
Happy Birthday!  
 8 Jim Eastman 
 9 Ginny Holle 
 13 Linnea Brooke 
  Barbara Earnest 
 14 Janice Teichert 
 17 Ed Lehmann 
 18 Zach Vollman 
 24 Jeff Leavell 
 26 LuAnn Hansen 
 31 Myrna Kryger 
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Happy Anniversary !  
Harold & Mary Ralston 

March 27, 1959 
Jim & Georgia Hall 

March 29, 1975 

Notes from the 182nd Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation 

The meeting was called to order with prayer by Pastor 
McDonough, Moderator. Deborah Yale, Clerk of Session, 
confirmed that a quorum, attending via Zoom, was present. 

The minutes of meetings in 2020 were read and approved. 
Clerk Yale read the names of those who died in the past 
year and Pastor McDonough offered a prayer. 

Treasurer Steve Hansen presented the finance report for 
2020 and the Session’s budget for 2021. 

Each committee, board, or group presented their report 
giving thanks for those who served. 

Our final action before adjourning was to elect Members-at-
Large from the congregation to serve on the Nominating 
Committee to submit nominees for Session and Deacons at 
a meeting of the congregation to be held in May. Those 
elected are: Georgia Hall, Ellen Cardwell, Ginny Holle, and 
Amanda Grunewald. 

Having concluded the business of the day, Pastor 
McDonough adjourned the meeting with prayer. 



The Session met February 23 via Zoom 
for their regular monthly meeting. 
Minutes of the previous meetings, 
including the January meeting and the 
special meeting to draft the 2021 budget, 
were approved. 

Treasurer Steve Hansen reported above 
budgeted contributions for January with 
most of the contributions coming from 
some members fulfilling their pledge for 
2020 and others giving their entire 2021 
pledge for the year.  

The Pastor Nominating Committee 
(PNC), Christopher Hansen and Pat 
Badger Co-Chairs, reported that they are 
interviewing candidates but are not yet 
prepared to name a candidate. They 
thanked the Session for their trust and 
support. When the PNC has a candidate 
and the Presbytery has validated the 
terms of call, the PNC will ask the Session 
to call for a meeting of the congregation 
to receive the candidate. 

Much of the evening’s discussion was 
about returning to in-person worship. 
The Back to Church Committee, Armin 
Clobes, Royce Earnest, Barbara Earnest, 
Linda Schubert, Dave Titus, and Elie 
Hunt, is reviewing reports from the CDC 
as well as guidelines from the Presbytery 
and the Wisconsin Council of Churches 
about safe gatherings to establish the 
protocols for in-person worship. Royce is 

designing a survey for the congregation 
to assess members’ readiness to return 
to in-person worship. And Christopher 
Hansen reported that all the audio/visual 
equipment ordered to allow us to 
continue to offer worship online 
simultaneously with in-person worship 
has arrived and he and Steve Comeau 
will begin assembling and testing the 
equipment this week. 

The Session also reaffirmed their 
commitment to employing a Christian 
Formation Director and discussed ways 
to encourage the members of First to 
support that position. While the Session 
proceeds with the search for the 
Christian Formation Director, LuAnn 
Hansen has offered to serve as Interim 
Director to keep momentum going and 
to assist the Christian Formation Initiative 
as they plan events for children, youth, 
families, adults, etc.  

Encouraged by the prospect of returning 
soon to in-person worship, the progress 
of the PNC, and the enthusiasm to 
develop ministries to families, the 
Session thanked everyone for their good 
work and adjourned with prayer. 



A note from the Pastor... 

We are sharing ring links to the following 
sites that offer excellent devotional 
materials. Links to these devotional sites 
will be posted on our church website. 
You may also choose one or more sites 
and start your own subscription. 

d365.org/devotions—This site offer a 
guided reflection on a reading for each 
day inviting participants to go deeply into 
the daily reading with reflection, prayer, 
and the challenge to act on what one has 
learned. 

Pilotingfaith.org—This is the almost daily 
blog by Cameron Trimble, the author of 
“Piloting Faith” and co-founder of 
Convergence, which is the consulting 
group we worked in 2019 to identify our 
vision, mission, and our four initiatives 
(mission, music and art, building 
community, and Christian formation). 

