
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. S. Lewis once said, “What we see depends on where we are, it also depends 

on what kind of people we are.” In other words, we see what we expect to 

see.  If we come to church expecting to see only “old” people, we may not see 

the children starting in worship and then heading off to their classroom to   

prepare a puppet show based on the story of Noah which they will present   

after worship next month.  And we may not see the middle and high school 

youth sitting together or with their families.  

 

For the past six weeks we have met in small groups where we have been   

challenged to see with fresh eyes and new perspectives.  On November 10
th
 all 

of us, those who have participated in a small group and those who have not, 

are invited to stay and, with fresh vision, write the next chapter in our church’s 

continuing story of faith.  

 

As we gather on the 10
th
 let us remember that seeing is not simply a solitary 

act.  What one sees changes the perspective of others.  Seeing with another’s 

eyes, we see more than we had before.  Our vision widens and deepens.  One 

idea sparks others, thoughts interact, bouncing off one another like particles in 

a crucible until something new and wonderful emerges.  

 

Come November 10
th
, participate, see more, help write the next chapter;       

be the next chapter.  
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OCTOBER 2019 SESSION NOTES 

 

Our meeting began with our regular practice of      

Elders for Elders in which each elder is invited to 

share joys and concerns and then we pray for one  

another and our church. 

 

Business items included: 

 Due to reVision small groups study, Communion 

will be on Nov. 10 and All Saints Worship will be 

Nov. 17 

 Christmas decorating will take place Fri. Nov. 29 

and Sat., Nov. 30, time TBD 

 Cuban Culture Night on Sat., Nov. 2 from 6-8
PM

 

 Journey to Bethlehem on Sat., Dec. 14 from 2-5
PM

 

 2nd Annual Music & More Christmas Sing-Along 

and Cookie Caper on Sat., Dec. 7 from 7-9
PM

 

 Collaboration with HALO, with First Pres Church 

youth making sandwiches then getting together 

for lunch with kids from HALO and going to see 

the Wizard of Oz at Racine Theater Guild 

 2020 per capita $38.25 

 New color copier 

 New banners in the sanctuary 

 Foundation paying travel expenses of $2500     

for Cheryl Burke from CPR for the reVision     

Convergence Summit here on Sun., Nov. 10 

 

With no other items on the agenda, the Session      

adjourned with prayer. 

 

Debbie Yale 

Clerk of Session 

716 College Avenue 

Racine, WI 53403 

262.632.1686 

Bridge Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

PastorMark@FirstPresRacine.org 

 

Organist and Choir Director 

Alejandro Alumbreros 

Piano3842@yahoo.com 

 

Handbell Choir Director 

Nancy Buck 

NancyBelleBuck@yahoo.com 

 

Sexton / Bldg Coordinator 

Dodie Kerkman 

doloreskerkman@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary 

Shelley Maurer 

Office@FirstPresRacine.org 

 

Music Leader 

Mark Paffrath 

Mark@MarkPaffrath.com 

 

Financial Secretary 

Theresa Revis 

FSoffice@FirstPresRacine.org 

 

Parish Nurse 

Peggy Taylor 

PeggyParishNurse@yahoo.com 

 

www. FirstPresRacine.org 

 



 

The Grand Avenue street construction is finally complete so we will be 

able to put on the November 19th Community Meal! I know the street 

work has created a hardship for many, but it was a respite for us. Now 

we can throw ourselves back into this ministry!  

There will be a sign up poster in Ihrman Hall. We will need donations of casseroles, milk, 

fruit, bread, lettuce and salad dressing. If you can help with prep or serve, we will meet at 

2:00 in the church basement kitchen for prep and 4:30 at the site, 1032 Grand Avenue (old St. 

Rose school kitchen) to set up and serve. I hope you can join us! 

Questions? Call Debbie Yale at 639-5004 or 498-8753.  Thank you. 

Food Pantry Needs 

 

At this time, NO vegetables are needed.  Cereal, soap, Mac 

and cheese, soup are the only things we need right now - 

besides volunteers! 

 

Food delivery should be November 1st at 1:00
PM

.  If I hear 

differently I will let you know.  I am out of state (Hawaii) 

until November 2
nd

. 

 

Thanks again! 

