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Ephesians 1:15-19 
 

We’ve spent the last five weeks basking in the glory of our spiritual riches in Christ! Paul reminds us 

that as believers we’ve been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places (v.3), chosen 

by God (v.4), adopted as sons (v.5), redeemed by the blood of Christ (v.7), forgiven of our sin (v.7), 

lavished with grace upon grace (v.8), given wisdom and insight into the mystery of God’s will (v.8), 

given an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading (v.11), and sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit, who guarantees that all of God’s promises are “Yes and Amen” in Christ (v.13-

14). We’ve been blessed beyond measure, but Paul tells us in our text for this morning that we must 

be growing in knowledge and understanding of the blessings we have, if we are ever going to use 

them for the glory of God.  

 

Too many Christians are like the late newspaper and magazine publishing mogul, William Hearst. 

Hearst passed away in 1951, but during his lifetime he invested a fortune acquiring rare art from 

around the globe. He owned Greek vases, Italian furniture, Oriental carpets, Renaissance vestments, 

priceless paintings, and an extensive library of rare manuscripts and books signed by their original 

authors. Its been told that one day Mr. Hearst learned of some notable pieces of art that he desired to 

acquire for his own collection. Willing to spare no expense, he sent his agent abroad to search for 

and recover these masterpieces. After months of relentless searching, his agent returned and reported 

that he had finally found the treasures that Mr. Hearst was looking for. “Where are they?” he asked. 

“Sir, they are already in your warehouse,” his agent replied. Sadly, Hearst, like many Christians, had 

been frantically searching for treasures he already owned!  

 

Having recounted the glorious spiritual blessings that are ours in Christ, Paul now switches gears and 

prays that God will give us spiritual insight to understand, appreciate, and appropriate the blessings 

that we possess. With that being said, let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. Paul, 

writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 

saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope to which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might (Ephesians 1:15–19) 



I. WE NEED TO KNOW THE HEART OF GOD INTIMATELY (v.15-17) 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 

saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of Him, 

 

Paul begins saying, “For this reason…” These three words tell us what prompted the prayer that is to 

follow. At the time of his writing, Paul hadn’t been in Ephesus for five or six years. Though he wasn’t 

there physically, he certainly wasn’t disconnected. He had received word of the vibrant, growing 

faith that characterized the Ephesian believers. They had heard the word of truth, believed “into” 

Christ, and were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. And they began to bear fruit of their 

conversion. What was that fruit? Look at the text. Paul says, “ I have heard about your faith in the 

Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints.” “Faith” is the expression of the believer’s trust in God 

– this speaks to our vertical relationship. “Love” is the expression of a proper relationship with others 

– this speaks to our horizontal relationships. Two telltale signs of genuine conversion are a growing 

faith in Christ and a growing love for others. As a matter of fact, the former produces the latter. Faith, 

if it’s genuine, and love go together. The magnet that draws sinners to Christ also draws them 

together. The rosebud of faith in the Ephesians had burst forth into the flower of love.1 Just as you are 

pleased when your children act in obedience and love, so Paul was encouraged to hear of these 

fruits, which were evident in the church at Ephesus.  

 

What does Paul do with his encouragement and gratitude? He gives honor to whom honor is due. 

The fruit of faith and love that characterized the church at Ephesus were a result of the marvelous 

grace of God. As such, Paul turns his thanksgiving heavenward saying, “I do not cease to give thanks 

for you, remembering you in my prayers…” There is probably a bit of hyperbole here, these 14 

words certainly challenge my prayer life. I want you to notice two things concerning Paul’s 

discipline of prayer: First, I want you to notice the regularity of his prayers. He said, “I do not cease 

to give thanks for you…” A study of Paul’s prayers through his writing reveals that he was planned, 

systematic, organized and tireless.  

 

Secondly, I want you to notice the specificity of his prayers. As we make our way through the text 

you’ll see that Paul prayed for specific blessings that he wanted his readers to know and enjoy. It’s 

interesting to note that in not a single one of Paul’s prison letter prayers (cf. Ephesians 1:15-23, 3:14, 

21; Philippians 1:9-11; Colossians 1:9-12) did he request material things for those he prayed for. His 

emphasis was always on growth in spiritual understanding and Christ-like character. He didn’t ask 

God to give his recipients what they didn’t have, but rather he prayed that God would make known 

to them what they already possessed by faith! If you are ever stuck in knowing what or how to pray 
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for others, make a list of biblical prayers and pray those. You can never go wrong praying Scripture 

(cf. 1 john 5:14-15)! Paul prayed with great regularity and specificity. 

