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2 Timothy 3:14-17 

 

Let’s turn our attention to our text for this morning. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, pens the following words: 

 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom 

you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 

3:14–17 

 

Brothers and sisters, the grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of our God stands forever 

(Isaiah 40:8). 

 

THE SPARK THAT LIT THE REFORMATION FLAME 

 

Born in 1483 to parents of peasant lineage, young Martin Luther had a humble upbringing. He grew 

up in Eislaben, Germany where his father, Hans, worked hard as a miner and ore smelter. Hans 

knew the mining business was tough and wanted his son to pursue law school. Luther, himself, had 

every intention of studying law until one afternoon in 1505 when he was caught in a thunderstorm 

on his way to the village of Stotternheim. A bolt of lightning stuck so close and it so terrified Luther 

that he cried out in panic to the Catholic patroness of miners, “St. Anne, save me!” And I’ll become a 

monk.” Two weeks later, much to his parent’s disappointment, Luther entered the Augustinian 

monastery at Erfurt.   

 

Life in the monastery was difficult for Luther. He wrestled intensely with guilt. In an attempt to make 

it go away, he tried to live out an ultra rigid set of spiritual rules. Driven by a profound sense of his 

own sinfulness before God’s majesty, He pushed his body to its near breaking point – but the guilt 

remained. Later in life Luther commented about himself, “I may say that if ever a monk got to heaven 

by his sheer monkery, it was I.” But no rule keeping, no amount of penance, and no soothing words 

from others could quench Luther’s conviction that he was a miserable, doomed sinner. He said, “My 

situation was that, although an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled in 



conscience, and I had no confidence that my merit would assuage [satisfy] Him. Therefore I did not 

love a just and angry God, but rather hated and murmured against him.” 

 

In 1507, Luther was ordained as a priest and started studying Theology at the University of Erfurt. 

During his studies, he came into contact with the ideas of the Humanists and embraced their slogan 

“Ad Fontes!” - Back to the Source! For Luther, this meant the study of the Bible in its original Hebrew 

and Greek languages. After receiving his doctorate in Theology in 1512, Luther was assigned Chair 

of Biblical Studies at the recently established Wittenberg University. It was there that he began to 

pour over and teach the Scriptures. As he did, he became fascinated with Jesus’ words from the cross, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Luther realized that Jesus shared man’s 

estrangement from God in order to assume the punishment required for sin. This, for the first time, 

brought an entirely new picture of God to Luther’s guilt-laden, restless soul.  

 

In 1515, studying Paul’s letter to the Romans, Luther came upon Romans 1:17. Paul wrote, “For in it 

[the gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.” God used this text to bring Luther, the impeccable monk, to a point of genuine 

saving faith. Luther recounts his conversion: 

  

Night and day I pondered until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the 

statement that “the just shall live by faith.” Then I grasped that the justice of God is that 

righteousness by which through grace and sheer mercy, God justifies us through faith. Thereupon 

I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise. The whole of 

Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before the “justice of God” had filled me with 

hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet.” 

 

Luther saw clearly what he couldn’t see before. Namely, that man is saved by faith alone in Christ 

alone. But this new understanding of Scripture vehemently clashed with the Roman Catholic 

Church’s doctrine of justification by faith and good works. The implications of Luther’s discovery 

and subsequent conversion would be the spark that lit the flame of spiritual reformation across the 

world.  

 

THE EARLY ERROSION OF BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 

 

It was the Catholic Church’s sale of indulgences that brought Luther to a boiling point. For those of 

us who don’t have a Catholic background, an indulgence is the full or partial remission of 

punishment for sins. The Catholic Church holds that there is a “treasury of merit” or “storehouse of 

grace” that was accumulated by the meritorious work of Christ that can be parceled out to 

individuals for a sum of money. In other words, for the appropriate contribution to the church, 

repentance was now for sale and any sin could be covered. Individuals could also purchase 

indulgences to liberate their loved ones from the flames of purgatory. The church preached the pithy 



jingle, “As soon as a coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” This stood in direct 

contradiction to Luther’s new understanding of Justification by faith and by the end of 1517 he had 

had enough. 

