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First News Monthly—June 2019 

Session in Session—June 2019 

 

 The session was happy to welcome Mallory Schaal as  

our 2019 confirmand and Ryan Schaal as an affiliate 

member.   We also welcomed our Elders-elect: Dave   

Titus, Kathi Wilson, Chris Hansen, Todd Seversen and     

returning elder, Linda Schubert, and took a moment to 

thank those rotating off the session for their service:  

Georgia Herrera, Nicole Higgs, Pam Wortley, and Ben 

Whalen. 

 Mike Roach reported that our year to date budget is   

favorable and that he is meeting with different banks to 

find one that may be able to better meet our financial 

needs, particularly electronic transfers and online dona-

tions. 

 We are looking forward to hosting a Summer Educational 

& Creative program that is a collaborative with HALO, 

Racine Arts Council, Prairie School and our church that 

will provide the children of HALO the opportunity to write 

and present a play. 

 Linda Schubert reported that she will be completing an 

application from the Underground Railroad branch of 

the National Park Service that would designate our 

church as part of the Underground Railroad.   Linda also 

shared that the City of Racine will be placing a free-

standing sign indicating that we are a stop on the under-

ground railroad. 

 Georgia Herrera reported on many activities of the     

mission committee, including meeting with Covenant 

Presbyterian and representatives from several congrega-

tions to discuss joint mission projects and plans for a     

mission trip this fall to our partner church in Cuba. 

 The Personnel committee is working on contracts for 

building rental for both members and non-members,   

and John Brooke is creating a checklist so that we are 

certain we have everything set up for anyone renting the 

building. 

 The Memorial committee is working on the process and 

procedure for requests and requested that a portion of 

their funds be invested for a greater return. 

 Pam Wortley of the archives committee will be sending 

the session minutes from the 1800s, notes on Building 

specifications from Lucas Bradley, and Organization 

meeting minutes to be digitized.   
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From the pastor’s desk 
It is always a joy to see the earth bursting with life and color, especially after a 

long, cold winter.  And it is a joy to see  the  church bursting with life.  There is a lot 

happening  here over  the next several weeks.   I’ll highlight a few here  but be 

sure to  read the whole newsletter to learn about  all that’s happening and how 

you can participate. 

 

On May 19 we recognized our graduates.   While First Presbyterian has always  

recognized high school and college graduates, this year we are also recognizing 

all those who have completed other forms of certification, e.g. Basic Training in a 

branch of the Armed Forces.  Presbyterians have always valued education and 

so we celebrate all those of our congregation who endeavor to improve their 

knowledge and skills so they may better serve humanity and be a sign of God’s 

creating, redeeming, and sustaining love. 

 

June 2 we will welcome our newest confirmand: Mallory Schaal.   Mallory was   

interviewed and received into membership by the Session at our May meeting 

and will be welcomed by the congregation June 2.   A reception for Mallory will 

follow the service. 

 

June 9 is Pentecost Sunday.   We will celebrate with special music and by planting 

red geraniums around the front of the church after the service-a sign to the   

community that the Spirit of Christ is here and spreading out to the community 

and world.   Everyone is encouraged to wear red, the color for Pentecost, or wear 

clothing that celebrates your ethnic origin, E.g. kilts for Scots, lederhosen for     

Germans, etc., to show that the Spirit of God has been given to people from   

every race and nation. 

 

On June 9 we also will ordain and install the new class of Elders and Deacons.   

Before we do that, we will take time to thank those Elders and Deacons that have 

served their terms on the Session or Board of Deacons.   And, following the service 

and planting the geraniums, we will return to the dining room where we will revive 

a past practice of celebrating the birth of the church by joining others who were 

born in the same month we were.   All those born in January will sit at one table, 

all those born in February at another table, and so on.   There will be cake. 

