Dear Friends,
As a child, I was taught the prayer:
“Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray to God my soul to keep,
If I should die before I wake, I pray to God my soul to take,
Up to heaven for His dear sake.”
It is a simple prayer that is easy for a child to memorize. But it also has the power
to frighten a child, knowing that while we sleep we might die, apparently without
warning.
Recently I read a story about a Buddhist monk who maintained that this prayer had
it wrong. Rather than saying, “If I should die before I wake,” the line should read, “If
I should wake before I die.” There is a subtle change here in the wording, but it
changes the meaning of the petition drastically.
“If I should wake before I die”
Our initial reaction may be to scoff at the implication that we are not awake. However, the more we think about it, the more we may realize that it is a challenge to be
awake, to truly be engaged in life, and not simply to be going through the motions.
Easter is a season that encourages us to think in terms of new life and new beginnings. With the joy of resurrection and all that speaks of new life, this is a time for us
to really wake up and appreciate the blessings of life. Although there are many
things happening in the world that make us grumble, complain and worry, there is
also much to celebrate and enjoy.
We ought to wake up to the sheer wonder of being alive and to sharing this life with
so many loved ones around us. There is the delight of this time of year with the buds
ready to break forth into splendid color, reminding us that winter is over. The days
are longer and brighter, and the world is still a place of great beauty. Above all there
is the resounding joy of the Easter message: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. The
power of death has been overcome by the power of God’s love. While resurrection
speaks of the life eternal, it also calls us to live this life, here on earth, to the full,
enjoying every moment and celebrating that God is with us always.
Blessings and peace,
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FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry continues to enjoy amazing
support from the Congregation. Our sales of
excess food commodities have been generously
supported, and have allowed us to buy items
desperately needed for our shelves. We will
continue to do these fundraisers to prevent
from having to discard inventory, and to keep
our shelves stocked with all necessary items.
We are currently investigating options to expand
our storage capabilities. Presently, we have
inventory in several different locations. We are
using refrigeration space which doesn’t belong
to the pantry. Using several storage areas also
doesn’t allow for streamlined inventory controls.
We foresee needing more refrigeration space as
well as currently needing more shelving. We will
keep you updated on how we address these
problems.
We have been extremely busy in March and
April, exceeding our quota on a few occasions.
The Easter egg dye kits were a big hit. We will
continue to look for simple, inexpensive ways
to offer something extra for our clients.
We now have a good working list of subs to
cover shifts that monthly assigned volunteers
can’t cover. However, we still are light on a few
monthly shifts, so we ask that you continue to
consider joining us. Megan Humphreys has
been a frequent volunteer, and has reached
out to friends at school who need volunteer
hours. Thanks, Megan.
Karin Roach
Food Pantry Co-Coordinator

www. FirstPresRacine.org
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HISTORY NOOK
The following Church Trivia Quiz was created with
help from members of the Daytime Circle while we
were stuffing last month’s newsletter. Steve Fringer
added a trivia question too!
See how many you know. The answers will be on
page 6.
Questions:
1.

How old is the weather vane on display in the front lobby?

2.

Who repaired the weather vane?

3.

Who made the current blown glass pitcher
for the baptismal font?

4.

When was the Music & More series started?

5.

Who started the Music & More series?

6.

Before it became a kitchen, what was the
purpose of that room off the lower dining
room?

7.

Who is the longest serving minister?

8.

Who made the “Bird of Paradise” bird bath with
the dove of peace on it, which is displayed in
the atrium area of the lobby?

9.

How many light bulbs are in the chandelier
in our Sanctuary?

10. When were the stained glass windows installed?
11. Who was appointed as the first female head
pastor at First Presbyterian?
12. Who painted the murals on the second floor—
in memory of Miss June Hewlette?
13. What former minister’s Christmas cactus still grows in the
southeast window of Ihrman Hall?
14. What female artist and former congregation member made
some of our banners?
15. How many years were Jerry Buck and John Carré the organists?
Nancy Reeser
Archive Committee
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BIRTHDAYS
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

9th
10th

Linda Schubert
Victoria Vollman
Ken Schacht
Jody Holle
Zoe Tews
Betsy Walton
Royce Earnest
Bill Blandford
Claire Hendee
Logan Humphreys
Paul Hable
Warren DeKraay
Darrell Sutton
Tyler Willing

11th Alejandro Alumbreros
Samuel Leopold
12th Steven Relaz
13th Ken Nakayama
15th David Griffith
16th Carrie Massey
Austin Moulds
19th Stephanie Shelton
20th Megan Humphreys
Robert Lee
Elizabeth Rose
22nd Martha Fusco
Benjamin Rangel
23rd Kime Neal

