
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

“When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill, 
When the funds are low and the debts are high, 
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 

When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest, if you must – but don’t you quit.” 

 
This may be easy advice to offer, but not always easy to accept when you are going through the hard times of life.  
Giving up, throwing in the towel, quitting can, at times, be very tempting options to choose. Perhaps we face times  
of disappointment, broken trust, hopes shattered, dreams blown away and our faith dealt a devastating knock by  
circumstances beyond our control.  In these, and many more, circumstances, quitting is exactly what we feel like  
doing. 
 
When Jesus called the fishermen, the first disciples, he found them washing their nets. This is rather strange since, 
we are told, they had caught nothing. By washing their nets, the disciples were admitting defeat, they were giving up 
and quitting, tired of going out to fish and catching nothing. Into this situation of seeming despair, Jesus comes to 
the disciples and brings hope.  
 
First of all, Jesus asked to use their boat as a pulpit from which to preach to the waiting crowds, hungry for a word 
for their souls. Jesus took what the disciples had and put it to good use. Then Jesus speaks directly to the disciples, 
“Push the boat out further to the deep water, and you and your partners let down your nets for a catch.”  The  
disciples thought they had done everything in order to catch the fish, and failed. Now Jesus was telling them to  
try again, to not give up or give in. It was then, at their lowest ebb, that Jesus came and helped them. 
 
Only once the disciples had done everything they thought they could, and failed, they turned to Jesus for help and 
allowed him to take the lead. 
 
Perhaps we, too, are like the disciples. We rely on our own strength, our own wisdom, our abilities to face the  
demands of life and when life becomes too much we are tempted to quit. As people of faith, we need to learn to  
rely on Jesus and his teaching that God is with us and loves us, cares for us and enables us to keep going.  Confident 
in the promises of God to sustain us and walk with us, we face the future filled with hope and reassured that through 
us God can and will do great things, beyond our imagining.  
 
As we look to fall, the beginning of Sunday School, mission and outreach activities, feeding the hungry, caring for 
one another and for our community, let us be reminded of Paul’s words of encouragement to the people of Galatia –  

 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, 
whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”  

 
Blessings and peace, 

September 2016 
First News Monthly 



UPCOMING VISIT - CUBAN PASTORS 
 
On Tuesday September 6, 2016 Pastor Ary and his wife - Pastor Beidy will arrive in  
Racine, Wisconsin.  The Pastors are from our partnership church in Matanzas,  
Cuba.  The Pastors will spend a week in Wisconsin getting to know our members 
and learning more about our church.  We will also continue to discuss the many 
ways in which we may grow our partnership.  
  
In preparing travel arrangements and in attempts to communicate with the Cubans 
electronically there is little evidence of any easing of travel or communication with 
Cuba.  The promise of direct flights in and out of Cuba from the US may be avail-
able in the future, but not in time to fly the Cuban Pastors to Wisconsin.  The  
Cubans still do not enjoy the free flow of information and, therefore, it took nine 
days from the date that I sent a confirming e-mail to the Pastors with their flight  
information to receive a response.   After nine days, I began to panic a bit.  Then 
finally an e-mail confirming receipt of the flight information and a green light on 
travel to Racine was received. 
 
Imagine this lag in the free flow of information in the United States.  These circum-
stances are unheard of in the United States.   We have become so accustomed to 
immediate responses through our internet connections.   It is another opportunity 
for us to be gracious and thankful of all we have and all we can aspire to in growing 
our church and our mission work.   
 
The long awaited arrival of the Cuban Pastors is looming large as our church family 
makes plans for their stay in Racine.  We are hopeful that our church family will 
“roll out the red carpet” in anticipation of the arrival of the Cuban Pastors.  Please 
see the Cuba bulletin board for a tentative schedule of events.  Let Pastor Gillian 
know if you have a compelling activity or idea to share during the week the Cuban 
Pastors are in Racine.  The Mission committee would strongly urge church members 
to attend as many of the activities listed in the schedule as possible.   Your effort and 
involvement will make the Pastors feel welcome and allow you to learn more about 
their church life in Cuba.   
 
You’re invited to join our church service on Sunday, September 11 to celebrate the 
participation of Pastors Ary and Beidy in our service.   After the service, join us for a 
Church Potluck.   
 
