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‘Tis the season of gratitude and joy
-for Christ with and in us to free us 
from all that dehumanizes us and 
to make us the glorious, little-less-
than-the-angels people God knows 
us to be; gratitude and joy for   

family and friends with whom we share life in all its ups  
and downs; gratitude and joy for worthy labors, paid and 
unpaid, that bring life and joy to others; and gratitude     
and joy for our church where we  gather to worship, to     
be renewed, and to be shaped to be the body of Christ     
in the world. 

In the spirit of gratitude and joy, I want to use this news-
letter article to thank all those who labored in love to add 
something extra to our life together as First Presbyterian 
and to share God’s good news with others beyond our 
membership. In particular, I want to thank those who made 
the DriveTime Devotionals for Advent and Christmas, and 
the cast and crew of our Journey to Bethlehem production. 

For the DriveTime Devotional: Readers:  Alejandro     
Alumbreros, Ben Wahlen, Fumi Nakayama, James Muir, 
and Ko Kryger. Musicians: Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger, the 
Chancel Choir, the Bell Choir and the Recorder Ensemble. 
And recorders and music mixers: Ken Nakayama, Steve 
Comeau, and Shelley Maurer. 
 
For the Journey to Bethlehem production: 
Jerusalem Marketplace 
 Peggy Taylor: Census Taker 
 Andy Park: Assistant Census Taker,  
 Tax Collector: LuAnn Hansen  
 Prophet: Ruby Seaton 
 Street Urchin and pickpocket: Dominic Pina 
 Autumn Eifert and Juanita Clobes: Guards  
  to Herod’s Palace 
 

 

In Herod’s Palace 
 Beth Shelton: Konar the Noble 
 Maggie McDonough: the Rabbi 
 Sarah Seversen: King Herod 
 

Bill Andersen, Denise Park, and Mac MacCaughey: Magi 
Pam Simpson: Guard at the Gate into Bethlehem 
Elie Hunt and David Easley: Shemen and Hemen,  
 Bethlehem Elders 
Linda Schubert: Bethlehem Bread Merchant 
Ken Schacht and Larry Dickerson: Shepherds 
Maleah Pina and Ruby Seaton: Angel 
Christopher and Maria Hansen: Joseph and Mary 
Megan Griffith, Arriana Gronholm, and Sharon Campbell: 
 Guides 
Royce Earnest, Deb Yale, Ken Schacht: Set Design 
Bill Andersen, LuAnn Hansen, Amanda Grunewald:  
 Costumes 
Ginny and Dave Holle, Bonnie Eastman, Nancy Reeser:  
 Refreshments 
Pat Badger, Jen Seversen, John Brooke and Matt  
 Oscarson: Period Music, with guest tambourine  
 virtuoso: Marge Henze 
Steve Simpson: Official Roman Elevator Operator and  
 general set-up 
Kate Gleason and Julia Reeser, Childcare 
Jen and Todd Seversen, Video and Still Photography 
Theresa Revis: Prepared gift bags for children 
Shelley Mauer and LuAnn Hansen: Publicity 
Sharon Campbell and Denise Park: Recruited  
 representatives from area charities for our  
 Alternative Market 
 
Thank you, all of you, for sharing your talents to tell the   
story of Christ’ birth in most engaging ways 
 
Pr Mark  



Session Notes from November 2019 

Our meeting began with our regular practice of Elders for 
Elders in which each elder is invited to share joys and    
concerns and then we pray for one another and our church. 

Business items included: 

 Receiving the treasurer’s report via email 

 Follow up to discussion about a request for using our 
parking lot; request has been withdrawn 

 Christmas DriveTime Devotionals have been recorded 
and put on the website 

 Initiatives that came out of the reVision small groups study 
will be launched after Christmas 

 All mission endeavors will be under Mission Committee 

 Personnel Committee will discuss viability of additional 
staff for visitation and youth/education 

 Pat Badger is compiling ideas & insights from the Conver-
gence Summit to be used to write our narrative for COM 

 Begin updating our by-laws after the first of the year 

With no other items on the agenda to address, Session   
adjourned with prayer. 

