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Our meeting began with prayer and our regular practice of Elders for Elders in which each 

elder is invited to share joys and concerns. 

 Dave Perkins of the Ad Hoc Investment Committee presented the Spending Policy  

devised by the committee. Three percent of the average of the net fund balances of 

the previous 12 quarters will be used during the fiscal year as budgeted. 

 Presbytery’s Committee on Transitional Ministry, CTM, approved FPC to elect a PNC. 

 Theresa Revis found two items over budgeted: water utility fees will be$3200 not 

$9000, and the credit card convenience fees will be $1680 not $2820 annually. 

 The size of the Nominating Committee (Linda Schubert, Denise Park & Jen Seversen) 

was increased to help find seven members to serve on the PNC; Christopher Hansen 

was added. 

 Session discussed how to support and encourage FPC‘s four new Initiatives 

With no other items on the agenda to address, the Session adjourned with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Debbie Yale—Clerk of Session 
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Are You Being Served? 

GREETERS 

 1
st 

Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey
 

 8
th
 Mary Lou Schuler, Sarah Seversen 

 15
th
 Jerry & Nancy Ritter

 

22
nd

 Ken Nakayama, Taylor Moulds 

29
th 

 Bev Eifert, Ginny Holle 

 

 

USHERS 

 1
st
 Steve Simpson, Larry Dickerson, 

  Zach Vollman 

 8
th
 Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell,  

  Jen Seversen 

 15
th
 Ben Neal, Bill Anderson, LuAnn Hansen

 

22
nd

 Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser, 

  Pam Wortley 

29
th 

 John & Linnea Brooke, Jeff Leavell, 

  Theo Leavell 

 

 

LITURGISTS 

 1
st
 Denise Park 

 8
th
 Jennifer Eastman 

 15
th
 Larry Dickerson

 

22
nd

 Jessica Smith 

29
th 

 Pam Wahlen 

 

 

PERK ‘N’ POUR* 

 1
st
 Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Peg Wagner 

 8
th
 Dave & Ginny Holle 

 15
th
 Todd & Jen Seversen, Ken Schacht

 

22
nd

 John & Linnea Brooke, Sharon Campbell 

29
th 

 Jerry & Nancy Ritter, Debbie Yale 

 

 

Please consider serving too!  Contact the church 

office, to add your name to the list(s). 

Tucked into the Session minutes on the cover 

of this newsletter is a wonderful bit of news. 

The Commission on Transitional Ministries 

of Milwaukee Presbytery (CTM) has ap-

proved First Presbyterian to elect a Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC). Three mem-

bers of CTM met with the Session February 

13
th
 to review our use of the Holy Cow    

survey, the results of our seven weeks of 

small group discussions and the Convergence 

Summit, our vision and mission statements, 

and our job description for the next pastor. 

Satisfied (and I think a bit impressed) with 

our work as a congregation, the CTM repre-

sentatives recommended to the full CTM 

commission at their meeting February 25
th
 

that First be cleared to elect a PNC.  

Now the Nominating Committee will go to 

work to nominate seven members to serve 

on the PNC. Ideally there will be one mem-

ber from each of the four initiatives we    

created at the Convergence Summit, one 

Deacon, one member of the Session, and 

one member-at-large from the congregation. 

And the Nominating Committee will seek   

to have a fair representation of ages and a 

balance of men and women. If a member of 

the Nominating Committee approaches you 

to be on the PNC, please give their request 

prayerful consideration. 

Once the Nominating Committee has their 

seven names, the Session will call a special 

meeting of the congregation to elect the 

PNC and commission them to their work.   

In addition to announcements in the Sunday 

bulletins and monthly newsletter, we will 

continue to post updates on the bulletin 

board in Ihrman Hall. To know where we 

are and what’s next, look for the red “You 

Are Here” sign. 

Congratulations First Presbyterian! With the 

election of the PNC you officially begin your 

search for your next installed Pastor.  



Since our visioning summit the Mission Initiative has been busy meeting and planning for the new 

year Mission activities. The Mission Initiative wishes to thank everyone in our Church Family for 

supporting the Chili Cook-off. It was a huge success. The $570.00 raised will support our Sack 

Lunch Program and the Community Meal. Thank you! The Chili was delicious! 

