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We are a church centered on God’s 

salvation, which embodies liberation 

from all that dehumanizes and 

wholeness which is being the people 

God calls us to be. 

 

These are words from our vision for 

ministry here at First Presbyterian 

Church of Racine. They are actually 

words that attracted me to this 

congregation. This month we will 

center ourselves in God’s salvation 

as liberation and wholeness through 

mediations on four of the patterns in 

Ozella’s quilt code (these are the 

quilt patterns on display in our dining 

room). Quilts with patterns from the 

code will be placed in different businesses 

downtown and our church will be one of the 

stops along the route. In worship, we will use 

the meaning of select code patterns to 

remember our history as a church dedicated 

to liberation and our call to seek justice, 

liberation and wholeness for all. We are 

working on some dates for tours of the 

Underground Railroad site in our building and 

planning other opportunities to highlight our 

history and consider what the future holds. 

My hope is that you will be able join us for 

worship in person or online. This will be a 

good season to invite others to share in this 

experience and get to know who we are, the 

history that shapes us, and who we hope to 

be in answer to God’s call.  



And the second is 
like unto it, Thou 

shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 

 
– Romans 8:30 
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Bellringers and 

Wannabees… 
 

Rehearsals are on 

Sundays at 11:00AM.  We 

welcome new members, 

so please come by to 

give us a try.  Middle-

schoolers on up are 

welcome! 

Liturgists 

 

Oct. 3rd 

Royce Earnest 

Oct. 10th 

Deb Yale 

Oct. 17th 

Victoria 

Vollman 

Oct, 24th 

John Brooke 

Oct. 31st 

Curt Vollman 



A brief summary of finances:   

 August Actual Income $15,019 

 August Actual Expenses $31,652 ($16,632) 

 YTD Income  $214,181 

 YTD Expenses $235,037 ($20,856) 

 

 Pastor Darren said the Stewardship Campaign will begin on October 31 and run four 

weeks. The theme will center on the tree of life. Over the four weeks we will look at 

the roots/and seeds of our faith, growing in our walk with God, bearing fruit through 

hospitality and fellowship, and feeding others through our mission and ministry. 

 Mission Initiative presented a request from Olympia Brown Unitarian Universalist 

Church to use our building to have a fundraising concert to secure resources to host 

a family seeking asylum. Session approved their use of the building free of charge 

based on availability and the following of CDC guidelines. 

 Mission will have an apple sale fundraiser on October 17th. 

 Building & Grounds had a request from a member to allow a friend to use our 

building for a piano recital. Overall, we approve, but Royce will get more 

information. 

 Pastor Darren spoke for Personnel about church secretary situation. We recognize 

that Shelley’s reduction in hours will create some voids that we may not recognize 

right away due all of the intangible things she brings to the position. Pastor Darren 

especially mentioned her role in providing pastoral care to folks who call in to the 

church. For the major administrative stuff that we know we need to cover Theresa 

will add Wednesday to her current Monday and Thursday mornings. Theresa has 

been assisting with some administrative stuff around the office and will pick up 

additional duties. While we consider future staffing needs, we will monitor the 

situation for a few months to see what is missing or not getting done and will address 

it. We have good volunteers doing the mailing & stamping, etc. However, the 

church secretary is the first line in pastoral care and we’ll be missing that. Gratitude 

was also expressed by session members that Shelley will be staying on to help with 

digital communications noting her considerable talent. 

 Christian Formation is planning a fall event for youth on October 30. It may be a 

pumpkin farm with a corn maze or geocaching at Petrifying Springs.  
 

Submitted by Deb Yale, Clerk of Session 



 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 

TO DR. WILLIAM LITTLE! 
 

 

On October 19, 2021, Dr. William (Bill) Little will turn 100 years old! Dr. Little is 

not only the oldest member of our church but, also the longest-term member. 

 

The Music & Art Initiative is planning special music in his honor on Sunday,  

October 17th. The service will include a church sonata by Mozart and a Bach 

chorale.  Barb & Royce Earnest are planning a celebratory reception for him 

in Ihrman Hall after the service.  Please extend your congratulations to  

Dr. Little on his milestone birthday. 

 

Prior to Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough’s retirement, he conducted a recorded  

interview with Dr. Little. That interview, where Dr. Little reminisces about his life 

in our church, can be viewed by clicking here. 

Ihrman Hall— 

Notice the partitions 

along the sides of 

the room.   Dr. Little 

remembers Sunday 

School classes  

meeting as a group 

in the center and 

then breaking out 

into their individual  

classes. 

https://youtu.be/Nnm27PYlmWA


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.nps.gov/orgs/1205/index.htm
https://americasnationalparks.org/passport-to-your-national-parks/


"And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to 
love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging 
one another...." 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

Autumn is here and it feels good to be 

worshipping in our church together once 

again! 

