
 

May is here and flowers are popping up all around, trees are budding, and we hope ex-

pectantly for warmer weather. I have been reminded of the weather here around the 

Great Lakes and waiting until Memorial Day to put too much or anything in the ground. 

As we saw new and familiar faces on Easter morning and gather for chili and Cuban sand-

wiches, we feel our church is in a similar Springtime. We are seeing signs of restoration and 

a return to what was once common place and expected. At the same time, we are anxious 

about who will return, whether we will have another Covid wave, and what our new nor-

mal will look like. I am reminded of all the bulbs that have burst into flower, but the frost 

has not passed just yet. 

This May we will focus on themes of growth, coming together for sharing and stewardship 

of God’s goodness, and how we discern what God is calling us to in our little space in the 

cosmos. I will be using the short book Seed Folks and the lectionary texts for inspiration as 

we move from Easter to Pentecost. Seed Folks tells the story of an urban community that 

comes together as they turn a vacant lot into a community garden. Through vignettes fea-

turing different people from the neighborhood Paul Fleishman tells the story of the gar-

den’s “growth of its most precious crop – the tendril-like sense of community.” I will be 

joining these voices with those of the Biblical characters to help us reflect on where we are 

being led as a church and as members of our community. I look forward to this opportuni-

ty to consider how we might prepare the ground, plant the seeds, and do the tending 

work to bear the fruit of sharing, peace, joy and hope that we all need in these times.      

Grace and peace to you, 

Darren 
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A note from the pastor... 
I am writing this on a dreary day near the end of May. I am looking forward to the warmth of June 
excited for all that we have going on in the church. The first week of June we will celebrate         
Pentecost and worship will be full of incredible music from our amazing choir. We will also be 
blessed by the accompaniment of talented musicians playing flute, violin, trumpet and cello. In the 
Seed Folks book group we were talking about how the gathering of the church family is meant to 
inspire and encourage us so that we can face the weekdays with grace and joy. I am sure Pentecost 
Sunday will be energizing and inspiring as we are filled with the Spirit of praise and possibility.  Even 
more, we will present the new hymnals at this service. 
 
On behalf of all of us and our spiritual seed folks here at First Presbyterian, I was honored for us     
to be invited to be a part of Mahogany Gallery and Cultural Center’s Juneteenth Exhibit this year. 
The exhibit will feature regional artists, and focus on the “artistic expression of loss, liberation, 
freedom, joy and triumph in the tradition of Independence Day for Black Americans.” Four of the 
“quilt code” quilts from our church will be featured in the exhibit at Mahogany Gallery and guests 
of the exhibit will be invited to tour the Underground Railroad site at our church. The exhibit begins 
on June 11th and we will explore the themes of Juneteenth and freedom in worship on June 19th.    
I hope you will be able to make it to the exhibit. 
 
Finally, I hope everyone is looking forward to the return of Music & More in June! This will be my 
first experience and I am very excited for all the acts. Please come out and support this entertaining 
ministry that will provide funding for important efforts in our community. Also, please continue to 
pray for warmth with the weather and in our relationships in the church and in our community. 
 
Grace and peace, Darren 
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General Fund Income and Expenses            
  Actual                   April                     YTD 
  Income             $13,200               $117,795   
  Expenses           35,978                133,085 
                              (22,778)               ( 15,290) 
 
 
The January through April deficit is 
$15,290. Since it is early in the year so 
not too serious, but is something to 
watch. 
 

 Motion was made, seconded and 
approved, to move communion     
on July 3 and September 4 to the 
following Sundays if we cannot   
find an ordained pastor to do the 
service on two Sundays that Pastor 
Darren will be on vacation. 

 Royce finally got a second painter 
to meet with him and provide an 
estimate for painting the sanctuary 
ceiling, front columns and soffits. 

 Nominating Committee needs one 
more deacon nominee. 

 The church picnic will be on July 17 
at DeKoven 

 
Submitted by Deb Yale, Clerk of Session 

firstpresracine.org


Happy Birthday!  

 5 Teddy Vollman 
 8 Don Tobias 
 10 John Rowland 
 12 Dave Holle 
 13 Mary Bernstein 
 19 Judy Rowland 
 20 Ko Kryger 
  Pam Wahlen 
 21 Meg Daniels 
 23 Darren Utley 
 24 Emma DeGroot 
 25 Mark Paffrath 

H a p p y  A n n i v er s a r y !  

