
 

Dear Friends, 

 

“God’s truth abideth still, God’s Kingdom is forever.” 

 

On October 31
st

, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 criticisms of the Catholic Church on a 

church door in Wittenberg. In so doing he launched a movement, the Reformation, that was  

to change the world in ways that he could scarcely have imagined that day 500 years ago. 

 

Luther’s intention was to reform Catholicism, especially the selling of indulgences which  

Luther thought an abuse of power and theologically unacceptable. He never intended to  

break the Catholic Church apart, yet that is what happened and the world was changed. The 

upheaval stretched into every sector of society – religion, economics, politics and education 

and the social structures that had held sway for centuries. 

 

As the movement of the Reformation gained momentum, those protesting the abuses of the 

Catholic Church (hence the name Protestants) began to squabble and so Protestantism itself 

became fractured. So, there developed different churches; Lutheran, Presbyterian, Baptist, 

Methodist and so the list goes on of the variety of Protestant Churches we have today. 

 

Now 500 years after the Reformation began, the Christian Church is still fractured and  

the body of Christ in conflict over theological, political, economic and social issues.  In the 

last century, Karl Barth spoke of the need of the Church in these terms, “ecclesia semper 

reformanda est” – the church must always be reformed. 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ must, indeed, always be reforming. Life, society and circumstances 

change and we seek to adapt to these changes. However, as Luther’s hymn quoted at the top 

says, “God’s truth abideth still, and God’s Kingdom is forever.” 

 

What does not change is the truth of God which is that God’s love is for the world, the whole 

world and everyone in it—regardless of whether they are Catholic, Protestant, Jew or Muslim,  

or humanist, or whatever label we choose to give or identify by. And God’s Kingdom is the  

everlasting Kingdom to which we aspire, a Kingdom that is established on peace and security 

for all. So, we keeping reforming not for the sake of it, but for the sake of working with God 

to bring in this Kingdom where all will know and experience the love of God and all will live  

as God intended, at peace with dignity and respect shown to all. 

 

As we celebrate this 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation, we might well ask, “How can we be 

reformed as individuals and as the Church so that by the power of the Spirit of God working 

in and through us we may serve the living God?” 

 

Blessings and peace, 

 

 

PARISH NURSE CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thanksgiving Prayer 

 

Lord, so often times, as any other day  

When we sit down to our meal and pray 

 

We hurry along and make fast the blessing  

Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing 

 

We are slaves to the olfactory overload 

We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold 

 

But Lord, I’d like to take a few minutes more  

To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for 

 

For my family, my health, a nice soft bed  

My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head 

 

I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those  

Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever possibly know 

 

Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond measure  

Thankful that in my heart lives life’s greatest treasure 

 

That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place  

And I’m ever so grateful for Your unending grace 

 

So please, heavenly Father, bless this food  

You’ve provided And bless each and every person invited 

 

Amen! 

~  Scott Wesemann ~ 
 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Blessings, 

Peggy Taylor, RN—Parish Nurse 
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 3 Ryan Eifert 

  Zachary Eifert 

 4 Karin Roach 

 5 Margaret Ford 

  Sheila Lawrence 

 7 Denise Harris 

 8 Elliott Harris 

  Mike Roach 

  Amy Schaal 

  Cathy Yonker 

 13 Vivian Clark 

  Bev Eifert 

 15 Nancy Knoedler 

 16 Elie Hunt 

  Patrick Tews 

 17 Kathryn Randall 

  Peggy Wagner 

 18 Autumn Eifert 

  Dana Griffith 

  Joseph Hutcherson 

 19 Christopher Hansen 

 23 Jen Seversen 

  Jennifer Wright 

 25 Bill Gunderson 

 26 Nancy Bucklew 

 27 Carolyn Christensen 

 29 Annli Nakayama 

  Dominick Wagner Pina 

 30 James Yonker 

Charles & Nancy Knoedler 

November 3, 1951 

Steven & Nicole Relaz 

November 8, 2014 

Ko & Myrna Kryger 

November 11, 1989 

Mike & Karin Roach 

November 28, 1981 

 

 

FALL RECIPE— 

ROASTED VEGETABLES 

 

Ingredients: 

