SACRAMENT

OF

HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation to the Table
The Table at First Presbyterian is open to all. Friends from other traditions
are welcome to share in the Lord’s Supper because Christ is our host.
Children who are being nurtured in the faith are also welcome. We invite
all to share in this meal in order to be renewed and assured of God’s love
and grace.
Sharing the Bread and the Cup
As directed by the ushers—please come forward, take a piece of bread,
dip it in the cup and partake. Servers will be available to bring Communion to those who wish to remain in their seats.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All: Living God, on this day of Resurrection, may we rise to new life,
strengthened by the bread of life. May we find refreshment and
forgiveness in the wine we have shared. Remind us over and again
that You are Lord of life, with us forever, loving us without limit
and blessing us all the days of our life. ~ Amen
GOING FORTH
*CLOSING HYMN

TO

MINISTER

“Christ Has Risen! Shout Hosanna!” [p. 104]

*BENEDICTION
*SUNG BLESSING

[122 v. 3]
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life!
Life is nought without Thee; Aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors through Thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above
Thine is the glory, Risen conquering Son;
Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won.

POSTLUDE

Alejandro Alumbreros

*Please stand as you are able.
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken or song to be sung by the congregation.
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EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 16, 2017
9:30 A.M.

GATHERING
PRELUDE

WITH

(Prayer of Confession—continued from page 2)

PRAISE

our lives knowing that our sins are forgiven. May the grace of
Christ rise within our lives so that we may live graciously and
humbly. May the strength of Christ rise within us today that we
may set aside all doubt and fear, all worry and anxiety. May the
power of Christ rise within us that we may go into the world to
proclaim the good news that death has been defeated and that
love will live forever. ~ Amen

Alejandro Alumbreros

FIRST THOUGHT
Every religious tradition is rooted in mysteries I don’t pretend to
understand, including claims about what happens after we die. But
this I know for sure: as long as we’re alive, choosing resurrection
is always worth the risk. ~ Parker Palmer
One: Christ is risen
All: He is risen indeed.
HANDBELL CHOIR
CALL

(Let us continue to pray in silence.)

“Hallelujah Chorus”
by G. F. Handel

WORSHIP
One: With the faithful throughout the world today, we declare:
All: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.
One: With those who have wept and who mourn, we declare:
All: O death where is your victory! O death where is your sting!
One: With those fearful of the future, we declare:
All: Do not be afraid for Jesus goes ahead of You
One: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, let us worship together on
this glorious Easter Sunday.
TO

HYMN
*PRAYER

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” [p. 123]
OF THE

DAY

WELCOME
Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever
you have done or failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate
the love of God and are inspired by the hospitality of Jesus Christ. May
you find God’s love, peace and grace as we worship together.
CALL

TO

*ACT

OF

PRAISE

[108 V. 1]
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
PROCLAIMING

PRAYER
TIME

(Prayer of Confession—continued on page 11)

THE

WORD

OF ILLUMINATION

WITH THE

CHILDREN

CHANCEL CHOIR

“Now Let Us Sing the Christian Joy”
By G. F. Handel

SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Mark 16:1-8 [N.T. p. 54]
“What Next?”
RESPONDING

CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Rev. Steve Fringer
Loving God, we join the chorus sung in heaven and on earth, Christ is
risen, He is risen indeed. May the love of Christ rise within us today and
make us more loving toward others. May the peace of Christ rise within
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Friends, hear the good news of the Gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

TO THE

Rev. Gillian Weighton
WORD

OFFERING/OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all
creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen
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WELCOME, ALL!
Welcome to this sanctuary.
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.
Welcome to this family of faith.
Prayers for our church family—including Kathi Wilson and
Pam Simpson—who are recovering from surgeries, Peggy Taylor,
Shawna Lehmann, Bonnie Eastman, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Don and
Nancy Tobias, Marlene Wilson, Annette Anderson, Beth Elzinga,
Mary Lou Hill, Evelyn Gayhart, Larry Cardwell, Maggie Seater,
Lucille Von Rotz—mother of Diane Lehmann, Mary Larscheidt—
sister of Carrie Massey.

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting!