 

After acknowledging the Ephesians conversion and subsequent growth in faith and love, Paul begins 

his prayer in verse 17. He prays, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.” This verse is absolutely 

dripping with theological content, but I want to draw your attention solely to Paul’s request that the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation be given in the knowledge of Him (God). What Paul is asking for 

here is that God would, trough the ministry of the Holy Spirit, increase the Ephesian believers’ 

knowledge and understanding of (1) who He is (2) what He has done for them in Christ. Friends, we 

must never forget that we are completely dependent upon the Holy Spirit to know God. We would 

refer to this as the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Turn back to 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 for just a moment. Speaking about the truth revealing ministry of 

the Holy Spirit, Paul says, “Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words 

not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are 

spiritual.” Before His ascension, Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit to His disciples saying, “ These things I 

have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 

you” John 14:25–26. The Ephesian believers received the promised Holy Spirit at their conversion, 

just as we have if we know Christ savingly, and are are dependent upon Him for wisdom and 

revelation (not new revelation) as it pertains to knowing God.  

 

The Christian’s highest privilege is to know God! God, speaking through the prophet Jeremiah, said, 

“Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich 

man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that 

I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things 

I delight, declares the Lord” Jeremiah 9:23–24. The atheist claims that there is no God for us to know. 

The agnostic proposes that if God exists we can’t know Him. But the Christian knows that he, or 

anyone for that matter, cannot understand much of anything else apart from knowing of God.2 John 

equated knowing God with salvation. He said, “This is eternal life, that they know you the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” John 17:3.  

 

If eternal life is equated with knowing God by faith, then there shouldn’t be any priority in life that 

outweighs our priority to pursue knowing God intimately. Let me ask you this question: How does 

knowing God rank in your priorities? We often give ourselves, specifically our time and energy, to 

things that have very little eternal significance. We run around busying and tiring ourselves, but we 
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often neglect what is better. We are Martha scrambling about the kitchen, doing necessary things, 

but neglect what Jesus said was better, namely siting at His feet like Mary.  

 

I fear that we too often try and fit God in instead of orienting our lives around Him and making all 

lesser priorities subservient to the priority of paramount importance. And then we wonder why we 

live life spiritually drained with what feels like a continual low-grade discouragement. Friends, it’s 

because we’ve neglected what is better. When we neglect the Spring of living Water, it’s no surprise 

that we’re left thirsty; when we neglect the Bread of Life, it’s no surprise that we’re left hungry. God 

has given us all the equipment we need to know, love, obey, and serve Him. He has given us a new 

heart, the Holy Spirit, and His Word! Friends, don’t neglect these means of grace! 

 

It’s important that we make a critical distinction when we discuss knowing God. Many individuals 

sadly confuse knowing about God with knowing God.  This is the difference between a religious 

person and a saved person. Jesus drew a line in the sand in Matthew 7:21-23 when he said, “Not 

everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 

name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.’” There is not a more frightening string of words in all of existence.  

 

The usual Greek work for casual personal knowledge is gnwsiß. But here at the end of verse 17, 

Paul intensifies the word with the little preposition ejpi÷. Paul prays that the Ephesians would be 

growing in an ejpi÷gnwsiß of God – that’s a depthy, abiding, thorough, and intimate knowledge. Are 

those words that describe your pursuit of knowing God? Paul’s desire is that the Ephesian believers, 

who are full of faith and love, would grow deeper and deeper in their knowledge of God. The 

greatest need of the Church is to know Christ!  

 

J.I. packer in his book, Knowing God, has done an excellent job of distilling what it means and looks 

like to know God intimately. I would encourage you, if you haven’t, to read at least the first 6 

chapters (65 pages) of this paradigm-shifting book. As I re-read the first few chapters this week, I was 

freshly reminded of four truths that Packer distills about people who know their God. He says that 

those who know their God:  

 
1. Have great energy for God.��� 

2. Have great thoughts of God.��� 

3. Show great boldness for God.��� 

4. Have great contentment in God.3 
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Knowing God intimately is the overarching request. But Paul continues in verses 18-19 to remind us 

of three aspects concerning the mighty salvation that has already been won for us that we need to 

know, understand, and apply. 

