PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen.
A TIME

FOR

THANKSGIVING

AND

COMMITMENT

*COMMITMENT SONG

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”

During the singing of this hymn, we invite you to come forward with
your pledge card and place it in the baskets provided. If you have
already submitted a pledge card—THANK YOU!
GOING FORTH
*CLOSING HYMN

TO

MINISTER

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” [422]

*BENEDICTION
*SUNG BLESSING

[335 V. 3]

Come, Spirit, come our hearts control,
Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
By this we worship and are freed.
POSTLUDE

Alejandro Alumbreros

*Please stand as you are able.
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken or song to be sung by the congregation.
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GATHERING

WITH

PRAISE

Alejandro Alumbreros

PRELUDE
FIRST THOUGHT
“Commitment is an act, not a word.”

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Friends, hear the good news of the Gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*ACT

OF

PRAISE

Jean-Paul Sartre
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: When we stand at the edge of fear and worry,
All: God invites us to step out in faith and trust.
One: When we watch the world’s pain and need,
All: God invites us to make a difference through humble service.
One: When we come empty and weary,
All: God fills us again with the love that will not let us go.
One: When we gather here, we come to worship God.
*OPENING HYMN
*PRAYER

OF THE

TO

PROCLAIMING
PRAYER

OF ILLUMINATION

MINUTE

FOR

TIME

FOR

THE

WORD

STEWARDSHIP

Amy Schaal

ALL AGES

SPECIAL MUSIC

“The Heavens Declare God's Glory ”
by Benedetto Marcello (1686 ~1739)

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” [263]

Kristina Dahl, soprano
Ken Nakayama, baritone
Fumi Nakayama, piano

DAY

WELCOME
Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you have
done or failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the love of God
and are inspired by the hospitality of Jesus Christ. May you find God’s love,
peace and grace as we worship together.
CALL

[384 V. 1]
O love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in Thine oceans depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 23:1-12 [N.T. p. 25]

SERMON

“Here I Am or There You Are?”
Rev. Gillian Weighton
RESPONDING

CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Georgia Herrera
God of mercy, hear our prayers this day. Gathered as a family of faith
we give thanks that You are here with us. Forgive us, we pray, for the
times that we care more for our outward appearance than for our
practices shaped by tolerance and compassion. Forgive us when
we think more of our own needs than those of others. God, when we
parade our piety for all to see, but harbor in our hearts resentment
and jealousy, forgive us. Renew and refresh us by Your gentle Spirit,
so that we may be Your followers not only in name, but in our actions.
In Jesus name, hear our prayers and the quiet prayers whispered in
this sanctuary. ~ Amen

TO THE

WORD

PASSING THE PEACE
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
(During this time the children and their teachers may leave for Sunday School.)

OFFERING/OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen

(Let us continue to pray in silence.)
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Please note that the deadline for December’s newsletter is
TOMORROW, MONDAY THE 13TH! Sorry for the early deadline; but
this will allow our volunteers time to enjoy their Thanksgiving.



As Thanksgiving is fast approaching, there will be revised hours
for the church office. It will be open the week of Thanksgiving
on Monday the 20th, Tuesday the 21stand Wednesday the 22nd.
The office will be CLOSED on Thanksgiving (the 23rd) and Friday
the 24th. Due to these revised hours, the deadline for notices for
the bulletin is noon on Monday the 20th.



We are in need of volunteers to keep our beautiful sanctuary
looking nice during our upcoming holiday season.



Please let me know if there’s anything else I can do to help out.
That’s what I’m here for—to serve you!

Welcome to this sanctuary.
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.
Welcome to this family of faith.

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FOR COMMITMENT SUNDAY
We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting!
9:30 a.m.—Worship
10:15 a.m.—Sunday School
Fellowship to follow
Nursery care is available during worship service in Room 205.