Presbyterian Outlook Lenten Series—We 
have subscribed to this series which 
gives us permission to email the daily 
devotions to members of our 
congregation. As this is for member 
subscribers only, we cannot post the 
daily devotions of the Lenten Series on 
our church website. To receive the daily 
readings of this series via email, please 
contact the church office. 

And last, the Deacons are exploring the 
idea of making quarterly devotional 
booklets available, E.g. Daily Bread or 
The Upper Room. If you would like to 
receive a subscription to a devotional 
booklet, please call the church office. The 
Deacons need to know how many would 
be interested as the subscription prices 
vary depending on the number ordered. 

 
 
 

The Deer’s Cry 

 

I arise today 
Through the strength of heaven; 
Light of the sun, Splendor of fire, 
Speed of lightning, Swiftness of the wind, 
Depth of the sea, Stability of the earth, 
Firmness of the rock. 
 

I arise today 
Through God’s strength to pilot me; 
God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to 

guide me, 
God’s eye to look before me, God’s ear to 

hear me, 
God’s word to speak for me, God’s hand to 

guard me, 
God’s way to lie before me, God’s shield to 

protect me, 
God’s hosts to save me, Afar and anear, 
Alone or in a multitude. 
 

Christ shield me today 
Against wounding, 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ 

behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above 

me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit 

down, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of 

me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks 

of me, 
Christ in the eye that sees me, 
Christ in the ear that hears me. 
 

I arise today 
Through the mighty strength 
Of the Lord of creation. 
 
 

Text from Saint Patrick's Breastplate 



Community Meal 

First Presbyterian Church is in charge of the 
Community Meal again on Tuesday, March 16th. 
Through the pandemic, the Tuesday night 
Community Meal volunteer organizations are 
providing hot, carry- out dinners at St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church Hospitality Center. We will 
need 9 casseroles, 4 bags of fresh fruit, and 5 
loaves of soft bread. If you feel like helping to 
package up food we could use 1-2 people from 3 
to 5:30PM.  We stay in the kitchen, masked & 
gloved, St. Vincent de Paul members actually 
hand out the dinners. 

Pastor Mark is usually at church on Tuesday 
mornings; I will be there from 2 to 3PM for people 
to drop off food. 

Questions?  Want to help?   
Call or email Deb Yale: deb.yale5@gmail.com or 
262-498-8753 

Thank you! 
Deb 
 
 
Christian Formation Team would like to know: 

To the families who have received our mailings: 
Did you like them? Did your child/children do the 
activities that we sent? What did you like about 
them? What didn’t you like? Until we can meet in 
person, we will continue to send the mailings.   
Please let us know what you think so that we can 
make sure that it is something we should 
continue. Contact any of our team: LuAnn 
Hansen, Pam Simpson, Sharon Campbell, and 
Ginny Holle. 
 

Memorial For Annette Anderson 

Please join us for a memorial service held on 
Saturday, March 20th at the church for Annette 
Anderson. There is a visitation from 10AM tol 
11AM . The service will begin at 11AM  followed by 
a Masonic Service. Masks are required. 
 
 

First Presbyterian Book Club  

We met February 12th with our usual wine, 
cheese and crackers (virtually, so they are 
delicious and non-caloric) and with great 
enthusiasm for the book selection Holes. It's a 
fun group, so we hope you'll join us via Zoom 
for lively discussion and reminiscings 
triggered by the books. 

Our next book club meeting will be on Friday, 
March 5th at 3PM to discuss The Giver of Stars 
by Jojo Moyes.  The Kindle synopsis is too long 
to repeat here, but it ends with "Based on a 
true story rooted in America’s past, The Giver 
of Stars is unparalleled in its scope and epic in 
its storytelling. Funny, heartbreaking, 
enthralling, it is destined to become a modern 
classic--a richly rewarding novel of women’s 
friendship, of true love, and of what happens 
when we reach beyond our grasp for the great 
beyond." If that doesn't pique your interest, I 
surrender. If you are interested in joining us 
via Zoom, email linda.schubert@att.net..  I can 
help you get set up if you give me a call at 
262.632.7537. 