Things to Note 

 5th Roberta Moulds 
 9th Nancy Tobias 
  Tammy LaMarr 
  Joshua Nitz 
 10th Kay Mahl 
  Sarah Seversen 
 12th Logan Lehmann 
 14th Pam Wortley 
  John Daniels 
  Amanda Grunewald 
 20th Lissy Blandford 
 22nd Cheryl Nitz 
 23rd Janet Hoffman 
  John Brooke 
 24th Shawna Lehmann 
 26th Dennis Reeser 
 28th Julia Reeser 
 31st Ben Wahlen 

Happy Birthday 

Larry & Ellen Cardwell 
January 1, 1983 

Michael & Amanda Grunewald 
January 6, 2018 

Les & Ann Lucareli 
January 9, 1953 

Dave & Ellen Easley 
January 26, 1966 

Happy Anniversary 

• Jan 1st – Office Closed 

• Jan 8th – Annual Reports Due 

• Jan 10th – FirstPres Book Club 

• Jan 14th  Deacons Meeting  

• Jan 17th  Trauma-Informed Care Seminar 

• Jan 21st Session Meeting 

• Jan 22nd Continuum of Care/Point in Time 

• Jan 23rd Senior Singles 

• Jan 24th – Newsletter Deadline 

• Jan 28th – Daytime Circle Ministry 



 

The Food Pantry has now been open for 4½ years. We 
have served over 3500 clients or 80 to 120 per month. 
Some months are slower due to tax refund season and 
the weather. A majority of our clients walk and are    
recurring. We average about 6-10 new families a week. 

The Food Pantry has changed hours from two days a 
week to one day a week. We are now only open on 
Wednesdays for 4-7 pm. Part of this was due to the lack 
of volunteers. We have since picked up new volunteers 
from outside our congregation. Four of these are high 
school students from Prairie School. We know that      
as our congregation ages, we will lose some of our   
volunteers, so we are looking at ways to get outside 
help. If you know of someone who would like to help 
please have them contact the church. 

We are a much needed pantry in the downtown area. 
The closest pantry to us is on Grand Avenue. While that 
may not seem like a long way to go, it is only a couple 
more blocks, many of our clients are not as ambulatory 
as we are and it is a long way to go.  We are also the 
only pantry open at night. Most of the pantries are open 
mornings or afternoons. We do have some clients that 
work and this helps them out. 

On December 4th, we were inspected by the State of 
Wisconsin. We had some violations that need to be  
corrected. Most of the corrections are simple to do. The 
most difficult correction is to reorganize the storage 
room. We need to be able to use first come products. 
This means that when boxes or jars are  delivered, they 
must be dated and stored in such a way that we can get 
at the ones that are the oldest. We have not done a 
good job of this over this past year. There is a plan for 
correcting this; however, it will take some manpower to 
move the boxes. 

 

 

 

Corrections that need to be made: 

 Working thermometers for inside the refrigerators and 
freezers. Also logging the temperatures at least once 
a month. 

 Cleaning the pantry and logging in the date that it was 
cleaned and list the person who did so. 

 Update the paperwork to use the most current forms 
sent by the state. 

 Make sure that we do Civil Rights Training for all new 
volunteers and document when this was done. Also to 
repeat the training every year. Also have volunteers 
sign a confidentiality form agreeing not to share 
names of clients outside of the pantry. 

 Make sure food is properly labeled if repackaged. 

 Increase the quantity of food that is given. 

 Verify that what is ordered is actually delivered. 

 Post State of Wisconsin signs that give important   
information to the clients. 

 Consider becoming a choice pantry - requires extra 
volunteers and small grocery carts. 

 Work with church custodian to keep the floors of the 
pantry clean. 

 Train someone to help with the computer program. 

To do some of the corrections, I need to be able to 
spend some of the money that is in the Food Pantry   
account. 

 Shelving for the storage area to properly organize it— 
approximately $500. 

 A large and small bulletin board for the hallway to post 
the required forms. This would need to be hung on the 
walls and requires holes in the walls. The boards 
would cost less than $100. 



FOOD PANTRY—continued 

This has been a mission that is necessary in our city and 
time well spent by our members who can help. I have  
enjoyed my time with working at the food pantry and want 
to see it continue. It is always amazing that the people we 
serve bless us and thank us for what we can provide. 