 

The unofficial launch of the protestant reformation was October 31, 1517 when Luther, an obscure 

Augustinian monk, nailed his 95 theses to the castle church door in Wittenberg, Germany. In 

Luther’s day, to nail something to the church door was similar to posting something to a community 

bulletin board. These 95 theses were arguments against the abuses of the Roman Catholic Church 

and an invitation to public dialogue. Luther argued that the pope didn’t have power to remove sin or 

its penalty. Luther’s theses were taken down from the church door by his students, copied on the 

newly invented printing press, and distributed throughout Germany and soon thereafter throughout 

all of Europe. This sparked the movement we know as the Protestant Reformation.  

 

In the word protestant, you hear the word protest, and in the word reformation you hear the word 

reform. These two words are good descriptions of the spiritual shift in tide as Luther and many others 

took a stand for the authority of the Scripture and the purity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The central 

nerve of the reformation was the authority of Scripture. The clarification of other doctrines that came 

as a result of the Reformation were simply the fruit of letting the Bible speak with authority. The 5 

Solas served as the core commitments that came out of the reformation movement. Sola, solo (Latin), 

alone that framed the Reformation that brought the Church back to the heart of the true gospel. The 

anthem of the Reformation was Post Tenabre Lux – “After Darkness, Light”.  

 

Steven Lawson says, “The Reformation was, in reality, a revolution that would forever alter Western 

civilization and, through it, the world. The Protestant Reformation had monumental effects upon 

every aspect of the world – socially, politically, economically, and educationally. But nowhere was 

the Reformation’s effect felt greater than it was religiously and spiritually, for at its heart was a 

reformation of the preaching of the Word of God and a reestablishment of the truth of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.”  

 

THE ENLIGHTENMENT ERA (18th Century) 

 

The Enlightenment has often been referred to as the “Age of Reason”. The Enlightenment individual 

believed he could have access to pure human reason, which would allow him to tear down 

traditional ecclesiastical (church) myths that only served to oppress societies of ages past. The 

Enlightenment man confidently declared to the world that he had come of age intellectually, and it 

was now time to liberate himself from the assumptions he had previously inherited from Christianity. 

By means of pure reason, he was now capable of discovering truth for himself and in doing so he 

would pioneer a new path to enlightenment. Reason was the golden ticket to a life of total 



objectivity, free from bias. With the elevation of reason as a sufficient source for human knowledge 

and achievement, there was a corresponding rejection of the Bible’s necessity and sufficiency.1 

 

POSTMODERN WORLD 

 

Postmodern is how we would describe our current culture. The “gospel” of the postmodern world is 

the product of the Enlightenment. The departure from Scripture as the defining and authoritative rule 

and the subsequent elevation of human reason has led to moral relativism that is so prevalent in our 

day today. The words Paul wrote in Romans 1:18-20, “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For His 

invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 

since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.” 

 

While encompassing a disparate variety of approaches, postmodernism is typically defined by an 

attitude of skepticism, irony, or rejection toward the meta-narratives and ideologies of modernism, 

and often calls into question various assumptions of Enlightenment rationality. Common targets of 

postmodern critique include universalist notions of objective reality, morality, truth, human 

nature, reason, language, and social progress. Postmodern thinkers frequently call attention to 

the contingent or socially-conditioned nature of knowledge claims and value systems, situating them 

as products of particular political, historical, or cultural discourses and hierarchies. Accordingly, 

postmodern thought is broadly characterized by the tendencies of moral relativism, pluralism, 

subjectivism, and irreverence.2  

 

SOLA SCRIPTURA 

 

The Reformation principle of Sola Scriptura has to do with the sufficiency of Scripture as our 

supreme authority in all spiritual matters. Sola Scriptura simply means that all truth necessary for our 

salvation and spiritual life is taught either explicitly or implicitly in Scripture.  

 

Sola Scriptura doesn’t mean that the Bible says everything about everything. Rather, it means that 

everything necessary, everything binding on our consciences, and everything God requires of us is 

given to us in Scripture. Peter tells us, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to 

life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us to his own glory and excellence” 2 

Peter 1:3.It’s important to note that there are many subjects on which Scripture is silent. Sola 

Scriptura makes no claim to the contrary. Nor does Sola Scriptura claim that everything Jesus or the 

apostles ever taught is preserved in Scripture. As a matter of fact, John closes his gospel account 

                                                
1 Matthew Barrett, God’s Word Alone: The Authority of Scripture (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing, 2016), 78-
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism 



saying, “There are also many other things that Jesus did [and said]. Were every one of them to be 

written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written” John 21:25. 