 

Beginning June 16 and continuing through the summer months, all are invited to 

gather ‘round the piano in the Chapel Gallery after worship to sing familiar hymns 

and songs, and maybe try a few new ones.  Children are especially encouraged 

to join in as singing hymns and songs is one of the best ways to learn about        

our faith.   If you have favorite hymns you would like to sing, please send a list       

of your hymns  to the church office.   And if you are willing to play piano or       

other instrument, please let the office know.   We hope this will be a joyful time    

of singing our faith. 

 

Spring, a time of life bursting forth both outside and inside the church. 
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 1 Kelsey Yale 

 3 Sara Sorensen 

 5 Courtney DeKeuster 

  Teddy Vollman 

 6 Mary Blandford 

 7 Marge Henze 

  Andy Park 

 8 Rosemarie Olsen 

  Don Tobias 

 9 Bob Moore 

  Jordan Rowland 

 10 Tom Holle 

  Jimmy Rooney 

  John Rowland 

 12 Dave Holle 

  Sarah Rangel 

  Kathy Wortley 

 13 Mary Bernstein 

 14 Nancy Bloch 

  Patricia Rogers 

 15 Landon Harris 

 19 Judy Rowland 

 20 Ko Kryger 

  Pam Wahlen 

 21 Meg Daniels 

 24 Emma DeGroot 

 25 Nancy Moore 

  Mark Paffrath 

 27 Alexandra Matson 

 29 Nancy Borzynski 

Bob & Mary Johnson 

June 24, 1950 

Richard & Doris Deschler 

June 14, 1958 

Bud & Mary Eastman 

June 8, 1960 

Jim & Bonnie Eastman 

June 22, 1963 

John & Linnea Brooke 

June 12, 1965 

Bill & Blanche Gunderson 

June 29, 1968 

Dennis & Nancy Reeser 

June 15, 1974 

Bob & Nancy Moore 

June 16, 1981 
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Church security, guest  

safety and lot security are  

the main components to  

this part time position.  

Most weddings will have a Friday rehearsal 

and a Saturday ceremony so after that the 

church has to be made ready for the Sunday 

service.

Managing and overseeing events on the day 

of, including problem solving, welcoming 

guests, directing event set-up. communi-

cating with guests, and managing 

takedown.

Additional duties include locking & unlocking 

the church, making sure lights are turned off 

and fire doors are shut. Restrooms should be 

checked to make sure lights and faucets are 

all turned off.

General cleaning procedures after the event 

including kitchen, restrooms, kitchenette, and 

kitchen.  Ensure heating and air conditioning 

are functioning in the room(s) that will be 

used.  Supervise the parking lot periodically 

from second floor classroom.

Dodie is also our sexton. Born in Milwaukee 

and raised in Raymond just outside of Union 

Grove, Paul and Dodie have been married  

24 years and have five children. They enjoy 

camping and riding around in the city to 

see interesting homes and their styles.  She 

especially enjoys meeting church members 

and tries to be as helpful as possible. Dodie 

enjoys her horses and working with them. Her 

dream is to retire to Savanah, Georgia and 

be warm all the time and hear the ocean. 

 
-continued on page 5- 
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Can you help dig holes? We will need some 

help to prepare the ground for Pentecost, 

so we can plant geraniums immediately  

following worship. If digging holes isn't for 

you, maybe you'd like to decorate?  
 

Join us, in the dining hall we prepare for  

our celebration of the Church's birthday in 

honor of Pentecost. 

 

We'll be at the church on Sat., June 8th, at 

10:30AM, to dig and decorate. And we'd 

love your help!! 

The Chapel Gallery at First Presbyterian Church  

of Racine will be featuring artists from  

age six to eighty-eight! 

 

Stop by during this First Friday event,  

June 7, 2019—6 to 8PM, 

to see the artwork of: 

 

Francine Dee Brown 

Samantha Edwards 

Sarah Seversen 

Marge Henze 

Adrianne Paffrath 

University Lake School 
 

This is a Racine Arts Council event 

you won't want to miss! 

