SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table
The Table at First Presbyterian is open to all. Friends from other traditions are welcome to share in the Lord’s Supper because Christ is our
host. Children who are being nurtured in the faith are also welcome.
We invite all to share in this meal in order to be renewed and assured
of God’s love and grace.
Sharing the Bread and the Cup
Please come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup and partake. Servers will be available to bring Communion to those who wish to
remain in their seats.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All: Holy God, You come through bread and wine to revive our souls
and call us into new life. Thank you for this meal we have shared
and for the fellowship we have enjoyed around this table. Bless us
now as we prepare to go into the world and speak of the joy that is
in Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life for us all. Amen

GOING FORTH
*CLOSING HYMN

TO

MINISTER

“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” [p. 384]

*BENEDICTION
*SUNG BLESSING

[339 V. 3]
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, o Ruler of all.

POSTLUDE

Alejandro Alumbreros

*Please stand as you are able.
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken or song to be sung by the congregation.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

WITH

PRAISE

Alejandro Alumbreros

FIRST THOUGHT
Every religious tradition is rooted in mysteries I don’t pretend to understand, including claims about what happens after we die. But this I
know for sure: as long as we’re alive, choosing resurrection is always
worth the risk.
Parker Palmer
CALL TO WORSHIP AND
One: We move closer toward the city and the cross
All: Jesus is on his way once more to the holiest of weeks
One: We know that for Jesus enthusiasm will turn to rejection
All: God help us not to reject Jesus but to welcome him into
our lives.
One: Gathered in an upper room, Jesus broke bread and shared
the cup, to give strength for the work that awaited.
All: Give us strength through this bread and wine to be faithful followers.
One: Come now and let us worship God whose love never fails.
OPENING HYMN

“When Mornin Gilds the Sky” [p. 487]

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
WELCOME
Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you
have done or failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the
love of God and are inspired by the hospitality of Jesus Christ. May you
find God’s love, peace and grace as we worship together.

(Prayer of Confession—continued from page 2)

where You are at work bringing new life, renewed hope and a
healing comfort. Be at work within our own lives and heal us,
help us and encourage us through every day. Renew our trust
in Jesus who promise this new life and whose forgiveness heals
our souls ~ Amen
(Let us continue to pray in silence.)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Friends, hear the good news of the Gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
*ACT OF PRAISE

PROCLAIMING

THE

WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
MINUTE FOR MISSION

Pamala Handrow

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
CHANCEL CHOIR

“He Was Despised”
by Karl H. Graun

SCRIPTURE

John 11:17-27 [N.T. p. 105]

SERMON

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Rev. Steve Fringer
Holy God, on this day of worship we come to seek Your wisdom and
to rest in Your peace. Calm our troubled souls and let Your healing
forgiveness sweep away our guilt. We have allowed ourselves to give
in to despair and we have failed to trust in Your promises. We have
been blinded to the beauty of the world by its ugliness. Let us see

[370 V.3]
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleans, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!

“Faith and Fear”
Rev. Gillian Weighton

LIVING

THE

WORD

OFFERING/OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all
creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen

(Prayer of Confession—continued on page 11)
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WELCOME, ALL!

Soups * Stews * Hash * Chili
THIS

WEEK’S SCHEDULE FOR THE

FOOD PANTRY:

WED., MAR. 29 — Elaine Jacobson, Ken Schacht, Pam Wortley
THURS., MAR. 30 — Barbara Armstrong, Denise Park, Vi Schufelt
If you cannot make your shift, please find a sub and let LuAnn or Karin know

We continue to enjoy wonderful financial support from the Church membership. Some recent anonymous donations will allow us to purchase a
large amount of soap products and other hygiene articles that our clients
so desperately seek. It’s hard for me to imagine living without necessities
like toilet paper, laundry soap, body wash or toothpaste, but that is the
hardship that many of our pantry recipients live with. These items are expensive and must be given up when money is limited or non-existent.
These are also items that are rarely, if ever, supplied by our government
food sources. Your donations also allow us to offer some perks as well.
During Lent, we were able to give families with children Easter Egg decorating kits. The kids were so excited to receive them.
Recently, several Church members offer to be food pantry substitutes.
This is very helpful as many of our monthly volunteers have busy lives
and sometimes can’t come at their scheduled times. In the past, they
have had to exchange shifts with other volunteers which doesn’t always
work. Having a sub list to pull from makes it easier on everyone. If you
are thinking of getting involved, but don't want to commit to once a
moth, think about being a substitute. We still have a few monthly shifts
that are light, so consider a monthly commitment also. Remember, we
have two food deliveries a month, and while we have a committed crew
for those deliveries, they too are busy people. So, subbing for food deliveries is another option.
We are so appreciative of all the Church’s support. Whether it be financial
support, volunteering to help or providing positive feedback to us, it’s the
fuel that keeps us working hard to make your pantry successful.
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Welcome to this sanctuary.
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.
Welcome to this family of faith.

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting!

9:30 a.m. Worship and Communion * 10:15 a.m. Sunday School
Fellowship to follow
Nursery care is available during worship service in Room 205.

STAY CONNECTED
WEB SITE:

firstpresracine.org

PASTORS’ EMAIL: pastorgillian@firstpresracine.org
scfringer@hotmail.com
OFFICE EMAIL:

office@firstpresracine.org

OFFICE HOURS:

Tues. thru Fri. — 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

TELEPHONE:

262.632.1686

ADDRESS:

716 College Avenue
Racine, WI 53403

To receive our mid-week E-votional along with news about
what’s going on in the church, call/email the office
and ask to be added to the list!
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As we approach Holy Week, here is a
meditative reading to carry with you.