 

Sola Scriptura was regarded as the “formal cause” of the Reformation (whereas Sola Fide, or “faith 

alone,” was regarded as the “material cause”). The sentiments of this doctrine are embodied in 

Martin Luther’s famous speech at the Diet of Worms (1521) after he was asked to recant 

his teachings: 

 
Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust 

either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and 

contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 

captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right 

to go against conscience…. May God help me. Amen. 

 

 

I. GOD’S WORD IS INSPIRED AND SPEAKS WITH AUTHORITY.  

 

Paul writes, “All Scripture is breathed out by God…” The Greek word qeo/pneustoß literally means, 

God breathed.   

 

Did God use human authors to write and collate His Word? Absolutely. But those human authors 

were under the superintendence of the Holy Spirit. Peter tells us, “And we have the prophetic word 

more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no 

prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit” 2 Peter 1:19-21. 

 

On the one hand, God’s superintendence of Scripture did not compromise the humanness of the 

authors. In other words, God did not override the individual personalities, experiences, thought 

processes, and vocabulary of the human authors. On the other hand, the process of inspiration 

included God’s work of safeguarding the human writers so that they did not err when they were 

writing his Word - word after word, sentence after sentence.3    

 

The Bible is not a collection of the wisdom and insights of men, even of godly men. It is God’s 

truth, His own Word in His own words. The psalmist declared, “Forever, O Lord, your word is 

firmly fixed in the heavens” Psalm 119:89. The Scriptures possess final authority. They are the final 

court of appeal on all doctrinal and moral matters. However good they may be in giving guidance, 

all the fathers, Popes, and Councils are fallible. Only the Bible is infallible. Jesus and the apostles 

                                                
3 John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishers, 2017), 108. 



believed this “It is written…” 90x in the New Testament. Jesus used this phrase 3x when He was 

tempted by Satan (cf. Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). 

 

A. W. Pink notes, “We discover a striking proof of the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures. In the 

Bible, human nature is painted in its true colors: the characters of its heroes are faithfully depicted, 

the sins of its most prominent personages are frankly recorded. It is human to err, but it is also 

human to conceal the blemishes of those we admire. Had the Bible been a human production, had 

it been written by uninspired historians, the defects of its leading characters would have been 

ignored, or if recorded at all, an attempt at extenuation would have been made.”4 The Bible is 

different than any other book. It’s living and active (cf. Hebrews 4:12).   

 

 

II. GOD’S WORD IS INERRANT AND SPEAKS TRUTHFULLY.  

 

The doctrine of biblical inerrancy is an extremely important one because the truth does matter. 

This issue reflects on the character of God and is foundational to our understanding of everything 

the Bible teaches.  

 

The Bible itself claims to be perfect. “And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver refined in 

a furnace of clay, purified seven times” (Psalm 12:6). “The law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalm 19:7). 

“Every word of God is pure” (Proverbs 30:5 KJV). These claims of purity and perfection are 

absolute statements. Note that it doesn’t say God’s Word is “mostly” pure or Scripture is “nearly” 

perfect. The Bible argues for complete perfection, leaving no room for “partial perfection” theories. 

 

We believe that the God who created the universe is capable of writing a book. And the God who 

is perfect is capable of writing a perfect book. The issue is not simply, “does the Bible have a 

mistake?” but “Can God make a mistake?” If the Bible contains factual errors, then God is not 

omniscient and is capable of making errors Himself. If the Bible contains misinformation, then 

God is not truthful but is instead a liar. If the Bible contains contradictions, then God is the author 

of confusion. In other words, if biblical inerrancy is not true, then God is not God. If God’s Word 

is not true in its entirety, we would be left to question whether God’s Word is true in its parts.  

 

 

III. GOD’S WORD IS CLEAR AND SPEAKS TO BE HEARD.  

 

The doctrine of the perspicuity of Scripture was a main tenant of the Reformers. Luther taught 

against the Roman Catholic claim that the Bible is too obscure and difficult for the common 

people to understand. The Bible, the priests taught, was unclear, and the people should not be 

trusted to interpret or even read it for themselves. On the contrary, the Reformers encouraged lay 

                                                
4 A. W. Pink, Gleanings from Genesis (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1950), 121. 



Christians to study and interpret God’s Word on their own. The Reformers believed the Bible 

proclaimed itself to be inherently clear and that God is able to communicate His message to all 

men. Because of their belief in the perspicuity of Scripture, men like John Wycliffe, William 

Tyndale, Martin Luther and scores of others went to great lengths to translate the Bible into the 

language that was accessible by the common man and woman.  