Brian & Susan Stahl
May 6, 2001
Daniel & Tricia Eifert
May 11, 1991
Ed & Elie Hunt
May 16, 1959
Patrick & Denise Harris
May 19, 1996
Alejandro Alumbreros & Ami Bouterse
May 19, 1996
Charles & Pamela Veenstra
May 24, 1996
Ken & Fumi Nakayama
May 24, 1996

24th
25th
26th
27th

Austin Eifert
Jennifer Humphreys
Jennings Leavell
Michael Earnest
Michael Wahlen
Debbie Yale
28th Justin Nichols
Brian Stahl
Elizabeth Stevenson
30th Les Lucareli
31st Harold Ralston

David & Dana Griffith
May 25, 1996
Michael & Pamela Wahlen
May 26, 1984
Royce & Barbara Earnest
May 26, 1990
Jeff Leavell & Georgia Herrera
May 27, 1989
Russell & Katherine Wortley
May 27, 1989
David Wright & Kristin Holmberg-Wright
May 30, 1980
Patrick & Elizabeth Tews
May 30, 2007
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This year’s Youth Mission Trip is
scheduled for JULY 9-15, 2017. If
you are interested in participating in
the youth mission trip this summer,
please contact Pastor Gillian as soon
as possible.
All youth 12 years and older are
welcome to come on this trip to
South Carolina.

DAYTIME CIRCLE
The Daytime Circle will meet on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 12:00 noon (or
11:30 a.m., if not meeting at the church),
unless members want to do something
that cannot be scheduled for that day.

We clean, paint,
organize, do yard
work, and so
much more—for
a donation to the
Summer Youth
Mission Trips!

In June, Daytime Circle will attend Music
and More on June 15th, when Leah Fisher's
daughter will be performing. We will probably go to lunch that day, following Music
and More.

It’s the perfect time to whip those
flowerbeds into shape. Let the kids
do the work for you!

In August, Mary and Bob Johnson will host
the picnic for our group in their beautiful
yard, date to be determined.

For more information or to schedule
an appointment contact Ben Neal at
262-497-6545 or email him at:
beneal@hotmail.com

Other ideas for our Daytime Circle include
outings such as going to Cedarburg, the
Antique Mall on highway 50, tour of
churches or places of worship in Racine
county or in Milwaukee, and possibly a
mini-retreat. Attending a Brewer game in
Milwaukee was very popular two summers
in a row, and if someone wants to coordinate that, please let me know.

The deadline for newsletter articles
is listed on the “Calendar of Events”
included with each month’s newsletter
mailing. June’s deadline will be Mon.,
May 22 at 12:30 p.m. and the Prep
Party is scheduled for Thurs., May 25
at noon.

Remember, all are invited to join us at any
of our gatherings, men and women both!
Look for our announcements in the First
News and in the Sunday bulletins under
the heading of Daytime Circle and on our
church website.

And the deadline for Sunday bulletin
articles is typically on Wednesdays at
12:30 p.m.

Ginny Holle
Daytime Circle Committee
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MAY CHOIR SCHEDULES
CHANCEL
Thurs., May 4, 7:00 p.m.—Rehearsal
Sun., May 7, 9:30 a.m.—Performance
Thurs., May 25, 7:00 p.m.—Rehearsal
Sun., May 28, 9:30 a.m.—Performance
HANDBELL
Wed., May 3, 7:00 p.m.—Rehearsal
Wed., May 10, 7:00 p.m.—Rehearsal
Sun., May 14, 9:30 a.m.—Performance
Wed., May 17, 7:00 p.m.—Rehearsal
Wed., May 31, 7:00 p.m.—Rehearsal

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD TOURS
Looking for a new job? We have
a wonderful one right here at our
church. The pay is not so hot, but
the rewards are worth every second
you spend with the children, teens
and adults who come to see our
beautiful church architecture, our
quilt display, our Henry “Box” Brown
box and to hear the lore about the
Underground Railroad that was
active when the church was built.
We will train you and give you all
the information that you need to
thrill our visitors. We need a few
more docents, especially in the
Spring. If you would like to help,
please contact Linda Schubert,
linda.schubert@att.net or call
262.632.7537.

PENNE WITH SPRING VEGETABLES
Ingredients:
 1 pound fresh asparagus,
trimmed and cut into ½ inch
pieces
 1 (8 ounce) package sugar
snap peas, trimmed
 1 (8 ounce) package dry penne pasta
 3 tablespoons olive oil
 1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
 Salt & pepper to taste
Directions:
1) Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a
boil. Add asparagus, and cook for two
minutes. Add peas, and cook for two more
minutes. Transfer to a large bowl; set aside.
Add pasta to boiling water, and cook for 8 to
10 minutes or until al dente; drain.
2) Place pasta in the bowl with asparagus and
peas. Toss with olive oil, Parmesan, salt and
pepper.
ANSWERS TO CHURCH TRIVIA QUIZ (page 3) :
1.
2.
3.

