
 

 

Gay and Lesbian Worshipers 

  

 The most recent social barrier for the church to confront evolved more quietly late in the 

20th century during Rev. Bush’s pastorate. “The church was willing to reach out through me on 

racial issues,” recalls Rev. Bush.1 “We were perhaps quiet, but we were supportive of LGBT 

(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) issues, as well. My goal was always to provide a safe 

place for people to raise questions and hopefully act on their faith in ways that welcomed all 

people.”  

 

 LGBT was discussed more quietly than slavery and gender equality had been. “It was a 

little bit of ‘Don’t ask, don’t tell,’” says Rev. Bush. “Its foundation was that it is important to be 

tolerant and gracious in all we do. It was never a formal conversation.” He led the church to join 

the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, which works for full inclusion in the church, regardless 

of sexual orientation. 

 

 Pastor Ben says this was not an easy stand for many in the church, “My sense is that was 

a difficult conversation for some. At the end of it all, there was a ‘yes.’ Perhaps in part because 

of that, I have found this church to be very open and welcoming.”2 

 

 He reflects on the common meanings of the words conservative and liberal. “They are 

limiting words. There is such a difference between conservative politics and conservative 

theology and conservative finance. We still have people in this church who call themselves 

conservative, but are very open on LGBT. To say (they are) conservative sounds pejorative. I 

prefer to couch it in terms of the positive. This church is an open, accepting and welcoming 

place.”  

 

 Kathi Wilson, a member of First Presbyterian Church says, “Life is much grander than 

saying ‘I go to church as a gay person and that my church supports my lifestyle.’ I don't have a 

‘lifestyle.’ I have a life based on Spirituality and Love. Equity is lived, not talked about or show 

cased."3  

 

 Non-traditional marriage is an issue Rev. Bush faces even today. He is a board member 

of the Covenant Network. Writing for the network's newsletter, The Covenant Connection, in 

June, 2014 he notes, “We exist in an “in-between place” regarding the institution and 

consecration of marriage in America today…My prayer is that our General Assembly and 

national courts will soon make this entire process less divided, cumbersome and unjust, by 

approving marriage equality for all.”  

 

 At the 175th anniversary service on February 16, 2014 Pastor Ben Johnston-Krase 

recounted Jesus’ short sermon in Galilee, “Today the scripture has been fulfilled.” Putting Jesus’ 

sermon in context, he gave examples of how Jesus’ lesson is achieved, “Moments of grace and 

hope during our long life together, moments when we welcomed the stranger, shared food with 

 
1 Interview with the author, January 23, 2014. 
2 Interview with the author, February 12, 2014. 
3 Interview with the author April 21, 2014 and email to the author April 28, 2014. 



 

 

the hungry, tutored children in the neighborhood school, built houses, planted gardens, shared 

hope…'Today the scripture has been fulfilled.’”  

 

 Molly Hall ponders First Presbyterian’s long commitment to equity and, looking to the 

future, muses, “It’s interesting how looking at our history as a church pushes us to consider what 

we want to become. When we look back ten years from now on what we are doing now on issues 

of race and LGBT inclusiveness, we will think that we could have done more.”4 

 

 The definition of “equity” has changed in unimaginable ways since Sylvester B. Peck and 

his fellow abolitionists opposed slavery 150 years ago, but the ideal is no different: a church that 

welcomes and embraces all people, whether or not they worship at First Presbyterian.  
 

 

 
4 Email to the author, May 8, 2014. 


