
 Christian Formation was given approval to advertise for and hire an adult to 
work in our nursery from 9-11:30 every Sunday for $45/Sunday. 

 Andrea and Jeremy Nitz have volunteered to be youth leaders. 
 CF is also looking for 4 volunteers to teach Sunday School. 
 On August 29 we will have a Back to School Liturgy and Backpack Blessing. 

Help fill the backpacks by donating school supplies. 
 The Advent Workshop will return this year. 
 Communion will continue to follow COVID protocol due to the variants and 

infection rates going up again. 
 Building & Grounds Committee is currently getting estimates for replacing 

the front steps, painting of the columns and soffit, and replacing battery 
operated security cameras. 

 First Church will cohost the September Presbytery Meeting with Covenant & 
Second Presbyterian churches. 

 The roof project is basically done. The steeple will need work done in the 
next 5-10 years. Preservation grants are available for architecturally 
significant structures. 
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Deb and I want to give you another round of thanks for the continued welcome we 
have received since arriving last month. The housewarming goodies and meals have 
been extremely helpful as we have begun to settle in here in Racine. Thank you all for 
your hospitality. 

In August, we will continue our look at the letter to the Ephesians spending a few 
weeks on chapter four and then concluding the series with a look at the armor of God 
metaphor in chapter six. If you would like to dig a little deeper into the text of the 
week, please join us for the Wednesday Bible Study that takes place at noon every 
Wednesday via zoom. You can email me at pastordarren@firstpresracine.org to get 
signed up to receive the zoom login information. Throughout the sermon series, we 
have also been talking about our need for experiencing the height, depth, breadth 
and length of God’s love and grace in our lives. A contemplative practice is one of the 
tried and true ways that Christians throughout the centuries have found essential to 
nurturing a deep connection with the heart of God. Beginning August 9th we will 
return to a collective contemplative prayer time at 7:30 AM on Monday mornings. We 
will begin through zoom so please contact me if you would like to participate in this 
time of contemplative prayer. 

“May you all come to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you 
may be filled with the fulness of God.” Eph 3.19 

SESSION IN SESSION (continued) 

 Mission initiative is getting 
back up and running. They 
have begun conversations 
with Julian Thomas and are 
planning a return of the 
apple sale fundraiser.  

 Archives Committee 
requested spending some of 
their funds on digitizing 
photos and documents. 

 
Deb Yale, Clerk of Session 

mailto:pastordarren@firstpresracine.org


Hello church members – Christian Formation has been working to get 
programming set up for the fall. We are looking for church members to help 
us teach Sunday School. Can you help? The program that has been chosen is 
teaching our young people more about loving kindness – for themselves 
and the world around them. We need Teachers!!  You would only have to 
teach one Sunday a month. Come and join us! 

Sunday, August 29th – we will be doing a Back-to-School Worship. We will 
also have a backpack blessing. Every child and adult heading back to school 
is invited to come forward with their backpacks. We will bless them and pray 
that the school year is a positive one for all. As part of this, we are asking the 
congregation to provide school items that we can put in the backpacks: 
pencils, crayons, markers, snack items. Bring them during the Sundays in 
August, so they are ready for August 29th. 

Sunday, September 18th - We will be having a speaker talking about 
cyberbullying. Amanda Grunewald will provide info about this topic. This is 
a huge problem in our society today. We invite all middle school through 
adults to learn more about cyberbullying. 

Don’t forget our First Friday Family Fun Night!!  Come August 6th, 6:00 - 
8:00 p.m., for have fun in the parking lot and then join Mark Paffrath for a 
sing-along at 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

See page 8, for more information on the Blessing of the Backpacks, the 
school supply drive and the First Friday Family Fun Night—featuring Mark 
Paffrath. 



By the time you receive this update the Mission 
Initiative will have met for the first time in several 
months.  We are happy to report there is lots of interest 
in what the future holds at First Presbyterian and 
mission.  We will update you after our meeting with 
some future plans and the various ways for you to 
become involved in mission at First. 

