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Dear Friends, 
 
Some of you might be familiar with the name, Corrie ten Boom whose story is told in the book, “The  
Hiding Place.”  Her life was one of service to God even through the most dark and difficult times of life. 
She survived the horrors of a Nazi concentration camp and through those trying times maintained her 
faith and trust in God.  
 
Many have read and been inspired by her courage and her faith. However, she also had a nephew, 
Peter van Woerden, whose story is equally uplifting and inspiring. During the dark days of the Nazi  
occupation of his Dutch homeland, Peter transported Jewish children to safety. Under the cover of night, 
he took them from their homes in Haarlem to secret hiding places where they were safe from capture, 
and almost certain death. Sadly, Peter was arrested and spent many months in prison. After the war,  
Peter and his musical family travelled throughout Israel, singing and preaching about the love of God. 
While in Israel, Peter suffered a massive heart attack and was rushed to Haddash Hospital in Jerusalem. 
The doctor on call that day lovingly and skillfully treated Peter and saved his life. 
 
As Peter recuperated he enjoyed chatting with the doctor who saved him. In some of their conversations 
they began to share stories about the Holocaust. As they compared notes about where they were and 
what they were doing during those dark years, the doctor suddenly burst into tears. It became  
apparent that the doctor was one of the children whom Peter had been able to rescue from death. 
 
Now, years later, their paths had crossed and one of those whom Peter had saved, now had saved him. It 
is a true saying: “What goes around, comes around.” 
 
The stories of Peter and his Aunt Corrie are inspiring, for they are stories of courage and faith in the face 
of adversity. However, they are more than just stories. Their lives model for us a better way to live, for 
they model for us the kind of love that will one day save our world. Their love for others was founded  
on the love we see in Jesus, a love that transcends borders and boundaries. Their love, like the love of Je-
sus, made no distinction between race, creed, nationality nor religion. In Paul’s letter to the people  
of Galatia he writes:  
 

“For all are children of God through faith in Jesus Christ…...There is no longer Jew or Gentile,  
slave or free, male or female. For you are all one in Christ.” 

 
Knowing ourselves to be beloved children of God, let us model our lives on the life of Christ and the 
saints who have gone before us, breaking down the barriers that divide us and working for peace here on 
God’s wonderful earth. 
 
Blessings and peace, 

 

October 2016 
First News Monthly 
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Food Pantry Update 

 

It has been a very busy summer at the pantry.  We have also seen an 
increase in the size of the families we are serving.  As our numbers have 
increased, we have experienced shortages in some food items.  Your 
contributions of food and money allow us to make sure we can supple-
ment when we need too. We have purchased large quantities of peanut 
butter and soup in the last few months.   

 

We hope by designating one focus item per month, it  
makes it easier for you to shop for the pantry.  October’s  
designated food item is “Canned Meat Meals.”  This  
could include anything from corned beef hash to  
raviolis.  So when you’re out doing your own shopping,  
keep an eye open for sale items that will help out the food  
pantry. Please—no canned fish of any kind.   

 

As our families sizes increase, so does the size of the food to be pack-
aged.  Packing the food is a physically demanding job, so the more 
help we have to pack, the less work it is.  We still have a few shifts that 
are short of our goal of four volunteers.  If you are able, please consider 
volunteering one shift per month.   

 

We feel blessed to be receiving financial support from sources outside 
the Church.  We received $400 from the federal government to help  
cover the cost of the freezer we purchased this summer.  We were also 
selected to be the recipient of money from Welcome Wagon.  LuAnn 
and I will be speaking to the group in early October to tell them about 
our pantry. 

 

We had one of our donated chest freezers die this summer, but Gillian's  
request from the pulpit for a replacement was quickly answered.  Brad 
Stong donated another freezer that was filled the day after we plugged 
it in!  

 

We have been so fortunate to have the support 
all summer from the  Marquette Community 
Garden and Wild Root Market.  The  pantry has 
looked like a mini-farmers market, and our  
clients enjoy having a chance to pick out fresh 
produce.  We look forward to continuing this partnership. 

 

Finally, but most importantly, We have been marketing our Trunk ‘r’ 
Treat event throughout the summer.  Our neighbors and food pantry 
clients are very excited about being able to trick or treat so close to 
home.  Many have shared that they drive to other areas to provide a 
safe area for their children to trick or treat. 

 

We have promised a full parking lot—so be a part of this great oppor-
tunity to reach out to our neighborhood. 