Our next Mission effort involves a joint church project including First Pres., Covenant, Mount 

Pleasant Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church of the Resurrection and Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church 

downtown. Since Spring of 2019, members of our Mission Initiative have been meeting with 

these other church mission leaders to identify a joint project. Our joint project is a liturgical foot 

washing at St. Luke's Church. The foot washing will take place on Maundy Thursday, April 9
th
, 

9:00
AM

 to 2:00
PM

. It has been very rewarding to share ideas and organizational tips with the   

other churches. Please stay tuned for more details concerning how you can volunteer that day. 

Until then, you can support the foot washing by donating small bottles of lotion, nail clippers, 

soap, small towels, foot powder, foot warmers and socks. These donated items will then be 

bagged on March 29
th
 here at First and handed out to people in need at the Foot Washing. Please 

support this unique joint mission effort. This is a very special opportunity to illustrate how First 

Presbyterian is committed to mission activities. See Ben Neal or Georgia Herrera for more details 

on how you can become more involved in this effort. 

On Sunday, April 19
th
, the Mission Initiative will host our annual Cuban Sandwich luncheon     

immediately following our Service. The Mission Initiative hopes to raise monies to help the     

Cuban Pastors secure their Visas to travel to the United States to continue our church partner-

ship. Pastor Ary and Pastor Beidy have utilized their 5 year Visas to travel back and forth to the 

United States. In June of 2020 their travel Visas will expire. It is not possible for the Pastors to 

renew their US Visas in Cuba. The Pastors must travel to another country to renew their U.S.   

Visas. Pastor Ary and Pastor Beidy have Canadian Passports so we hope the Pastors can travel to 

Canada to renew their US Visas. Yes, it is all very complex. Please keep the Cuban Pastors in your 

prayers along with our church family at Central Church in Matanzas. 

We have so much to be grateful for at First Presbyterian.  In the course of attending meetings to 

plan for the foot washing at St Luke’s, I have had the chance to see people in our community  

eating and communing at St. Luke’s Hospitality Center.  I always give a quiet prayer of thanks    

to all the volunteers that support the Hospitality Center. Peace and Gratitude. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Georgia L. Herrera, Mission 



On March 17
th
, we will be responsible for the Community Meal once again.  We will 

need casseroles, fresh fruit, milk, bags of lettuce, and soft white bread.  Food can be 

dropped off the mornings of Sunday the 15
th
, Monday the 16

th
, Tuesday the 17

th 
, or that 

Tuesday afternoon—2:00-4:15
PM

.  Prep will start at 2:00
PM

 at church, we move every-

thing to the meal site (1032 Grand Avenue) at 4:30
PM

. We serve the meal at 5:30
PM

.  If 

you can help in preparation, serving or donating food a sign up poster will be on the 

bulletin board in Ihrman Hall. 

 

Questions? Call Debbie Yale 262-498-8753 or 639-5004.  Thank you! 

Lots of snow and some illnesses have kept some of us indoors.  Hope you are all feeling 

better!  We will meet on Tuesday, March 31
st
 at 11:00

AM
 at church to do the card ministry 

and any newsletters that need to be mailed.  We welcome anyone who wishes to join us! 

 

As stated in the Annual Report, as women of the church we are all part of the larger group 

of Presbyterian Women of the Milwaukee Presbytery and the Synod of Lakes and Prairies, 

which our church belongs to.  In the month of March, the Presbyterian Women from all 

churches are encouraged to celebrate the gifts of women in your church.  On the next two 

pages, you will find articles that Nancy Reeser and John Brook submitted recognizing 

Nancy Buck, leader of the church Bell Choir, and a real blessing to us in so many ways. 



Look for “The Brass Plaque” to keep abreast of Memorial Committee activities. 

 

Pam Wortley has been elected chairperson of the Memorial Committee.  The chairperson 

is chosen by the committee for a term not to exceed two years. 

