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Back to Church at First Presbyterian 

 

Dear Congregation Members, 

We are looking forward to again having in-person services at First Presbyterian.  New cases 

are trending downward, vaccinations are expanding, and we have enough precautions in 

place to be confident that we can do this safely. We plan on having our first in-person service 

on April 1, Maundy Thursday, and then having an in-person service on Easter Sunday, April 4. 

The on-line service will still be available, and now it will be live streamed, instead of 

prerecorded.  This will allow live attendees and virtual ones to experience the same service. 

The church has also purchased new video capabilities so that the experience of people 

attending in person and that of people attending virtually will be as close as possible. So, if 

you have any concerns or reservations about returning in person or if you are not feeling 

well, please join us virtually. Instructions for the live streamed service will be sent later. 

What you can do: 

 During the week, continue to follow good public health guidelines: wear a good fitting 

mask correctly to cover your nose and mouth; wash your hands often, maintain social 

distancing from people not in your immediate family. 

 Attending church: a good-fitting mask is required, if you forget yours, we will have some 

available. 

 Don’t touch things that other people will touch. Ushers and greeters will be able to open 

doors. Hand sanitizers and disinfecting wipes will be available. 

 Maintain social distancing: we will have the pews marked with signs to facilitate social 

distancing. If you are with your family group, you may sit in adjacent pews. 

 

 



What the Church is doing: 

 We will have extra ushers and greeters to open doors and assist people with seating. 

 We will have hand sanitizers and disinfecting wipes available at both entrances to the 

church. 

 The church will be cleaned during the week. During the week, the sanctuary is not being 

used, and will be fully ventilated. 

 Fortunately, the sanctuary is a large volume, and it is already well ventilated. We will 

increase ventilation before the service, and if the weather is nice, we will be able to open 

windows. 

 Offering will be collected after the service in baskets at the exits from the sanctuary, you 

will not have to touch the offering plates. 

 Pews will be marked with signs to facilitate social distancing. 

 The church staff has been briefed and trained on cleaning protocols. 

 Services will be somewhat shorter to minimize the amount of time in the sanctuary. 

 Sadly, for the time being, we will not be able to sing hymns, though we will still have 

other music. 

 We will be able to have communion in a way that you do not have to touch items that 

other people have touched. 

 Please try to exit the church after the service in an orderly fashion. If you want to chat and 

socialize, please do it outside in the parking lot, we want to minimize gatherings in the 

hallways and around the coat racks. 

 

To recap: for the time being, we are still not able to return to completely normal services. 

However, we have also expanded our capabilities to have our in-person and virtual services 

be alike. In the future, if you are not able to attend for any reason, you will be able to attend 

virtually. If you have any reservations about an in-person service, the virtual service will be 

available. At the same time, we know that many people are excited about the possibility to 

return to in-person church services. We have been researching recommendations from the 

CDC and from the Presbytery and we are confident that we can do this safely and 

responsibly. We have tried to make our return to in-person services as safe as possible, we ask 

you to do your part to follow responsible precautions. 

 

Our recommendations have been assembled by a Back to Church Committee. Royce Earnest 

has chaired this committee and if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

contact him at rearnest1@wi.rr.com, or contact the office: office@firstpresracine.org.  

 

Peace, 

On behalf of the Session, 

Mark McDonough, Pastor 

 

P.S. On a personal note, I want to thank the members of the Back-to-Church Committee for 

their thoughtful and thorough work that has guided the Session in our decision about 

returning safely to in-person worship. The committee members are, Royce Earnest, Chair, 

Armin Clobes, Barbara Earnest, Dave Titus, Linda Schubert, and Elie Hunt. 

M McD 



Happy B ir thday!  
 1 Kristin Holmberg-Wright 

 8 Jared Smith 

 9 Pam Simpson 

 11 Ellen Cardwell 

 12 Armin Clobes 

 13 David Humphreys 

 15 Jillian Humphreys 

 16 Elaine Jacobson 

 23 Louisa Daniels 

 24 Mary Ralston 

 30 Nancy Reeser 

Happy Ann iversary !  
Carrie Massey & Kathi Wilson 

April 4, 2015 

Andy & Denise Park 

April 24, 1965 

 

Church Events 

 

