
I am Dave Anderson, one of your elders. I know you have much running through your minds as you process 
through Eric’s announcement. But I want to share a few thoughts from your elders as we prepare for this 
transition. I‘m going to read this statement so I don’t miss anything. 

First, we are heartbroken that Eric will be stepping down as Lead Pastor, but we are also happy for Eric and Jodie 
as they begin this new season of work and ministry. We are exceptionally thankful for the almost five years the 
Cohers have spent faithfully serving the Lord and the body of Christ here at The Chapel. We have been blessed as 
Eric powerfully, passionately, and unashamedly has taught us the Word of God. We are thankful for his vision for 
The Chapel, his leadership of the staff, and his contribution on the elder board. I could go on and on, there is 
much more for which we are thankful, but time does not permit me to list them.  

Secondly, as we walk through these challenging times of change, we want to remind each of us that we can trust 
our sovereign, good, and faithful God for His provision for us as individuals and as a body of believers.   

A few encouraging verses related to God’s provision are: 

a. Lamentations 3:22-23 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  

b. Isaiah 41:10 Fear not for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 
I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

c. Jerimiah 29:11 I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

d. Romans 8:32 He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will he not also 
with Him graciously give us all things. 

We can count on Gods provision as we see it promised in His Word … Because as we have been taught “The 
grass withers and the flower fades but the Word of our great God will stand forever!” 

Based on His promises, we can confidently look to the coming weeks and months knowing God has a perfect plan 
for The Chapel. One of the many ways we can see God’s provision for us at this time is that we have a high quality 
and experienced staff in place to help lead us through this transition.  

The elders have started developing The Chapel’s transition plans. As we finalize these in the coming weeks, we 
will be sharing them with you. If you have suggestions or questions, please feel free to contact one of the elders. 
We want to hear from you. 

Lastly, we know that prayer is foundational to a God honoring walk with the Lord.  It is commanded by our great 
God, and is critical for our transition. The elders covet your prayers. Therefore, we have prepared a transition 
prayer list to guide each of us as we pray during the coming weeks and months. The list includes requests for the 
Cohers, for the search process, for us as a body of believers, and for our next lead pastor. When you leave today 
there will be deacons at the exits distributing these lists. We ask that you take one and faithfully pray for these 
requests.  

For your convenience, at the bottom of these handouts, is a list of The Chapel elders. Again, if you have questions, 
or suggestions, please contact one of the elders. 

DT Whitaker will now come and close in prayer.  