9:30 a.m. Easter Worship & Communion
Fellowship to follow in Ihrman Hall
Nursery care is available during worship service in Room 205.

Special prayers at this difficult time for the Stahl Family, as they
mourn the passing of Myron.
Prayers for our military—Captains Mary & Eddie Callahan, Andy
Loth, Lt. Col Jay Brooke, Nicholas Hansen, Christopher Hansen,
Jordan Smith, Scott Pence, Chad Lawrence, Kyle Sondergaard.
Prayers for our friends— Lt. Col. Matt Brooke—Army, Retired,
Rose Truckey—friend of Pam Simpson and Karen Schneider—
friend of Bill & Lissy Blandford, Jeff Erickson from the Caledonia
Fire Dept. Healing prayers for those who are going through rough
times—whether emotionally, physically or spiritually.
Prayers are requested for our mission partners in Cuba, pastors
Ary and Beidy and the congregation of Central Presbyterian Church
in Matanzas.
Also keep those in your thoughts and prayers who remain bright,
cheery and positive, although they may not have a comfortable
place to lay their heads or food to fill their bellies. And a special
prayer for all those who lend a helping hand to make the world a
brighter place for others.
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STAY CONNECTED
WEB SITE:

firstpresracine.org

PASTORS’ EMAIL: pastorgillian@firstpresracine.org
scfringer@hotmail.com
OFFICE EMAIL:
OFFICE HOURS:
TELEPHONE:
ADDRESS:

office@firstpresracine.org
Tuesday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.—NEW HOURS!
262.632.1686
716 College Avenue
Racine, WI 53403

To receive our mid-week E-votional along with news about
what’s going on in the church, call/email the office
and ask to be added to the list!
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APRIL 16, 2017
GREETERS: Mary Eastman, Bev Eifert
USHERS: John & Linnea Brooke, Bud Eastman, LuAnn Hansen
PERK-N-POUR: Royce & Barbara Earnest
LITURGIST: Steve Fringer

CALENDAR
Sun., Apr. 16

OF

EVENTS

FOR THE

9:30 a.m.

WEEK

OF

APRIL 16, 2017

Worship

Mon., Apr. 17

Office Closed

Tues., Apr. 18 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Office Open
Session Meeting

Wed., Apr. 19

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Office Open
Intercessory Prayer Group
Bible Study
Food Pantry
Handbell Rehearsal

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Office Open
Daytime Circle—Jewish
Passover Meal
Food Pantry

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Office Open

Thu., Apr. 20

Fri., Apr. 21

TODAY—we are in need of extra bunnies to help us
hide the eggs for the children’s Easter Egg Hunt.
If you can help, after worship, please remain
in your seat. Thank you!

The Daytime Circle (formerly Deborah Circle and Senior Gems)
will meet on THURS., APR. 20 AT 12:00 P.M. Ellen Cardwell will do
a presentation of a traditional Jewish Passover Meal, and explain
what each component represents. Join us for this enlightening
program which is very skillfully done by Ellen. Following the
Passover presentation, please bring a “bag lunch” and stay for a
time of fellowship and friendly conversation together. Remember,
all are welcome to join in at any of the Daytime Circle meetings!

Please join us at 9:30 a.m. next Sunday the 23rd for worship with
Scripture reading from John 20:19-31.

THIS

WEEK’S SCHEDULE FOR THE

FOOD PANTRY:

WED., APR. 19 — Kate Gleason, Mac MacCaughey, Julia Reeser
THURS., APR. 20 — Martha Fusco, Myrna Kryger, Judy Rowland
If you cannot make your shift, please find a sub and let LuAnn or Karin know.
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Looking for a new job? We have a wonderful one right here at our
church. The pay is not so hot, but the rewards are worth every
second you spend with the children, teens and adults who come
to see our beautiful church architecture, our quilt display, our
Henry “Box” Brown box and to hear the lore about the Underground Railroad that was active when the church was built.
We will train you and give you all the information that you need to
thrill our visitors. We need a few more docents, especially in the
Spring. If you would like to help, please contact Linda Schubert,
linda.schubert@att.net or call 262.632.7537.
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