 

Did you attend the post Annual Meeting potluck or chili cookoff?  The dining room’s 

new lightweight round tables, stackable fabric chairs and table linens were purchased 

with memorial funds. Total cost $9,833.79. 

 

All funds for memorial gifts are used for the specific purpose you or the family designates 

or, if undesignated, supports the Church’s ministry. The committee grants memorial funds 

using the following general criteria: 

a) Will it enhance the beauty or maintain the historical value of the Church, 

b) Will it further the worship, mission or educational program of the Church, 

c) Will it be of a reasonable durability. 

 

Do you have an idea that supports the Church’s ministry but no budget and, fits the 

above criteria? Contact Pam Wortley (wortley_pj@icloud.com) or one of the committee 

members: 

 Linnea Brooke Nancy Buck 

 Royce Earnest Leah Fisher 

 LuAnn Hansen Jennifer Humphreys 

 Bob Johnson Nancy Reeser 

 Jennifer Seversen Mike Wahlen 

On Thursday, March 19
th
 at 11:30

AM
, the Senior Singles will meet at the Racine Country 

Club, 2801 Northwestern Avenue.  Please let Mary Lou Schuler or the church office know, 

if you will be attending.  Thank you! 



For Women’s History Month, we are honoring the accomplishments of Nancy Buck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1990, Nancy Buck took over for Larry Van Ess.  On June 7, 2020*, Nancy will direct 

the Bell Choir for the last time.  She will be retiring, after thirty years as our Bell Choir 

Director.  The Bell Choir typically meet weekly—fall through spring, taking a sabbatical 

during the summer months.  Nancy has demanded excellence and over the years has 

worked hard to achieve it. 

 

Nancy mentioned that she is a self-taught director.  The only instruction Nancy received 

was a Bell choir directors’ clinic, which she attended many years ago.  She believes that 

clinic was a good way to approach ways to handle and instruct players of all levels.  Her 

main concern, in recent years, was how to keep and maintain a good number of ringers. 

 

Nancy was asked to give us three highlights from her 30-year role as Bell Choir Director.  

The immediate answer was the commission of the “Celebration Tapestry,” by Kevin 

McChesney, dedicated to the memory of her daughter Suzanne Buck Chaffee.  Bell  

Choir members contributed for the commission of the piece.  Her next highlight was  

the rapport that one can feel being part of the Bell Choir.  It is a fabulous feeling of  

belonging to a family.  She said it is a great thing in which she has been a part.  Nancy’s 

last thought was the feeling of appreciation by the church members to the choir and  

her.  It’s not just about the applause, but also the support in words, which are so deeply 

appreciated. 

Submitted by 

John Brooke—Personnel Chair 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2020— 

RECOGNITION OF NANCY’S RETIREMENT TO FOLLOW 

Nancy Buck 



Bell Choir Festival—Milwaukee  

March 24, 2007 

 

How many do you recognize? 

Handbell 

Buttons 

Women’s History Month—Nancy Buck 

(continued) 

 

Under Nancy’s direction our White Chapel Handbells were increased from three to five octaves 

between 1993 and 2001 with gifts from the Memorial fund and private donations. This fact alone 

has allowed us to play pieces with more variety and a higher degree of difficulty. We played in 

several Milwaukee Area Handbell Guild concerts at Concordia University in Mequon and Wiscon-

sin Lutheran High School in Milwaukee. After auditioning, we were chosen to play the piece Cele-

bration Tapestry, which was commissioned by members of FP bell choir and  

written by well-known Handbell composer Kevin McChesney, in memory of Nancy’s daughter 

Suzanne Chaffee as a solo choir at the MAHG concert in 2011. 

 

In addition to playing once a month during church services, we have played at many church 

events. Among them are the 175
th
 Anniversary Dinner at the Racine Masonic Center in 2014  

and the wedding of members Todd and Jennifer Seversen on October 19, 2002. We rang during 

First Friday events at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on several occasions, pushing our bells down 7th 

Street. We were also asked to play at ecumenical events at St. Paul Baptist Church in Racine with 

Rev Randy Bush preaching. We played at the Wisconsin State PEO Convention at Delta Hotels by 

Marriott when Nancy served as State President of the PEO Sisterhood in 2009. 