 2 pounds butternut 

squash, peeled, seeded, 

and cut into 1½ inch 

pieces 

 2 pounds red new potatoes (12 to 14), well 

scrubbed and quartered 

 1 pound medium red onions (about 2 to 3), 

peeled and quartered 

 1 pound small beets, well scrubbed and 

quartered 

 ½ pound each—carrots and parsnips, 

halved lengthwise, if thick, and cut into 1½ 

inch lengths 

 4 to 6 garlic cloves, peeled and smashed 

 3 tablespoons olive oil 

 Coarse salt and ground pepper 

 

Directions: 

1) Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Divide 

vegetables and garlic between two 

rimmed baking sheets (or line with 

parchment paper, if desired, for easy 

cleanup); dividing evenly, toss with oil, 

coarse salt, and cracked pepper (to your 

taste) 

2) Roast until vegetables are tender and 

beginning to brown, 40 to 50 minutes, 

tossing them and rotating sheets from 

top to bottom halfway through. Serve 

hot or at room temperature.  

 

Cook’s note:   

Use shallow pans (such as baking sheets)  

and don't overcrowd vegetables. This allows 

vegetables to brown rather than steam. 

 

Also, for an added flavor burst, drizzle  

with balsamic vinegar, just before  

serving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF 2017 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

On Sunday, November 5
th

, the clocks  

“fall back” one hour at 2 a.m., allowing  

an extra hour of sleep. Therefore, sunrise 

and sunset both occur one hour earlier 

than before, at 6:28a.m. and 4:39 p.m. 

 

 

 

VETERANS DAY—SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
TH 

Thanking a Veteran!  Combined, the 

thanks we give and receive improve our 

mental health and relationships.  If you  

do not feel that simply saying “thank you 

for your service” is enough, or you want to 

explore different gestures, there are a few 

other ways to show your appreciation for 

our Veterans.  Below are a few alternatives 

to getting to know the Veterans in your 

community: 

 Volunteer at an event focused on  

helping Veterans 

 If you know a Veteran, write a simple 

postcard or e-card that recognizes 

them 

 Make donations to non-profit Veterans 

organizations 

 Visit a Veteran at your local hospital 

on a holiday or weekend 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY—THURSDAY THE 23
RD

 

This Thanksgiving, take a few minutes to 

be thankful for things that we take for 

granted—a warm bed to sleep in, being 

able to read, the kindness of a stranger, 

indoor plumbing and clean  

water, modern medicine,  

a hot meal, good friends,  

and most importantly 

—God. 

NOVEMBER CHOIR SCHEDULES 

 

CHANCEL 

Sun., Nov. 5, 9:30 a.m. - Performance 

TBD - Rehearsal 

Sun., Nov. 26, 9:30 a.m. - Performance 

HANDBELL 

Wed., Nov. 1, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal 

Wed., Nov. 8, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal  

Wed., Nov. 15, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal 

Sun., Nov. 19, 9:30 a.m. - Performance 

Wed., Nov. 29, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daylight_saving_time_in_the_United_States
http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/grad/solcalc/
http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/grad/solcalc/


OUR COORDINATORS 

 

If you have any questions  

or would like to volunteer in 

 any of these areas, please  

contact the coordinators 

listed to the right. 

DATE GREETERS USHERS LITURGIST PERK-AND-POUR 

Nov. 5 Karin Roach Dennis Reeser Steven Fringer Jen Seversen 

 Ken Nakayama Nancy Reeser  Todd Seversen 

  Julia Reeser  Ken Schacht 

  Ken Schacht   

  Pam Wortley   

Nov. 12 Bev Eifert John Brooke Georgia Herrera Nancy Reeser 

 Mary Eastman Linnea Brooke  Dennis Reeser 

  Bud Eastman  Nancy Ritter 

  LuAnn Hansen  Jerry Ritter 

  Nancy Moore   

  Bob Moore   

Nov. 19 Elie Hunt Denise Park TBD Linnea Brooke 

 Marge Henze Lissy Blandford  John Brooke 

  Kerry Frank  Mary Lou Schuler 

  Bob Frank   

Nov. 26 Marilyn MacCaughey Steve Simpson Patrick Harris Nicole Higgs 

 Mac MacCaughey Bruce Armstrong  Dave Higgs 

  Mary Bernstein  Barb Earnest 

  Steve Bernstein  Royce Earnest 

  Zach Vollman   

PERK-N-POUR 

Ginny Holle 

884-0230 

dholle@wi.rr.com GREETERS & USHERS 

Linda Schubert 

632-7537 

linda.schubert@att.net 

LITURGISTS 

Georgia Hall 

633-7251 

ghall33@yahoo.com 

HISTORY NOOK 

 