The FirstPres Book Club will meet at the 

apartment building of Ellen and Larry 

Cardwell, Parkview One, 5215 Douglas 

Avenue (just north of the K-Mart in the 

Parking Lot on the corner of 4 Mile 

Road and Douglas Avenue).  

 

Our meeting date is Friday June 7th at 

1 pm. We will meet in the Community 

Room to the left as you enter.  Park in 

the Parking lot of Building One. The  

discussion will be on Educated by Tara 

Wentworth.  We will also select the 

next book and future meeting date 

and location.  

 

The Cardwells will be offering assorted 

sandwiches and iced tea. Please bring 

some lunchtime food or snacks and 

beverages to share. All are invited 

whether you have read the book or 

not. Please RSVP by calling Ellen's cell 

phone 703-887-6663. 

 

Theresa has an associate  

degree in Accounting from  

GTC-Kenosha.  Her most  

recent work experience was  

co-owner and vice president 

of tg’s Restaurant & Pub, in Kenosha. 

 

Theresa and her husband, Tim, have been 

married for 23 years.  She will be in the office 

on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays—

typically from 9:00AM-2:00PM. 

PERSONNEL (continued) 
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Mission Committee Update 
 

 

Hand of Hope/One Great Hour of Sharing is in full swing.  The Mission Committee has selected 

three beneficiaries of our campaign, Racine Arts Council, HOPES Center of Racine and Julian 

Thomas School.  Kathi Wilson has shared with the Congregation some of the highlights and  

focus of the Racine Arts Council.  We are very lucky at First Presbyterian to welcome RAC into 

our shared space.  Even luckier to have this new energy in our church.  On May 19th, Scott 

Metzel, executive director of HOPES Center shared some news about the activities at Hopes 

Center.   On May 26th, Janet Colvin, Principal of Julian Thomas School spoke during our Minute 

for Mission.  Please pray that Nancy Reeser continues her tutoring efforts at Julian Thomas.  

Nancy is our strong link to Julian Thomas.  We need to cheer her on and try and urge others in 

the Congregation to consider this opportunity to tutor students at Julian Thomas.  Tutoring is 

their greatest need at Julian Thomas, along with food.  All 3 Hand of Hope beneficiaries are in 

our neighborhood and fit into our focus on more local mission efforts to make a more direct 

impact.  See below for an example of how we have accomplished that goal.  Please         

continue to support these mission efforts and consider how you might contribute to Hand of 

Hope. 
 

The Mission Committee and the Cuba Subcommittee have been busy planning our next trip to 

Cuba.  The Committees are making plans for a group to travel to Cuba the week of October 

19-26, 2019.  So please prayerfully consider how you might become involved in this mission 

work or travel to Cuba. Travel to Central Church in Matanzas could be life altering. 
 

Pastors Ary and Beidy are very proud to report that they have purchased five air conditioning 

units.  Now the Pastors are trying to find the raw materials to build the windows to support the 

air conditioners.  At this time the windows are not fully enclosed so some preparatory work on 

the windows is needed.   If you have any ideas please share your information with Ben Neal or 

Ryan Schaal.  Better yet consider taking your ideas and handiness to Cuba!  Keep your ears 

and eyes open for more news on Cuba.  Potential Cuba travelers will be meeting soon. 
 

Liz Hanson Will, the Executive Director at Family Services of Racine has sent a letter of thanks 

for our donations sent earlier this year and in late 2018.  Family Services has been able to 

begin funding a supervised placement program at their center.  Now parents that have      

the need for safe exchanges, or supervised placement with their children can visit with their 

families at Family Services.  We can celebrate this valued service and our hand in reaching 

out to support these families.  Your prayers and support have helped Family Services make      

a greater impact.  Thank you. 
 

You make First Presbyterian Church the magical place that it is.  If you would like to make a 

great gift to First Presbyterian, please consider the opportunity to join and lead the Mission 

Committee.  We need your gifts and talents at this time.  Yes, your spiritual journey could       

be leading you to this effort.  Please prayerfully consider this request.  We need a leader to 

continue to help organize us and direct all the great people on the Mission Committee. 
 

