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What Have We Done and What’s Next? 

 

For seven weeks we met in small groups where we recalled the courageous acts of the church, 

identified our own passions, took a closer look at our church and community through prayer 

walks and interviews, and examined some of our current programs and ministries to see what 

we could give more resources to, what we could continue as is, and what we could put on hold 

for a while to allow us to put more resources toward other initiatives. 

 

Then, last Sunday at the Convergence Summit, we identified our strengths and skills, as individu-

als and as a church, and listed initiatives we wanted to pursue.  The goal was to identify five; we 

came up with eleven. 

 

However, since the Summit, those who identified missions they want the church to pursue,        

e.g. partnering with Julian Thomas School, Food Pantry, Community Meals, Homelessness, Cuba 

Partnership, Community Health, etc., agreed to combine their initiatives under one umbrella of 

Mission and Kathi Wilson volunteered to Chair the new Mission Ministry and represent it on the 

Session. 

 

This narrowed our initiatives to five.  One of the initiatives was Prayer.  We can assume we will 

pursue prayer and that doing so will not require much in the way of additional resources or 

staffing. 

 

So, that narrows our focus to four: Music and Arts, Christian Education, Mission, and Building 

Community.   

 

Now, what’s next? Those at the summit working on the above four initiatives have already  

identified ideas they would like to pursue.  For example, the youth, as part of the Christian    

Education initiative, had the idea of offering an activity for youth, such as a dance, to be held at 

the church, perhaps in the church parking lot, during First Fridays. 

 

Next, the goal is for everyone in the church to sign up for one of the initiatives and give whatev-

er skills and support you can.  Sign up forms for the four initiatives are on the bulletin board in 

Ihrman Hall and you will have the next three Sundays to talk to people leading the initiatives 

and decide where to give your support. 

 

All of the leaders of the initiatives and I will meet regularly with our Center for Progressive     

Renewal Coach, Cheryl Burke, who will help us launch our ideas and evaluate them to see what 

we need to modify for greater effectiveness and to attract more members. 

 

In the meantime, while we are launching the four initiatives, I will be working with one or two 

members to draft a summary of what you have done in your small group discussions and the 

initiatives  you  have  identified  to  present to  the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry (COM) 
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with the purpose of getting their approval to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee.  COM will want to 

see that you have a clear sense of who you are as a church with your strengths and resources, a clear  

vision of where you want to go, and that you are not waiting for a pastor to come and fix everything   

for you but are already writing the next chapter of being First Presbyterian. 

 

You have accomplished a great deal.  And as everyone signs up for one of the initiatives and you start 

launching your ideas, you will accomplish much more.  

 

On a personal note, one of the most interesting things I learned at the summit was that people missed 

having a visitation pastor.  When I was brought on as the Bridge Pastor, it was understood that the 

church was moving from two pastors to one and that while I would make hospital, hospice, and    

emergency visits and assist the Deacons with home communion, I could not do all that Pastor Gillian 

had done, plus the extra work of preparing the church to get the OK from Presbytery’s Commission on 

Ministry to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee, and keep Pastor Steve’s schedule of visits.  And it was 

clear while people were glad for the hospital visits, homebound communion, and care of the Deacons, 

several members missed their visits with Pastor Steve.  So, the question before you is—do you want a 

part-time visitation pastor? And, if so, will you provide the necessary financial support? I have asked the 

Personnel Committee to explore options and bring suggestions to the Session. 

 

Now it is time to take a deep breath, rejoice in all that you have accomplished, thank the small group 

leaders for all they have done, have a better than ever stewardship campaign to give your initiatives 

and ideas the resources they need to succeed, and last but not least, enjoy a gratitude-filled Thanksgiving 

and a blessed Advent and Christmas. 

 

Pr. Mark 

 

P.S.  There is still room for participants in our Journey to Bethlehem production! 



 

As we head into the holiday season, the 

Deacons are preparing to make holiday 

food baskets. This year we are going to 

focus on giving the baskets to Julian 

Thomas School families.  We will give to 

church families as well. 