165 years old
Bob Johnson
Amanda Paffrath
(The baptism bowl and pitcher were made by two
teachers from Prairie School and dedicated to the
memory of church member Betty Richards. Some
years later, when the pitcher was broken, Amanda
Paffrath made a new pitcher for us.)

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
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1994
Randy Bush
It was a chapel.
Rev. Francis P. Ihrman 1937-1969
Karen Johnston, former church member
48 lightbulbs
1885
Rev. Gillian Weighton
Karen Johnston
Rev. Francis P. Ihrman
Colleen Michael
Each were the organist for 45 years.

MUSIC & MORE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Plan to join us on Thursday, June 8 at Noon as we kick off our 24th season!
We’ve planned a full schedule: 10 weeks, every Thursday, noon to 1:00 p.m.
through August 10. The concerts are FREE, fun and fast-paced, so plan to bring a
friend or two. As always, the weekly offerings will benefit three local service
agencies.
We welcome a number of new acts in June: Classical guitarist Naeim Rahmani;
vocal & instrumental with Chris Ghilani (Leah Fisher’s daughter) & Maria Sharpe;
guitarist Luke Nuzzo with vocalist Anna Nuzzo; Kristina Beier (flute) accompanied by Sharon Adel on piano; an instrumental group from Southeast WI Performing Arts; and a contemporary a cappella group from UW-Parkside, Parkside
Range.
PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO SUPPORT MUSIC & MORE. We depend on contributions from individuals and businesses which allow us to give an honorarium
to the musicians, pay for advertising and other expenses, add to the Randy Bush
and Mearl Mahl youth scholarships, and set aside some funds for our 25th anniversary celebration. Donations in any amount are greatly appreciated! SPONSORSHIPS are $250 and donations of $300 and above will be listed as SUSTAINERS. All
donations are tax-deductible when given to First Presbyterian Church, for Music
& More. Donations may be given IN HONOR or IN MEMORY of someone or to mark a
special occasion. In appreciation, you will receive two complimentary tickets to
the Season Finale concert on August 18 and you will be recognized as a series
contributor in our weekly concert programs. Thank you!

JUNE LINE-UP
June 8

June 22

Naeim Rahmani
Belle Ensemble

Sharon Adel & Kristina Beier
Michael Mueller
Nicholas Barootian

June 15

June 29

Chris Ghilani & Maria Sharpe
Corelli Ensemble
Anna Nuzzo & Luke Nuzzo

Corporate Downsizing Quartet
Southeast WI Performing Arts(a)
Parkside Range
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PARISH NURSE CORNER
Laughter!
This is a beautiful time of year. The grief
of Holy Week is behind us, and the Victory
that Easter brings is before us. Praise the
Lord! As we experience God’s beautiful gift
of Spring with the trees and flowers in
bloom, let us not forget the gift of joy and
laughter. The quality of our lives may be
improved when we enjoy the blessing of a
cheerful heart. “A cheerful heart is good
medicine …” Proverbs 17:22.
God’s gift of laughter is a gift we can give
ourselves as well as others. We can enjoy
humor in our lives by remembering the
following:
First, thank God for the gift of humor.
Second, don’t take yourself or others too
seriously. Being able to laugh at your mistakes is a gift as well as a learning experience. Know your limitations, and don’t try
to solve or carry the burdens of the world
on your shoulders. Instead, give them to
the Lord. He will do a much better job of
handling them than we could ever do.

Consider the lilies of the field,
the blue banks of camas opening
into acres of sky along the road.
Would the longing to lie down
and be washed by that beauty
abate if you knew their usefulness,
how the natives ground their bulbs
for flour, how the settlers’ hogs
uprooted them, grunting in gleeful
oblivion as the flowers fell?
And you—what of your rushed
and useful life? Imagine setting it all down—
papers, plans, appointments, everything—
leaving only a note: “Gone
to the fields to be lovely. Be back
when I’m through with blooming.”
Even now, unneeded and uneaten,
the camas lilies gaze out above the grass
from their tender blue eyes.
Even in sleep your life will shine.
Make no mistake. Of course
your work will always matter.
Yet Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.
Lynn Ungar

Third, surround yourself with positive people
to help you through the good times as well
as the diﬃcult circumstances. The feeling of
closeness is also a reward that laughing with
others can bring.
Fourth, take time each day to enjoy humor
and laughter. To find a more balanced perspective on life, look for the funny side of
situations. While sharing the good times
with others, don’t forget to also share the
gift of the “Good News” with them.
May the Lord bless you with a happy and
joyful heart.
Blessings,

Peggy Taylor, RN, Parish Nurse
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