The Mission Committee has been very fortunate to have the support and encouragement 

from the Congregation.  It is so important to give thanks to you for your generosity and your 

prayers.  We are making a profound impact through our mission work here at First.  Let’s keep 

it going.  We need to build on this mission momentum, so we can achieve more through our 

collective efforts. 

 

With gratitude, 

Georgia L. Herrera, Outgoing Mission Committee Chair 
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Why Chocolate May Be Good For You 

In recent years, large-scale epidemiological studies have found that people whose diets  

include dark chocolate have a lower risk of heart disease than those whose diets do not.   

Other research has shown that chocolate included flavanols, natural substances that can 

reduce the risk of disease.  But it hasn’t been clear how these flavanols could be affecting 

the human body, especially the heart.  New findings from Virginia Tech and Louisiana State 

University, however, suggest an odd explanation for chocolate’s goodness: it improves 

health largely by being indigestible. 
 

Researchers at Louisiana State reached this conclusion after simulating the human digestive 

system in glass vessels.  One represented the stomach and the small intestine, with their     

digestive enzymes, and a second reproduced a large intestine-like environment, with gut 

microbes from human volunteers.  The scientists then added cocoa powder to the stomach 

vessel. 
 

The “stomach” and “small intestine” broke down and absorbed some of the cocoa.  But, 

while many of the flavanols previously identified in chocolate were digested in this way, 

there were still plenty of undigested cocoa matter.  Gut bacteria in the simulated colon 

then broke that down further into metabolites, small enough to be absorbed into the blood-

stream, and known to reduce cardiac inflammation.  Finally, the last undigested cocoa 

matter, now mostly fiber, began to ferment, releasing substances that improve cholesterol 

levels.  And there was another health giving tidbit to this entire process: the gut microbes 

that digested the cocoa were desirable probiotics like the lactobacillus. 
 

These findings are broadly consistent with those from Virginia Tech.  What the results suggest, 

say Andrew Neilson, an assistant professor at Virginia Tech, is that “there is something going 

on with cocoa in the colon,” but what that means for chocolate lovers is not clear.  Sadly, 

Dr. Neilson also points out that cocoa is not a chocolate bar, something whose added      

ingredients and processing reduce the number and type of flavanols, increase calories and 

possibly change the response of gut bacteria to the cocoa.  “The evidence does not show 

that you can eat a chocolate bar every day and expect to improve your health,” he says.   

A few tablespoons of unsweetened cocoa powder sprinkled onto oatmeal or a handful of 

cocoa nibs - bits of the cacao bean, available at natural food stores, would be better. 
 

Life may be a box of chocolates, never knowing what you will get.  But if you make space 

for God through prayer, with His help, you will always be ready to face whatever life brings.* 
 

Peggy Taylor, RN—Parish Nurse 

 

*Given to me years ago by my prayer partner 
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Mark your calendars for Thursday, June 6 at Noon as Music & More kicks off its 26th Season. The series 

continues each Thursday through August 8. The ten noontime concerts are just an hour long, and 

they’re fast-paced and fun! We have booked a variety of talented musicians. Vocalist Megan   

Griffith will open the series. New acts in June include The Brass Knuckles, Fendrick & Peck (vocal & 

guitar), and SilverMusic Flute Ensemble. 

 

The noontime concerts are FREE, so bring a friend or two. An offering will be accepted to benefit 

Health Care Network, Veterans Outreach of Wisc., and Racine Arts Council. From the very first    

season in 1994, Music & More has given back to the community in the form of unrestricted grants to 

local non-profit organizations. 

 

Music & More depends on donations from individuals and businesses. Please consider making a  

donation to show support for this great program! Your check can be made to First Presbyterian 

Church, for Music & More. Donations may be given in honor or in memory of someone or to mark a 

special occasion. Donations in any amount are needed and appreciated. Thank you! 

 

Additional parking is available in the Living Light Community Center lot adjacent to the church. 