 

 

II. WE NEED TO KNOW THE HOPE OF GOD’S CALLING (v.18a) 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which He has 

called you, 

 

Paul says, “Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened…” What is Paul asking for here? He is asking 

that the believers in Ephesus would have spiritual insight to grasp the truth of God’s saving purposes. 

Notice that Paul refers to the eyes of your heart and not the eyes of your mind. It is possible for a 

person to be intellectually brilliant, yet have zero understanding of spiritual truth.  

 

The Bible places a huge premium on heart. The heart isn’t just the seat of feelings and emotions, 

rather it’s presented in Scripture as the core and center of our being. Wise Solomon said, “Guard 

your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life” Proverbs 4:23. God Himself reorients 

our thinking when He says, “The Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, 

but the Lord looks on the heart” 1 Samuel 16:7. Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

(and they alone) shall see God” Matthew 5:8. Do you remember what Paul said in Romans 10:9? He 

said, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.” Apart from the work of the Holy Spirit the eye of the heart is blind 

(cf. Jeremiah 17:9).  

 

But when we come to know Christ personally, by faith and repentance, God removes our cold, 

calloused heart and gives a new heart in its place that expresses sorrow for sin and faith working 

through love. It’s at this point, having crossed over from death to life (John 5:24), that we begin for 

the first time to see with new, spiritually enlightened, eyes. Think about a newborn for a moment. At 

birth, they pass from the confines of darkness into a new world. There, for the first time their eyes are 

filled with light. But for the first several months, an infant an only focus on objects that are 8-10 

inches from their face. Though a newborn sees for the first time at birth, visual acuity continues to 

grow during a child’s early years. The same is true of us spiritually. When we are born again we see, 

with spiritual eyes, for the first time and we begin to grow in our understanding of who God is and 

what He’s done for us.   

 

With a heart that now sees clearly, Paul prays that we, “May know what is the hope to which He has 

called us.” Think about the word “called” for a moment. The word “church”, ekklesia (ejkklhsi÷a), is 

actually a combination of two words in the original Greek language. It’s the preposition ejk, meaning 

“out of” or “from” and the word kale÷w, which means, “to bid” or “call.” The word “church” literally 

means those who are called out. Peter uses the same verb when he refers to the redeemed Church of 



God as, “A chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” 1 

Peter 2:9. Some callings offer no hope, but our calling, in Christ, assures of both a joy-filled present 

and an indescribable, glorious future.  

 

Oh that we would know the great hope that is included in the gospel call that we, by grace, have 

obeyed. It’s important to note that “hope” in this context isn’t a feeling. The word hope in the Bible 

doesn’t mean, “I hope so.” Many people attach their hope to things that, in the end, leave them 

empty-handed and empty-hearted. Biblical hope, on the other hand, carries the idea of confidence 

and blessed assurance. The writer of Hebrews describes biblical faith as, “The assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” Hebrews 11:1. Before we came to Christ we were lost 

and without hope. Paul says, “Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world” Ephesians 2:12. But now, in Christ, we have been born again to a living 

hope (1 Peter 1:3). Jesus Christ, our crucified, risen, ruling, reigning, and soon returning King, is our 

hope (1 Timothy 1:1)!  

 

Our hope is grounded in the infallible promises of God! Hope is the fervent yearning, confident 

expectation, and patient waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promises. With eager expectation we 

hope for the day we stand before the glory of God clothed in the righteousness of Christ, with 

resurrected, incorruptible bodies, freed for all time from the presence of sin. We look forward to the 

day when God brings to completion the work He started in us (Philippians 1:6).  

 

But we can’t forget that our future hope has practical bearing on our lives today – while we wait! 

Paul told Timothy, “ The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 

the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ” Titus 2:11–13. Our hope encourages us to be pure, obedient, and faithful. The very fact 

that we will one day see Christ and be like Him should motivate us to live like Him today!  

 

 

III. WE NEED TO KNOW THE RICHES OF GOD’S INHERITANCE (v.18b) 

what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 

 

Paul goes on to pray that we might know “the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints.” 

