Dear Friends,
Hope means to keep living
Amid desperation
And to keep humming
In the darkness.
Hoping is knowing that there is love.
It is to trust in tomorrow
It is falling asleep
And waking again
When the sun rises.
In the midst of the gale at sea,
It is to discover land.
In the eyes of another
It is to see that you are understood….
As long as there is still hope
There will also be prayer..
And you will be held in God’s hands.
~Henri Nouwen~
Thanks be to God that there is always hope!
There are moments when it seems that all hope has gone and we despair for the
future as we watch the events of the present unfold before our horrified eyes. But
there is always hope because there is always God.
Our hope is to be found in our faith that assures us we are, forever, held in God’s
hands. The prophet Isaiah wrote to the people of Israel as they endured turbulent
and troubling times:
“Do not fear, for I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
And through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
When you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
And the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”
Our hope is in God and in God may you find hope, peace and love to sustain you.
Blessings and peace,
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HISTORY NOOK
Our church has been blessed with many treasures from faithful members who have
come before us. One of the greatest gifts is our church organ. In 2008 the replacement cost of the instrument was approximately $600,000.
The dedication concert for our current organ was on Nov.3,1935 played by organist
John F. Carré. The organ was a gift of Helen Converse Johnson in memory of her
husband, Herbert Fisk Johnson. In 1972, some deteriorated old ranks of pipes were
replaced and some ranks were added. The 1972 additions were a gift of Herbert Fisk
Johnson Jr. in memory of his mother, Helen Converse Johnson.
In 1986 a new console and relay were purchased replacing the original from 1935,
which suffered from worn out electrical contacts causing dead notes. This project
was a gift of Samuel Curtis Johnson and Karen Johnson Boyd in memory of their
father, Herbert Fisk Johnson Jr. In 1999 an Ahlborn electronic module was added as
a substitute for additional ranks of pipes. Finally in 2008 the console and relay were
rebuilt and many other projects were done such as replacing 1935 cloth insulated
pipe chamber wiring, etc.
We are extremely thankful to the Johnson family—for their long-term generosity in
purchasing and maintaining our beautiful church organ. It continues to "perpetuate
in beauty of music and praise to God," spoken by Rev. I. E. Bradfield at the 1935
dedication service, with the talent of current organist Alejandro Alumbreros.
This information came from notes written by Gerald Buck, organist from 1970-2015
and materials in the archives.
Nancy Reeser
Archive Committee

3

Cuba Mission Trip 2017
Early morning on July 29, 2017, thirteen travelers left on the Cuba Mission Trip. We
flew out of O’Hare to Ft Lauderdale and connected to a flight right into Havana, Cuba.
We were met by Diyana, a divinity student who is working for Pastors Ary and Beidy at
Central Church in Matanzas. We were happy to fly a commercial flight from the States
to Cuba. We did not have to travel via a charter into Cuba. A small detail with major
consequences. We were introduced to a bigger part of the airport in Havana, which we
had not experienced before.
We traveled the back country to Matanzas, not along the coast. This was also a new experience. We passed through many small towns and more rural areas between Havana
and Matanzas. We were immediately reminded of how poor and rustic the outskirts of
the city life are for the people of Cuba.
It was very hot and humid the entire time we were in Cuba. There were occasional
ocean breezes and some refreshing rain showers. However, the temperatures immediately returning to the 90s.
We spent a lot of time at Central Church in Matanzas with the people of the church. We
attended Service on July 30th. We all participated in the service by introducing ourselves
and sharing our prayer of thanks for our safe passage to Cuba. The children sang to us
and all were very welcoming. Mallory Schaal presented the book that she created, including pictures of our First Church Family and their greetings.
We spent the week in prayers with our Church family in Matanzas, through home visits
and a Bible study at church, comparing notes. We also met with the Session of the
Church and answered their questions.