For April we chose How to be an Indian in the 
21st Century, Lewis V. Clark, III: 

"In deceptively simple prose and verse, Louis 
V. "Two Shoes" Clark III shares his life story, 
from childhood on the Rez, through school   
and into the working world, and ultimately as 
an elder, grandfather, and published poet. 
How to Be an Indian in the 21st Century 
explores Clark’s deeply personal and 
profound take on a wide range of subjects, 
from schoolyard bullying to workplace racism 
to falling in love. Warm, plainspoken, and 
wryly funny, Clark’s is a unique voice talking 
frankly about a culture’s struggle to maintain 
its heritage. His poetic storytelling style 
matches the rhythm of the life he recounts, 
what he calls "the heartbeat of my nation.” 

On behalf of the book club, 
Linda Schubert 



The Racine Arts Council received a two-year LINK grant from the Racine 
Community Foundation in 2019.  With these dollars we have purchased two 
cellos, one saxophone and 8 “baby” violins for beginner use and had roughly 25 
instruments appraised and repaired.  We have also created an extension of the 
program called LINK Lessons.   

We know that young children have not been in school for almost a year and therefore not able 
to continue their music lessons.  The goal of this new outreach has been to support a local 
musician who lost much of their income to the pandemic and find a disenfranchised young 
student willing to participate in something adventurous by zoom.  Success!! 

Past Prairie School cellist Ryan Anderson has been excited and willing to teach beginner 4th 
grade student Victoria Edwards.  Victoria has had a difficult time not being in school and seeing 
her friends.  She is disappointed that her grades have been dropping because she finds it 
difficult to stay motivated and get her assignments done.  This new opportunity has been the 
perfect “pick me up” moment for Victoria!  She loves playing the cello and being engaged in 
music!   

As it turns out, Ryan is the cello teacher at Jefferson Lighthouse where Victoria will head back to 
school on March 1.  She is doing so well that Ryan has put her in his school classes with other 
students and has donated whatever stipend we were going to pay him, back to the RAC to help 
another student.   

This is the Positive Power of Art at its BEST!!! 

We - the PNC and you, the congregation - are on a journey. To both discover a 
question and find an answer. To discover a pastor and for a pastor to find us. 
The question you most want to ask - “Have you found our next pastor?” - and 
the answer we most want to give - “Yes!” - are  the question and answer your 
PNC has spent almost a year discerning. We have read over 150 resumes, met 
nearly 50 times, investigated 23 candidates in depth in multiple interviews, 
done many reference checks, and stayed in communications with you, with 
Session and with the Presbytery. Our process is showing us the way and 
continues. We thank you for your trust, for your patience, and for your 
anticipation and love of both the question - “Have you found our next pastor?” 
- and the answer we most want to give - “Yes!”  



THE PRESBYTERIAN SABBATH SCHOOL 
 
Every February our Church celebrates its 
founding. This year we celebrate our 182nd 
anniversary. The story of our Church beginning 
is well researched, documented and often told. 
Over the many years, in addition to our 
founding, the birth and resurrection of Christ, 
we have had cause and much to celebrate. 
 
One such celebration occurred in 1870. The 
Presbyterian Sabbath School was celebrating 
its 31st anniversary. The year had been one of 
prosperity, gladness, dedication, and growth. 
The average attendance was 199 children. 
Benevolent contributions were up and the 
“Pilot Class” was being awarded for collecting 
most of the nearly $200 in Sabbath School 
pledges for the year. $200 in 1870 is equivalent 
in purchasing power to about $3,976.70 today! 
 
We share with you a record of this joyous 
milestone; found in an 1869-1872 Sabbath 
School Record book kept in the archives. 
 
--Archive/History Committee Chairperson 
 
 
Although the news article is clearly dated, the 
archive/history committee has been unsuccessful 
in finding it in an Internet search of newspaper 
databases. If any church member can find it, 
please send link to Shelley. 
 
If you find the handwriting too difficult to read, 
skip to the news article. 






