PARISH NURSE CORNER

A CHRISTMAS CALM
How to simplify this holy season? Celebrating the coming of the Christ Child, and
the word “simplify” somehow just do not seem synonymous because it’s a miracle.
The sheer magnitude of this event on the world is not “simple” at all, it’s extraordinary! How did the Gift of Baby Jesus evolve into the economic frenzy that surrounds
us today? The craziness begins shortly after Halloween. Most folks don’t like that it
seems to be starting earlier each year. It seems we run around on the consumer
wheel beyond the limits of what is common sense. Yet year after crazy year we try
to “make it the best holiday season ever.” There couldn’t possibly be enough time
or money to make all of this happen. Being swept up in the holiday madness and
chaos can be nothing short of exhausting.
Here’s an idea for those wanting to cut down on their spending and save money.
How about you save yourself and ponder ways to tame some of the over‐the‐top
traditions that have kept you swept up in the madness. Seasonal overkill can be
reined in. We can show our youth that simple pleasures are the best. How? Take
a holiday from “The Holidays.” Yes, you read that right. Say these words to yourself:
love, tenderness, caring, contentment, calm, peaceful, heartwarming, simple, kind,
soft, tranquil, serene and gentle. You get the idea.
Feel yourself slowly relaxing and let it all go. Cancel the consumer‐driven Christmas
and embrace the joyful time spent using the words listed above. Just try it once and
if you miss the seasonal circus, you can always hook‐up with it again next year.
Consider this ‐ the word “gift” from Webster’s New World Dictionary:
Noun: 1) something given; present 2) the act of giving 3) natural ability
Verb: 1) to present a gift to, 2) to present as a gift
In thinking about how to be present, give someone your complete attention, trying
to understand what it is they need or want, at that very moment. Be present. Think
about it; being totally present for someone in your life. Give the gift of yourself this
Christmas.
One random act of kindness has the ability to become “contagious” and may inspire
others to do the same. During this season of presents and gifts, let us be present
and be a gift to each other, in God’s name.

Dear Friends,
“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.”
In the brisk, evening cold that settles in this time of year here in Wisconsin, one becomes
more aware of the darkness as it descends ever earlier with each passing day. And with the
darkness there comes a hush……..a sense of watching, waiting and anticipating what lies
ahead. Advent is such a season of waiting through the darkness for something altogether
wonderful – Christmas, and the message that pierces the darkness of our lives and the life
of the world, GOD WITH US.
Whether it hearkens back to childhood or is born of our sense of the darkness that seems
to be growing ever deeper, we find ourselves expectant and hopeful.
What are we waiting for? Into a world that is chaotic and frightening, where people still
walk in darkness, we wait for the light of Christ to shine. We wait for the day to dawn when
violence and hate will be exchanged for peace and love. We trust that one day justice will
be done and the message of the prophets before us will come to pass that “all will be well.”
Advent is the season when we join with people through the ages and in all places, in singing
about, praying for, and speaking of the light of the love of God to shine into the darkness of
this world.
And God does not disappoint. For in the birth of Jesus we are reminded, God chooses to
come among us. God chooses to enter the mess, the chaos, the pain, into the deepest
wounds that puncture life’s vitality, into the darkest corners of our hearts. God chooses
to come over and again, to enter our lives and to transform the darkness by the brilliant
light of His love.

I wish you a gentle wave of contentment as you calmly and quietly await and honor
of His coming.

Until the time when the darkness of this world is truly overcome, we watch, we pray and we
share in the work of Christ by showing compassion, acting in love, and making peace.

Hold my hand and feel the Christmas calm. It’s my gift to you.
Christmas Blessings,

May the peace of Christ be with you this Advent season. May the love of Christ inspire us
and may the light of Christ shine in and through our lives.