LuAnn Hansen 

Reminder—Funeral Help Requested 

 

The Deacon Board is now responsible for setting up the reception for 

the family when there is a funeral at the church. This may involve set-

ting up tables for the reception or meal following the service, ushering, 

sound system, making coffee and/or desserts. 

 

We would like to have a list of members of the congregation who would be willing to 

serve on this committee. It would mean being notified the week of the service for any 

help that would be needed. We generally need about 4-6 people the day of the service.  

Are you willing to serve on this committee?  We have a sign-up sheet in Ihrman Hall, or 

contact LuAnn. 

 

Also, part of the Deacons Ministry is remembering you on the anniversary of the loss of a 

loved one.  If this is something you do not want, please let us know. 

 

Thank you! 

LuAnn Hansen 

 



 

 

 

Welcome Steve Comeau 

 

Steve is our new sound board engineer (media specialist).  Since the installation 

of our state-of-the-art sound board, we have relied on volunteers to set up and 

run the board.  Our volunteers have given us years of faithful service.  How-

ever, we have not had the capability to train them to use the sound board to its 

fullest potential. Steve has the experience necessary to utilize our equipment  

fully and train others to run it when he is not available. 

 

Steve is a trained sound engineer who owns & runs a professional sound record-

ing studio, Splice Audio in Hales Corners.  He will be recording our weekly  

Sunday services, the Music & More concerts and other events, as needed.  Steve 

will also work on the seasonal DriveTime Devotionals and future podcasts.  This 

year, he will be  

part of the Outreach budget for our church. 

 

In today’s world, people who are looking for a church do online research      

before attending a service.  With Steve’s expertise, we’ll be better able to     

market our church with more professional recordings.  That way, when people 

visit our website, they’re seeing us in the best possible light.  Podcasts, which  

include our weekly worship services and the DriveTime Devotionals, are     

ways to attract a larger audience.  It also allows homebound members the     

opportunity to see a service in the comfort of their own homes. 

 

Steve is married and has two daughters.  Heidi, his eldest daughter, is a       

sophomore at Smith College.  His younger daughter, Annie, is a junior at Case 

High School.  She loves volleyball and plays for their varsity team.  Steve’s wife, 

Sue, is a medical scribe at Aurora.  She loves horses and owns two of them.   

Steve is also a drummer in The Rocky Rose band here in Racine.  He tells us he 

also enjoys riding his bicycle. 



 

Thanksgiving Blessings! 

 

Peggy Taylor, RN—Parish Nurse 

 



 

 

Left 

Right 

 

HAVE YOU WONDERED ABOUT OUR ANNIVERSARY BANNERS?  

They were made by Colleen Michel in honor of our  

Sesquicentennial in 1989.  The following statement  

written 1989 still stands true in 2019—our 180th year. 

 

The design of the banners is a reference to medieval altar 

pieces in which the large central images are enclosed in a 

wooden frame holding smaller paintings, or carved with 

various religious symbols.  Portraits of donors were often 

included in the lower portion of the piece. 

 

Thus, images across the bottom of both banners have to 

do with us, now, living at the end of the 20
th

 century on 

the western shore of Lake Michigan—our families, facto-

ries, parks historic church and lighthouse, present-day 

printed circuitry and space shuttles. 

 

Since, in our culture, we read from left to right, many of 

the images in the banner on the left refer to the Church’s 

history.  The burning bush is the symbol of the 

(Presbyterian) Church of Scotland (our “mother church”); 

the St. Andrew’s cross also refers to Scotland.  The ship 

not only symbolizes the Church itself, as well as mission-

ary journeys, but also reminds us of the way in which our 

faith and our ancestors came to this country.  The burn-

ing bush, the seven candles, and the Hebrew inscription 

(“let there be light!”) on the scroll come from our Old 

Testament roots. 

 

The banner on the right has more to do with the fu-

ture—the people of God’s Church moving into the 21st 

century and beyond.  The phoenix, for example, is an 

ancient symbol of resurrection and rebirth; the dove with 

the olive branch speaks not only of our hope for peace, 

but also recalls the story of Noah and God’s promise.  

The admonition, “Behold, I make all things new!” ex-

tends even to lettering styles and church seals.  And, with 

Gold’s help, new and renewed life for First Presbyterian 

Church here in Racine. 