Please avoid parking in numbered or reserved spots for the noontime concerts as they are rented. 
 

 

June 6 

Megan Griffith – vocal & piano 

The Brass Knuckles - Brass and Percussion Ragtime 

Belle Ensemble – Ryan White & Erin Sura - vocal 
 

June 13 

Michael Mueller - vocal 

Suzanne Geoffrey – oboe 

Jillian Bruss – vocal 
 

June 20 

Ryan Andersen – cello 

Terri Seitz & Ronnie Quella – four-hand piano 

Ami Bouterse, Alejandro, Lucas & Evelyn Alumbreros – vocal & piano 

 

June 27 

Fendrick & Peck – vocal & guitar 

SilverMusic Flute Ensemble – flutes 

Caritas – vocal & piano 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE for our Season Finale Concert: Friday, August 16 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.   

Performers: Young Strings, Mark Paffrath, Dave Titus, and Alejandro Alumbreros. 
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Greeters 

 2nd Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

 9th Ken Nakayama, Karin Roach 

16th Bev Eifert, Mary Eastman 

23rd Vivian Clark, Jim Muir 

30th Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 

 
Ushers 

 2nd Ben Neal, Bill Anderson, David Griffith,  

  Michael Griffith 

 9th Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser,  

  Pam Wortley 

16th John & Linnea Brooke, Bud Eastman,  

  LuAnn Hansen 

23rd Denise Park, Bill & Lissy Blandford,  

  Ken Schacht 

30th Steve Simpson, Zach Vollman,  

  Tony Aiello 
 
Liturgists 

 2nd Larry Dickerson 

 9th Patrick Harris 

16th John Brooke 

23rd Karin Roach 

30th Jenny Eastman 

 
Perk ‘n Pour 

 2nd Todd & Jen Seversen, Ken Schacht 

 9th John & Linnea Brooke,  

  Mary Lou Schuler 

16th Debbie Yale, Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

23rd Bev Eifert, Elaine Jacobson 

30th Peggy Wagner, Dennis & Nancy Reeser 

Please help promote our  

26th season of Music & More!  

There are yard signs available at 

the entrances of the church .   

Posters, flyers and postcards are 

available in Ihrman Hall. 

 

And on that note, we are still in 

need of a weekly volunteer (or 

two) who can come in on Tuesday 

or Wednesday mornings, to collate 

and fold the Music & More  

programs. The programs need to 

be ready for distribution each 

Thursday for ten weeks, 

beginning next week! 

 

If you are willing to help out with 

this project, please Georgia or 

Shelley know immediately. 
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Those at the top of the mountain 
didn’t fall there. 

Theodore Herrera Leavell graduated from George Washington 

University’s Elliott School of International Relations on May 17, 

2019, and the college of the University on May 19, 2019, with  

a Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs, Concentration in  

Security Policy. As part of the University’s  Paris Scholar’s  

Program he attended his freshman year in Paris, France, at  

the American University of Paris, and traveled extensively 

throughout Europe. 

 

Theo was active in Student government, serving as vice  

president of community affairs. He was an officer and trip 

leader in the GW Alternative Breaks Program organizing and 

leading student groups on community mission work.  While  

in college, Theo attended the PCUSA’s General Assembly  

in St. Louis as a youth advisory delegate representing the  

Milwaukee Presbytery.  

 

He has been interning at the Diplomacy Center Foundation, 

and at GlobalWonks.  Theo is admitted to Georgetown  

University’s Cybersecurity Master’s degree program,  

attending this coming fall. 

Jared Smith, son of Jason & Jessica Smith, graduated 

from Park HS in 2016.  After two years at UW-River Falls, he  

decided that wasn’t for him and made a commitment to 

the Air Force for six years, following his older sister, Jordan.  

Jared graduated from boot camp May 16, 2019.   He will 

begin his technical training at Goodfellow base in Texas 

where he will train as a signal analyst. 