 

As Nancy has led, the bell choir has followed gaining in confidence and musical ability. She  

always manages to pull a diverse group of people with varying musical abilities into a high  

functioning Handbell choir. We have shared the music ministry of First Presbyterian’s beautiful 

White Chapel Bells throughout Southeastern Wisconsin under Nancy’s capable, gloved hands. She 

has lived up to her name of Nancy Belle Buck by letting the bells ring!  

 

Submitted by 

Nancy Reeser— 

Archive Committee 



HEALTHY EYES 

Do your eyes have all the nutrients they need to help prevent cataracts, macular degeneration, 

glaucoma and other sight woes? But don’t count on popping a pill to get these nutrients — your 

best sources of vitamins and antioxidants are from whole foods. 

 

Kale: See the Light This leafy green is a rich source of lutein and zeaxanthin, which are related 

to Vitamin A and beta carotene, and are believed to protect eye tissues from sunlight damage, 

and reduce the risk of cataracts and macular degeneration. Other good sources include dark 

leafy vegetables such as spinach and broccoli, as well as oranges, kiwi, red grapes, mangoes, 

and honeydew melon. Your body needs fat to absorb lutein and zeaxanthin, so be sure to eat 

them with a bit of healthy fat such as olive oil or a few avocado slices. 

 

Sweet Potatoes: The Color of Health These orange tubers are a good source of beta carotene. 

Your body converts beta carotene to Vitamin A, a nutrient that helps prevent dry eyes and 

night blindness. They also help reduce the risk of eye infections.  Sweet potatoes not your     

favorite? For beta carotene, try deep orange foods, such as carrots and butternut squash, plus 

dark green foods. Liver, milk, and eggs are also great Vitamin A sources. Also beta carotene and 

Vitamin A are absorbed best with a drizzle of olive oil. 

 

Strawberries: Help You “C” Better Fresh, juicy strawberries contain plenty of Vitamin C, which is 

an antioxidant that helps lower your cataract risk. Also, load up your plate with other Vitamin C 

rich foods including bell peppers, broccoli, citrus and cantaloupe.  

 

Salmon: Goodbye, Dry Eyes Dry eyes? Eating enough omega-3 fatty acids can help alleviate the 

problem. Get some healthy fats every day in salmon or other fish, walnuts, flax and chia seeds. 

Salmon is also a good Vitamin D source, which helps protect against macular degeneration.  

You can also get Vitamin D by enjoying sardines, mackerel, milk, and orange juice fortified  

with Vitamin D.  

 

Green Tea: Antioxidant Powerhouse A cup of green tea’s antioxidants may help lower the risk 

of developing cataracts and macular degeneration. Green tea contains healthful substances 

called catechins, which are responsible for it’s anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties. 

Other foods that are high in catechins include red wine, chocolate, berries and apples. 

 

May the Lord richly bless your Lenten journey, and all of your health choices. 

Peggy Taylor, RN—Parish Nurse 



The Building Community Initiative will 

be hosting "Walk & Talk," on Wednesdays, 

1:15-2:15
PM

.  We will walk for no more 

than an hour, initially staying indoors.    

We invite everyone to participate in this 

weekly event.  As the weather improves, 

the walks will be outdoors—a great way  

to meet the neighbors!  Following the 

walks, we hope to have a brief fellowship 

time (hence, the talk part of the name!) 

 

Join us any Wednesday for Walk & Talk!  

UN-Official start date was Wed., Feb. 26
th
!  

Official start date is Wed., Mar. 11
th
. 

Happy Birthday! 

 8 Jim Eastman 

 9 Ginny Holle 

 13 Linnea Brooke 

  Barbara Earnest 

 14 Janice Teichert 

 17 Ed Lehmann 

 18 Zach Vollman 

 24 Jeff Leavell 

 26 LuAnn Hansen 

 28 Mary Eastman 

  Dean LaMarr 

 31 Myrna Kryger 

Happy Anniversary! 