 

 

Missions Updates 

Several mission activities have been percolating this Summer and Fall of 2019.  The first update 

includes a brief report of an inter-church mission brain-storming opportunity lead by Pastor    

Jenny Gleichauf at Covenant.  These meetings have been on-going and will continue.  The     

participants include members of our Mission Committee along with Covenant, Saint Luke’s, and 

several of the Lutheran and Methodist churches, neighboring Covenant.   

The first opportunity will be a bed building event that happens on November 16
th
.  The name of 

this activity is Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  This involves building beds for children.  Here are       

the details for you to become involve if you are interested.  This group does the building        

periodically.  Meet at Bane Nelson on November 16
th
 between 9:00

AM
 to 1:00

PM
  Bane Nelson 

Inc. located at 4019 43
rd
 Avenue in Kenosha, WI  Sleep in Heavenly Peace will have an Open 

House at the same location on November 2
nd

 10:00
AM

 to Noon, if you want to learn more 

please attend this Open House.   

The next project planned with the churches is a foot washing at St. Luke’s Hospitality Center, 

lead by Rev. Seth Raymond.  The next meeting to learn more about this project and how you 

might become involved is set for Wednesday November 20
th
 at 11:30

AM
 at St. Luke’s Church in 

downtown Racine. Please join us if you have an interest in becoming involved with this project  

or other opportunities of this inter-church planning group.  As you know we have been involved 

in supporting the Hospitality Center here at First.  This is one more opportunity for us to        

con-tinue our support of the Hospitality Center.  Please consider how you may become involved 

in this one -time effort or in planning future efforts.   

Cuba, are you wondering what is happening with our Partnership with Cuba?  Well let’s wonder 

together and continue to advance our great mission work in Cuba.  Join us for a Cuban Cultural 

evening involving, music, food, pictures and discussions about what is next in Cuba.  Please sign 

up in Ihrman hall for this Cuba Cultural Night on Saturday November 2
nd

  at First Presbyterian in 

Ihrman Hall, 6:00-8:00
PM

, join us for a night of sharing all things Cuban.   

Would you like to join me for a dinner at Julian Thomas School on Wednesday November 6
th
  

at 5:30
PM

 to also include some fellowship time with friends, children and families at Julian   

Thomas.  Please let me know if you would like to join me for this outreach event.  I would love 

to share this experience with you.  The school has extended this invitation to members of First 

Presbyterian.  Let’s Go! 

Kathi Wilson has generously volunteered to reignite our mission work here at First by leading 

our Committee for one year.  Kathi we are so grateful God has sent you back to the Mission    

Committee Chair.  We look forward to what is next in Mission.   

I am learning in my small group at First that my spiritual journey is tied to greater good. Mission 

work is the cornerstone.  I am excited to listen to God’s words, guiding me and this church    

family to go out into the world to do our part.  Let’s keep our focus and be steadfast in our    

efforts to advance our mission work.   

As promised there is a lot of mission work opportunity for the taking.   Please jump in and try 

on one of these activities for size.  God promises his love and leadership throughout so let us  

follow his lead.  

Georgia L. Herrera, 

Mission Committee Member 



 

 

Join us for another very Special Edition of Music & More coming your way on 

Saturday, December 7 at 7:00 PM in the church sanctuary. It's our annual Music 

& More Holiday Sing-Along open to anyone in the community so bring your 

friends. Performing will be song leader Mark Paffrath, the Brass Knuckles with 

Festive Organ Music, Choral Arts Society and YOU! No admission charge -          

a freewill offering will be taken, which will benefit Racine Bethany House and 

Music & More Youth Scholarships. 

After all that anticipation and all that singing you'll have worked up an appetite. 

So, enjoy home baked refreshments and BUY handcrafted cookies pre-boxed to 

take home (remember Peg Rendall's ribbon cookies? - they'll be recreated plus 

thumbprints, snickerdoodles and more). 

Music, treats, and carry outs - what's not to like? Circle December 7 ("7 at 7") on 

your calendar NOW. Bring your family! Entice your friends! Be part of this new 

First Pres tradition! 