We do continue to need the support of the congregation 
in providing soup, Mac and Cheese, bath soap, and toilet 
paper. Sometimes we have cleaning supplies for them as 
well. Whether it is a monetary support or you purchase 
the items yourself, we gratefully appreciate it. 

To find out ways to volunteer, please see me. 

LuAnn Hansen, Food Pantry Chair 

Note:  Beginning in January, the Food Pantry delivery will 
be the third Friday of the month. 

This year the deacons chose to give food baskets to 
families from Julian Thomas School and to families 
recommended by church members. We were able to 
provide baskets to 35 families at Julian Thomas. 
We continue to provide visitations to many of our 
congregation to just visit or to give communion. We 
have tried to contact some members but do not get 
a response. If your number has changed or you now 
have an email please let the church know so we can 
contact you. 
 
We are also in the process of working on how to 
transport some members who would like to come to 
church but do not drive. These are members who 
live alone or are in nursing homes. If you would like 
to help with this or need a ride, please contact one 
of the Deacons or call the church office. 
 
The Deacons hope everyone stays well and safe 
this holiday season. Merry Christmas! 

Ring Out, Wild Bells 
by Alfred Tennyson 
 
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
The flying cloud, the frosty light; 
The year is dying in the night; 
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 
 
Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 
The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
 
Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 
For those that here we see no more, 
Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 
Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 
Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
And ancient forms of party strife; 
Ring in the nobler modes of life, 
With sweeter manners, purer laws. 
 
Ring out the want, the care the sin, 
The faithless coldness of the times; 
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes, 
But ring the fuller minstrel in. 
 
Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
The civic slander and the spite; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 
 
Ring out old shapes of foul disease, 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 
Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
 
Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 



The next Community Meal is Tues., Jan. 21, 2020.  
We will need donations of casseroles, milk, bags 
of fresh fruit and lettuce, and bread. We start prep-
ping at 2:00PM at church and take everything to the 

meal site, 1032 Grand Avenue, at 4:30PM.  

Volunteers eat at 5:00 and we serve dinner from 
5:30 to 6:15PM. We can always use help preparing 

and serving and we would love to have you! 

Questions? Call Debbie Yale at 498-8753 (cell) or 

639-5004. 

Community Meal Music & More! 
The 2nd Annual Music & More Holiday Sing-Along Concert 
was great fun on Saturday evening, December 7th. Pat 
Badger arranged an excellent program featuring song leader 
Mark Paffrath, The Brass Knuckles, organist Valerie Floeter, 
and backup singers from The Choral Arts Society and First 
Pres. The audience sang enthusiastically, and four or five 
couples even got up from their seats to dance to one of the 

tunes! 

Attendees were very generous, filling the offering baskets 
with cash and purchasing boxes of handcrafted Christmas 
cookies. We made about $3,000 which was split between 
our three M&M youth music scholarships (in honor of      
Rev. Randy Bush, and in memory of Mearl Mahl and Mia 
Guion), and Bethany Apartments, our neighbor at 8th and 
Wisconsin Avenue, where women and children who have 

suffered abuse or violence are given a safe place to heal. 

Many people contributed to the success of this concert! 

 Thank you to the musicians and singers! 

 Thank you to the attendees and donors! 

 Thank you to our cookie bakers:  Meg Daniels, Betsy 
Walton, Judy Rowland, Mary Lou Schuler, Royce       
Earnest, Cindy Rhein, Camille Guion, Kate Gleason, Pam 
Simpson, Sandy Baugh. 

 Thank you to our cookie box packers: Jen Seversen,   
Kathi Wilson, and Pat Badger. 

 Thank you to our reception cookie bakers: Denise Park, 
Bonnie Eastman, Beth Shelton, Lissy Blandford, Linnea 
Brooke, Diane Lehmann, Ginny Holle, Nancy Reeser,    
Vi Shufelt, Debbie Yale, Sandra Hopkins, and Linda 
Schubert. 

 Thank you to our volunteers: Linnea Brooke, John 
Brooke, Elie Hunt, Kay Mahl, Nancy Reeser, Linda  
Schubert, Victoria Vollman, Kathi Wilson, Pete Wilson, 
and Debbie Yale. 