Harold & Mary Ralston 

March 27, 1959 

Jim & Georgia Hall 

March 29, 1975 



 

Chris Paulson, Executive Director, of the  

Racine Heritage Museum with the help of 

Preservation Racine, Professional Women’s 

Network for Service, and First Presbyterian 

Church submitted an application for inclusion 

of the First Presbyterian Church of Racine,  

Wisconsin into the National Parks Services 

“National Underground Railroad Network  

to Freedom” program. On Feb. 10, 2020  

we received a Certificate of Acceptance  

which says, “The National Park Service has 

evaluated this SITE as making a significant  

contribution to the understanding of the  

Underground Railroad in American history  

and meets the requirements for inclusion  

in the National Underground Railroad  

Network to Freedom.” 

 

Chris Paulson is preparing a booklet which 

summarizes First Presbyterian Church’s  

connection to Underground Railroad.   

A public announcement and presentation  

ceremony will take place at a later date. 

 

The September and October 2019 First Pres 

Monthly – History Nook reported information 

about the Underground Railroad and Joshua 

Glover. Following is some additional infor-

mation on William Harrison Waterman: 

In 1915, author Eugene Leach identified  

William H. Waterman, S. B. Peck, Dr. Secor 

and others as men that “were known as those 

who could be treated with information con-

cerning the operation of the “road” and who 

could be depended upon to do all in their 

power to help along a fugitive slave. Few  

people knew at the time that they were so  

engaged for “the penalties of the law, the  

 

 

 

 

contempt of neighbors and the espionage of 

persons interested in the return of fugitives 

to slavery made secrecy necessary”. Their 

names now constitute a roll of honor for 

their children and for the city and county of 

Racine”. Leach, “Racine County Militant 

…,”- page 22 

 

William H. Waterman arrived in Racine in 

January 1836. He was a merchant and in 

1851 was the fourth Mayor of Racine.  

William Waterman and his family were  

living in Racine in 1854. Mrs. Caroline  

Waterman (Ainsworth) joined our church  

on May 2, 1851. William Waterman was  

appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs 

for the Washington Territory in 1864, by 

President Abraham Lincoln. 

 

“S.M. Booth, editor of the Milwaukee Free 

Democrat, Charles Clement, of the Racine 

Advocate, W. H. Waterman, and George  

S. Wright, were arrested for aiding and  

abetting the rescue of Glover. Booth was 

subsequently discharged by the Supreme 

Court of Wisconsin, on the ground that the 

Fugitive Slave Law is unconstitutional.”  

Wilbur H. Siebert Collection Anti-Slavery 

Tracts excerpt, the Fugitive Slave Law and  

its Victims, (Wisconsin: Dane Co.) Joshua 

Glover Case, March 1854, From Anti-Slavery 

Tracts. No. 15 New Series, The Fugitive Slave 

Law and Its Victims. Revised and Enlarged 

Edition. New York: 1861. 

 

Dave Holle, Archives  

HISTORY NOOK 

 

National Parks Service—Certificate of 

Acceptance—National Underground 

Railroad Network to Freedom 



The Spirit Sings! 

Saturday, March 21, 2020, 7:00
PM

 

First Presbyterian Church, Racine 

 

 

(Racine, WI – February 21, 2020) The Choral Arts Society of Southeastern Wisconsin (CAS) 

will present The Spirit Sings, an exploration of sacred music from ancient chants to modern 

praise music, on Saturday, March 21
st
 at 7:00

PM
—First Presbyterian Church, 716 College Ave., 

Racine, WI. The 60 voices of CAS will be supported in this wide variety of inspirational music 

by the fine pipe organ and piano at First Presbyterian, and by a praise band featuring some of 

our best local musicians. 

 

Spirituality and song have long been closely connected. People the world over have ex-

pressed religious devotion by lifting their voices together in song. The human need to give 

voice to faith has inspired some of our most cherished music. CAS is excited to bring this 

beauty, warmth, and encouragement to our community as we anticipate spring.  

 

This historical journey through sacred music will take the listener from the 11
th
 century Easter 

chant “Victimae Paschali Laudes” to contemporary favorites such as “Garments of Praise.” 

