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Ephesians 1:9-12 
 

There is a significant development in the four verses before us this morning. Remember that verses 3-

14 are one, continuous, unbroken sentence in the original language. As Paul considers the lavish 

spiritual blessings that are ours in Christ, he almost seems to lose himself in exuberant praise – and 

rightly so! Paul has systematically recounted what God has done and is doing, insofar as His 

redemptive plan is concerned, but the question still remains, “What is God going to do”? We’ll learn 

that in our text for this morning. Verses 9-12 lead us to creation’s climactic crescendo! History and 

time are moving towards an end. God’s saving purposes, which He planned in eternity past, have as 

their final and ultimate goal, the uniting or summing up of all things in Heaven and on Earth in Christ. 

Every moment of time has been sovereignly ordained and is marching toward the culmination of 

days when Jesus Christ will step back into the world that He made and wrap everything up. With 

that said, let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. We’ll read from verses 7-12 in order to 

gain the full context of Paul’s thought process. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

pens the following words:  

 

In him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us 

the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Him we have 

obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 

things according to the counsel of His will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 

be to the praise of His glory. Ephesians 1:7-12 

 

I. THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WILL IS SALVATION THROUGH THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST (v.9) 

Making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ 

 

Friends, God hasn’t just saved us without giving us any understanding of His redemptive plan. He 

desires that we, the redeemed, might know and understand His saving purposes. If you can 

remember back to last week, we learned that God lavished His grace upon us “in all wisdom and 

insight.” A cursory reading of verse 8 might leave us thinking that God was the subject of verse 8 – 

that He who was acting with wisdom and insight. But I suggested that we are the subjects of verse 8, 

meaning wisdom and insight are graces of God given to us. In other words, in Christ, we have been 

redeemed by His blood, forgiven of our trespasses, lavished with the riches of His grace, but also 

given heavenly wisdom and insight. He graced us with wisdom in order that we might understand 



ultimate things about God, and He graced us with insight that we might live in this Genesis 3 fallen 

world with biblical practicality (discernment and prudence). God wants us to understand and live in 

light of His redemptive plan for our lives and the world that He has made.      

 

Turn your attention to the first phrase here in verse 9. Paul says that God has, “Made known to us the 

mystery of His will…” Mystery (musth/rion) here isn’t mystery in the spooky sense… Mystery simply 

refers to the disclosure or the making known of a previously hidden or veiled reality. A mystery in 

Scripture means that God is revealing something that, until that time, He had not previously made 

known. Prior to the entrance of Jesus Christ into this world, the full revelation of the gospel was 

undisclosed. God’s redemptive plan was moving along just as planned and right on schedule, but it 

wasn’t revealed in its full glory until the cross. It was there, in the person and work of Jesus Christ, 

that the dots of God’s redemptive plan, so to speak, were connected for us. 

  

There are two important characteristics included in the New Testament concept of mystery. First, the 

mystery cannot be discovered by human intellect, it’s always a revelation from God. We see that in 

the fact that the mystery is made known to us. No course of instruction, no curriculum of a university, 

no scientific investigation, will ever reveal these secrets. You cannot find them out in any other way; 

God must tell us the answers.	   This means that apart from God graciously disclosing the reality of the 

mystery in our hearts and minds, we still wouldn’t understand it – neither would we want to (1 

Corinthians 2:14). Listen to Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 1:18-24. 

 

For the word (message) of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 

since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 

through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God.  

 

Secondly, the mystery is always revealed at the proper time. We’ll see this in verse 10. Charles 

Spurgeon once said, “The infinite Lord appoints the date of every event; all times are in His hand. 

There are no loose threads in the providence of God, no stiches are dropped, no events left to 

chance. The great clock of the universe keeps good time, and the whole machinery of providence 

moves with unerring punctuality.”1 God’s plan has never been delayed or altered. He is moving 

history forward right in step with His predetermined plan! This should give many of us who fret and 

worry about upcoming elections a great sense of peace and respite of heart. Just as He is in complete 
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control of His redemptive plan, so He is also in complete control of every moment of life on this 

small blue planet we call home.  

