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A NEW LOOK—The downstairs dining room is spruced up with new tables, chairs, paint and 

artwork.  Ozella’s exhibit has been cleaned and rehung.  Fourteen (14) original watercolor 

Marge Henze paintings have been installed as a permanent exhibit showcasing the talent of a 

long-time dedicated and faithful member.  A big thankyou to William Bruce, Madison for the 

donation of all matts and backboard, Tradewinds Picture Framing, Milwaukee for a 50% 

donation in cost of frames/glass and to Jana McLaughlin, Racine for helping me to mat and 

frame these beautiful pieces.  Thanks Marge, we honor your beautiful creations! 

 

The MUSIC AND ART INITIATIVE is hosting an exhibit, “Cool Art by Young People” in the 

Chapel Gallery the months of March & April.  The Prairie School, Julian Thomas Middle 

School, Racine Youthful Offender Correctional Facility & First Pres Youth will be featured.   

If you are a young person and have some cool artwork: pottery, jewelry, painting, drawings, 

paper mache or anything else, please bring it to the First Pres Chapel Gallery on Sunday,  

February 16 at 8:30
AM

.  See Kathi Wilson for any questions. director@racineartscouncil.org 

 

The MISSION INITIATIVE is hosting the Chili Cook-off, Sunday February 16
th
 in our newly  

renovated downstairs dining room.  You will not want to miss this! 

mailto:director@racineartscouncil.org


ASHES TO GO!—Pastor Mark will be standing outside our church the morning of Ash 

Wednesday, February 26
th
, from 7:45

AM
 to 8:45

AM
, to offer ashes for those who work 

or travel through downtown. 

Enter the parking lot from Park Avenue, pull up by the double doors for your ashes 

and a prayer from Pastor Mark and exit onto College Avenue. It's that easy!  And, 

while it lasts, we will supply you with a hot cup of coffee to go. 

The idea for "Ashes to Go" was developed by the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago.    

Clergy stood outside their churches and at train stations and offered the imposition  of 

ashes to commuters.  As they say on their website, https://ashestogo.org, “Those who 

had no time to attend services or had forgotten about the tradition were delighted to 

receive ashes with a prayer a s they began their day.  Many responded with tears or 

smiles of gratitude that the church would come to them.”  

TAIZÉ SERVICES—Thursday evenings during Lent, at 6:00
PM

, beginning February 27
th
 

thru April 2
nd

, 

What is Taizé worship?  Taizé music emphasizes simple phrases, usually lines from 

Psalms or other pieces of scripture, repeated and sometimes sung in canon.  But Taizé 

worship is more than music.  The scripture, prayer, and silence come together in the 

Taizé experience to create a simple, deep encounter with God.   

For more information about Taizé worship, you can visit the international website for 

the Taizé community:  https://www.taize.fr/en.   Better yet, come experience it for 

yourself firsthand! 

 



GREETERS 

 2
nd 

Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

 9
th
 Ken Nakayama, tbd 

16
th
  Mary Eastman, Bev Eifert 

23
rd
  Leah Fisher, Mary Lou Schuler 

 

USHERS 

 2
nd 

Ben Neal, Bill Anderson, David Griffith, 

  Michael Griffith 

 9
th
 Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser, 

  Pam Wortley 

16
th
  John & Linnea Brooke, Bud Eastman, 

  LuAnn Hansen 

23
rd
Denise Park, Bill & Lissy Blandford, 

  Ken Schacht 

 

LITURGISTS 

 2
nd 

Denise Park 

 9
th
 LuAnn Hansen 

16
th
  Royce Earnest 

23
rd
Linda Schubert 

 

PERK ‘N’ POUR* 

 2
nd 

Ken Schacht, Todd & Jen Seversen 

 9
th
 Mary Lou Schuler, John & Linnea Brooke 

16
th
  Debbie Yale, Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

23
rd
Bev Eifert, Elaine Jacobson 

 

 

*Please Note:  Thanks goes to all who have 

done Perk ‘n Pour during the past year and even 

longer for many of them.  These wonderful vol-

unteers prepare the coffee and other beverages 

and treats that we all enjoy after church as well 

as the clean-up afterwards. There is always need 

for new people who can help with this!    

 

Please consider it and contact Ginny Holle, 

262.884.0230 or dholle@wi.rr.com, if you can 

help out!   The new schedule for Perk ‘n Pour 

volunteers begins March 1, 2020. 

 3 Bill Anderson 

  Kate Gleason 

 5 Gloria Flynn 

 6 Jim Hall 

 8 Bonnie Eastman 

 16 Bob Johnson 

 18 Fumi Nakayama 

 19 Nancy Buck 

 20 David Higgs 

 21 Megan Griffith 

  Nicholas Hansen 

  Catherine Neal 

 26 Marilyn MacCaughey 

  Beth Shelton 

 28 Louise Shapley 

Happy Birthday! 

Tina Kopacz started working Tuesday, 

January 7, 2020, as our new sexton.  She 

was born and raised in Milwaukee.  Tina 

and her husband live on an old farm in 

Greenfield.  To keep them company, they 

have two children and two dogs.  Tina 

loves crafting, gardening and jazz.  She is 

very handy fixing things and painting.   

Tina will assist on keeping our inside and 

outside flowers healthy and watered.  She 

will also assist with several others as our 

event supervisor. 

 

Please join us in welcoming her to First 

Pres! 

 

John Brooke, 

Personnel Chair 



Recurring Events 

Sundays: 

8:30AM—Confirmation 

Reboot (Chapel) 

10:45AM—Confirmation 

Class (Pastor's study) 

 

Wednesdays: 

12:00PM—Bible Study 

(Ihrman Hall) 

4:00-7:00PM—FirstPres 

Food Pantry 

5:30-6:30PM—Yoga 

7:00PM—Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

Luke 1:37 KJV 

“For with God nothing 

shall be impossible. 