 

On November 24
th
, we began the re-

verse offering. Please bring your food 

items to church between December 1
st
 & 

15
th
. The baskets will be prepared after 

worship on December 15
th
. 

 

We continue to visit our church mem-

bers. If you would like a visit, please let 

the church know. We try to stay in touch 

with those on the bulletin prayer list, but 

if you know of someone who would like 

a friendly visit, please let us know. 

 

Thank you to those that have signed up 

to help with funerals held at our church. 

This will help us know who to contact 

when the need arises. 

 

Please stay warm and safe this holiday 

season. 

 

Thank you! 

LuAnn Hansen 

We served 88 families in the month of 

October.  But that means we also served 

over 100 people.  We are constantly 

picking up new families that need just     

a little help. We appreciate the church 

support of food and money that helps us 

keep our shelves stocked.  

 

We are getting some new volunteers as 

well.  Shelley has set up an account 

where people can go to see what we are 

about and can then email us to say they 

want to help. Some of them are middle 

school and high school students who 

need community service hours.  

 

Please remember – we need hearty soups 

(NOT creamed soups), Mac and Cheese, 

cereal, toilet paper, bath soap, dish soap. 

We do NOT need canned vegetables or 

fruit. This is supplied by the Food Bank 

and we have a large stock of them. 

Please also check the dates of food you 

want to donate. We have been getting 

canned goods dated from 2015. We can-

not serve these and have to throw them 

away. 

 

Again, THANK YOU for your continued 

support. 

 

Thanks again! 

LuAnn Hansen 



 

 



 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
 

 

 

Hip Hip Hooray!! That is how the Archive/History Committee of First Presbyterian is 

feeling about the following update written by David L Holle—FPC Archives Historian 

on November 2, 2019. 

 

First Presbyterian Church, 716 College Ave., Racine, Wisconsin National Under-

ground Railroad Network to Freedom Application 

 

On October 31, 2019, Christopher R. Paulson, Executive Director of the Racine Heritage 

Museum, received an e-mail from Deanda Johnson, Midwest Regional Manager, Na-

tional Parks Service, National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, congratulat-

ing First Presbyterian Church for being accepted into the Network. The e-mail further 

stated that we will be getting official confirmation soon. 

 

First Presbyterian Church is extremely grateful for the efforts of Chris Paulson, the Racine 

Preservation Society, Mark Hertzberg, and members of First Presbyterian Archives/

History Committee for their efforts. 

 

Please stay tuned for further developments in this story that began 180 years ago. 

 

Nancy Reeser, Archive Committee 

Daytime Circle will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 10:30 a.m. for our card ministry 

and newsletter prep.  Shelley has invited  us to a “thank you” potluck that same day at 

11:30 a.m. at church for the Daytime Circle and Buildings & Grounds volunteers, and 

the staff. 

  

Also, Daytime Circle participants are invited to the home of Ginny Holle on Tuesday, 

December 10, at 12 noon, for “Lunch and a Movie at Ginny’s.”  My address is 210 

Mourning Dove Lane, 53406.  I will be serving  a light lunch and the movie will be 

either “Holiday Inn” or “White Christmas”, the vintage productions with Bing Crosby 

and the other cast members of that era.  Please let me know if you will be able to join 

us for this mini- Holiday Celebration, 884-0230 or dholle@wi.rr.com    It has been 

fun getting together with all of you for our Daytime Circle gatherings. 
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GREETERS 

 1
st
 Bev Eifert, Mary Eastman 

 8
th
 Vivian Clark, Jim Muir 

15
th
 Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 

22
nd

 Mary Lou Schuler, Leah Fisher 

24
th
 Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

29
th
 Ken Nakayama, Austin Moulds 

 

USHERS 

 1
st
 John & Linnea Brooke, Bud Eastman, LuAnn Hansen 

 8
th
 Denise Park, Bill & Lissy Blandford, Ken Schacht 

15
th
 Steve Simpson, Zach Vollman, Tony Aiello 

22
nd

 Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell, Jeff Leavell, Jen Seversen 

24
th
 Ben Neal, Bill Anderson, David Griffith, Michael Griffith 

29
th
 Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser, Pam Wortley  

 