On Sunday July 18, 2021, Julia and Dennis Reeser, 
along with Kathi and Carrie, Jeff and Georgia, traveled 
to Milwaukee to attend a rally in support of the people 
of Cuba.  Most notably we observed many Cuban 
supporters openly discuss what might be the best way 
to help the Cuban people.  It was a very emotional 
event and we all shared in prayers and concern for 
Cuba. As we have previously reported Cuba is in dire 
need of food and water, items we are not able to 
readily supply from our church family.  We are 
however able to make donations to Global Health 
Partners Attn: Syringe Campaign 39 Broadway, Suite 
1540 New York NY  10006.  Several members from 
First have already sent contributions in support of the 
syringe need in Cuba to help administer the Covid 
Vaccine.  Please see the Cuba poster board just outside 
of the Chapel for more information.  If you want 
greater details, please see one of the attendees of the 
rally.   

We have received digital news from 
Pastors Ary and Beidy that they are 
safe in Matanzas.  Ben Neal was 
even able to share a telephone call 
with Pastor Beidy prior to the 
protests last week.  Ben did try to 
discover from the Pastors how we 
might help our Cuban church family 
with monetary donations.  We are 
waiting to receive greater details 
about this inquiry.  At this time no 
monies can be sent directly to 
anyone from the US to Cuba.  We 
hope to have more information to 
share on this topic soon.  Until we 
have some additional updates, 
please keep your Cuban church 
family in your prayers.   

We have received several hearty 
words of thanks from several Hand 
of Hope recipients. Meg Daniels 
spoke to the principal at Julian 
Thomas, Danielle Decker, who was 
effusive in her thanks and so 
appreciative of the ongoing help 
and interest from our Congregation. 
Danielle remembers speaking at our 
Church back in 2017 and is excited 
to come and share with us again 
during an upcoming Minute for 
Mission sometime this Fall. We look 
forward to learning more about the 
ways in which our donations have 
assisted and how we can continue to 
support this worthwhile cause. 

Finally, the Mission Initiative is 
inspired by all of you that help buoy 
and support church leadership and 
mission.  Thank you for your prayers 
and your inspiration.  God has given 
us so many tools to work with.  
Peace and blessings with abundant 
gratitude. 

 

Georgia Herrera and Meg Daniels  



The Positive Power of Art at 

Racine Youthful Offender 

Correction Facility 

When people and organizations 

come together for a specific purpose, 

the collaboration creates great joy for 

all involved and ends with a sense of pride and a job well 

done! That is what  happened between the Racine Arts 

Council, Caledonia Conservancy and the Racine Youthful 

Offender Correctional Facility.   

In the summer of 2020, Wendy McCalvy, Barb Hugier & 

Sandy DeWalt from the Caledonia Conservancy and 

Kadian Edwards & Kathi Wilson from the Racine Arts 

Council, had a “parking lot” meeting at King’s Corner, one 

of the conservancy properties to discuss an educational 

idea for some small signboards of bugs and butterflies 

which the men at RYCCF could paint?  As always happens, 

we began brainstorming and the idea transformed into 

something bigger and oh so much more exciting!   

There are five conservancy properties which are well 

known in the larger horse community for their many miles 

of beautiful riding trails and horse events.  “We have 

always wanted to attract hikers, but people are unaware 

they can actually use our hiking trails.  Could we possibly 

have them design and paint larger signs to place at the 

entrances that say Welcome Hikers?” asked Wendy. 

Voila’!  Through the RAC’s ArtStart Program serving the 

underserved in our community, the project started in 

earnest. And so began a year’s long project of drawing 

bugs, butterflies, trees, color choices … and COVID 19.   

Barb donated wood, paint and stakes for making of the 

signboards and woodworker Paul Madsen, a Friend of the 

RAC, donated his time and cut the wood into small and 

large sizes.  The outdoor house paint and brushes were 

purchased at Sanders Paint Store on 6
th
 Street in 

Downtown Racine supporting a local small business, all 

were delivered and handed over to Mr. Perry at RYOCF in 

late summer.  Barb had images of insects and butterflies 

from the Conservancy’s School to Nature program for 

small boards, and the design for the larger signboards was 

left up to each individual young man, the only stipulation 

being to incorporate a tree in the design. These men have 

limited training in art so were asked to volunteer and 

work with Mr. Perry on their design, color 

choices and painting.  Along the way, Mr. 