The idea for the First Presbyterian Handbell Choir began in 1952, when Rev. Dr. Francis P. Ihrman 

and Mrs. Ihrman were attending sessions of the Presbyterian General Assembly in New York. They 

were deeply impressed by the bell ringers they heard in Brick Presbyterian Church.  Rev. Ihrman 

thought it would be a great activity for youth at First Presbyterian in Racine.  His hopes were real-

ized when the church placed an order for twenty-five bells with a two octave range, from G below 

middle C to the second G above middle C.  The order was placed at White Chapel Bell Foundry UK 

—makers of Big Ben and the Liberty Bell.  White Chapel is the world's most famous bell foundry, 

established in 1570. 
 

Twenty-two months elapsed before the bells arrived in Racine.  Polly Warner, a member of the 

church and music major in college accepted the challenge of being the first bell choir director in 

the State of Wisconsin.  She began her research into campanology (i.e., bell lore) in preparation of  

the bells arrival. Polly discovered the Racine bells came from the White Chapel Bell Foundry.  In 

1602, a number of ringers founded a society called the "Scholars of Cheapside" at All Souls  

College, Oxford.  Bell ringing was originally considered an aristocratic pastime; however, in the 

last half of the 19th century, bell ringers came to be recognized as important church workers. 

 

Our church also sent Mrs. Warner to Ipswich, Massachusetts, to attend a conference of the  

American Guild of English Handbell Ringers, where she exchanged ideas with others active  

in the revival of early English music.  To protect the bells, William Reid, also a member of the 

church built cases for them, which are still used today. 
 

The youth of the church were also waiting for the arrival of the bells with great excitement.   

My sisters, Sue Gillett Givens and Martha Gillett Spacek, were members of the first choirs.   

Martha writes, "when our church first got the bells there was no music literature available.   

Our director would write the chords of a hymn on a poster board. She would tap the chord  

with a stick. If you had a bell in that chord you rang it. I had G and F, so I got to play often."  

They played in the balcony because the acoustics were better and the mechanics of their  

playing wouldn't distract the congregation. 
 

The choir, affectionately called the Ding-a-Lings, continued solely as a youth choir until the 1980s, 

when Larry Van Ess began an adult choir.  Several members from the current bell choir began play-

ing as youth.  Through the years the choir has expanded to five octaves— thanks to memorials 

and donations.  We have also added a set of hand chimes to the repertoire.  All youth and adults 

are invited to join in the English bell ringing experience—under the direction of Nancy Buck 

(handbell choir director since 1990). 
 

Nancy Reeser 

Archive Committee 

Photo at left was taken from article located  

in First Presbyterian Church’s archive files.   

Pictured in photo—from left to right:  

 Pat (Nelson) Weed 

 Eugene Nelson 

 Mrs. Polly Warner 

 Reverend Dr. Francis P. Ihrman 
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716 College Avenue * Racine, WI 53403 * 262.632.1686 * Email: 

First Presbyterian is putting 

on our last Community Meal 

of 2017 on Tues., Nov. 21
st

. 

We will need donations of 

casseroles, milk, bread, fruit, 

and salad.  

 

If you can help with prep, I start at 2:00 p.m. in 

our church kitchen; at 4:30 p.m., we go to the 

meal site at 1032 Grand Ave (old St. Rose School 

cafeteria), eat at 5:00 and serve dinner at 

5:30.  Interested?  the sign up poster is in Ihrman 

Hall.  Questions? call Debbie Yale 639-5004 

(home) or 498-8753 (cell).  Thank you!!  