 

Karin Roach 
Food Pantry Co-Chair 
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Upcoming Outreach Events 

 

Trunk ‘r’ Treat is a safe-
neighborhood Halloween  
Outreach event here at First 
Presbyterian Church—Sunday, 
October 30—2:00-4:00 p.m.  
We are asking members and 
friends to fill your trunk with  
candy, wear a costume if you 

would like, come to the parking lot by 1:30 p.m. 
and hand out candy to the children as they cele-
brate this fun time. We will have the parking lot 
decorated like a spooky alley - with hay bales and 
small pumpkins for kids to take home. If you can 
bring a carved pumpkin, we will line them on  
the outside brick wall.  A Halloween candy box in 
Ihrman Hall is available to donate candy, if you 
will not be able to participate.  We will be decorat-
ing the parking lot after church that day for those 
of you who would like to help create a spooky 
Halloween atmosphere!  

 
 

The 2nd Annual “Christmas Caroling in  
a Silo” will be held Sunday, December 11,  
5:00-6:00 p.m. in Raymond, WI.  This  
is  for people who love a Christmas  
adventure.  We will be singing carols  
in  a rural surrounding, the perfect  
acoustics of a silo.  Wear your warm mittens and 
boots as we sing our praises, enjoy great friend-
ship and then hot chocolate in the barn! 

 
 

The 2nd Annual “Christmas Coffee House” will be 
held on Saturday, December 17, 7:00-9:00 p.m. in 
Ihrman Hall. Come and enjoy the evening with 
First Pres members, bring a friend, an hors 
d’oeuvre or dessert to share and a bottle of wine if 
you wish.  We will provide 
hot chocolate, coffee, 
Christmas treats and a 
good ol’ fashion sing-a-
long. This year we will 
have a bit of folk dancing, 
the reading of a special 
Christmas Poem and some special surprises!   

 
Kathi Wilson 

Outreach Chairperson 

Upcoming Program 
 

Operation Christmas Child, 
also known as Operation  
Shoebox, will begin Sunday, 
October 2 and run through  
Sunday November 13.  One 
hundred shoeboxes  from  

Samaritan’s Purse International will be available 
following worship.  No need to struggle with find-
ing and wrapping your own boxes this year.  Gift 
suggestions and complete instructions will be in-
cluded with each box! 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

First Presbyterian’s Handbell 
Choir, under the direction  
of Nancy Buck, will perform 

sacred and secular music for First Friday at  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church from 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
on Friday, October 7.  All are invited. 

 
 

Facebook / Faithbook, a 
mini-retreat hosted by  
Deborah Circle,  will be held 
at the DeKoven Center— 

Taylor Hall on Tuesday, October 25 from 2:00- 
4:00 p.m.  Our topic will be “Making Meaningful 
Connections in a Digital World.”   All are invited 
to discussion group meetings—led by  Pastor 
Gillian and Georgia Hall.  Please bring a journal.  
RSVP to Ginny Holle (262.884.0230). 
 
 
Important Notice — In order to keep our First 
Presbyterian family safe and secure while provid-
ing peace of mind, we will be rekeying the church.  
If you require a key to the building, please contact 
us during office hours (i.e., Tuesday – Friday, 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) to provide your name, contact 
information and reason you are requesting a key.  
Session will  then  determine if you will  
be provided one.  Requests  should  
be made no later than Friday,  
October 7, 2016. 
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Books of the Bible Word Search 
 

All the words listed below the puzzle  are in it - left, right, 
up, down or diagonally.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts, Amos, Chronicles, Colossians, Corinthians, Daniel, 
Deuteronomy, Ecclesiastes, Ephesians, Ezekiel, Ezra,  
Galatians, Genesis, Habakkuk, Haggai, Hebrews, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Jonah, Jude, Lamentations, Leviticus, Mark, 
Matthew, Nehemiah, Obadiah, Philemon, Philippians, 
Proverbs, Revelation, Song of Songs, Zechariah,  
Zephaniah 
 
 

Too heavy?   
Too big? 

Too overwhelming?   
Too high? 

Help is available!   
 

We do yard work, painting, organizing, cleaning,  
computers and more  for a donation to the  

Summer Youth Mission Trips! 
 

It’s the perfect time to take care of that end-of 
-season yardwork you’ve been putting off. 

 Let the kids do the work for you! 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment  
contact Ben Neal at 262-497-6545  
or mail him at beneal@hotmail.com. 