Perry sent photos of drawings, beginning 

designs and painting progress.  

With a HipHipHooray, the finished 

signboards were delivered in early June, 

polyurethane sealant was applied to protect 

them from the elements, and the “Welcome 

Hiker” signs have been installed at Kings 

Corner, Trout Ponds, Neighborhood Central 

Walk, Tabor Woods and the Short Road 

Trailhead.  The small signboards will be 

installed at Kings Corner in the very near 

future. 

The project was initiated and started during 

the lockdown of covid 19, it takes a village 

to create a community project, so it was truly 

an effort to find time for these young men to 

finish their designs and paintings.  Thank you 

to Barb Hugier and Caledonia Conservancy 

members for believing in the finished project 

and your commitment to our ArtStart 

program.  Thank you to Deborah Beuttler, 

Corrections Program Supervisor and teacher, 

Mr. Perry for their dedication to our 

collaborative art project.  The men received 

a “Certificate of Participation” for their 

phenomenal participation in a collaborative 

community art project showing initiative and 

willingness. 



Ingredients: 
1 cup zucchini grated and drained well 
1 egg 
1/3 cup breadcrumbs 
1/4 cup Parmesan cheese grated fine 
1 clove garlic grated fine 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives (or 1 
tablespoon dried chives) 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley (or ½ 

tablespoon dried) 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh basil (or ½ 

 teaspoon dried) 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh oregano (or ½ 

 teaspoon dried) 
pinch of salt and pepper 
 
Instructions: 
1) Preheat oven to 400˚F. Lightly coat a 

baking sheet with olive oil or non-stick 
spray. Set aside. 

2) Use a box grater to grate the zucchini 
into a clean towel. Roll up the towel and 
twist to wring out the moisture. Grate 
the garlic using the small holes on the 
box grater. 

3) In a medium bowl, combine all of the 
ingredients and mix well. 

4) Shape a tablespoon of the mixture into 
your hands, pat into small balls, and 
place on the baking sheet. 

5) Bake for 15-18 minutes in the 
preheated oven until golden. Serve 
warm with marinara sauce.  

Recipe makes about 16 bites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Freeze: 

Follow the recipe and let zucchini bites 
cool. Place in a single layer on a large 
baking sheet and flash freeze for one 
hour. Once the zucchini balls are frozen, 
place them into a freezer bag. Store up 
4 months in the freezer. 

Reheat by preheating your oven to 
400˚F. Place the frozen zucchini garlic 
bites on a baking sheet and bake until 
heated through and crispy on the 
outside, about 10 to 15 minutes. 

TOO MUCH ZUCCHINI?  TRY THIS SUMMER RECIPE FOR ZUCCHINI GARLIC BITES! 



Jason & Jessica Smith 
August 3, 1996 

Jerry & Nancy Ritter 
August 5, 1961 

Dave & Gayle Titus 
August 6, 1993 

Ben & Catherine Neal 
August 10, 1973 

Bill & Lissy Blandford 
August 18, 1973 

Steve & Mary Bernstein 
August 23, 1977 

 3 Zachary Higgs 
  Janna Smith 
  Mike Walton 
 5 Georgia Hall 
  Bruce Armstrong 
 6 Steve Fringer 
 10 Katy LaScola 
 12 Cody LaMarr 
 20 Mary Lee 
 21 Steve Simpson 
  Theo Leavell 
 22 Mac MacCaughey 
 27 Evelyn Vanderheyden 
 28 Mary Johnson 
  Bud Eastman 

for August 
 
 1 Sharon Campbell 
 8 Ken Schacht 
 15 Pam Wahlen 
 22 LuAnn Hansen 
 29 Jeff Leavell 



 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION will be holding 
a Back to School Drive during the 
month of August.   

Please bring the items to church on 
Sunday mornings or during the 
week during office hours. 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES  L IST 

➢ 24 pk Crayola Crayons 

➢ 24 pk Crayola Colored Pencils 

➢ Elmer’s Glue 

➢ #2 Pencils 

➢ 3 pk Scotch Tape 

➢ Watercolor Paints 

➢ Spiral Notebooks (wide-ruled) 

➢ Supply Box 

➢ Snacks 