 

The Building Community Initiative is getting 

the new season going by once again 

offering the After Worship Fellowship time, 

which for a long time has been called Perk 

‘n Pour at First Presbyterian Church.  We 

have  a team of volunteers from our church 

members who handle the preparation and clean-

up of coffee and other beverages that are served 

in Ihrman Hall every Sunday after worship.  This 

group, which I refer to as the Friendly Fellowship 

Team, currently  includes the following members, 

many of whom have been helping with this for quite 

a while: 

 

Dave & Ginny Holle, Sharon Campbell, Dennis & 

Nancy Reeser, Peg Wagner,  Jerry & Nancy 

Ritter, Deb Yale, Todd, Jen & Sarah Seversen, 

Ken Schacht, John & Linnea Brooke, Bev Eifert, 

and Royce & Barbara Earnest. 

 

Thanks to all these wonderful church family 

members for their willingness to offer this Friendly 

Fellowship Time again this year, which started on 

Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, and is now one of the 

functions handled by the Building Community 

Initiative.  

 

You are all invited to join us following the service 

every Sunday for our Coffee Fellowship time in 

Ihrman Hall!   It is a wonderful way to spend time 

with each other in the Lord’s House! 

 

Following is the schedule, 

through November 2021, for 

the Friendly Fellowship Team: 

 

Oct. 3rd—Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

and Deb Yale 

Oct. 10th—Todd & Jen 

Seversen and Ken Schacht 

Oct. 17th—John & Linnea 

Brooke and Bev Eifert 

Oct, 24th—Dave & Ginny 

Holle and Sharon Campbell 

Oct. 31st—Dennis & Nancy 

Reeser and Peg Wagner 

Nov. 7th—Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

and Deb Yale 

Nov. 14th—Todd & Jen 

Seversen and Ken Schacht 

Nov. 21st—John & Linnea 

Brooke and Bev Eifert 

Nov. 28th—Dave & Ginny 

Holle and Sharon Campbell 



NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

World Communion Sunday is October 3. On this date we celebrate our oneness 

in Christ with our brothers and sisters around the world. It's a reminder that each 

congregation is interconnected one with another, throughout the world.  

 

Originally called World Wide Communion Sunday, the first celebration took 

place at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933. The concept 

spread slowly at the start, but took hold during WWII, and symbolized the effort 

to hold things together, in a spiritual sense. It emphasized that we are one in the 

Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Churches in other denominations were  

invited to celebrate with Presbyterians from the beginning, but it wasn’t until 

1940 that other churches around the world joined in and the practice became 

widespread.* 

 

We have a special service planned for All Saints Day on Sunday, November 7. 

On All Saints Day, as we remember those who have gone on before us, we are 

mindful of the life promised to all of us in Jesus Christ. If you have lost a loved 

one since November 1, 2020, please contact the church office so the name will 

be included in our bulletin.  There will be a time during the service when you are 

invited to come forward to light a candle. 

 
* Information from the Presbyterian Mission Agency  

Grab Your Guitars!! 

Are you a strummer? Or did you once do a little     

finger picking? Do you own a guitar strap, a guitar 

pick or more importantly a guitar?  The Music &      

Art Initiative wants you! We are putting together       

a Guitar Gang to play This Little Light of Mine along 

with Mark Paffrath during the October 24 Service.  

Whether you played in the past or currently do, you are welcome to join us. This is a 

three chord gig: G, C, and D. That's it! Come to one  rehearsal on October 10 at 

8:30am; then play along in the service on October 24.    The group already numbers 

six. Can't wait to get started? Contact Pat Badger—pbadger@prairieschool.com or 

262-497-2957 to indicate your interest and get further details. Chord sheet provided. 

mailto:pbadger@prairieschool.com


Roasted Vegetables 
 

Ingredients: 

 2 pounds butternut squash, peeled, seeded, 

and cut into 1½ inch pieces 

 2 pounds red new potatoes (12 to 14), well 

scrubbed and quartered 

 1 pound medium red onions (about 2 to 3), 

peeled and quartered 

 1 pound small beets, well scrubbed and 

quartered 

 ½ pound each—carrots and parsnips, halved 

lengthwise, if thick, and cut into 1½ inch 

lengths 

 4 to 6 garlic cloves, peeled and smashed 

 3 tablespoons olive oil 

 Coarse salt and ground pepper 

 

Directions: 

 Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Divide 

vegetables and garlic between two rimmed 

baking sheets (or line with parchment paper, 

if desired, for easy cleanup); dividing evenly, 

toss with oil, coarse salt, and cracked pepper 

(to your taste) 

 Roast until vegetables are tender and 

beginning to brown, 40 to 50 minutes, tossing 

them and rotating sheets from top to bottom 

halfway through. Serve hot or at room 

temperature.  