Oct 3 David & Nicole Higgs 24 years 
Oct 8 E. William & Annette Anderson 61 years 
 Stephen & Pamela Simpson 50 years 
Oct 13 Warren & Nancy DeKraay 59 years 
 Adrianne Paffrath & Patricia Badger 2 years 
Oct 19 Brian & Kristie Carpenter 14 years 
 Todd & Jennifer Seversen 14 years 
Oct 20 Edward & Diane Lehmann 43 years 
Oct 21 Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 38 years 
Oct 22 David & Kristin Kraftzenk 11 years 

 
 

 4th Oliver Hopkins 
 5th Nancy Ritter 
  Gary Wingate 
 6th Amy Clobes 
 9th Juanita Clobes 
  David Titus 
 10th Sophia Higgs 
 15th Denise Park 
  Ryan Schaal 
 16th Alice Schaefer 
  Marlene Wilson 
 17th Eric Ringwalt 
 19th William Little 
  Jeremy Nitz 
 20th Cierra Baker 
  Blanche Gunderson 
 21st David Easley 
  Steven Hansen 
 24th Tricia Eifert 
  Nicholas Jakubowski 
  Andrea Nitz 
  Amy Yonker 
 25th Mary Lou Schuler 
 26th Katherine Wright 
  Steven Wright 
 27th Nicole Higgs 
 28th Jennifer Gleichauf 
  Ann Rose 
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Biblical Crossword Puzzle 

Across 

 

 8 Religious service 
 9 Vessel 
 10 Drive forcibly 
 11 Christ does this for us 
 12 Bethesda was the name of this 
 13 Servant of a prophet 
 16 One who leaves the straight and narrow path 

 
Down 

 

 1 Standard for the tribe of Judah 
 2 Brother of James; Hardy book 
 3 Choice by vote 
 4 Evening glow 
 5 All singing the tune 
 6 To reduce deficiency 
 7 Take no notice of 
 14 Look at 
 15 Alternative Revelation 
 19 Son of Jacob 
 20 The blind will 
 21 Regrets; serpent (anag) 
 23 Angels by another name 
 24 Decorates 
 28 Say it and you will be in danger of the council 
  29 Cleanse 

 
 

 
Autumn Recipe 

 

Cinnamon Apple Bread 

 

Ingredients: 
1 cup oil 
3 eggs 
2 cups sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 
3 cups apples, diced 
3 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans 

  

Directions: 
Combine and set aside the oil, eggs, sugar  
and vanilla. Sift flour, cinnamon, baking soda 
and salt. Add dry ingredients to oil mixture 
gradually. Add apples and nuts. Bake in two 
regular loaf pans for 1-1/2 hours at 300°F or  
until toothpick comes out clean.  Cool in pan 
for 10 minutes. 

 

Optional:  Before baking, sprinkle with cinnamon 
and sugar 
 

A New Face 
 

If you haven’t been in 
the office lately, we 
probably haven’t met.  
But that doesn’t mean 
I’m not here for you.   

 

I’m Shelley—the “new” 
church secretary.  My 
hours are  typically 
Tuesday thru  Friday 
from 9am to 1pm.    

To reach me, call 262.632.1686 or email:  
office@firstpresracine.org.  I look forward 
to meeting and/or assisting you! 
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Food Pantry Volunteers—
Revised 

 

1st Wednesday—4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 Elaine Jacobson 
 Pam Wortley 
 Ken Schacht 
 

2nd Wednesday—4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 Nancy Reeser 
 John  Brooke 
 Linnea Brooke 
 Deb Yale 

3rd Wednesday—4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 Mac MacCaughey 
 Marilyn MacCaughey 
 Kate Gleason 
 Julia Reeser 

 

4th Wednesday—4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 Pat Holub 
 Randy Holub 
 Linda Schubert 
 Jenny Humphreys 
 Megan Humphreys 

 

1st Thursday—1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Denise Park 
 Vi Shufelt 
 Barb Armstrong 

 

2nd Thursday—1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Steve Simpson 
 Pam Simpson 
 Julie Nigh 
 Denise Harris 

 

3rd Thursday—1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Martha Fusco 
 Judy Rowland 
 Myrna Kryger 

 

4th Thursday—1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Ginny Holle 
 Bev Eifert 
 Nancy Hennessey 
 Mary Ringwalt 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

Mission Committee 

 

This church year has started out with a wonderful visit 
from the pastors, Ari and Beidy, from our partnership 
church in Cuba. They seemed to enjoy their visit with us 
as much as many of us enjoyed getting to know them. I 
especially want to thank Georgia Herrera who worked 
very hard to bring them here to meet us, with all the 
challenges of traveling from Cuba. I also would like to 
thank all the members of the Mission Committee and 
countless others in our congregation who helped to 
make the visit a success from housing the pastors to  
organizing tours and activities. 
 