Friends, the reality of these words makes my heart sing! Paul isn’t praying that the believers in 

Ephesus would understand the riches of their glorious inheritance. He spoke about our inheritance 

back in verse 11. Here in verse 18, Paul prays that we, the Church, those who are called out, would 

grow in understanding, and appreciation, that we are a part of God’s great wealth. Just as man’s 

wealth brings glory to His name, so God will get glory from the Church because He has invested in 



us.4 We were redeemed, purchased, with the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19). God spared 

no expense in the salvation of our souls. We are the riches of God. We are the reward for Christ’s 

suffering. Jesus Christ has taken us as His everlasting portion. Remember all of the possessive 

language that peppers verses 3-14. God chose us – for Himself. God adopted us – for Himself. Christ 

redeemed us – for Himself. In Him we have obtained an inheritance, but in Him we are an 

inheritance – for Himself! 

 

The Psalmist captures this beautifully in Psalm 2:7-8. He wrote, “I will surely tell of the decree of the 

Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give 

the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.” Think about this: 

God owns the heavens and numberless worlds, but we, according to Scripture, are His treasures. The 

redeemed of God are worth more than the four corners of the universe can hold.5 Paul prays that we, 

believers, would know and appreciate the extraordinary value that He places on us. This truth 

should elicit immense, overflowing gratitude and deep, abiding humility as we contemplate the 

grace that has been lavished on us in the Beloved.    

 

 

IV. WE NEED TO KNOW THE IMMEASURABLE GREATNESS OF GOD’S POWER (v.19) 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of His great might  

 

Paul prayed that his readers might know God intimately; specifically, the hope to which God called 

them, how greatly prized they are as His treasured possession, and lastly, how amazing His power is 

that works on their behalf.  Verse 19 is packed with powerful language. Paul speaks of the 

immeasurable greatness of God and then layers on every synonym that he can think of to describe 

such greatness: His power (dunamis), His working (energeia), and His might (kratos). We, as people,  

measure everything. When you go to the gas station, fuel is dispensed in gallons. When you go to 

the grocery store, produce is weighed in pounds. When you purchase a home, it’s measured in 

square footage. Scientists measure the smallest particles of matter and astronomers measure the 

expansive distance between planets. We are all well accustomed to parameters, but we scarcely 

have a concept for things that are limitless. Paul wants us to have absolute surety in our hearts that 

God’s immeasurable power is able to bring all the saving promises that we hope in to their ultimate 

fruition. 

 

Notice Paul says that God’s immeasurable greatness and power are “toward us who believe.” God’s 

power is working out His redemptive plan, but that power is also at work in us! In Ephesians 3:20, a 

familiar text to many of us, Paul praises God saying, “Now to him who is able to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us”  

                                                             
4 Warren W. Wiersbe, 16.  
5 R. Kent Hughes, Ephesians: The Mystery of the Body of Christ (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishers, 1990), 52.  



 

As Christians, we need God’s power. In and of ourselves we are weak, feeble, and frail. Jesus told 

His disciples, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” Matthew 26:41. God made us this way so 

that we wouldn’t look to ourselves as our own source of strength and power – though we are often 

tempted. Question: What areas of life are you trusting in your own strength? Paul said, “We have this 

treasure (the truth of the gospel) in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God 

and not to us” 2 Corinthians 4:7. We are just ordinary vessels – clay jars. The jar isn’t much, but 

what fills the jar is! Paul prays that we would know, understand, and live in light of God’s 

immeasurable power. The same powerful God who laid the foundations of the earth (Job 38:4), 

created the stars and calls them out by name at night (Isaiah 40:26 NLT), and tells the ocean you can 

come this far and no farther (Job 38:11) is at work in us.  In ourselves, we are powerless; but in Christ, 

the immeasurable power of God is available to us. We’ll see God’s power displayed in its full array 

next Sunday as we worship Him for defeating sin and death by raising Christ from the dead! 

 

Do you know the God of the Bible? Charles Spurgeon once said, “The knowledge of God is the great 

hope of sinners. Oh, if you knew Him better, you would fly to Him! If you understood how gracious 

He is, you would seek Him. If you could have any idea of His holiness, you would loathe your self-

righteousness. If you knew anything of His power, you would not venture to contend with Him. If 

you knew anything of His grace, you would not hesitate to yield yourself to Him.” 
 

Closing Benediction:  

May [God] grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may 

have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness 

of God. Ephesians 3:16–19 