 

Ironically his great grandfather, Wil Stevenson performed 

similar duties during WWII while stationed in Africa.  Jared 

is a kind respectful reliable young man and his family is 

extremely proud of him and his achievements. 
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Believing in You 

 

Never stop believing in yourself.  

When others doubt, don't you.  

Do what you love to do,  

No one knows better than you.  

 

Life is too short to live others' dreams  

Follow your own dream  

Push yourself to reach your goals  

And live the life you once dreamed.  

 

Trust your instincts.  

Be true to yourself.  

You know what is right for you.  

Never give up or give in.  

 

Forget the words "I don't know how".  

You can learn,  

You can research,  

You can do.  

 

Your mind is powerful.  

When you believe you can.  

You will find a way  

You won't waste a day.  

 

Persist and persevere  

Do not fear  

Because if you believe in you  

You will find dreams can come true.  

 

May all your dreams turn into goals,  

Believe in yourself.  

And remember, all of life is a choice.  

The decision is up to you.  

 

Believe in Yourself, Dare To Be  

Whatever You Want To Be!  
 

Poet: Catherine Pulsifer, ©1997 

Teddy Vollman, son of Curt and Victoria, will be graduating 

with honors with a BA in Physics from The University of Chicago 

on Saturday, June 15, 2019.  This summer, Teddy will work in 

the education department at the Lincoln Park Zoo. 

Kai Nakayama, son of Ken 

and Fumi, was accepted to 

Los Angeles Ballet School 

with full tuition scholarship 

starting in the fall.  He also 

won the gold medal in the 

French song competition 

from American Association 

of Teachers of French  

Wisconsin chapter this May. 
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For direct access to everything 

from our monthly newsletters to  

our weekly sermons, click on the 

appropriate link below: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Website 

Pastor's Email 

Church Office Email 

First News Monthly 

Our School Partnership 

Like Us on Facebook 

FirstPresRacine on YouTube 

Underground Railroad Tour 

Milwaukee Presbytery 

Bacon-Jalapeño Popper Pinwheels 

 

Ingredients: 

 6 oz Jalapeño cream cheese spread (¾ cup from an 8-oz container) 

 1/3 cup chopped cooked bacon 

 1 can (8 oz) Pillsbury™ refrigerated crescent rolls or 1 can (8 oz) Pillsbury™ 

refrigerated crescent dough sheet 
 

Directions: 

1) Heat oven to 375°F. In small bowl, mix cream cheese and bacon until well blended; set 

aside. 

2) Unroll crescent dough; separate into 4 (4x6-inch) rectangles, pressing perforations to seal. (If 

using dough sheet, unroll and cut into 4 rectangles.) Spread cream cheese mixture on each 

of the dough rectangles to within ½ inch of edges. 

3) Starting with one short side, roll up rectangle; press seam to seal. Cut roll into six slices, and 

place slices cut side down on ungreased large cookie sheet. Repeat with remaining dough 

rectangles. 

4) Bake 15 to 17 minutes or until light golden brown. Immediately remove from cookie sheet. 

Serve warm. 

 

Note:  Jalapeño cream cheese spread can be found in the cream cheese section of the 

grocery store. If you have trouble finding it, substitute 6 oz regular cream cheese mixed with 

two teaspoons seeded and diced jalapeños. 

June 16th will be the first Sunday of 

our summer Hymn Sing, which we 

invite you to join during fellowship.  

Grab a cup of coffee or tea and 

join us in the parlor! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Sunday, June 16th, our 

chancel and handbell choirs will 

be taking a sabbatical.  Look for 

them to return in September, 

when they will once again  

enhance our worship. 

http://firstpresracine.org
mailto:pastormark@firstpresracine.org
mailto:office@firstpresracine.org
http://firstpresracine.org/keeping-in-touch/our-newsletters
http://firstpresracine.org/living-our-faith/our-school-partnership
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresRacine/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXPA2umlZGfXH0L8_XlRfTA
http://firstpresracine.org/about-us/underground-railroad
https://www.pbymilwaukee.org/

