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PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: Holy God, we rest in the promise of Your grace. 

All: And are humbled by Your endless mercy 

One: Living Christ, we remember Your love 

All: And are humbled by Your sacrifice 

One: Spirit of God, we seek Your guidance 

All: And are humbled by Your patience with us 

 

*HYMN “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” [p. 3] 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All:  O God of life, we confess the ways we turn away from the full-

 ness of life that You offer. (O Lord hear my prayer) 

All:  God of love, we confess we hold hate in our hearts and  

 indifference to others. (O Lord hear my prayer) 

All:  God of justice, we confess that our lives are linked to  

 oppressive systems. (O Lord hear my prayer) 

All:  God of peace, we confess the violent reality of our world  

 and our failure to seek peace. (O Lord hear my prayer) 

All:  Holy God, we confess our sins. (O Lord hear my prayer) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One:  Return to the Lord your God, for God is gracious and compassion-

 ate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Turn toward your God, 

 confident that, through Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

All: This is the good news of the gospel, thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 58:1-9 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR “Lonesome Valley” 

 by C. Harry Causey 

 

INVITATION TO LENT AND THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, Lent is a time of preparation and of  

reflection. Through the coming weeks we journey with Jesus, longing  

to draw closer to God and our neighbor.  Lent is a time when we pre- 

pare to once again celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord  

Jesus Christ. But we begin this holy season, acknowledging our need  

of mercy and forgiveness that is promised and proclaimed through  

the good news of Jesus Christ. May God strengthen us and sustain as  

we journey together. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PENITENT 

One:  Generous God, You have filled the earth with abundance and 

 our lives with unnumbered blessings. 

All:  May we learn to live with generous hearts and with open hands.  

 [Hymn ”Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire” - p. 4 v. 1] 

One:  Humble God who became flesh and blood in Jesus. You touched  

 the untouchable, spoke to the outcast and welcomed all into  

 Your loving embrace. 

All:  Help us to live with humble hearts, looking always to the needs of 

 others.  [Hymn ”Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire” - p. 4 v. 2] 

One:  Righteous God, You call us into a relationship with You and invite  

 us through fasting, prayer, worship and community to draw closer 

 to You. 

All:  Walk with us on this Lenten journey. Give us eyes to see the  

 path You would have us take, gives us ears to hear Your call  

 and hearts that abide in Your perfect peace.  [Hymn ”Though  

 I May Speak with Bravest Fire” - p. 4 v. 3] 

 

All are invited to come forward and receive  

the imposition of ashes as we sing 

 

*HYMN “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” [p. 5] 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
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3 6 

 

MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE  

 

Let Your God Love You 

~Edwina Gateley 

 

 

Be silent. 

Be still. 

Alone. 

Empty 

Before your God. 

Say nothing. 

Ask nothing. 

Be silent. 

Be still. 

Let your God look upon you. 

That is all. 

God knows. 

God understands. 

God loves you 

With an enormous love, 

And only wants 

To look upon you 

With that love. 

Quiet. 

Still. 

Be. 

Let your God- 

Love you. 
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O LOVE THAT WILT NOT LET ME GO 

 

THOUGH I MAY SPEAK WITH BRAVEST FIRE 