Peggy Taylor, RN—Parish Nurse

Blessings and Peace,
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THANK YOU to my
dedicated volunteers—
whether you cover the
office for me during
my absence, prep the
monthly newsletter
for mailing or take on
special projects when
requested.
And to go with that
thank you—there will
be a special luncheon
during the December
Newsletter Prep Party.
I cannot
PERK-Nbegin
-POUR to tell you
how
appreciative
I am
Ginny Holle
for all884-0230
that you do for the
dholle@wi.rr.com
church and for me!
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Ginny Holle
Carole Johnson
Conrad Leipold
Jenny Eastman
Diane Lehmann
Sandy Hopkins
Barb Stevenson
Leah Fisher
Daniel Bloch
Elizabeth Bush
Seth Willing
Nancy DeKraay
Mary Ringwalt
Maddox Matson
Alicia Bohman
Braeden DeLao
Keri Fisher
Sharon Campbell
Renate Muir
John Reitsma
Steve Bernstein
Noelle Rooney
Richard Stewart
Hugh Daniels
Dave Rowland
Mallory Shaal
Gayle Titus

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

1:30p—Food
Pantry Delivery
TBD—Christmas
Open House and
Cookie Walk
3
9:30a—Worship /
Communion with
Chancel Choir
10:15a
Sunday School

4
5:30p—RKYS
Rehearsals

10

11
5:30p—RKYS
Rehearsals

9a—Blood
Pressure
Screening
9:30a—Worship /
Christmas
Pageant

5
11a—Staff Mtg

8

9

12
13
14
11a—Staff Mtg
12p—Bible Study
2-4p—Food Pantry
12:30p—PEO CN
5-7p—Food
Mtg
Pantry
7p—Deacons Mtg 7p—Handbell Choir
Rehearsal
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

15

16

19
11a—Staff Mtg
12p—Newsletter
Prep Party and
Appreciation
Luncheon
7p—Session Mtg

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

17
18
9:30a—Worship
5:30p—RKYS
with Handbell Choir
Rehearsals
10:15a
Sunday School
OFFICE CLOSED

Mark & Ann Rose
Dec. 2, 1989
Mark & Jennifer Willing
Dec. 3, 1988
Bruce & Barbara Armstrong
Dec. 19, 1970
Bob & Mary Lee
Dec. 22, 1951
Todd & Elizabeth Stevenson
Dec. 24, 1992
Eric & Mary Ringwalt
Dec. 30, 1989

Tuesday

24
25
26
9:30a—Special
11a—Staff Mtg
Music Worship with
Handbell Choir
6:30p—Christmas
Eve Service/
Communion with
Chancel Choir
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
31
9:30a—Worship
10:15a
Sunday School

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

6
12p—Bible Study
5-7p—Food
Pantry
7p—Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

7
2-4p—Food Pantry
7p—BSA Mtg

20
12p—Bible Study
5-7p—Food
Pantry

21
2-4p—Food Pantry
7p—Taizé Service

22

23

27
12p—Bible Study
5-7p—Food
Pantry

28
2-4p—Food Pantry

29

30

3rd—Larry Dickerson*, Sharon Campbell, LuAnn Hansen, Jeff Leavell, Jen Seversen
10th—Ben Neal*, Tony Aiello, Bill Anderson, David Griffith, Jerry Ritter
17th— Dennis Reeser*, Nancy, Reeser, Julia Reeser, Ken Schacht, Pam Wortley
24th—John Brooke*, Linnea Brooke, Bud Eastman, Bob Moore, Nancy Moore
31st—Denise Park*, Lissy Blandford, Bob Frank, Kerry Frank

*denotes team captain

CHOIR SCHEDULES
CHANCEL
Sun., Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m. - Performance
Thu., Dec. 21, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal
Sun., Dec. 24, 6:30 p.m. - Performance
HANDBELL
Wed., Dec. 6, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal
Wed., Dec. 13, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal
Wed., Dec. 17, 9:30 a.m. - Performance
Wed., Dec. 20, 7:00 p.m. - Rehearsal
Sun., Dec. 24, 9:30 a.m. - Performance

3rd—Mary Lou Schuler and Linda Schubert
10th—Nancy Ritter
17th—Ken Nakayama and Karin Roach
24th—Mary Eastman and Bev Eifert
31st—Marge Henze and Elie Hunt

3rd—Rev. Steve Fringer
10th—John Brooke
17th—Jeff Leavell
24th—Lissy Blandford
31st—Linda Schubert

3rd—Elie Hunt and Peggy Wagner
10th—Bev Eifert and Elaine Jacobson
17th—Dave and Ginny Holle
24th—Deb Yale

ADVENT TAIZÉ SERVICE
THURS., DEC. 21, 6:00 P.M.