Apr 1
sh
—7:00

PM
 

Maundy Thursday Service 

Apr 4
th
—9:30

AM
 

Easter Worship Service with 

Communion  

Wednesdays—4:00-7:00
PM

 

FirstPres Food Pantry 

Apr 10th—9:30
AM

 

Memorial Committee Meeting 

Apr 11
th
—9:30

AM
 

Worship , followed by 

Congregational meeting 

Sundays—9:30
AM

 

Worship (in person) 

Apr 25
th
—10:30

AM
 

Christian Formation Meeting 

Change is in the air with that peculiar 

spring smell of thaw, in the ground with 

daffodils in joyous revolt against winter,   

In our communities as the number of Covid 

cases decreases while the number of those 

vaccinated increases, and change is coming 

to First Pres.  The Session has voted to offer 

in-person worship, with the appropriate 

safety protocols, beginning with the 

Maundy Thursday service April 1.  The 

Pastor Nominating Committee will present 

a candidate for Pastor April ll.  And change 

is coming for Maggie and me as well. 

Maggie has agreed to postpone retirement 

to serve the remainder of this year and next 

year as Head of the Upper School at The 

Prairie School, while I will retire as 

planned.  My last Sunday in worship will 

be May 30.  I will take some deferred 

vacation and study leave time in June and 

officially begin retirement July 1. 

It has been a wonderful journey to serve 

with you these past two-plus years, COVID 

notwithstanding.  And I am glad that with 

the partial return to normal, there will be 

time over the next few months to say 

goodbye.  But having made my plans for 

retirement official with the Session, I 

wanted to take this opportunity to make 

the announcement to everyone in the 

congregation.  I hope to see you all, either 

on-line or in person, over the next few 

months so I can thank you personally for 

having had the opportunity to share in 

ministry with you. 

Grace and peace, 

Mark McDonough 

From the Pastor’s Pen 



 

Siftings … News from the PNC 
Your PNC has Welcome News. 

We invite you to join us for the Congregational Meeting, called on Sunday, April 11, 

2021,  immediately following the service. Pastor Mark will call the Meeting to order, 

and the PNC will introduce and nominate a candidate to be the next Pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church. 

During the past year the PNC has served as your voice by creating a narrative of who 

we are as a church, by evaluating resumes that told the stories of candidates, by creating 

interviews that helped us discern the fit between our vision and the visions of 

candidates, and by negotiating on your behalf. 

Sunday, April 11, is your day of participation. First, join us for the service, which will be 

conducted by both Pastor Mark and our candidate. Second, be part of the 

Congregational Meeting and voice your vote. Third, greet our candidate and family in 

a socially distanced Meet and Greet, following the meeting. 

Here are some questions and answers: 

 How will this work? You may join the service and attend the meeting either virtually 

(more details on this to follow) or in person. Either way your voice and vote will be 

included in our process. 

 Will the candidate actually be present? Our candidate will be preaching live in our 

sanctuary on April 11. They and their family will be with us in person on that Sunday 

morning.  

 When can I have details of who this candidate is and where they are from? Per 

strict  Presbytery protocol a candidate’s biographical information cannot be shared 

prior to the Congregational Meeting. During the meeting the PNC will share this 

information with you. It is only after a candidate is called by congregational vote that 

the candidate informs their own congregation that they have accepted a new call. Out 

of respect and protection for candidates and their churches we keep these details 

within the PNC.   

 During the meeting can I ask questions? You can. However, these questions need to 

be directed to the PNC. We welcome questions about our process. However, this is 

not the time to interview the candidate. As your voice, the PNC has spent extensive 

time doing just that.  

 What happens next? If we call the candidate, they and our Clerk of Session will sign 

the Terms of Call immediately following the meeting. The candidate will become our 

pastor on July 1, 2021. During the weeks ahead Pastor Mark, Session, and the PNC 

will attend to the details necessary to ensure a smooth transition as we begin this new 

chapter in the life of First Presbyterian Church. 

 

- Pat Badger 

PNC Co-Chair 



Christian Formation at First Presbyterian 

 

What is Christian Formation? What does it mean for First Church? How can you 

participate? 

What is Christian Formation? It is anything and everything that helps us grow to be the 

people God created and delights to see us become. 

What does it mean for First Church? We will build on our rich history of classroom 

instruction and adult discussions and expand our efforts to include a wide variety of 

experiences. Think of the experiences that shaped you to be more: more courageous, 

more generous, more compassionate, maybe a bit wiser—in short, more like Christ. 

