
 
Why We Exist As A Church 

Week #1 

 
Nazarene Essentials  

As Nazarenes we believe that God calls Christians to a life of holy living that is 
marked by an act of God, cleansing the heart from original sin and filling the 

individual with love for God and humankind. 
 
We Are Here To…. 

✔Encounter God  

✔Exist for Others 

✔Empower People  

✔Enjoy Abundant Living  
 
 
The Importance Of Encountering God 

1. We need HIS POWER not OUR OWN 
I Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

2. We need HIS PRESENCE not just our PRACTICES 
Psalms 16:11 
 

3. We need HIS PURPOSES not our WANTS 
Jeremiah 29:11-13 
 

 

How To Encounter God 
• DESPERATION  

Matthew 5:6 
 

• HUMILITY 
Philippians 2:1-3 
 

• REPENTANCE 
Psalms 51:2-4 
 

• OBEDIENCE 
Psalms 1:1-3 

 
To accomplish this we must make a meaningful worship 

experience a PRIORITY 
 
 



 
 

Next Steps 

Deeper Study  
Read Psalms 5. What does the Psalmist teach us about encountering God?  

Discipleship Discussion Guide  

☐ Look through the sermon notes and your personal notes from the message, was there anything 

you heard for the first time or that caught your attention, confused you, or challenged you?  

☐ When has been a time in your life that you feel as though you encountered God in a life changing 

way? What happened? What changed in you? 

☐ Why is encountering God so vital to us as a Church community? How can we make encountering 

God a bigger priority in a Covid world?  

The Purpose of Small Group  

1. RELATIONSHIP 2. RELATIONSHIP 3. RELATIONSHIP 4. SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

SHARE: Each week take time to share things that are happening in life. Spend the first few meeting 

getting to know each other and your story.  

SUPPORT: Each week take time to take care of one another in the group. Pray for one another, 

encourage those whom are discouraged, listen, challenge one another, meet needs that are 

expressed. (John 15:9-13)  

STUDY: Spend time each week in God’s word discussing the previous week’s sermon or 

appropriate topic that is dealing with deeper needs within the group.  

SERVE: As you grow together as a group find opportunities for you as a group to serve together 

whether within the church or the community.  

 