Gift yourself with some space for
peaceful reflection during the hectic
holiday season. Our Advent Taizé
(pronounced “Tezzay”) service provides an opportunity to gather in our
sanctuary in a contemplative, prayerful setting. Candlelight, simple songs,
and a period of silence all contribute to
a time to reflect and to open oneself
to God.

HISTORY NOOK
Health Care Network is a non-profit agency providing free or low cost health care to residents
of Racine County who are medically uninsured or medically insured but have limited income.
Services are provided by health care professionals who volunteer their time, offices and skills.
They are located at 904 State Street here in Racine.
What does the Racine Health Care Network have to do with First Presbyterian Church history?
In 1982, a taskforce on unemployment was formed in response to a 22% unemployment rate in
Racine County. Health care needs were identified as a high priority. Fast forward to 1987 when
the group was incorporated as Racine County Community Clinic Inc.—project name, Racine
County Health Care Clinic. They had providers recruited, a referral mechanism developed but
needed a site.
In September 1987 basement office space was donated by First Presbyterian Church. The
doors opened in November 1987 with office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. The clinic operated here until 1990 when Network moved to 734 Lake Ave. into space
donated by Dr. Elizabeth Allen Steffen. Former Executive Director Barb Tylenda says, “The
Health Care Network probably would not have had a chance to take off if it wasn't for First
Presbyterian Church. The agency was just an idea in peoples minds and there wasn't a lot of
widespread support, because no one knew if it could be successful. It was First Presbyterian
Church who took a chance on us."
Dr. William Little, who has been a member of First Presbyterian Church
since April 18,1935, has been a volunteer and supporter of Health
Care Network from the very beginning. To honor Dr. Little and the 30th
Anniversary of Health Care Network, our session has donated $1,000 to
the agency. To both Dr. Bill and Health Care Network—Congratulations!
Nancy Reeser
Archive Committee

Using meditative singing and silence as
a method of prayer, the service draws
on the style used by an ecumenical
monastic order established in Taizé,
France in the 1940s. This community
continues to promote and pray for
reconciliation, peace, unity, and
healing throughout the world.
Pastor Gillian will lead the service,
which lasts about 45 minutes. Music
will be provided by Ami Boutersesoprano, Alejandro Alumbreros-pianist,
and vocal music students. A freewill
offering will be accepted.
All are welcome!

It's Easter, 1963. In between services Director Adrianne Paffrath and the Children's Choir take a walk.
Who's singing?? Can you help identify these robed wonders?