 

The words “he made known to us” reveal that there isn’t only a historical dimension to the mystery, 

but also a personal one! The recipients of God’s glorious disclosure are the redeemed. As believers, 

we are a part of God’s inner circle. Far from puffing us up, this truth ought to humble us (cf. Romans 

12:3). We have been given the blessing of sharing in the secret that God will one day unite all things 

under Christ. But we aren’t to keep it a secret. We can’t forget that Jesus said, “You are the light of 

the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden” Matthew 5:14. The greatest story ever told, that of 

God’s grace in Christ, must be made known! It’s the Father’s will that that the most sublime secret be 

broadcast far and wide, and that it penetrate deeply into the hearts of those who are His own.  

 

In fact, God’s plan of salvation must be made known in order that it might be accepted by faith.2 

Paul asked four rhetorical, but sobering, questions in Romans 10:14-15. He asked, “ How then will 

they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written how beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 

news”! Paul goes on in verse 17 to say, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 

of Christ.” Let me ask you a question: Is your light visible? There are 38,000 people that live in our 

city. You can’t reach them all, but you can reach a few! Who is on your evangelistic radar? If not 

you, then who? If not now, then when? Bob McNabb, a friend of mine, penned these words as a 

college student wanting to make his life count for the sake of the gospel. 

 

I’ve just seen the world and I’ll set it to rhyme; the way God sees it all of the time. It’s starving for 

food - number in millions, while those needing life must be counted by billions. There is a green 

pasture nearby, only a stones throw away; but without a shepherd, in hunger, they’ll stay. Where 

are the shepherds? Where have they gone? They’re out pulling weeds in their own front lawn. 

The shepherds have problems, they’ll tell you themselves; the manure from sheep, O how it 

smells. The problems they debate are important, you see, what color should the drapes in the 

shepherd’s club be? Nike’s or Reebok’s which should a shepherd wear? Ask the dying and see if 

they care. But I’ve seen the world and the way it can be, and these things are no longer important 

to me. Manure, I must agree, certainly does smell, but what does it matter when sheep go to hell? 

Once again come the tears, once again I must weep; for no one is listening as the Lord calls, 

“Feed my sheep.”3  
 

Look back at verse 9. Paul says that God made the mystery of His will known, “According to His 

purpose…” Purpose is the word eudokia (eujdoki÷a). It’s the same word used in verse 5 where Paul 

says, “He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
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will.” The NASB translates this word beautifully when it says “kind intention.” Just as it was God’s 

kind intention or good pleasure to predestine and adopt us as sons, so it is His kind intention to 

reveal to us the mystery of His will. God didn’t reveal His redemptive plan begrudgingly, but rather 

joyfully! The Father takes special delight in planning whatever must be planned in order to bring 

about the salvation, full and free, of men who had plunged themselves into misery and ruin, and He 

takes equal pleasure in telling [us] about this marvelous plan!4 

 

Lastly, notice how God made the mystery of His will known to us. Paul says that He made it known, 

“According to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ...” God’s carefully designed plan to make 

known the mystery, like the mystery itself, has always had its focus in Christ.5 The good purposes of 

the Father were to be effected or carried out in Christ who died to redeem a people for God’s own 

possession (1 Peter 2:9). Mystery of mysteries; marvel of marvels - God became a man and died for 

me!  

 

 

II. GOD WILL ONE DAY RESTORE EVERYTHING THAT SIN HAS BROKEN. (v.10) 

as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

They mystery of God’s will is salvation through the cross of Jesus Christ, but it is further revealed in 

His plan to unite or sum up all things in Christ. In other words, there is a glorious closing act to 

God’s divine redemptive drama, which includes Jesus Christ sitting on His throne, ruling and 

reigning, without contention. But before Paul tells us what God is going to do, he tells us when He is 

going to do it. He says that God’s plan will commence, “At the fullness of time.” We’ve seen the 

phrase “fullness of time” before. Paul used it in Galatians 4:4 explaining, “When the fullness of time 

had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law.” This reference, of course, 

points to Christ’s first advent – when Jesus stepped into our world to inaugurate God’s redemptive 

plan. If you think in terms of an hourglass, the first coming of Christ would have filled the lower 

compartment. The “fullness of time” in the present context points to Christ’s second advent – when 

Jesus will return to wrap up God’s redemptive plan.  