Along the way, works from great composers such as Palestrina, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, 

Faure, and Vaughan Williams will be presented. America will be well represented, including 

the Shaker song “Bow down Low” and Glenn Burleigh’s delightful gospel “Gloria” from  

Alpha Mass. Classic hymns such as “A Mighty Fortress,” “Praise to the Lord” and “Abide  

with Me” will invite audience participation. 

 

All the guest musicians are talented and accomplished. Gregory Berg will contribute his excel-

lent piano and organ playing. The praise band members have joined with CAS for several 

other concerts, including The Cry. Rebecca Engstrom – Violin/Vocals, Talia Engstrom – Vocals, 

Leif Olson – Guitar/Vocals, Mary Skop – Keyboard/Vocals, and John Traylor – Drums, are 

sure to inspire.  

 

The Choral Arts Society is a volunteer, auditioned community chorus. CAS celebrates the  

human spirit through choral music. In an atmosphere of fellowship and collaboration, the 

CAS fosters the creative talents of musicians and composers. The CAS partners with others 

who share our passion for artistic excellence. Please visit www.choralartsonline.org.  

 

Tickets: Adults $15 in advance/$17 at the door, Seniors $12 in advance/$14 at the door,  

Students $5. Advance tickets available at Personal Touch Florists in Racine at 5445 Spring St., 

or online at www.choralartsonline.org, or at the door.   Contact CAS at 262-634-3250 or  

admin@choralartsonline.org 

 

This season was supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from 

the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. This concert was supported 

in part by a grant from the Col. L.C. Christensen Charitable and Religious Foundation. 

 

Julia Suchy, Administrator, Choral Arts Society of Southeastern Wisconsin 

https://messyprofessor.com/about/
http://www.choralartsonline.org
http://www.choralartsonline.org


 On Thursdays, at 5:00
PM

, the Building Community Initiative is hosting a weekly Lenten 

Dinner.  These light dinners are a gift for all—a gift of a meal prepared with love;  a gift of 

coming together to talk, share, and laugh; a gift of time out of our everyday routines so 

we can reflect on all that we have in common.  The light meals are being held on the six 

Thursdays during Lent, 5:00-5:55
PM

 in Ihrman Hall.  To get a head count for meals, please 

let us know if you will be attending, along with which dinner(s).  Contact the office—

262.632.1686 or office@firstpresracine.org. 

 Also on Thursdays during Lent, there will be a weekly Taizé service in our chapel at 

6:00
PM

.  What is Taizé worship?  Taizé music emphasizes simple phrases, usually lines from 

Psalms or other pieces of scripture, repeated and sometimes sung in a canon. Taizé worship 

is more than music. Scripture, prayer, and silence come together in the Taizé experience to 

create a simple, deep encounter with God.  For more information about Taizé worship, 

you can visit the international website for the Taizé community: https://www.taize.fr/en. 

 Please join us on Sunday, April 5
th
, for Palm Sunday worship.  (Communion will not be   

serviced this Sunday) 

 On Thursday, April 9th, 9:00
AM

 to 3:00
PM

, the Mission Initiative, along with several other 

churches, are co-hosting the Maundy Thursday Foot Care Clinic.  The clinic will offer foot 

baths, diabetic foot exams and more. These basic services will be offered to the public at 

no cost.  These services are being offered at St. Luke's as a way of honoring the age-old  

tradition of ceremonial foot washing that is done in many churches on the Thursday before 

Easter in remembrance of Christ's washing of the Apostles feet. 

 That same evening, at 6:30
PM

, we will have Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service with  

communion. 

 The sanctuary at First Presbyterian Church will be open to the public from noon to 3:00
PM

 

on Good Friday, April 10
th
.  During those hours, we invite you to come, sit in the silence 

and pray as you choose.   

We are in need of hosts to greet people, direct them to the sanctuary and invite them to 

pray or meditate during this time.  If you can help out, please contact Shelley.  Thank you! 

 And all are welcome to join us on Easter Sunday, April 12th, for our Easter worship. 


