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Jesus performed many other Jesus performed many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples signs in the presence of his disciples 

that are not written in this book.that are not written in this book.
But these are written so that But these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is you may believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.may have life in his name.

- - John 20:30-31 (CSB)John 20:30-31 (CSB)
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 Last Sunday, we had the opportunity to celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord in a way that none of us has ever done before. The sanctuary was almost empty 
as only essential staff led us in worship, but our hearts were full of hope because of 
the resurrection. We are thankful we were able to celebrate with you by means of 
technology.
 This Sunday is the time normally set aside for our quarterly business 
meeting. However, since we are unable to meet, I want to share with you my report 
that I would normally present to you. When we met last month on March 8, I don’t 
think any of us envisioned that we would only meet in person for one more Sunday 
morning worship service before the need arose to discontinue worship services and 
all other activities until further notice. To say that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
impacted our daily and weekly routines in a number of ways is an understatement. 
We pray that very soon this virus will begin to weaken so that we will be able to 
return to some sense of normalcy. In the midst of all that is happening around us, I 
want to share some points of praise regarding our church. I am thankful for …
• • Our church staff, musicians, and audio-visual team members who have enabled 

us to continue offering broadcasts of our Sunday Morning worship services.
• • Sunday School teachers and class leaders maintaining contact with their 

members.
• • D Groups that are continuing to meet or communicate using technology. 
• • Ken Schultz for sharing our Wednesday evening series during the month of 

April.
• • Our church staff who have been faithful in providing The Daily Word video 

devotionals each day.
• • Our church staff and volunteers who have conducted two rounds of phone 

calls to our senior adults identifying needs and offering prayer. 
• • Our deacons contacting their deacon families to check on them.
• • The faithful stewardship of our church. The Lord has graciously provided for 

our needs through you!
• • The many, many other reasons I have to praise the Lord today.
     As we move forward into the coming weeks, please join me in the following points 
of prayer. Pray for …
• • One another as we all minister to the members of our church in the best way 

we know how.
• • Our church staff as we seek additional ways to stay connected with our church 

family during these days.
• • Wisdom as we look forward to the day when we will be able to gather again 

for worship. When that will be and what that will look like will be determined 
as we seek the Lord and carefully consider the recommendations of our elected 
officials, state convention leaders and medical professionals.

• • The many concerns we have published in our 10-point prayer guide in the 
newsletter.

       As a reminder, we will not have any in-person worship services or activities 
through at least April 30. We will continue to broadcast Sunday morning worship 
services at 10:15 a.m., as well as other special messages from time to time, via our 
Facebook page. As always, we will continue to communicate information to you 
through our Facebook page, our website and our weekly newsletter.
 I am looking forward to sharing with you the final message in our Gospel 
of John series this Sunday. As we focus on John 21:1-25, we will consider, “The Power 
of Forgiveness.”  I hope you will join us.
     
      In Christ,
      Bro. Trent



Summer 2020 Update for 
Students and Children

Student and Children Camps
 The effect of changes in schedules 
are being felt by all of us. Lifeway informed 
us last week that Student and Children’s 
Camps scheduled in June have been 
canceled. We were registered for both 
Centri-Kid and Centrifuge during the 
month of June. The decision has also been 
made to cancel Camp 1031 for our K-2nd 
graders in July. We are saddened and 
disappointed that we will not be headed to 
camp this summer, but we are looking to 
God to lead us and provide ways to make 
this a most memorable summer for our 
students and children.
 We would like to offer families 
two options concerning camp deposits 
and payments. First, you may choose to 
have the money already paid applied to the 
camp balance for Summer 2021. Secondly, 
you may request a full refund by June 1 for 
the amount you have paid toward camp.  
Please let us know which option best meets 
the needs of your family. You may contact 
Garrett for Centrifuge Student Camp 
inquiries and Ms. Angela for inquiries 
concerning Centri-Kid and Camp 1031.

Vacation Bible School 
 VBS 2020 for FBC Paris is 
going to look different this year due 
to the uncertainty of social distancing 
requirements. First, we are postponing the 
week-long VBS scheduled for June 1-5. 
Second, there will be a format restructure 
for the event.
 Our desire is to have VBS, but to 
do it differently and later in the summer. We 
are still trying to wrap our minds around 
how that might look, but most importantly, 
we are seeking God’s guidance as to how He 
wants us to best minister to the children of 
our community. Please join us in prayer: 
begin praying about your part in Vacation 
Bible School. There will be more needs 
and opportunities as plans become clear 
to us. Pray for your church staff. We will 
be communicating plans with you as they 
become available. We want to honor God 
and join Him in what He has planned. And, 
we believe, He has great big plans. 
 Isn’t it something! This 
summer’s VBS motto is JESUS! OUR 
STRONG FOUNDATION! No matter 
the circumstance, the cancellation, or the 
change in plans, we can trust in our firm 
foundation and His love for us.