NOVEMBER PERK ‘N’ POUR 
 

  5
th

—Ken Schacht, The Seversens 

12
th

—The Reesers and the Ritters 

19
th

—Mary Lou Schuler and the Brookes 

26
th

—The Earnests and the Higgs 

 

SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 
 

  5
th

—Rev. Steve Fringer 

12
th

—Georgia Herrera 

19
th

—TBD 

26
th

—Patrick Harris 

The deacons visit shut-ins and bring them Home 

Communion.  If you or someone you know would 

like to be contacted to receive communion, 

please call the church at 262.632.1686, with 

your name and phone number—to be passed on 

to the deacons. 
NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Health Care Network is grateful for the 

ongoing support that First Presbyterian has 

provided, and wants to invite you to join us 

for our 30
th

 birthday party! 

 

Health Care Network turns 30! 

Come celebrate, see our facility and learn 

about our programs 

Refreshments and door prizes! 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 

Community Open House from 10 am – 1 pm 

904 State Street, Racine 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

     1   2 

2-4p—Food  

Pantry 

7p—BSA Mtg 

7p—Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 

  3 

1:30p—Food 

Pantry Delivery 

7:30p—Musical 

Mystics-Belle 

Ensemble 

Concert 

 

 
GILLIAN’S DAY OFF 

  4 

10a-1p— 

Health Care  

Network- 

Community Open 

House (904 State 

Street) 

7:30p—Musical 

Mystics-Belle  

Ensemble Concert 

  5 

Communion with 

Chancel Choir 

and Jazz Quintet 

10:15a 

Sunday School 

ALL SAINTS 

SUNDAY 

  6 

5:30p—RKYS  

Rehearsals 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

  7 

11a—Staff Mtg 

  8 

12p—Bible Study 

5-7p—Food  

Pantry 

7p—Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 

  9 

2-4p—Food  

Pantry 

7p—BSA Mtg 

 10 

6-8p— 

Flicks @ First 

 

 

 

 
GILLIAN’S DAY OFF 

 11 

12-12:30p—Sack 

Lunch 

 12 

9a—Blood  

Pressure  

Screening 

9:30a—Worship 

10:15a 

Sunday School 

COMMITMENT  

SUNDAY 

 13 

5:30p—RKYS  

Rehearsals 

 

NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 

 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 14 

11a—Staff Mtg 

7p—Deacons 

Mtg 

 15 

10a—Intercessory  

Prayer Group 

12p—Bible Study 

5-7p—Food  

Pantry 

7p—Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 

 16 

12p—Newsletter 

Prep Party 

2-4p—Food  

Pantry 

7p—BSA Mtg 

 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GILLIAN’S DAY OFF 

 18 

 19 

*9:30a—Worship 

with Chancel 

Choir  

10:15a 

Sunday School 

 20 

5:30p—RKYS  

Rehearsals 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 21 

11a—Staff Mtg 

2p—Community 

Meal Prep 

4:30p—

Community Meal 

Service 

7p—Session Mtg 

 22 

12p—Bible Study 

5-7p—Food 

Pantry 

 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOOD PANTRY CLOSED 

 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GILLIAN’S DAY OFF 

 25 

 26 

9:30a—Worship 

with Handbell 

Choir  

10:15a 

Sunday School 

 27 

5:30p—RKYS  

Rehearsals 

 

 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 28 

11a—Staff Mtg 

 29 

12p—Bible Study 

5-7p—Food 

Pantry 

7p—Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 

 30 

2-4p—Food  

Pantry 

7p—BSA Mtg 

7p—Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

  

*Reverse Offering— 

November 5th and 19th 

Join us on Fri., Nov. 10
th

,  

from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

for movie night. 
 

We'll enjoy a light  

supper and watch  

a short film in the chapel,  

followed by a facilitated conversation. 

 

The film is called The Lunch Date.  It's a 

timeless 18-minute parody on an earlier 

era. Think swing and train stations and 

shopping.  And then add food  

and an unexpected relationship  

that demands negotiation. 

 

In addition to bringing yourself, please 

bring a potluck item (i.e., salad, soup  

or chili, sandwiches, chips, dessert) to 

share. We'll provide the plates, bowls, 

beverages, and utensils. 

 

RSVP to Shelley in the church office by 

calling 262.632.1686.  Questions?  

Please email Pat Badger at: 

pbadger@prairieschool.com 

mailto:pbadger@prairieschool.com