 

Friends, God isn’t sitting in heaven trying to figure out when He’s going to close up shop. He has 

appointed a firm, fixed, and settled time when He will bring His redemptive program to its glorious 

conclusion. There is coming a day when both halves of the hourglass will be full. We know not 

when that day is, but God knows and He’ll be not a moment behind! The same God who planned, 

accomplished, and applied Christ’s salvation to each believer is the One who controls the march of 

history as day-by-day and event by event, it makes its irrevocable way toward the final 

consummation of all things in Christ.  
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The word “fullness” has the idea of completeness or having reached a goal. It’s interesting to note 

that the NASB translates verse 10, “With a view to an administration (management) suitable to the 

fullness of the times…” I think Paul has in view here what will begin during the Millennial Kingdom, 

the 1000-year literal earthly Messianic Kingdom of Christ. What is going to happen in that future 

Messianic Kingdom? Paul explains when he says that God’s plan is to “unite all things in Christ.” The 

Millennial Kingdom and the eternal state are the times when the chaos of this sin-riddled world will 

be removed and universal harmony will be established under the rule and reign of Christ. The 

paradise lost in Adam will be restored in Christ. 

 

But this side of eternity, it can be hard to keep this truth in our hearts and minds without becoming 

discouraged. When you look at history, it looks as if exactly the opposite is occurring; it looks as if 

things are falling apart. Ever since sin came careening into the world, things have been falling apart. 

Man was separated from God (Genesis 3). Then man was separated from man, as Cain killed Abel 

(Genesis 4). People tried to maintain a semblance of unity by building the tower of Babel, but God 

judged them and scattered them all across the world (Genesis 11). Today we are at war amongst 

ourselves. Nation fights against nation and class against class. Struggle, strife, bitterness and rage 

define our relationships. The television is full of it and our politicians and media propagate and profit 

from it. We witness untold suffering and calamities, disease and death. It seems as if the world is 

unraveling at the seams.  

 

Right now Satan rules this world. He prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour 

(1 Peter 5:8). Not autonomously or sovereignly – He is subject to God like a leashed dog is subject to 

its master. Jesus referred to him as the “ruler of this world” who would be cast out (John 12:21). Paul 

referred to him as the “god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4), and the “prince of the power of the air” 

(Ephesians 2:2). But there is coming a day when God will deal with sin and Satan - There is coming 

a day when Satan will be cast out of his temporary seat of power and sent to the lake of fire forever. 

God is ushering everything forward to the time when Christ will rule over all things in heaven and on 

earth. At this time everything will be brought under the rulership and authority of Jesus Christ. There 

is nothing in the universe, absolutely nothing, that is not going to be brought under the lordship of 

Jesus Christ in one way or another. Everything past, present, and future is moving toward the time 

when every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11). Heaven and earth are 

not in tune today. We are playing to our own tune for now, but Jesus Christ will soon return and re-

harmonize everything that sin has distorted.  

 

Sin is tearing everything apart, but in Christ there will dawn a new day. God will gather everything 

together at the culmination of the ages. He will restore everything that has been broken, right every 

wrong, rid the world of every remaining vestige of sin, and reign from His glorious throne. He, the 

Alpha of time’s first pulsebeat and the Omega of its parting gasp, will gather centripetally to Himself 



all that survives the clash of worlds [at His return].6 He will be the head and all things be summed up 

in Him and under Him. Friends, this is the great eternal program that we have been given wisdom 

and insight into and are gloriously a part of.  