 

Cook’s note:  Use shallow pans (such as baking 

sheets) and don't overcrowd vegetables. This 

allows vegetables to brown rather than steam. 

 

Also, for an added flavor burst, drizzle with 

balsamic vinegar, just before serving. 

A note from Tina... 
 

Tina, our sexton, wanted 

to share the recycling 

flyer for Racine.  

However, the graphics 

were a bit grainy. 

 

Please visit City of Racine 

Public Works to see what 

you should and should 

not be recycling—click 

here. 

 

And thank you for doing 

your part to keep our 

world litter-free! 

https://www.cityofracine.org/Departments/Public-Works/Solid-Waste/Recycling/Recycling---Content/


https://ricracine.org/events


We will resume rehearsals on October 12th.  We welcome new singers to contact 

our audition coordinator Marie Sorensen at 262-639-2694. 

 
The Choral Arts Society of Southeastern Wisconsin (CAS) will premiere the video RETRO

-Lamentation and Celebration, featuring music from Glenn Burleigh’s work of the 

same name recorded previously by CAS. This video will premiere on the CAS YouTube 

channel on Friday, October 29th at 7:00PM. A video-conference “afterglow” will follow. 

The presentation will be offered free of charge, but donations would be appreciated. 

Lamentation and Celebration for chorus, brass choir, organ, piano and percussion 

was a tribute to the victims and survivors of the 1995 Oklahoma City Bombing at its 

World Premiere in April, 1996. Burleigh rededicated the work to include the tragedy   

of September 11, 2001.  CAS first performed this work as a tribute to the victims and 

survivors of 9/11. It is timely as we reflect on the 20th anniversary of this tragedy. 

Glenn Edward Burleigh (1949-2007) and CAS enjoyed a very special relationship.   

Their association began in 1990, when Mr. Burleigh came to Wisconsin for the first per-

formance of Alpha Mass with full orchestration. He became friends with CAS Artistic 

Director James Schatzman, and as a result, made many Southeastern Wisconsin   

connections. By the time of his untimely, sudden death at the age of 58, Mr. Burleigh 

had become widely recognized and respected as a composer of sacred music.      

His upbringing in the black gospel tradition combined with his classical training as a 

pianist and composer laid the foundation for his distinctive musical voice. His personal 

faith and caring for others shine through his compositions.  

www.okjazz.org/index.cfm?id=105 

The Choral Arts Society and St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church Choir are planning a 

collaborative performance to take place in spring of 2022 featuring music by Glenn 

Burleigh. The groups will perform other inspirational works, both jointly and separately, 

as well. 

The Choral Arts Society is a volunteer, auditioned community chorus established in 

1987. Despite the pandemic, CAS is committed to furthering its mission. In 2020-2021 

CAS will create opportunities to connect with its audience and bring the beauty of 

the arts into homes. Please visit www.choralartsonline.org.  

This season was supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds 

from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. Funding for this 

season has been allocated from the Vonnie Jones and Maglona Jones Fund, and the 

Unrestricted Fund within the Racine Community Foundation.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWJLYGGX-8LrL4hWd1ewbUw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWJLYGGX-8LrL4hWd1ewbUw
http://www.okjazz.org/index.cfm?id=105
http://www.choralartsonline.org


Quilts on Barns Road Rally Fall FUN! 

The Racine Arts Council and Real Racine are hosting our 2nd 

“Quilts on Barns Road Rally”, October 9th utilizing our driving 

tour map of 28 quilted barns. What better way to celebrate 

our beautiful county than to travel throughout rural and 

urban areas looking for quilted barns, driving down rustic 

roads, eating a caramel apple, and enjoying the fall color! 

Quilts on Barns, the Beauty of Rural Art, was started in 2008 by quilt enthusiast Kathi Wilson 

when she saw quilt barn patterns in Grundy County Iowa.  As she took a barn tour with her 

mother in 2006, Wilson asked, “Why don’t we have something like this in Racine County!”  

That started a partnership with the Racine Arts Council that has become a tourist attraction 

and a local folk art tour, each year adding a couple patterns to enhance the beauty of the 

“Positive Power of Art”.   

New this year, “Wheat Matters” is installed on a barn of an artisan bread baker in Burlington.  

