification divorced from an ongoing, sanctified, changed life. Justification and sanctification have 

to be distinguished, but they must never be separated.   

 

Luther said the position of a preacher is a precarious one… for on one hand, one must preach 

justification by faith alone, and yet one must also preach on the necessity of good works.  For if one 

only preaches faith, he gets a bunch of false converts who do nothing, but if he only preaches works 

he gets a bunch false converts who are self-righteous legalists.  
 

Good works serve as validation or evidence of true conversion. Friends, if there is no godly fruit in 

your life, you may well be unconverted. If you have no godly fruit evident in your life it’s like trying 

to win a legal matter without any evidence. Apart from any verifiable evidence, a judge and jury 

wouldn’t rule in your favor. Using that legal motif, ask yourself this question. Is there biblical 

evidence in your life that could stand to convict you of being sealed in Christ? The doctrine of good 

works, when accepted by faith, deprives man of every reason for boasting in [himself], but it also 

takes away from him every ground for despair.3 

      

Let me bring some a little practical application here… It is not only by words that we give testimony 

to the greatness of God, but also by our works. Our good works, in many ways, pave the way for 

witness with good words. If our walk contradicts our words, we lose our testimony. Our “walk” and 

our “talk” must agree. Good works and good words must come from the same yielded heart. Too 

many believers today emphasize guarding the truth, but downplay living the truth. One of the best 

ways to guard the truth is to put it into practice. It is good to be defenders of the faith, but we must 

not forget to be demonstrators of the faith by letting them see our good works! Jesus reminds us of 

our incredible privilege to, “let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” Matthew 5:16. 
 

Paul says God prepared good works “beforehand, (so) that we should walk in them.” The phrase 

“prepared beforehand” harks back to chapter 1, where Paul says, “He chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him” Ephesians 1:4. Having 

been chosen before the foundation of the world, adopted as sons, redeemed by Christ’s blood, 

forgiven of our trespasses, lavished with grace, and sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, we are to 

live distinctly different – to bear Godly fruit. Paul will take the final three chapters (4-6) of this letter 

to amplify what those good works are and how we are to practically walk in them. 

 

                                                             
3 William Hendriksen, Exposition of Galatians and Ephesians (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979), 125. 
 



Not only did God predetermine eternal glory for believers (1:5), but He has also prepared good 

works beforehand for their present life. From beginning to end, all the Christian can boast about is 

grace! But what is the purpose of these good works that God has prepared in advance? God 

prepared a sphere of “good” moral actions in advance so that we might daily “walk in them” for His 

glory. 

 

Again, we see a contrast here. Look back at verse 1. We used to walk in trespasses and sins. But now, 

in Christ, we are called to walk in a different way. Our attitudes and behaviors should now show all 

the hallmarks of a new creation. The word “walk” means “to make one’s way” to “regulate one’s life,” 

or to “make full use of opportunities.” It’s in a tense that suggests a “once for all decision to walk in 

good works.” It refers to a fixed way of life that is committed to living the way God intends for His 

people to live. 

 

Notice that Paul says that we are to “walk in them” and not “work in them.” God has prepared good 

works in advance for believers that He will perform in and through them as they walk by faith in His 

power. It is not doing a work for God but rather God doing a work in and through the believer. Paul 

underscores this in Philippians 2:13, “It is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure.” Let me show you how these two truths, “God preparing beforehand” and “that we 

should walk in them” converge! Turn briefly to Hebrews 13:20-21. The writer of Hebrews says, 

“Now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 

the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good (note: this is God’s 

part) that you may do his will (note: this is your part).” We see both God’s sovereign foreordination 

and provision and our responsibility to act on His provision.  

 

While we are seated in the heavenlies in Christ, we are to walk down here in such a way that will 

bring glory to God’s name. How does God expect His people to walk? Let me give you four 

applications: 

 
A. We are called to walk in love.  

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I 

have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing (1 Corinthians 

13:1-3). 

 

B. We are called to walk in obedience.  

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome (1 John 5:2-3) 

 



C. We are called to walk in faithfulness. 

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2). 

 

D. We are called to walk in holiness. 

Put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness 

(Ephesians 4:24). 

 

Closing Benediction: 

 

Hear this encouragement to remain steadfast from the Captain of our salvation. Jesus says, “Behold, I 

am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. Surely, I am coming soon” 

Revelation 22:12-13,20. And all God’s People said, “Amen!”  

 

 

 

 

 