APRIL 2, 2017
GREETERS: Nancy Ritter, Jim Eastman
USHERS: Ben Neal, Bill Anderson, Tony Aiello, Jerry Ritter
PERK-N-POUR: Dave & Ginny Holle, Sharon Campbell, Brian
LITURGIST: Rev. Steve Fringer
CALENDAR
Sun., Apr. 2

OF

EVENTS

FOR THE

WEEK

9:30 a.m.

Wed., Apr. 5

APRIL 2, 2017

Worship and Communion

Mon., Apr. 3
Tues., Apr. 4

OF

Office Closed
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Office Open
9:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

-

1:00
1:00
7:00
7:15

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Office Open
Bible Study
Food Pantry
Lenten Taizé Service
Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Thurs., Apr. 6 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Office Open
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Food Pantry
Fri., Apr. 7

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Office Open
2:00 p.m.
Food Pantry Delivery

Please join us Sunday the 9th at 9:30 a.m. for worship
with Scripture reading from Matthew 21:1-11.
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Let Your God Love You
~Edwina Gateley

Be silent.
Be still.
Alone.
Empty
Before your God.
Say nothing.
Ask nothing.
Be silent.
Be still.
Let your God look upon you.
That is all.
God knows.
God understands.
God loves you
With an enormous love,
And only wants
To look upon you
With that love.
Quiet.
Still.
Be.
Let your GodLove you.
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Prayers for our church family—including Pam Simpson—who is
recovering from unexpected surgery, Bonnie Eastman, Evelyn
Vanderheyden, Don and Nancy Tobias, Lissy Blandford, Marlene
Wilson, Annette Anderson, Beth Elzinga, Peggy Taylor, Mary Lou
Hill, Evelyn Gayhart, Larry Cardwell, Maggie Seater, Lucille Von
Rotz—mother of Diane Lehmann, Mary Larscheidt—sister of
Carrie Massey, and the mothers of Elizabeth Tews and Nicole Higgs.
Special prayers at this difficult time for John & Patt Reitsma, as they
mourn the passing of John’s brother, Richard. Additionally, please
keep Doris Deschler (our financial secretary) and her husband,
Dick, in your prayers as they cope with the unexpected death of
Dick’s brother.
Prayers for our military—Captains Mary & Eddie Callahan, Andy
Loth, Lt. Col Jay Brooke, Nicholas Hansen, Christopher Hansen,
Jordan Smith, Scott Pence, Chad Lawrence, Kyle Sondergaard.
Prayers for our friends— Lt. Col. Matt Brooke—Army, Retired,
Jeff Erickson from the Caledonia Fire Dept., Rose Truckey-friend
of Pam Simpson and Karen Schneider-friend of Bill & Lissy Blandford.
Healing prayers for those who are going through rough times—
whether emotionally, physically or spiritually.
Also keep those in your thoughts and prayers who remain bright,
cheery and positive, although they may not have a comfortable
place to lay their heads or food to fill their bellies. And a special
prayer for all those who lend a helping hand to make the world a
brighter place for others.
On a personal note, thank you all so much for the prayers
for Alex (my nephew). We received word this week that he
is now cancer-free! Shelley—church secretary
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SUN., APR. 9, 9:30 A.M.
Palm Sunday Service
THURS., APR. 13, 6:30 P.M.
Maundy Thursday Service
FRI., APR. 14, 12:00 NOON - 3:00 P.M.
Tre Ore Service

Pastor Gillian is scheduled from 12:25 p.m. to 12:50 p.m.
(Holy Communion Lutheran Church)

6:30 p.m.
Good Friday Service
SUN. APR. 16, 9:30 A.M.
Easter Worship Service
5

Looking for a new job? We have a wonderful one right here at our
church. The pay is not so hot, but the rewards are worth every second you spend with the children, teens and adults who come to see
our beautiful church architecture, our quilt display, our Henry “Box”
Brown box and to hear the lore about the Underground Railroad
that was active when the church was built.
We will train you and give you all the information that you need to
thrill our visitors. We need a few more docents, especially in the
Spring. If you would like to help, please contact Linda Schubert,
linda.schubert@att.net or call 262.632.7537.

Please come in to see gorgeous things in the Cuba Benefit Art
Show. There is beautiful artwork by a variety of local artists, and
also Georgia Herrera's fabulous jewelry and colorful knit caps made
by one of her friends. Everything you spend goes 100% to our Cuba
Fund to present during our summer visit to Cuba. And we still have
more room for donations as this Art Show will continue until the
end of April. For more information, please contact Ellen Cardwell,
ERCardwell@aol.com or (262) 456-6336.

Make your voice heard about Racine’s future. First Presbyterian
Church has been invited to join other congregations for a visioning
session at Olympia Brown Unitarian Universalist Church (College
and 7th) on SUNDAY, APRIL 9, FROM 12:30-2:30 P.M.
The Visioning a Greater Racine organization is interested in hearing
the faith community’s ideas about this question: What do you think
Racine needs so that we will all love living here? The process allows
everyone to put down their ideas and hear others’ ideas as well.
The Visioning organization will sift ideas from all over the city and
come up with the top choices. To register, please call Janice Clum at
(262)-498-0065 or register on VGR Facebook:
www.facebook.com/pg/VisioningAGreaterRacine/events.
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Please welcome Pamala Handrow, Executive Director
of Bethany Apartments, who will be giving the Minute
for Mission at today’s worship service. Bethany Apartments is a program of Catherine Marian Housing,
Inc., which has been providing sanctuary and support
to homeless women and their children who have
experienced domestic violence for over 26 years.
Bethany's primary goal is to prepare women for
sustainable independence upon completion of the
program. Thank you for your generous donations to
Hand of Hope and please make sure to notice our net
in the Sanctuary and the growing number of fish
each week as your donations are received.
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