 Special thanks to Shelley Maurer, Theresa Revis, Dodie 
Kerkman, Steve Comeau, and the Buildings & Grounds 

crew. 

Happy New Year! 

M&M Special Edition Committee 
Georgia Hall, Kathi Wilson, and Pat Badger  

We will meet on Fri,, Jan. 10th—1:00PM, at Parkview 
One, 5215 Douglas Ave, Racine, in the Community 

Room.  Light Lunch....please bring food to share.  

Book we will be discussing:  The Book of Joy by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama..  
This is a wonderful book filled with wisdom, practic-

es for love, healing,  forgiveness and celebration.  

RSVP:  Ellen Cardwell, 262-639-2158 

Please join us on Thurs., Jan. 23rd - 11:30AM  
Racine Country Club - Grill Room 

2801 Northwestern Avenue 
(Pay by cash or credit card!) 

 

RSVP by noon on Tues, Jan. 21st 
Call 262.632.1686 or email: 
office@firstpresracine.org 

Senior Singles 

Sack Lunch 
Sat., Feb. 1st - Noon  

First United Methodist Church 
745 Main Street * Racine 

Daytime Circle 
Tues., Jan. 28th at noon— 

Newsletter Prep and Card Ministry 

 

We invite you to join us for fellowship and fun! 

FirstPres Book Club 



LEISURE 
 
What kind of leisure activities do you like to do?  Leisure 
time allows us to be freer, and have more fun, to be able to 
experience the world through the eyes of a child.  That’s the 
secret.  Even Jesus told the disciples that they should let 
the little children come to him...for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs (Mark 10:13-16).  Experiencing 
the world through the eyes of a child allows us to be        
excited, to be full of wonder, and to be open to what       
may come our way. 
 
According to Joyce Rupp, a religious writer, “when we lose 
sight of our inner child, we lose a beautiful and essential 
part of our self.  We become serious and competitive.  We 
get our applause by working hard or by living up to other’s 
expectations.  Much of the joy is missed.” Jesus always 
took time out for leisure.  He realized the joy and wonders 
of children, and welcomed them to be with him to lift His 
spirit. 
 
It doesn't matter what leisure activity we are doing.       
What does matter is that we are taking the time to enjoy  
the process; that we are grateful for the gift of life, and    
encounter our day with a happy heart.  We are all part       
of God’s playground,” Rupp says. 
 
Enjoy yourself in God’s playground! 
 
May your New Year be blessed with the joy of knowing how 
very precious you are to Jesus. 
 
Peggy Taylor RN 
Parish Nurse 

Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 
good like medicine” 

 7 Essential Elements of Trauma 
Informed Care 
 
On January 17th 8:00AM to 12:30PM in the 
Chapel, I will be presenting a seminar 
on Trauma Informed Care. This topic 
concerns mental health issues and the 
results of trauma in various persons, 
how to recognize this trauma and identi-
fy steps and skills to work with someone 
that suffers from trauma. I encounter 
many persons in the family court system 
and in the overall community that suffer 
from trauma. 
 
Trauma is a very important issue for our 
service delivery and mission here at 
church. Learning more about trauma 
could be very helpful in your work place, 
community and beyond. Please join me 
for this presentation of the 7 essential 
elements of Trauma Informed Care. You 
are all welcome.  
 
RSVP to: georgia.herrera@wicourts.gov 
if you are able to join me. Hope to see 
you. 
 
Georgia L. Herrera 



LINK: We have loaned out 25 instruments this school year from the Lonely Instruments Need Kids (LINK) program.  
This year many young children are asking to begin violin lessons and we have a real need for the smallest begin-
ning violins.  The RAC has purchased 8 of the smallest violins and have organized our loan program to receive 
these instruments back as children upgrade to the next size violin. 
 
ArtStart: This program gives us the opportunity to work with the underserved people in our community.  The mural 
for the Racine Youthful Offender Correctional Facility is finished and I had the opportunity to congratulate Tonee 
Smith on his artwork.  He will be released in February and I encouraged him to continue creating art with his talents.   
HALO received a Potawatomi Grant for a collaboration with the Racine Arts Council and we have many projects 
lined up for 2020 and will be working with First Presbyterian on many of these events.  
 