You will be treated to home baked cookies and a “Live” music performance by Mark 

Paffrath from 11:00 until 12:30. Mark has been charming audiences for longer than he can 

believe! From the concert and festival stage to your local bar and grill or coffeehouse, his 

thoughtfully chosen interpretations and well-crafted original music are as much about his 

history as where he would like to be; as much about how the world is, as the way he’d like 

to see it. His observations, repartee and humor are self-deprecating but keen, quirky and 

refreshing.  “Wisconsin Heartland” installed on the Malchine Farm Homestead barn in Wind 

Lake, was designed by the WUHS Art Club.  Visit Jean Jacobson’s “Tulip Basket” pattern and 

catch a “live” music performance of folk duo Fendrick & Peck from 1:30 – 3:00. Their music, 

though familiar and comforting in sound, is noted for its exquisite harmony, lyrics, and 

composition.  Along the way enjoy corn, soybean and dairy farms, pumpkin patches with 

fall festivals, beautiful rivers and lakes, bike trails, urban shops, rustic roads, historical Frank 

Lloyd Wright buildings, views of the Wind Point Lighthouse and beaches on Lake Michigan. 

From 8:30 until noon, October 9th, stop at Real Racine Visitor Center - 

14015 Washington Ave. Sturtevant, Norway Town Hall - 6419 Heg Park 

Rd, Wind Lake or Downtown Racine Corp Office - 425 Main St. Racine 

to pick up an official Racine County map and rally card ($5.00).    

Enjoy a piece of Kringle while you fill out your rally card to 

automatically register for a drawing of cool prizes! 

For information or online rally card purchase go to: 

www.racineartscouncil.org. 

http://www.racineartscouncil.org


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

26 
9:30a—Worship 

10:30a—Deacons’  
Huddle 

10:30a—Fellowship 
11a—Handbell Choir  

Rehearsal 

27 
7:30a—

Contemplative 
Prayer via 

Zoom 
9a—Staff Mtg 

via Zoom 
5:45p—RKYSO 

28 
6:30p—Session 

Mtg 
 

29 
12p—Bible Study  
4-7p—Food Pantry 
5:30p—P.L.A.Y. 

7p—Choir  
Rehearsal 

30 
 

1 
 

2 
1p—Visitation 
2p—Memorial  

Service for  
Marge Henze 

3 
9:30a—World  

Communion Sunday 
Worship 

10:30a—Deacons’  
Huddle 

10:30a—Fellowship 
11a—Handbell Choir  

Rehearsal 

4 
7:30a—

Contemplative 
Prayer via 

Zoom 
9a—Staff Mtg 

via Zoom 
5:45p—RKYSO 

5 
 

6 
12p—Bible Study  
4-7p—Food Pantry 
5:30p—P.L.A.Y. 

7 8 
 

9 
8a-5p—Quilts 
on Barns Road 

Rally 
 

10 
9:30a—Worship 

10:30a—Deacons’ 
 Huddle 

11a—Handbell Choir  
Rehearsal 

11 
7:30a—

Contemplative 
Prayer via 

Zoom 
9a—Staff Mtg 

via Zoom 
5:45p—RKYSO 

12 
6:30p—Deacons 

Mtg 
6:30p—CAS 

13 
12p—Bible Study  
4-7p—Food Pantry 
5:30p—P.L.A.Y. 

7p—Choir  
Rehearsal 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
9:30a—Worship 

10:30a—Deacons’  
Huddle 

10:30a—Fellowship 
11a—Handbell Choir  

Rehearsal 

18 
7:30a—

Contemplative 
Prayer via 

Zoom 
9a—Staff Mtg 

via Zoom 
5:45p—RKYSO 

19 
6:30p—CAS 

 
 

20 
12p—Bible Study  
4-7p—Food Pantry 
5:30p—P.L.A.Y. 

21 22 
 

23 
12-5p—Private 
Event (Ihrman 

Hall) 

24 
9:30a—Worship 

10:30a—Deacons’  
Huddle 

10:30a—Fellowship 
11a—Handbell Choir  

Rehearsal 

25 
7:30a—

Contemplative 
Prayer via 

Zoom 
9a—Staff Mtg 

via Zoom 
5:45p—RKYSO 

26 
6:30p—Session 

Mtg 
6:30p—CAS 

27 
12p—Bible Study  
4-7p—Food Pantry 
5:30p—P.L.A.Y. 

7p—Choir  
Rehearsal 

28 
1p—Food 

Pantry  
Delivery 

 
 

29 
1p—Food 

Pantry  
Delivery 

30 
 
 

31 
9:30a—Worship 

10:30a—Deacons’  
Huddle 

10:30a—Fellowship 
11a—Handbell Choir  

Rehearsal 
Stewardship  

Campaign Begins 

1 
7:30a—

Contemplative 
Prayer via 

Zoom 
9a—Staff Mtg 

via Zoom 
5:45p—RKYSO 
6:30p—Jobs 

Daughters’ Int’l 

2 
6:30p—CAS 

3 
4-7p—Food Pantry 
5:30p—P.L.A.Y. 

7p—Choir  
Rehearsal 

4 5 6 

October 2021 