LITURGISTS 

 1
st
 Debbie Yale 

 8
th
 Lissy Blandford 

15
th
 Ginny Holle 

22
nd

 Elaine Jacobson 

29
th
 Pr. Mark or Maggie McDonough 

 

PERK ‘N POUR 

 1
st
 Sharon Campbell, Dave & Ginny Holle 

 8
th
 Royce & Barbara Earnest, Dave & Nicole Higgs 

15
th
 Ken Schacht, Todd & Jen Seversen 

22
nd

 Mary Lou Schuler, John & Linnea Brooke 

29
th
 Debbie Yale, Jerry & Nancy Ritter  



 

 

New Mission Committee 

 

The convergence summit gave us a direction for First Pres mission work.  Here is our  

focus ... Cuba Partnership, partnership with Julian Thomas School, community meal,  

environment, community healthcare and mission trips.  Kathi Wilson is the new chair-

person and is excited about this new chapter for mission ministries. 

 

If you have an interest in participating in any of these areas in any way, please join us 

Sunday, December 8th at 10:45 in the Chapel Gallery as we set a new path for mission 

work here at First Presbyterian Church.  To our youth at FPC, we welcome your attend-

ance, your ideas and energy!  

 

Mission Committee—Julian Thomas Partnership 

 

We’re supporting a single mom and her son, as they set up a new household. There will be 

a list of there needs posted on the bulletin board in Ihrman Hall. 

 

Also, we’re collecting INSULATED mittens and/or gloves of all sizes for those in need at 

Julian Thomas Elementary. We will have a box in Ihrman Hall for your donations.  Help 

us keep everyone warm, so they can enjoy winter! 

Quilt Show 

 

A quilt show has been hung in the Chapel Gallery featuring the quilts of Master Quilter, Vicki 

Madsen, who belongs to the Lighthouse Quilt Guild and a couple of other small quilting 

groups. Vicky loves to play with color and is a very prolific quilter.  She has made many 

quilts for charitable giving.  The show also features a Christmas Quilt made especially for  

Marlene Wilson who loves the color red, a Civil War fabric quilt made by the Friends of 

Ozella and a palette quilt panel painted by the Racine Parks Department Main Gallery  

Summer Program students.  This show will be on display through the end of February.  

Please visit the gallery and enjoy this gorgeous work! 



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 6 Diane Lehmann 

  Jenny Eastman 

 8 Barbara Stevenson 

  Sandra Hopkins 

 12 Leah Fisher 

 13 Elizabeth Bush 

  Gayle Titus 

 14 Nancy DeKraay 

  Mary Ringwalt 

 19 Marjorie Rendall 

 20 Susan Schacht 

  Alicia Bohman 

 23 Sharon Campbell 

  Renate Muir 

 24 John Reitsma 

 26 Steve Bernstein 

 28 Hugh Daniels 

 31  Mallory Schaal 

Bruce & Barbara Armstrong 

December 19, 1970 

Jeff & Shelley Maurer 

December 6, 1980 

Eric & Mary Ringwalt 

December 30, 1989
 

Happy 
Anniversary! 

BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 

7:00
PM

—Wednesdays  

December 4
th
, 11

th
, 18

th
 

 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 

7:00
PM

—Thursdays 

December 5
th
, 12

th
, 19

th
 

Cranberry Christmas Cake 

 

3 eggs 

2 cups sugar 

¾ cup butter, softened 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

12 oz. fresh cranberries 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. With a mixer, beat 

the eggs with the sugar until slightly thickened 

and light in color, about 5-7 minutes. The mix-

ture should almost double in size. The eggs work 

as your leavening agent in this recipe, so do not 

skip this step. This mixture should form a ribbon 

when you lift the beaters out of the bowl.  Add 

the butter and vanilla; mix two more minutes. 

Stir in the flour until just combined. Add the 

cranberries and stir to mix throughout. 

 

Spread in a buttered 9x13 pan. Bake for 40-50 

minutes, or until very lightly browned and a 

toothpick inserted near the center of the cake 

comes out clean. Let cool completely before  

cutting into small slices. 



 



 

 