 

Let me bring a little application to bear. Just as God’s grand plan of redemption is unfolding exactly 

as he designed, right on schedule, so we must believe the same concerning His providence in our 

daily lives. When you sit across from the doctor and he uses the word terminal – you must remember 

that God’s good providence is working just as planned, for His glory and your good. When you get a 

telephone call that someone you love has been involved in a fatal car accident - you must remember 

that God’s good providence is working just as planned, for His glory and your good. When your 

teenage child breaks your heart and isn’t walking with the Lord - you must remember that God’s 

good providence is working just as planned, for His glory and your good. When the fabric of your 

marriage is rocked by undesirable sin - you must remember that God’s good providence is working 

just as planned, for His glory and your good. When you walk in to your boss’s office and He lets you 

know that you are being released from your job - you must remember that God’s good providence is 

working just as planned, for His glory and your good. When you are ridiculed and rejected for your 

faith in Jesus Christ - you must remember that God’s good providence is working just as planned, for 

His glory and your good. Friends, the grace of being able to trust and abide in God's plan and timing 

in our lives is a life re-orienting grace. To be able to trust God's sovereign superintendence not only 

of the particulars of His plan of redemption, but in the whole of our lives, is one of the great comforts 

in life. 

 

The 18th century hymn writer William Cowper penned these words soul-encouraging words: 

 

God moves in a mysterious way   Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

His wonders to perform;    But trust Him for His grace; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea   Behind a frowning providence 

And rides upon the storm.    He hides a smiling face. 

 

Deep in His dark and hidden mines   God’s purposes will ripen fast, 

With never-failing skill     Unfolding every hour; 

He fashions all His bright designs   The bud may have a bitter taste, 

And works His sovereign will.    But sweet will be the flower. 

 

O fearful saints, fresh courage take;   Blind unbelief is sure to err 

The clouds that you now dread    And scan His work in vain; 

Are big with mercy and will break   God is His own interpreter, 

In blessings on your head.    And He will make it plain. 
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It’s interesting to note that the word anakephalaioo (aÓnakefalaio/w), translated “unite” or “sum up,” 

in verse 10 actually has a another word attached to it in the original Greek language that isn’t seen in 

most of our English translations. It’s the Greek word “again” (ana). What Paul is saying here is that 

God’s redemptive purpose is to unite or sum up “again” all things in Jesus Christ. In other words, 

before sin entered into the world everything was in perfect unity and harmony. As a consequence of 

the Fall, this unity was shattered by chaos and division. But God, in His manifold wisdom, has 

ordained a redemptive plan in which He will “again” reunite creation, specifically the redeemed, to 

Himself by the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. God is going to fulfill his original purpose for 

creation when He once and for all makes all things new! We will say more about God’s uniting of 

all things in Christ, specifically the relationship between Jew and Gentile believers, when we turn the 

page to chapter 2:11-22.  

 

Now can you appreciate the wisdom and insight that have been given to us in Christ? Apart from the 

wisdom and insight God provides His children, a hopeless conclusion [to the story] is inescapable. 

But history belongs to God, [it’s] written and directed by its Creator, who will see it through to the 

fulfillment of His own ultimate purpose— the summing up of all things in Christ. He designed His 

great plan in the ages past; He now sovereignly works it out according to His divine will; and in the 

fullness of the times He will complete and perfect it in His Son…7 

 

 

III. GOD WILL ONE DAY BLESS US WITH AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE INHERITANCE (v.11-12) 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 

him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to 

hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

 

Paul raises our eyes here once again to see that God is the Source and Christ the Medium of soul-

melting, redeeming love. John Owen once said, “[Redemption] flows from the heart of the Father 

through the blood of the Son.”8 We are the recipients of blessing beyond measure! Here, specifically, 

it’s the blessing of divine inheritance. Paul says, “In Him we have obtained an inheritance…” Notice 

the past tense – “have obtained”. Often times when something in the future was so unalterable and 

inflexibly certain that it could not fail to happen, the Greeks would refer to it as having already 

happened. Such is the case here! Though we have not received our inheritance in its complete 