Please join the Mission Committee in prayer and in activities to welcome our  
Cuban Pastors.  Thank you for your incredible generosity and your interest and  
concern for the safe arrival of the Cuban Pastors.  Please keep Pastor Ary and  
Pastor Beidy in your prayers as we continue to anticipate their safe passage to  
Racine and First Presbyterian church.   
 
If you can learn some simple words in Spanish, the Pastors would be most grateful.  
Gracias por todos.   
 
Georgia L. Herrera 
Member of the Mission Committee 
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 September Birthdays 
 

 2nd Lucy Bangs 
  Ann DePelecyn 
 5th Nikki Blanks 
 8th Timothy Taggart 
  Ian Wortley 
 11th Anna Lucareli 
 12th Debra Capener 
  Mary Lou Hill 
  Mary Ann Stahl 
 13th Michael Clobes 
 14th Larry Cardwell 
  Vivian Shufelt 
 15th Brooke DeLao 
 16th Taylor Moulds 
  Ian Olsen 
 18th Ellen  Easley 
  Jennifer Willing 
  Margaret Yale 
 19th Brian Carpenter 
22nd Meheret Johnston-Krase 
 23rd Jordanna Gastrow 
  Patt Reitsma 
 24th Daniel Ringwalt 
 25th Kathi Wilson 
 26th Curt Vollman 
 27th Randall Bush 
  David Nichols 
  Jordan Smith 
 28th Sydney Ford 
  Jessica Smith 
  Connie Wingate 
 29th Laurence Dickerson 
  Ben Johnston-Krase 
  Jason Smith 
 30th Lisa Sondergaard 



HISTORY CORNER 
 
Where can you see the top hat and  
silver tipped cane of the renowned  
architect of our church, Lucas Bradley?   
Excerpts from the 1891 letter written by early  
member and Underground Railroad participant,  
Sylvester Peck? Artifacts found in the  crawl space under 
the sanctuary?  Articles about our church ministers and 
music leaders?  This information can all be found in the 
Memorabilia/Stanton Room located on the east side of 
the building off of  the sanctuary.  
 

When Rev. Howard E Stanton, who served the church 
from September 1969 to September 1986, arrived here 
he quickly became aware of the rich history at First Pres-
byterian. He saw the need for a room where the history 
could  be documented and showcased.  
 

A Memorabilia Committee was formed on October 12, 
1973 consisting of Alice C. Jones - Chairwoman, John 
S. Rowland - Vice Chairman, and Frances C. Anderson 
- Secretary. 
 

Following much research, the first  
Memorabilia Room was opened and was 
located on the west side of the building. 

After the renovation of 1998 the Stanton 
Room was moved to its current location. 

Donations of historic items are always  
welcome to the Stanton Room and  

church archives.  
 

Does anyone have an old pew deed? 
 

Nancy Reeser 
Archive Committee  

 
 
 

CHAPEL ART SHOW & SALE 

 

Take a moment to stop by the chapel to view the oil 
paintings donated by the estate of artist Gerald Winser 
to benefit our Music & More program. Paintings are 
numbered and price list is available. Local delivery  
provided, if needed. Contact Georgia Hall for more 
information at 633-7251.  

 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

Call for Chancel Choir and ANYONE who would  
like to join!  The Chancel Choir will meet again on  
Thursday, September 8th, at 7:00 p.m. in preparation 
to sing in the services on 9/11 and 9/25. 

MUSIC & MORE 
 
The Music &More Season Finale concert Friday  
evening, August 19 was superb! A nearly full house  
of 293 people filled the pews at First Presbyterian 
Church and were entertained by Irish pianist/
composer Martin O'Leary, from Dublin, who  
performed American premieres of six contemporary 
Irish pieces. 
 
Kay Mahl presented the Mearl Mahl Youth Music  
Scholarship to singer and violinist Annli Nakayama. 
Checks for $1,800 each were presented to three  
community agencies. Pastor Gillian Weighton made 
those presentations with inspiring words about the 
importance of music to our common humanity. For 
23 years, the "More" component of Music & More 
has meant giving back to the community in the  
form of grants to non-profit agencies to support those 
in need.  
 
The second half of the evening belonged to Nick 
Barootian and three members of his vocal group, 
Belle Ensemble. They delighted the audience with 
light opera and Broadway show songs to a standing 
ovation. And topping off the evening, the Silent Art 
Auction of paintings donated by the estate of a local 
artist raised more than $600 to benefit the Music & 
More program. 
 