Those life-shaping experiences are what we want to offer everyone at First, especially 

our children and youth.  

How can you participate? 

First, take a look at the ideas our Christian Formation Team has started: 

 First Friday activities using the church – games, fun music, snacks, open mike, 

particularly for youth 

 Poetry slam 

 Bible study 

 Workshops, Webinars, Presentations on a variety of topics which can include but 

not limited to:  

 Dementia, funeral/estate planning, cyberbullying, parenting – new parents, 

parents of teens, depression, suicide, unleashing your creativity with music, 

poetry, arts, and more 

 The practice of prayer—centering, Lectio Divina, guided, etc. 

 How to use your computer, phone, tablet 

 Craft day/night 

 Underground Railroad 

 Host “Racine’s Got Talent” on our stage in Ihrman Hall   

 Mission trips – locally, nationally, and internationally 

 Choir and pulpit exchanges with other churches 

 Talk it over discussions on the sermon following worship 

 Police officer to teach us about personal safety and avoiding scams 

 Game, Movie, and Dance Nights at the church 

 Organize a bean bag toss (aka cornhole) tournament for all ages 

 Cooking classes where we learn about the culture of a people as we learn to 

cook their traditional dishes (aka “making haggis”) 

Second: Add your own ideas to the list. What activities, events, projects, etc. would 

you like to see offered at First? 

 

 



Christian Formation (continued) 

 

And last, indicate what activity you would participate in and/or help make happen. 

Please return the survey to LuAnn Hansen – email or church mail by Sunday, April 18
th
. 

Thank you.  Christianformation1st@gmail.com 

We will be holding a discussion on Sunday, April 25
th
 after worship to also hear your 

thoughts. Please join us either in person or by Zoom. Your Christian Formation Team 

looks forward to hearing what you have to say about our plans and what you would 

like to see offered.  

First Presbyterian, a church of ancient wisdom and youthful spirits. 

Christian Formation Team 

First Pres Food Pantry - VOLUNTEER! 

 

We are in need of some volunteers for the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month, 

as our young volunteers start soccer.  Volunteers would work in the pantry packing 

groceries and no contact with clients. Masks are a must.  Please help! 

We also have deliveries on the third and fourth Fridays of each month, and could use help 

in unloading and stocking shelves. 

Please let me know if you are available to help at any of the above times.  And thank  you! 

LuAnn  

Donation to First Pres Food Pantry 
 

A local area retired physician and friend of the Food Bank has made masks for us to sell with all 

proceeds to go to the First Pres Food Bank. 

Prior to making the masks, this MD painstakingly researched the best pattern to use - what shape, 

what fabrics, how many layers, so that she was sewing masks that could provide the best 

protection (for a washable cloth mask). 

These masks will be available for purchase beginning Easter Sunday - suggested donation $10.  They 

have been individually packaged with the size (S, L, XL) marked on bag.  You can write a check 

payable to the church noting Food Pantry in the memo section, or you can purchase with cash.  As 

we continued to social distance, exact change is required. 

Thank you! 



 

It has been the tradition at First Presbyterian Church to fill our 

chancel with spring flowers for Easter. As we continue to cope 

with our “new norm,” we are changing it up a bit. 

We are purchasing a smaller amount of spring flowers for our 

in-person Easter Service.  After Easter, the bulbs from the 

flowers (tulips, daffodils, etc.) will then be planted in our 

flowerbeds.  This will allow the beauty of the flowers to con-

tinue to uplift friends and family of First Presbyterian—inside 

and out! 

If you would like to help offset the cost of the spring flowers, 

you can make a secure donation by visiting our website at: 

firstpresracine.org, then click on the PayPal logo. From the 

drop-down list, select Seasonal Flowers.  In the notes, please 

list who the donation is in memory or in honor of, which will 

be listed in special mailing at a later date.  Suggested donation 

amount is $15.  

If you would prefer to write a check, make it payable to First 

Presbyterian Church. On the memo line, please write Seasonal 

Flowers.  Send your check to 716 College Avenue, Racine, WI  

53403, and include a note stating who you are honoring or 

remembering.  The names will be shared in at a later date. 

You are an important part of the church family.  Thank you 

for your continued support of First Presbyterian Church. 

Spring F l owers  