 

The Bible itself proclaims its own clarity. Deuteronomy 6:6-7 exhorts parents to teach the 

Scriptures to their children, indicating that they can be understood by children. The New 

Testament confirms this when the apostle Paul encourages Timothy to continue in the things he 

has known of the Holy Scriptures from childhood (2 Timothy 3:14–15a). Psalm 19:7 declares that 

the “testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (ESV). Surely, the simple cannot be 

made wise by something they are unable to understand.  

 

The perspicuity (clarity) of Scripture does not mean that everything in the Bible is perfectly clear, 

but the essential teachings are clear. Popularly put, in the Bible the main things are the plain 

things, and the plain things are the main things. This is not to say that all parts of Scripture are 

equally easy to interpret and understand, but the essential content and message are clear and 

lucid.  

 

GOD’S WORD INTERPRETS ITSELF  

 

God is His own interpreter. Scripture interprets Scripture. This is known as the “analogy of faith” 

principle. When we have difficulty understanding an unclear text of Scripture, we turn to other 

biblical texts. For, the Bible is the best interpreter of the Bible. In the Scriptures, clear texts should 

be used to interpret the unclear ones. 

 

IV. GOD’S WORD IS SUFFICIENT AND IS ENOUGH.  

 

The word “profitable” is the Greek word (wjfe÷limoß - ophelimos). It has the idea of helpful, 

serviceable, or advantageous. Colossians 2 deals with the dangers a church faces when the 

sufficiency of Scripture is challenged and merged with non-biblical writings, full of ungodly 

theology and concepts. Paul warned the church at Colossae, “See to it that no one takes you 

captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 

elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ” Colossians 2:8. Jude says it even more 

specifically when he writes, “Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our 

common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was 

once for all delivered to the saints” Jude 1:3. Notice the phrase “once and for all.” The Bible is all 

that is necessary for the believer to understand the character of God, the nature of man, and the 

doctrines of sin, heaven, hell, and salvation through Jesus Christ.  

 



Perhaps the strongest verses on the issue of the sufficiency of the Bible come from Psalm 19:7-11. 

The Psalmist writes, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is 

sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 

commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 

forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than 

gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, 

by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”  

 

The sufficiency of Scripture is under attack today, and, sadly, that attack comes far too often in 

our own churches. We use worldly methods of drawing crowds, entertainment, extra-biblical 

revelations, mysticism, and some forms of psychological counseling all declare that the Bible and 

its precepts are not adequate for the Christian life. But Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I 

know them, and they follow me” John 10:27. His voice is all we need to hear and the Scriptures 

are His voice, completely and utterly sufficient. 

 

 

A. Sufficient for teaching. 

 

B. Sufficient for reproof. 

 

C. Sufficient for correction.  

 

D. Sufficient for training in righteousness.  

 

E. Sufficient for sanctification. 

 

F. Sufficient for guidance 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Dr. Michael Kruger says, “In order to lead the church back to Sola Scriptura, we must realize that we 

cannot do so only by teaching about the doctrine itself (although we must do this). Instead, the 

primary way we lead the church back is by actually preaching the Scriptures. Only the Word of God 

has the power to transform and reform our churches. So, we should not only talk about Sola 

Scriptura, but we should also demonstrate it. And when we do, we must preach all of God’s Word—

not picking and choosing the parts we prefer or think our congregations want to hear. We must 

preach only the Word (Sola Scriptura), and we must preach all the Word (Tota Scriptura). The two go 

hand in hand. When they are joined together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we can have hope for a 

new reformation.”5 

                                                
5 Dr. Michael Kruger, Tabletalk magazine: Understanding Sola Scriptura, November 1, 2012. 



 

CLOSING BENEDICTION 

 

As we bring our corporate worship to a close this morning, hear this benediction from the writer of 

Hebrews, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 

the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions 

of the heart” Hebrews 4:12. And all God’s people said, “Amen!” Go in peace! 

 