John & Linnea Brooke 
June 12, 1965 

 
Dennis & Nancy Reeser 

June 15, 1974 
 

Mark & Maggie McDonough 
June 21, 1981 

 
Jim & Bonnie Eastman 

June 22, 1963 
 

Bob & Mary Johnson 
June 24, 1950 

 
Bill & Blanche Gunderson 

June 29, 1968 

In the midst of these troubling times, Spirit 
of Racine Music Makers Inc., a non-          
profit community musical group, offers an 
opportunity for people to focus on peace 
and to aid refugees from around the world 
during its performance: In the Spirit of 
Peace, a concert at 2:00PM Sunday, June 5th, 
in the Great Hall of DeKoven Center, 600 Ca-
ron Butler Dr., Racine. 

A free-will offering will be collected during 
the performance and donated to the United           
Nations Refugee Agency. Information about    
the agency’s work and the refugees who are   
assisted by it will be available at the concert. 

Spirit aspires to bring peace, love and social    
justice to the world through the power and 
beauty of sacred and secular music.  Spirit is 
comprised of 50 instrumentalists, handbell    
ringers and singers who formed Spirit during 
the pandemic. Spirit performs under Artistic 
Director George Baumgardt. The concert will 
feature a handbell and chime choir that will 
perform, among other works, A Million 
Dreams from The Greatest Showman and the 
vocal choir will sing inspirational songs of 
peace and hope, including I Dream a World,   
a musical composition of the poem by    
Langston  Hughes.  



Deacons are putting a plan to have an outdoor worship service on Sunday, July 17th. It will be 
help at the DeKoven Center again. 10:00 am worship with a potluck lunch to follow. Bring a lawn 
chair and a dish to pass.  
 
We constantly check in with our congregation members to see how they are doing and if they 
need help. If you know of someone who might need our assistance, please contact the church 
office. We are also willing to do home communion if a member would like to have us bring it to 
them. You need to let the church office know if it is what you would like. 



On Sunday, June 5, the choir will be joined by a special Chamber Ensemble of flutes 
and strings for John Rutter's anthem, Look at the World. Other seasonal music to 
be planted within the service! This is also the Sunday that we dedicate the 
new Glory to God hymnals. If you still want to honor someone by purchasing a  
Hymnal bookplate, contact Theresa Revis immediately. The dedication cost is $25. 
 
After a very long fermata (as in the musical term for "holding"), Music & More  
returns with an opening concert on Thursday, June 9. This first event of a packed 
summer season is dedicated to the memory of church members Ellen and Larry 
Cardwell and includes some of their favorite people: the Choral Arts Society,  
Mark Paffrath, and the Brass Knuckles. There will also be a Cardwell art exhibit in 
the church gallery. The Cardwells celebrated, supported, promoted and did art— 
an inspiration to all of us. 
 
Also, sharing the gallery, there will be a return of some of the Quilt Code, since  
First Presbyterian is partnering with the Mahogany Gallery in recognizing the  
celebration of Juneteenth, which has been declared a federal holiday for the first 
time this year!  
 
Finally, looking ahead, mark your calendar for worship and art "In the Park," when 
we hold the July 17 Sunday service on the Dekoven Centre grounds. 
 
Pat Badger 



A couple of updates to share from the Mission Initiative Com-
mittee, a busy Spring.  First, the Cuban Sandwich fundraiser 
was very successful with over $1000 donated by our church 
family.  A very hearty thanks to all that supported this mission 
project.  Committee members made 126 sandwiches.  We ran 
out of bread and pickles and Meg Daniels and Patrick Herrera 
graciously agreed to make runs for more supplies.  We shared 
many laughs while working together to make the sandwiches, 
and have everything ready to go for our Cuban Sandwich con-
sumers.  It is vitally important to thank all the committee mem-
bers and others that helped make, eat and supply the Cuban 
Sandwich fundraiser.  All of the supplies are donated along 
with all of the labor.  Thank you all.   

Some additional exciting news about Cuba, talks are now taking place between our American 
Government and Cuban diplomats.  More Visas will be processed, more remittances will be al-
lowed and hopefully more travel to Cuba will be allowed.  In early Spring, the Cuban Government 
reopened Cuba to more tourist travel, which is limited for Americans but this is all very hopeful 
news.  We can pray that Pastors Ary and Beidy be granted Visas to travel to the United States.   

Hand of Hope is the next Mission Initiative that needs to be highlighted.   I want to share a little 
bit more with you about one of your Hand of Hope benefactors, the Racine County Foster Care 
Sunshine Club.  Mr. Dan Chiappetta, spoke to our church on Sunday and informed us that there 
are about 120 local children in Foster Care, with about 30 in out of county placements.  You may 
be wondering how does Foster Care fit into the bigger picture?  In 2018, the Family First law was 
passed by the federal government, which directed state and local governments to try and do all 
that is possible on a local level to keep families in Racine County together as much as possible.  
With families closer together physically there is a greater possibility of reuniting families and re-
suming their family connections.  In sum our support of Foster Care, supports local families and 
emphasizes the desire of our church family to support our local community.     