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Mission Committee has met a couple of times this fall. We planned the apple
fundraiser to raise monies to send to the Puerto Rico Hurricane relief effort. Over
$500.00 was raised in one day by our church family. Many thanks to all of you for
your donations and to Nancy Borzynski and her family for the donation of the apples. Trunk or Treat was also a great event organized by Karin Roach and the young
people at our church. The turnout from the neighborhood was a bit disappointing.
However, it was yet one more event to build community amongst our church family
members. It was also a great excuse to eat lots of candy.
Our next Mission Committee event will be a Holiday Open House/Cookie Walk. So
please join us on Fri. Dec. 1st for some holiday cheer and cookies. We hope to raise
some monies for our Sack Lunch program. We are still in the process of planning
this holiday event - so stay tuned.
Cuba is in another period of transition, as the people of Cuba rebound from hurricane damage in Cuba. Fortunately, our partner church in Matanzas narrowly missed
the brunt of the hurricane. We have received reports from Pastors Ary and Beidy that
they were in Florida and Chicago during the hurricane. There was no major damage
to the Church. The water supply was out for a few days and then restored. Recall
the “Living Water” at Central Church in Matanzas is run by an electrical purification
system. For greater details about the system and the history of the water purification program in Cuba talk to Ben Neal. Clean water in Cuba is still not available to
all Cubans. In August, when we were in Cuba, we learned the summer months are
the most difficult times of the year for the Cubans to remain healthy and free from
water contaminants. We donated medications and antibiotics to our church family at
Central. We were very lucky that none of the Cuban Mission Trip Travelers became
ill during our time in Cuba.
The Seminary at the top of the hill in Matanzas, where we all have stayed, did suffer
the loss of many trees and flowers. The landscape at the Seminary was beautiful and
we all greatly enjoyed our walks around the grounds. We pray for a speedy return of
the beautiful Seminary landscape.
What is next in our Cuban Mission? We are hoping to bring our Cuban Pastors Ary
and Beidy back to Racine in the summer of 2018, likely August, along with several
young people from Central church. We will start to organize this mission effort
in the New Year. We must pray and hope that we can realize this goal given the
evolving political challenges. Luckily our mission efforts are focused on hope, love
and the expression of God’s love and doing his work. We will persevere in our continued Cuban Mission efforts, undeterred by the temporary politics of the day. As
always keep our Cuban brother and sisters in your prayers.
On behalf of the Mission Committee we thank you for all of your
prayers and support of the mission work at First Presbyterian.
We are so fortunate to have a church family that is intentional about
living the word of God by actions.
Respectfully submitted,
Georgia L. Herrera

On behalf of LuAnn, Tony and myself, I want
to begin by thanking all those who answered
the call to be food pantry volunteers. I also
want to thank those current volunteers who
agreed to add a second shift per month.
We now have all shifts covered again. We
will soon experience the flight of snow birds,
so we still welcome others to join us in this
valuable mission project.
I am excited to announce that, in February, we
will be the recipients of the Olympia Brown
Universal Unitarian Church’s charity offering.
One of our current pantry volunteers who is a
member of the UU Church encouraged me to
fill out an application for the funds. I did this
in August and just received confirmation that
we were selected. LuAnn, Tony and I will be
talking to their congregation about the pantry
the first Sunday in February. It’s encouraging
to see our pantry being supported by outside
organizations.
Our own Church members continue to reach
out to support the pantry in creative ways.
The Lehmann family is purchasing knit gloves
and knitting hats to hand out to our clients
during the cold weather. Nicole Higgs took all
our extra apples and is making apple butter to
sell to the Congregation. High schoolers—
Katie Harris and Megan Humphreys, along with
their friends, made lunches and decorated for
our recent Trunk ’r’ Treat event. The generous
donation of pumpkins, corn stalks, and Indian
corn to make our parking lot (and now our
main lobby) look very festive were gifted by
Nancy Borzynski. Several members donated
Halloween candy, and we have many steadfast
members who consistently donate food items
to the pantry. Our pantry truly reflects our
church community working together.
Karin Roach, Co-Chair
1st Presbyterian Church Food Pantry

BUTTERFINGER CAKE
Ingredients:
 1 box yellow cake mix (and all ingredients
it calls for)
 1 (14 oz.) can sweetened condensed milk
 1 (16 oz.) jar caramel or butterscotch
topping
 1 (8 oz.) tub cool whip, thawed to room
temperature
 3-4 regular size Butterfinger candy bars,
crushed
 4 oz. chopped pecans
Directions:
1) Bake cake, according to directions, in a
9x13“ pan.
2) Let cake cool for about 5-10 minutes.
3) Poke holes in cake with the handle end
of a wooden spoon.
4) While cake is still warm, slowly pour over
sweetened condensed milk over the top,
making sure some gets in all the holes
of the cake.
5) Next drizzle the caramel topping evenly
over the cake slowly, making sure some
gets in all the holes as well.
6) Spread cool whip over the top evenly.
7) Sprinkle with crushed Butterfinger candy
bar pieces and chopped pecans.
8) Store in fridge until ready to eat. Store
any leftovers in fridge.
Editor’s Note: If you’re not a fan of pecans,
try another chopped nut you do like—or omit
them all-together.