Quarterly Update from the Executive Pastor   
 Financial Report: Praise and glory to God for the faithfulness of the FBC 
members.  Even during these difficult times when we have been unable to gather 
corporately, God’s people have continued to give generously and ensure their 
tithes and offerings were received. During the month March 2020, our receipts 
exceeded that of March 2019 by 5.8 percent in a period over period comparison. 
During the first quarter of 2020, our receipts exceeded that of 2019 by 10 percent 
in a period over period comparison. We ended the first quarter with expenses 
exceeding our receipts by $637.19.
 During the month of March, we launched the new FBC webpage (www.
fbcparis.org) and included an on-line giving link provided through Lifeway. I 
pray that you have had an opportunity to review the webpage and associated on-
line giving page, as well. Presently, we have seen over $3,000 given via on-line 
donations.
 Project Update: We continue to make progress on the renovations; 
however, like many others, the COVID-19 restrictions have slowed the 
contractor’s pace of progress. Listed below are the estimated progress report(s) for 
each section:
• • The new office areas are 90 percent complete, with flooring work to begin 

tentatively this week. Office furniture is onsite. Telephone and Internet 
connections are to be installed in the coming days.

• • The new Library/Hospitality rooms are in the final phase of renovations, 
with only minor details remaining. Our hope is to begin relocating materials 
to the library by next week.

• • 1st Floor – Nursery/Children’s Area: The new LED light fixtures for the 
hallways are complete. The door framing for the new security door is installed.

• • 2nd Floor – Children’s Area: LED lights are on schedule to be installed this 
week. The new flooring installation is complete. Painting is complete with 
exception to final touch-ups.

• • Electronic Access Control System: All system components have been 
shipped, with the sub-contractor being scheduled to begin pulling wiring this 
week. Full implementation will be coordinated with the new door installation

• • New Doors: We are awaiting delivery of final hardware. Installation is 
scheduled to begin immediately upon receipt of materials (April 15).

• • Security Cameras & Intercom System: This work will be coordinated with 
the installation of the Electronic Access Control System. The installation of 
new wiring for cameras & speakers may begin as early as this week.

 Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions regarding 
this report.  

       In Christ,
       Bro. Todd

 The purpose of this special series is to encourage you in this especially stressful 
and worrisome season. We will meet via Facebook Live on Wednesday evenings in April at 
6 p.m. Our Associate Pastor for Biblical Counseling, Dr. Ken Schultz, will share a message 
from Scripture each week and will provide a special Q and A time to follow. After the 
message, you can post your questions to the Facebook Live feed, and Pastor Ken will 
respond on the live feed. We hope you will join us to see how God can encourage you this 
month! 
 Week #2 (4/15/20): Experiencing Calm in the Midst of Chaos - Luke 8:22-25
 Week #3 (4/22/20): Learning to Lean on God - Psalm 131  
 Week #4 (4/29/20): Finding True Relief - Matthew 11:28-30

Wednesday Facebook Live SeriesWednesday Facebook Live Series
“A Peace that Surpasses All: Thriving in the Midst of Crisis”“A Peace that Surpasses All: Thriving in the Midst of Crisis”
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Sunday, April 19
The Power of Forgiveness

John 21:1-25

GIFTS RECEIVED: 
Joe & Monika Parker in memory of 
Charleene Parker; Juanita Sparks in 
memory of Dorothy Johnson; Martha 
McFadden in memory of Ena Watkins.

Week 17 (Week of April 19)
 OT & NT Plan     NT Plan
Day 1 2 Samuel 1; 2:1-7   2 Cor.  3
Day 2 2 Samuel 3:1; 5; Psalm 23 2 Cor.  4
Day 3 2 Samuel 6-7      2 Cor.   5
Day 4 Psalm 18; 2 Samuel 9      2 Cor.   6
Day 5 2 Samuel 11-12      2 Cor.   7

Foundations Bible Reading Plan
Week 16 (Week of April 12)

 OT & NT Plan     NT Plan
Day 1 I Samuel 17-18      1 Cor.  14
Day 2 I Samuel 19-20      1 Cor.  15
Day 3 I Samuel 21-22      1 Cor.  16
Day 4 Psalm 22;  I Sam. 24-25:1 2 Cor.   1
Day 5 I Samuel 28;31      2 Cor.   2

FINANCIAL REPORT
Week Ending April 10

Budget Required ...... $26,411.75
Budget Received ...... $30,491.36
Other Designated ....... $2,690.00
Total ......................... $33,181.36

Annie Armstrong Update

You can give your tithes and offerings 
either by mail or by bringing them 
to the church office between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
The office is closed during lunch.

On-line giving is now available  
through our website (www.fbcparis.
org). Click on the “GIVING” link 
located in the top right-hand corner 
of the page and follow the directions 
posted.

This Week’s Message
Goal: $12,000 / Received: $7,254

Deacon Nomination List
 During the month of April, the church office will begin preparing 
the deacon nomination list for the upcoming 2019-20 deacon selection 
process. The list will include the names of all men 25 years of age or 
older who have been resident members of our church for at least one 
year prior to June 1. Any man who does not wish for his name to appear 
on the nomination list may request that his name be removed from the 
nomination list prior to its publication by contacting the church office. 
The last day to request a name be removed from the nomination list is 
Wednesday, April 29.

This Week At First BaptistThis Week At First Baptist
SUNDAY, April 19
10:15 Morning Worship on
 Facebook Live
 (No in-person worship)
 *No Other Activities
WEDNESDAY, April 22
  6:00 Facebook Live series
 with Pastor Ken
 (No in-person worship) 
SUNDAY, April 26
10:15 Morning Worship on
 Facebook Live
 (No in-person worship)
 *No Other Activities
WEDNESDAY, April 29
   6:00 Facebook Live series
 with Pastor Ken
 (No in-person worship)