We cooked breakfast for the Seniors. Some of us painted the area of the church that is
used for Sunday school and the church benches.
(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

We also did crafts with the members of the Church. Kathi Wilson led a painting craft.
In the process, we learned that both Catherine Neal and Deb Yale are very talented
painters. Pete Wilson led the youth in a box craft, an extremely well received activity.
The young people were so focused and intent on their boxes.

Once again, we experienced an amazing week in Cuba. We are so grateful for the
donations our Church Family sent to Cuba. I am personally grateful to all our
Travelers: Pastor Gillian, Jeff and Theo Leavell, the Schaal Family, Kathi and Pete
Wilson, Ben and Catherine Neal and Deb Yale. These individuals were dedicated
to their assignments and represented our Congregation in excellent fashion.
On August 12th, the Cuba Travelers 2017, met at the home of Pastor Gillian to
de-brief our Mission Trip. We discussed our experiences and how to present our
Mission work to the Congregation. We also shared some visions of what the Mission
should entail in the future and steps to further cultivate this Cuba Mission work in
the future. We eagerly want to share all this information with the Congregation.
Please join us on September 24, 2017, as we present greater details about our
Mission Work in Cuba to our Congregation. Come and see the country of contrasts,
a Cuba still in the midst of change but still very impoverished. We have so much to
share about our experience in Cuba and all the work ahead of us in our Cuba Mission
work.
Thanks for supporting this Cuban Mission Trip; we are so grateful for the prayers
and donations that were extended to this Cuba Mission effort. Please continue to
hold the Cuban people and Central Church of Matanzas in your prayers.
Respectfully submitted,
Georgia L. Herrera
Cuba Traveler 2017
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Perk ‘n’ Pour for September
Sept. 3rd

Sept. 10th

Sept. 17th

Sept. 24th

Debbie Yale and a volunteer
(please let Debbie know if
you can help)
Ken Schacht
Jen Seversen
Todd Seversen
Nancy Ritter
Jerry Ritter
Nancy Reeser
Dennis Reeser
Mary Lou Schuler
Linnea Brooke
John Brooke

Do you enjoy receiving this newsletter
each month? Are you willing to donate about two hours of your time to
make it happen? Marge would like to
see a few more people volunteer to
help the members of Daytime Circle
prep the monthly newsletter for mailing.
The next newsletter prep party will be
Thurs., Aug. 24th at noon. The group
has a great time catching up on
things while providing a great service
to the church.

FALL RECIPE—SLOW-COOKER
PEACH VANILLA BUTTER
Ingredients:
 8 whole fresh peaches
 2 whole vanilla beans
 ¼ cup granulated sugar
Directions:
1) Peel peaches, remove pit and cut into chunks or
slices and place in a 6 quart or larger crock-pot.
2) Cut each vanilla bean in half lengthwise and
scrap out the vanilla bean seeds with a spoon
and put seeds and the pods into the crock-pot
with the peaches.
3) Add the sugar and stir to combine.
4) Cover and cook on low 4 hours.
5) Remove the vanilla bean pods.
6) Pour cooked peaches a blender (being careful
not burn yourself), cover and blend until
smooth.
7) Pour pureed peaches back into crock-pot and
cover, but prop up the lid of the crock-pot with a
chopstick or other heat proof utensil to allow
moisture to escape.
8) Continue cooking on low for one-two hours, stirring every now and then to prevent peach butter
from burning.
9) Pour into jars or containers and refrigerate for
up to two months, freeze for up to six months
or process in a hot water bath for 20 minutes.
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RENT A YOUTH — We clean, paint,
organize, do yard work, and so
much more— for a donation to
the Youth Mission Trips!
For more information or to schedule
an appointment contact Ben Neal at
262-497-6545 or email him at:
beneal@hotmail.com

Have you or a family member ever
played in the Hand Bell Choir at First
Presbyterian Church? We are looking to
make a roster of all members who have
ever played in the choir. If you know of
someone, please email to LuAnn Hansen
at hansen1@execpc.com. The choir dates
back to 1954, so if you can think of a
family member who may have played
back then let us know.