Bravo and thank you to everyone who contributed  
to the success of this exceptional season: sponsors,  
donors, concert attendees, M&M volunteers, and the  
52 musicians and two performing groups who shared 
their musical gifts with us during the summer series! 

 
 
 
 

A REQUEST FOR OUR ONLINE WEBSITES 
 

Please send any photos you may have taken at our 
events for inclusion on First Presbyterian’s Facebook 
page AND also for our new website we are preparing 
for launch! The new site is VERY VISUALLY driven 
—  so we need lots of photos.  If you could also in-
clude a short write-up explaining your event, the 
date/time, what the event was and maybe some high-
lights — that would be OUTSTANDING!  If you 
would please forward your photos to Pam Simpson at:  
pamlsimpson65@gmail.com, it will be appreciated.  
Check out our Facebook Page—and thank you! 

mailto:pamlsimpson65@gmail.com


 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 
 
 

VISITORS FROM CUBA 
 September 6 thru 13 - Pastor Ary & Pastor Beidy 
 

RALLY DAY 
 September 11 - Potluck and Presentation to  
 follow worship 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMENCES 
 September 18 at 10:15 a.m. 

 

HANDBELL SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 
 Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
 

MUSIC & MORE 2017 
 June 8—August 10 at noon on Thursdays.   
 Season Finale—Fri. the18 at  7:00 p.m.  

 
 
 

DEBORAH CIRCLE AND SENIOR GEMS 
 

During September, the women in Deborah Circle  
and Senior Gems are invited to any of the events for 
the Cuban Pastors visit during the week of Sept. 7-13.  
The schedule will be included in the bulletin. Please 
feel free to attend and give them a warm welcome to 
our church. 
  
Also, we will be featuring our mini-retreats during  
September and October at DeKoven Center, 601 21st 
Street, with discussions being led by Pastor Gillian and 
Georgia Hall.  We are in the process of developing 
plans for these as far as the topics, dates and times;  
be sure to watch for further details in your Sunday 
bulletins. These retreats were very popular events  
last year!  
  
Our appreciation goes to Mary and Bob Johnson for 
hosting the picnic in August and all who attended—
and to those who joined us for the Brewers game,  
especially Lissy Blandford, Nancy DeKraay and  
Anne Tredwell for driving.  It was a fun summer!  

Anniversaries 

 

September 6th Curt and Victoria Vollman 24 years 
September 8th David and Judy Rowland 60 years 
September 18th Paul Hable & Kim Plache 17 years 

 
 
 
 
 

Celebration of Marriage 

 

September 3rd Christopher Hansen & Maria Sinnett 

Parish Nurse Corner 

Laugh for the Health of It!  
 

Seven years ago, after attending a seminar on  
humor given by Lynda A. Markut L.S.W., I wrote 
an article (with Lynda’s permission) on laughter, 
based on her writings. Due to the 
stressful moments we are now living 
in and through, I believe Lynda’s 
words seem most appropriate, and 
hopefully, enlightening, to express 
again. 
 

There are many times throughout our life that we 
find ourselves HUMOR IMPAIRED. We fail to 
laugh at life. We start to take things very serious-
ly, we’re too busy to laugh, we have too much to 
think about. We think of what we have to do 
with the rest of our lives. That is when we start to 
suffer from SERIOSITY. 
 
If we continue without laughter for a period of 
time this could lead to DELIGHT DEFICIENCY 
DISORDER. This happens when we are so busy 
that we don’t have time to smile, chuckle or  
chortle. 

 
There are times when we have  
to face sad or difficult situa-
tions. It is normal to be sad at 
those times. Unfortunately, 
some people don’t allow 
themselves a break from the 

sadness and/or tragedy in life. It is said that 
laughter and sadness are back-to-back. The first 
sign of laughter after sadness or tragedy indicates 
we are beginning to heal. Humor helps us deal 
with life. 
 

Remember this: If you can control your laugh, 
you can control your life. Most of us go to our 
grave with our music still inside of us — let this 
not be you! 
 

It is my hope and prayer that you always have 
laughter for company along life’s path. 
 
God’s blessing, 
Peggy Taylor, RN, Parish Nurse 