The other Hand of Hope benefactors include:  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Lutheran Social 
Services of SE Wisconsin/Racine Refugee Assistance and Global Health Partners.  Please be sure 
to look for the opportunity to donate on-line or by mail.   The Mission Initiative Committee fo-
cused on these international concerns.  Again, Ukraine and the war are powerfully motivating 
forces and inspiration for choosing these selected organizations.  we want to support war torn 
families and other displaced refugees. 

In the near future we are hopeful we can do a Ukraine focused event.  We will keep you posted 
on how this presentation takes shape and how we can all learn more about Ukraine and the war.  
Please keep the people of Ukraine in your prayers.   

In closing, on behalf of the Mission Initiative Committee, thank you for your support and prayers.  
Please let us know if you have some ideas or if you want to join us.  We are always seeking inspi-
ration and a path to live our faith more intentionally.  Peace and Grace with great thanks.   

Georgia Herrera and Meg Daniels.   



 

The B & G Cleanup Crew continues to work hard in the garden!  



Christian Formation is getting ready to 
plan for Sunday School for the Fall. We will 
need Sunday School teachers. Can you 
help? It would be teaching one Sunday a 
month if we have enough teachers. The 
curriculum would be provided in enough 
time for you to know and understand what 
the lesson will be. 

This summer we are planning to have 
some fun nights for the youth of the 
church. Please encourage them to attend. 
If you can help out as well on these nights, 
let the team know. The nights are June 
18th, July 16th and August 20th.  

We are also planning a Helping Mission    
on the 4th Saturdays during June, July,   
August and September. We can’t do an  
out-of-state Mission Trip this summer so 
we are looking at helping congregation 
members with home care: lawn mowing, 
planting, painting, etc.  We are looking    
for congregation members to let us know 
what needs to be done and how we can 
help. We may also need some adults to 
help us out. Keep a lookout for more       
information in the bulletin. 

HELP!! Help is what is needed!! Can you 
sit and do paperwork, open the door for 
clients or sit and bag frozen food for the 
clients?? We really need the help to keep 
us going. We are a necessary need in the 
part of the city where our church is locat-
ed. Our client list has been growing again 
due to the high cost of food at the gro-
cery store. We are busy but could use ex-
tra help so that the current volunteers 
are not working every week. Even if you 
can do at least one Wednesday a month 
that would help us out! We have been a 
vital part of the food pantry program for 
7 years and in our location, we are the 
only pantry open on Wednesday eve-
nings.  

Memorial Service 
for Carolyn Christensen 
June 25th, 2022 11:00AM 

First Presbyterian Church 



 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, June 9th at Noon as Music & More kicks off its 29th Season. 
The series continues each Thursday through August 11th. The ten FREE noontime concerts are 
just an hour long, fast-paced, and fun! The June 9th concert will be dedicated in memory of Ellen 
and Larry Cardwell. The Brass Knuckles, Mark Paffrath, and Choral Arts Society will perform. 
Some of the Cardwell’s artwork will be displayed in the Chapel Gallery during June. 

New acts in June include Parkside Range (a cappella group from UW-Parkside); a Cello Quartet; 
and violinist Lydia Weaver. 

An offering will be accepted each week to benefit Health Care Network, Inc. and HALO, Inc. 
From the very first season in 1994, Music & More has given back to the community in the form of 
unrestricted grants to local non-profit organizations. 

Music & More depends on donations from individuals and businesses. Please consider making a 
donation to show support for this great program! Your check can be made to First Presbyterian 
Church, for Music & More. Or you can pay securely online at the church website using PayPal. 
Donations may be given in honor or in memory of someone, or to mark a special occasion.       
Donations in any amount are needed to pay for musicians, advertising, and other concert          
expenses.  Thank you! 

Additional parking is available in the Living Light Community Center lot adjacent to the       
church. Please avoid parking in numbered or reserved spots for the noontime concerts as      
they are rented. 

June 9 
 

The Brass Knuckles - brass and percussion 
Mark Paffrath – vocal & guitar 

Choral Arts Society choir 

June 23 
 

Gabriella Martinez – cello 
Jillian Bruss & Anne Van Deusen – vocal & piano 

Cello Quartet 

June 16 
 

Terri Seitz & Ronnie Quella – four-hand piano 
Parkside Range – a cappella 

Ami Bouterse, Alejandro, Evelyn & Lucas Alum-
breros – vocal & piano 

June 30 
 

Lydia Weaver – violin 
Martha Fergus, Frank Suetholz & Anna Kojovic-Frodl – 

flutes & piano 
Belle Ensemble – vocal & piano 