MUSIC & MORE
The Music & More Season Finale concert Friday evening, August 18 was outstanding! A nearlyfull house of 288 people filled the pews at First Presbyterian Church, and were entertained by
Andrea Nitz (the first recipient of the Mearl Mahl scholarship in 2015), Cecilia Trio, and the
Lynda Schlitz Ensemble.
Kay Mahl presented a $500 Mearl Mahl Youth Music Scholarship to singer/actress Evelyn
Alumbreros. Checks for $1,800 each were presented to representatives from three community
agencies. Pastor Gillian Weighton made those presentations with inspiring words about the
importance of beautiful music, especially needed these days when so many violent and
disturbing events in America and around the world continue to “break our hearts and leave
us speechless.” Music & More has a 24 year history of giving back to the community in the
form of unrestricted grants to support the work of non-profit service agencies.
Cecilia Trio, featuring violinist Ann Heide, cellist Andrea Nott, and pianist Fumi Nakayama
had the crowd on their feet for a standing ovation. Special guest violinist Annli Nakayama
joined the trio for several pieces. Vocalist Lynda Schlitz, violinist Joseph Ketchum, and pianist
Maggie Rebers entertained during the last half of the concert with selected song favorites
from stage and screen, and the concert concluded with another standing ovation!
Bravo and thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of this exceptional season:
sustainers, sponsors, donors, concert attendees, M&M volunteers, and the 57 musicians and
two performing groups who shared their musical gifts with us during our 2017 season.
Save the dates: Music & More 2018 kicks off on Thursday, June 7 at Noon and will continue
through August 9. The Season Finale concert is scheduled for Friday, August 17 at 7:00 p.m.
We will be celebrating our 25th Anniversary Season!
Georgia Hall
Music & More Committee Chair
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PARISH NURSE CORNER

A LABOR DAY PRAYER
Good and gracious God, you told us from the very beginning that we would earn
our bread by the sweat of our brow. We are inter-dependent in our laboring Lord.
We depend on the migrant workers who pick our lettuce and our strawberries, the
nurses’ aides who empty bed pans, the teachers who form our children’s minds.
We thank you Lord, for the gifts and talents you have given us that allow us to earn
a living and contribute something positive to our world. We pray, dear Lord, for
those who are without work. Sustain them - us - in your love.
Help us to realize that we have worth as human beings, job or no job.
But, that’s hard to get, Lord. Our society preaches to us that worth comes from
success, of being better than the Jones’. But our worth comes because You made
us. We are Your children, no matter what, job or no job. You love us and you
call us to love and support each other.
We pray, Lord, for those who do the dirty work in our lives, Lord, those who break
their backs for us, those who are cheated out of even a minimum wage, those who
have no access to health care, those who cannot afford to send their kids to college.
Help us to bind together, Lord, as a community, as a nation, because we depend
on one another - the garbage men, the police, the stock people in our grocery
stores, the UPS drivers, the pilots, the 7/11 clerks, the ticket-takers on the turnpike,
the plumbers, the accountants, the bank tellers, the landscapers, the lifeguards,
those who clean houses, the cooks, the waiters, the steel workers, the carpenters,
the dentists, and yes, the writers.
Help us to realize this weekend, how dependent we are upon one another, Lord.
We are one. We are family. We need each other.
Let us give thanks for each other this Labor Day weekend, Lord. Help us to
celebrate the value, dignity, the contributions that each one makes to keep
our country, our cities, our lives going.
And in tough and easy times, help us recall the words of Jesus:
“Come to me all who labor and are heavily
burdened and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, for my yoke is
easy and my burden light.” ~ Matthew 11:28
Enjoy a relaxing and peaceful Labor Day holiday,

* Written by Bob Traupman and posted by Xavier University’s JesuitResourse.org website
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