“God said to Elijah, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain 

before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.’ Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 

mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, 

but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and 

after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the 

fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.” I Kings 

19:11 & 12 

“Freedom from noise and goal-directed tasks, it appears, 

unites the quiet without and within, allowing our 

conscious workspace to do its thing, to weave ourselves 

into the world, to discover where we fit in. That’s the 

power of silence.” Excerpted from “This Is Your Brain on 

Silence” by Daniel Gross in Nautilus: Issue 16.  

Last year for the season of Lent, we studied “The Last 

Week” by Marcus Borg and Dominic Crossan, exploring 

the actions of Jesus in his last week, from Palm Sunday 

through Easter Sunday. This year we will try something 

more experiential. Every Thursday evening, beginning at 

5:15, we will begin with supper and conversation, 

drawing from some of the questions and discussion 

topics in our reVision small groups from last November. 

Then, at 6:00, we will move to the Chapel for a service 

of Taize prayers. For those who have not experienced a 

Taize service, it is a time of singing simple, chantlike 

songs interspersed with times of silence.  

Freeing ourselves from noise and goal-directed tasks, we, 

like Elijah, will listen for the still small voice of God. 

Lent 2020: Six weeks of food for our bodies, 

conversation to feed our minds and warm our hearts, 

and time and space to listen for the voice of God to 

nurture and inspire our souls. 

This Lent, may we fast from noise and distraction that 

we may feast our souls on the Spirit of God. 

Pr Mark  



 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE, WISCONSIN – TRUSTEES AND INCORPORATION 

On Wednesday, February 13, 1839, twenty-two people met in an old store building being used as a 

school, on the west side of today’s Main Street, between State and Second street.  Alfred Cary was ap-

pointed clerk.  A motion was made to vote whether to form a Presbyterian or a Congregational church.  

The vote was 15-7 in favor of a Presbyterian church.  This is the date First Presbyterian Church was found-

ed.  Three elders, Herman Rice, Joel Sage, and Alfred Cary were elected to the Session.  The church initial-

ly joined the Milwaukee Convention.  The Milwaukee Convention was a religious association which held 

common beliefs rather than a parent organization.  

TRUSTEES—On November 30, 1839, Session passed a resolution to appoint a committee to draft a Consti-

tution and Rules for the Organization of a Religious Society in connection with the Presbyterian church.  

As written on the first page of the Trustee Minutes 1839 to 1867, “At a meeting of the citizens of Racine 

held in the evening of the 23th of December, 1839 for the purpose of organizing a Religious Society in 

connection with the Presbyterian Church, for the maintenance of the ordinances of the Gospel among us – 

Roswell Morris was chosen Chairman and Thomas Wright secretary – at which meeting a society was duly 

organized by a vote of the persons present under the following Constitution ….”  A full copy of the Con-

stitution can be found on the First Presbyterian Church web site under Archives – Our History.  The Con-

stitution explained how the financial or secular matters of the Church would work and the first Trustees 

were elected as a separate Board. The Board of Trustees reported to the Session.  In 1992 the Trustees 

were merged with Session, which became a unicameral board (single legislative chamber). 

INCORPORATION—The church would not become incorporated until 1852.  A Trustees meeting was held 

on February 10, 1852 the for the purpose of becoming incorporated under the general laws of the State of 

Wisconsin.  This was about three months before the completion and dedication of the then new 1852 

building. Incorporation enabled the Trustees to take care of the church’s finances, without putting their 

personal assets at risk. 

A Certificate of Incorporation of the First Presbyterian Society of Racine was signed on February 11, 1852 

by Elders Sylvester B. Peck and Alfred Cary.  The initial six Board of Trustee members are listed in the doc-

ument.  They personally presented this Certificate to the State of Wisconsin, Racine County on February 

14, 1852 and it was received for the record on March 3, 1852 at 10:00 a.m.            

On September 30, 1976, Stanley F. Bialecki, Register of Deeds in and for Racine County, certified and at-

tached a copy of original 1852 filing is a true transcript of the original.  This certification and the copy are 

located in the Church Archives.  

Today First Presbyterian Church is a member in good standing of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A).  The 

1839 First Presbyterian Society of Racine Constitution has been replaced with the current edition of the 

Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Presbyterian Book of Order.  Registration with 

the State of Wisconsin, Department of Financial Institutions needs to be completed.   

David L. Holle, Archives 



O Lord, let your wisdom counsel us, your hand 

lead us, and your strong arm support us.  

 

Peggy Taylor  RN 

Parish Nurse              

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of 

awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer brain damage when people 

nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. Now doctors from the American 

Stroke Association say any bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple 

questions: 

1. Ask the person to smile. 

2. Ask him or her to raise both arms. 

3. Ask the person to speak a simple sentence.  

 

If he or she has trouble with any of these tasks, call 911 at once, and describe the 

symptoms to the dispatcher. Widespread use of this test could result in prompt  

diagnosis and treatment of stroke and prevent brain damage.  

 

Time is of the essence! Each year, about 600,000 people have strokes. It is the third 

leading cause of death in the United States. Most strokes occur when blood flow  

into the brain is interrupted , depriving cells of the oxygen and nutrients they need  

to survive. The longer blood flow is blocked, the more brain cells that die, and the 

greater the long-term effects may be. Prompt treatment is the key to survival and  

recovery. In fact, getting treatment within the first hour can often prevent disability.  