               Inmate Mural Project                        Potawatomi HALO/RAC/FPC  

                                            
                                                                                RAC BOD Kadian Edwards and her children Samantha and Victoria                  
                                                                                     make sandwiches for HALO with First Pres youth, Malia and Sara. 

 
Sun Ray Pedal Art Car will have a new home at The Rita entrance at UW-Parkside and will be moved soon.  
Thanks to First Presbyterian Church for your enthusiastic response to this piece of sculpture by local artist Bill Reid. 
 
Women’s Resource Center 
The Racine Arts Council had a request for needed art supplies.  We have made a large donation for these materi-
als.  I will be putting a donation box in Ihrman Hall if you would like to donate art supplies to the Women’s Resource 
Center.  I will deliver them as a representative of FP. 
If you would like to make a year end donation, we are a 501(c)3 non-profit.  We are very grateful for your support! 
 
May Art and Music bring you joy today!  
Kathi Wilson, Executive Director, RAC 



Recently John Brooke, Chair of FPC Building and Grounds Committee, spoke about the hidden treasures 

of our church. Places that many of us never see in our day to day activities. 

He mentioned the attic which he described as a reverse ship, the bell and steeple with it’s rickety stairs 
and the intricacies of the front door. I would add one more, the tunnel. The tunnel which was created in the 
1960’s has helped many a bride go from the parlor where she changed into her gown to the sanctuary 

without braving the elements or having an encounter with the groom before her walk down the aisle. 

As we begin our 181st year, I look forward to the hidden treasures and unseen paths that lie before us. 

Nancy Reeser 
Archive Committee 

The photo to the 
immediate right, of  
Dave Holle and the 
bell, is printed with 
the permission of  
Mark Hertzberg © 

Photos of the attic  
(left & right) and the 
tunnel (lower right) 
were taken by Nancy 
Reeser. 



GREETERS 
 5th Bev Eifert, Mary Eastman 
 12th Vivian Clark, Jim Muir 
19th  Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 
26th  Leah Fisher, Mary Lou Schuler 
 

USHERS 
 5th John & Linnea Brooke,  
  Bud Eastman, LuAnn Hansen 
 12th Denise Park, Bill & Lissy Blandford,  
  Ken Schacht 
19th  Steve Simpson, Zach Vollman, 
  Tony Aiello 
26th  Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell,  
  Jeff Leavell, Jen Seversen 
 

LITURGISTS 
 5th Larry Dickerson 
 12th Jenny Eastman 
19th  Nancy Buck 
26th  Denise Park 
 

PERK ‘N’ POUR 
 5th Bev Eifert, Elaine Jacobson 
 12th Peggy Wagner, Dennis & Nancy Reeser 
19th  Sharon Campbell, Dave & Ginny Holle 
26th  Royce & Barbara Earnest,  
  Dave & Nicole Higgs 

PLEASE NOTE:  The deadline for February’s newsletter will be Fri., Jan. 24th at 8:00PM.  Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP 
If you haven’t done so already, your stewardship 
form should be turned in to the office by 9:00AM 
Mon., Dec. 23, 2019.   
 
You can drop it off or email it to Theresa’s  
attention at:  fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 
 

A BIT OF A FACE-LIFE 
In January, our dining hall on the lower level will 
be getting a fresh coat of paint, new round tables 
and padded chairs! 
 
If you are in need of a heavy-duty folding table or 
some folding chairs, beginning Thurs., Jan. 2nd, 
they will be available—free for the taking.  If 
interested, you are responsible for picking them  
up from the church.  The office hours are Monday 
thru Thursday from 5:30AM to noon and Friday 
from 5:30AM to 11:30AM. 
 
Although the tables are heavy, they’re great  
to have on hand for rummage sales, family  
gatherings or to leave up in the basement for a 
laundry table. 
 
 

2020 PER CAPITA 
Presbytery has set the per capita amount  for 
2020 — $38.25 per person.  You can pay by 
check or pay online at http://firstpresracine.org/
give-now, then click on the “hands” to be taken to 
our safe and easy online giving. 


