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What is Church? 
 
 
The Gathering of the Early Church  
Acts 2:37-47 
 

‘this Jesus whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ’ 
They focused on the ________________ 
 

‘Repent and be baptized’ 
There was a call for ________________ 

 
‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teachings’ 

They submitted to ___________  ________________ and leadership 
 

‘and to the fellowship’ 
They were committed to ________  ____________ and _______  ______________ 

 
‘breaking of bread and prayer’ 
 They were _______________ 
 
‘Everyone was filled with awe’ 

They experienced _______________ _______________ 
 

‘Selling their possessions and goods’ 
They were _______________ _______________ 
 

‘the Lord added to their number daily’ 
Others were ____________ ______ ____________ _______________ 
 

 
 
 
 

The first step toward community is _______________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Next Steps 

Digging Deeper 
Read Acts 2:37-47. According to Acts 2, what characteristics do you see in the early gathering 

of believers?  

Read 2 Corinthians 7:10, Acts 3:19. How would you define repentance? Why is repentance the 

first step of being a part of the community of the church? Why is repentance so difficult?  

Discipleship Discussion Guide  

☐ Look through the sermon notes and your personal notes from the message, was there 

anything you heard for the first time or that caught your attention, confused you, or challenged 

you?  

☐ How would you define “church”? What are the first images that come to mind when you think 

of church? Are they all positive? How do you think your non-believing friends would define 

‘church”?   

☐ Reading Acts 2:37-47. List all of the characteristics you see in the early gathering of 

believers. Which characteristics of the early gather excite you the most? Which one challenges 

you the most? Why? 

☐ How can our group better practice hospitality, community, generosity, and submission to 

authority? How can we do it today? 
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