STAY CONNECTED
Website:
Pastors’ Email:
Office Email:
Office Hours:
Telephone:
Address:

firstpresracine.org
pastorgillian@firstpresracine.org
scfringer@hotmail.com
office@firstpresracine.org
Tue. THRU Fri., 8 a.m. TO 1 p.m.
262.632.1686
716 College Avenue
Racine, WI 53403

GET THE WEEKLY “E-VOTIONAL”
To receive our mid-week E-votional, along with news
about what’s going on in the church, call/email the
office and ask to be added to the list!
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November 12, 2017
GREETERS: Bev Eifert, Mary Eastman
USHERS: John & Linnea Brooke, Bud Eastman, Bob & Nancy Moore
PERK-N-POUR: Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Jerry & Nancy Ritter
LITURGIST: Georgia Herrera

CALENDAR
Sun., Nov. 12

OF

EVENTS

FOR THE

WEEK

Wed., Nov. 15

NOVEMBER 12, 2017

9:00 a.m. Blood Pressure Screening
9:30 a.m. Worship—Commitment Sunday
10:15—11:00 a.m. Sunday School

Mon., Nov. 13
Tue., Nov. 14

OF

Newsletter Deadline
Office Closed
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group
Bible Study
Food Pantry
Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Thu., Nov. 16

12:00 p.m. Newsletter Prep Party
2:00 p.m.— 4:00 p.m. Food Pantry

Fri., Nov. 17

12:00 p.m. Office closes at noon

November’s designated food item is “Fruit Pie.” We want to make
sure every family has a fruit pie for Thanksgiving. Pick up a can of
apple or cherry pie filling and a package of refrigerated pie crust
(i.e., Pillsbury Refrigerated Pie Crust). This is one of the easiest
ways to make a “fresh baked” pie—without needing a rolling pin!
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE FOR THE FOOD PANTRY:
WED., NOV. 15TH — Kate Gleason, Maria Hansen
Megan Humphreys, Julia Reeser,
Mac MacCaughey
THURS., NOV. 16TH — Helen Kim, Myrna Kryger,
Steve & Pam Simpson
(If you cannot make your shift, please find a sub and let LuAnn or Karin know.)

Please join us next Sunday, November 19th for worship at 9:30 a.m.
Scripture reading from Matthew 25:1-13.

ADULT ED
SO,

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE AT

AUSTIN SEMINARY?

Come and hear Pastor Gillian talk about her first year as a student
in the D. Min. Program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
This will take place, in the sanctuary, TODAY—
directly following fellowship!
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When you volunteer at First Presbyterian’s Food Pantry, it means many
things. It means that the food pantry is stocked and clean. It means
that food truck deliveries are handled properly. It means that families
needed food last night and you made sure that they got it. It means
those families were treated with dignity and respect. It means that
we are indebted to all of you—the many volunteers, people of all
ages, backgrounds, and abilities. It means we are thankful for the
volunteers who take time out of their lives to give back

— we are thankful for you!
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Prayers for our church family—including
Darrell Sutton, Marlene Wilson, Don & Nancy
Tobias, Ollie Hopkins, Larry & Ellen Cardwell,
Beth Elzinga, Janet Hoffman, Maggie Seater,
Annette Anderson, Ed Lehmann, and Kathi
Wilson. Additionally, please keep Adam Reiss—son of Ellen Cardwell,
Stephen Goodall—grandson of Ollie & Sandy Hopkins, Hannah Yale &
Kevin Liszewski—daughter & son-in-law of Debbie Yale, Richard
Seversen—Todd’s father, Mary Larscheidt—sister of Carrie Massey,
Mary Jensen—sister of Elaine Jacobson, Lucille Von Rotz—mother
of Diane Lehmann, and the mother of Nicole Higgs in your prayers.
Prayers for our military—Captains Mary & Eddie Callahan, Scott
Pence, Andy Loth, Lt. Col Jay Brooke, Nicholas Hansen, Christopher
Hansen, Jordan Smith, Chad Lawrence, Kyle Sondergaard.
Prayers for our friends— Lt. Col. Matt Brooke—Army, Retired,
Karen—friend of Bill & Lissy, and Cousin James in Michigan. And
healing prayers for those who are going through rough times—
whether emotionally, physically or spiritually.

*Because God gave….
We give….
*Because you gave…..
We are on target to balance the
budget again this year.
*Because you give….
We can continue to honor our pledge
to maintain a balanced budget and
give back to God by serving others
through our mission and ministries.