In addition to filling the audience with song, want to help? We need YOU to be 

a Baker Extraordinaire. Either in teams or solo we need cookie creators both for 

refreshments AND boxed cookies. We'll provide the details. Sign up by: calling 

the office, putting your name on a signup sheet in Ihrman Hall or sending an 

email to pbadger@prairieschool.com 

Questions or anything else - contact Pat Badger: 

262-497-2957 or pbadger@prairieschool.com 

 

 



 

BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 

7:00
PM

—Wednesdays in  

November 6
th
, 13

th
, 20

th
 

 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 

7:00
PM

—Thursday, November 14
th
 

GREETERS 

 3
rd
 Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 

 10
th
 Mary Lou Schuler, Leah Fisher 

 17
th
 Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

 24
th
 Ken Nakayama,  

 

USHERS 

 3
rd
 Steve Simpson, Tony Aiello,  

  Zach Vollman 

 10
th
 Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell,  

  Jeff Leavell, Jen Seversen 

 17
th
 Ben Neal, Bill Anderson, David Griffith,  

  Michael Griffith 

 24
th
 Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser, 

  Pam Wortley  

 

LITURGISTS 

 3
rd
 Lissy Blandford 

 10
th
 John Brooke 

 17
th
 Ken Schacht 

 24
th
 Shelley Maurer 

 

PERK ‘N POUR 

 3
rd
 John & Linnea Brooke, Mary Lou Schuler 

 10
th
 Jerry & Nancy Ritter, Debbie Yale 

 17
th
 Bev Eifert, Elaine Jacobson 

 24
th
 Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Peg Wagner 

The Chapel Gallery has become a warm and enjoyable space for all to 

share the joy that art brings.  Coming soon an "Exhibit of Quilts, Past to 

the Present".  Civil war fabric quilts, Christmas quilts and modern quilts 

will be displayed during the months of November through February. 

 

Please stop in and experience the joy of fabric and beautiful quilting.  

The exhibit will be open for the Music & More  Christmas Sing-Along as 

well as Sunday mornings.  Most quilts are made by Vicki Madsen. 

 



 

 

 

 4
th
 Karin Roach 

 5
th
 Sheila Lawrence 

  Mark McDonough 

 7
th
 Denise Harris 

 8
th
 Amy Schaal 

  Elliot Harris 

  Mike Roach 

  Theresa Revis 

 13
th
 Vivian Clark 

  Bev Eifert 

 15
th
 Nancy Knoedler 

 16
th
 Elie Hunt 

 17
th
 Peg Wagner 

 18
th
 Dana Griffith 

  Autumn Eifert 

 19
th
 Chris Hansen 

23
th
 Jen Seversen 

  Jennifer Wright 

25
th
 Bill Gunderson 

27
th
 Carolyn Christensen 

29
th
 Annli Nakayama 

  Dominick Pina 

Happy  

Birthday! 

Happy 

Anniversary! 

Ko & Myrna Kryger 

November 11, 1989
 

FALL RECIPE— 

ROASTED VEGETABLES 

 

Ingredients: 

 2 pounds butternut squash—peeled, seeded, 

and cut into 1½ inch pieces 

 2 pounds red new potatoes (12 to 14)—well 

scrubbed and quartered 

 1 pound medium red onions (about 2 to 3)

—peeled and quartered 

 1 pound small beets—scrubbed, quartered 

 ½ pound each—carrots and parsnips—if 

thick half lengthwise and cut into 1½ inch 

lengths 

 4 to 6 garlic cloves—peeled and smashed 

 3 tablespoons olive oil 

 Coarse salt and ground pepper 

 

Directions: 

1) Preheat oven to 450°.  Divide vegetables and 

garlic between two rimmed baking sheets (or 

line with parchment paper, if desired, for 

easy cleanup); dividing evenly, toss with oil, 

coarse salt, and cracked pepper (to your 

taste) 

2) Roast until tender and beginning to brown, 

40 to 50 mins, tossing them and rotating 

sheets from top to bottom halfway through. 

Serve hot or at room temperature. 

 

Cook’s note:  Use shallow pans (i.e., baking 

sheets) and don't overcrowd vegetables. This 

allows vegetables to brown rather than steam.  

Also, for an added flavor burst, drizzle with  

balsamic vinegar, just before serving. 