measure, it’s future certainty causes Paul to write as if we already possessed it in full.  We’ll see this 

again in 2:6 when Paul says, “[God] raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus.” Though we haven’t yet entered into our glorious future home, Paul is so 

certain of its coming that He writes as if it has already happened. The same is true of our inheritance!  
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Paul’s words here can actually be translated one of two ways: (1) In Him we have obtained an 

inheritance… (2) I Him we were made an inheritance… Both are true! In Christ we have a wonderful 

inheritance. Peter says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His 

great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 

for you” 1 Peter 1:3-4. Just as the Israelites in the Old Testament obtained an inheritance in the 

Promised Land, so those who are in Christ become partakers of a heavenly inheritance which He has 

secured for them. Also, in Christ we are an inheritance. Jesus is the Father’s gift of love to the 

Church; and the Church is the Father’s gift of love to His Son. Over and over again in John 17 Jesus 

refers to those whom the Father has given Him. We are Jesus’ inheritance, His bride, the reward for 

His suffering.  

 

Four things Christ has done for us in verses 7-12: 

(1) He has redeemed us by His blood… 

(2) He has forgiven us of our trespasses… 

(3) He has given us wisdom and insight that we might know and understand the mystery of God’s will… 

(4) He has rewarded us with an inheritance… 

 
ALL OF THIS IS BY HIS POWER! 
Paul says that we, “[Have] been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things 

according to the counsel of His will…” Remember, predestined means that God is working in light 

of forethought and not afterthought. God isn’t working out His redemptive plan by the seat of His 

pants. He has determined in advance – and so it shall be. The word “works” here in verse 11 is the 

Greek word energeo (ejnerge÷w). It’s the word from which we derive our English word “energy.” It 

means to operate with great power. God displays His power in that He is both the divine planner of 

redemption’s drama and the impeccable executer of His plans. Here is the encouragement for those 

of us who are in Christ: nothing can upset or frustrate the future glory of the redeemed! We’ll see 

next week, as we turn our attention to the Spirit’s role on our salvation, that we have been sealed 

with the promised Holy Spirit. That seal is a mark of divine ownership that can never be stripped 

away!  

 

Friends, we don’t have to live in fear or even mild suspicion that God will make good on His every 

word. The fact that God works all things according to the counsel of His will should impress upon 

our hearts a deep-rooted peace that surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7). Our God is not 

moved by whim or caprice so that no one ever knows how long His favor will last. He, who in love, 

predestined His own to be adopted as sons and daughters, will never forsake them. He will carry out 

His plan to completion, perfecting that which He started in us (Philippians 1:6), and bring us safely 

home! Nothing can frustrate His plan. Paul said he was convinced, and we should be as well, “That 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things present nor things to come, nor 



powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God, which in Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 8:38-39. 

 

ALL OF THIS IS FOR HIS PREEMINENCE! 

Let me turn your attention to Paul’s concluding words in verse 12. He says, “So that we who were 

the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of His glory.” God does everything He does to set the 

glory of His Son on display. If God’s redemptive plan was decreed in eternity past, carried out with 

unerring perfection in history, and if the destiny of all of His children was, by grace, included in that 

plan, then we have no grounds for boasting. All I have, all that I am, and all that I do is because of 

grace! God didn’t chose me because of me, He chose me in spite of me – because it pleased Him to 

do so (Psalm 115:3). In the following chapter Paul reminds us, “For it is by grace you have been 

saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast” Ephesians 2:8-9.   

 

Friends, though we are blessed beyond measure in Christ, God does not exist to satisfy the whim and 

wish of the believer. Rather, the converse is true. We exist to magnify the glory of our indescribable, 

incomprehensible, unfathomable God. What do we learn about Christ here? We learn of His 

preeminence! Paul said it this way in Colossians 1:15-20, “He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 

and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of 

the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” Is He 

preeminent in your life? If not, come, repent, and anchor your hope in Him. He fails not! 

 

Closing Benediction: 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to [the] gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been 

disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. Romans 16:25–27 