And a special prayer for all those who lend a helping
hand to make the world a brighter place for others.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN STAFF — JOYFULLY SERVING
ALL OF US - Ministers
REV. GILLIAN WEIGHTON - Senior Pastor
REV. STEVE FRINGER - Visitation Pastor
ALEJANDRO ALUMBREROS - Organist & Choir Director
NANCY BUCK - Handbell Choir Director
DORIS DESCHLER - Financial Secretary
DODIE KERKMAN - Sexton
SHELLEY MAURER - Church Secretary
MARK PAFFRATH - Music Leader
PEGGY TAYLOR - Parish Nurse
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SESSION MEMBERS:
Lissy Blandford
Georgia Hall
Dave Holle
Linda Schubert
Pam Wortley

John Brooke
Georgia Herrera
Karin Roach
Steve Simpson

Bud Eastman
Nicole Higgs
Ken Schacht
Ben Wahlen

CLERK OF SESSION:
Kate Gleason

5

First Presbyterian is putting on our last COMMUNITY MEAL of the
year on Tues., Nov. 21st. We will need donations of casseroles,
milk, bread, fruit, and salad.
If you can help with prep, I start at 2:00 p.m. in our church
kitchen; at 4:30 p.m., we go to the meal site at 1032 Grand
Ave (old St. Rose School cafeteria), eat at 5:00 p.m. and serve
dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Interested? The sign up poster is in Ihrman Hall. Questions?
Call Debbie Yale at 639-5004 (home) or 498-8753 (cell).
Thank you!!

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DAYTIME CIRCLE MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS: Our next “Newsletter Parties” are on Thurs.,
Nov. 16th and Tues., Dec. 19th, at noon. Bring a
lunch or snacks for Nov. 16th. There will be an
appreciation luncheon provided on Dec. 19th.
Also, if anyone is interested in attending the performance of “The Story
of the Nutcracker,” with Daytime Circle, tickets for this will be ordered
by Nov. 30th. Depending on availability of seats and number of people
in our group, we hope to go to the 1:30 matinee on Sunday, Dec. 17th.
The ballet is presented by The Studio of Classical Dance Arts, and
features some very talented youth from First Presbyterian Church!
It is being performed at The Rita Comm. Arts Theater at UW-Parkside,
Kenosha and tickets are $15 for adults and $8 for children 12 and
under. This is a wonderful, memorable event for families, and there are
three performances at The Rita that weekend, Friday night at 7:00 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday, both at 1:30 p.m. If you want to come with
the Daytime Circle and bring your children or grandchildren with you,
feel free to invite them too. Remember, please let me know no later
than Thurs., Nov. 30th (the sooner the better) because I was told the
Sunday matinee tickets get sold out first.
P.S. I will get your tickets to you before the day of the performance
so we can just meet at our seats. Thank you—from Ginny Holle
(262-884-0230, dholle@wi.rr.com)
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Do we have talented
parishioners? Come into the
Chapel during fellowship to
look at the Chapel Art.
Photographs by—
Ken Nakayama
Larry Cardwell
Jen Seversen
Sarah Seversen
Paintings by—
Ellen Cardwell
Sizes to fit your walls and
prices to fit your pocketbook.

An update on
“WHAT’S GOING ON?” here at
First Presbyterian Church—
The date has been set
for the Taizé Service.
It will be held on Thurs.,
Dec. 21st at 6:30 p.m.
Mark your calendar now,
so you won’t miss this much
needed meditative and
reflective service scheduled
right before the busy week!

Reminder to bring in
your REVERSE OFFERING
items—we want to
make sure that each
family receives an
overflowing basket!
Just a reminder that
TODAY our parish nurse,
Peggy Taylor,
will be doing BLOOD
PRESSURE SCREENING

in Ihrman Hall—before
and after worship.
Please stop by to see
Peggy for this screening
or to just say hello!

We are looking for help to decorate
First Presbyterian Church on Sat.,
Nov. 25th.
We will meet in the
sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.
Please come help for
an hour or two. We
should be finished around noon.
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