Our next event is the Alternative Christmas Market so 
mark your calendars for Sunday, December 4 in Ihrman 
Hall immediately after worship. Plan to do some of your 
Christmas shopping to benefit some worthy local or-
ganizations. You will be hearing more about this later as 
we get closer to the date. 
 
Our other events include the Chili Cook Off on Sunday,  
January 29 and the Cuban Sandwich Sunday on Sunday, 
March 5 which will both benefit our Cuba partnership. 
We look forward to continuing to strengthen our bond 
with this church, their pastors and congregation. 
 
We will soon be starting to  
plan our Mission trip to  
Cuba this coming spring or  
summer. It takes some time to make all the  
travel arrangements so be on the lookout for meeting 
dates for any of you who may be interested in being 
part of the Mission trip. 
 
Our last event is the Hand of Hope and One Great Hour 
of Sharing. We will be collecting monies for three  
worthy local organizations and the One Great Hour  
of Sharing during the month of April. We will keep  
you posted later with more information. 
 
As you can see, the Mission Committee has been busy 
planning events for the coming year. If anyone would 
like to join our committee, we are always looking for 
new members and would love to hear your ideas! 
 

Martha Fusco, Mission Committee Chair 
and the Mission Committee 
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Crossword Puzzle Answers 

Food Pantry Volunteers—Revised 

(continued) 

 
 

Food Receiving Crew 
 Steve Bernstein 
 John Brooke 
 Deb Yale 
 Bob Franks 
 Kerry Franks 
 Ben Neal 
 Tony Aiello 
 

Other 
 Bill Anderson 
 Amanda Hansen 
 Jerry Ritter 
 Nancy Ritter 
 

Subs 
 Beth Shelton (Thursday sub) 
 Catherine Neal (back-up evening shifts) 
 Nancy Moore 
 Tony Aiello 
 
 
 

Taizé  
 

A 45-minute Taizé-style service will be held on Thursday, 
November 17, in the sanctuary. Taizé (pronounced 
“Tezzay”) provides an opportunity to gather in a contem-
plative, prayerful setting.  Candlelight, simple songs, and a 
period of silence all contribute to a time to reflect and to 
open oneself to God. 

 

Using meditative singing and silence as 
a method of prayer, the service draws  
on the style used by an ecumenical  
community in Taizé, France, a  
community committed to  
promoting and praying for  
reconciliation, peace, unity,  
and healing throughout the world. 

 

Pastor Gillian will lead the service. Music will be provided 
by soprano Ami Bouterse, pianist Alejandro Alumbreros, 
Dave Zapp, and Max Feiler. A freewill offering will be  
accepted. All are welcome!  

Handbell Choir Practice 
 

Wednesday, October 5 — 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 12 — No Practice 

Wednesday, October 19 — 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 26 — 7:00 p.m. 
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Parish Nurse Corner 
 
“If I Had Diabetes, Would I Know It?” 
 
Diabetes is a condition in which your body has  
difficulty using sugar called glucose for energy.  
As a result, the sugar level in your blood becomes 
too high. Diabetes is a chronic (lifelong) condition.  
If left untreated, it can result in major health con-
cerns with your eyes, kidneys, nerves, feet, as well 
as affect your heart and blood vessels.  
  
What Puts Me at Risk? 
 A family history of diabetes 
 Being overweight 
 Not enough physical activity 
 Being over the age of 40 
 Having had gestational diabetes (diabetes   

present during pregnancy) 
  
Signs of Diabetes Include: 
 Do you feel tired all the time? 
 Do you urinate often? 
 Do you feel thirsty or hungry all the time? 
 Do you lose weight for no reason? 
 Do cuts or bruises heal slowly? 
 Do you experience numbness or tingling in 

your fingers or toes? 
  
Have you said “yes” to any of these questions? If  
so, see your healthcare provider. Consider keeping  
a journal or notebook handy. Write these signs 
down to keep track of how often you notice them 
occurring. This will be valuable information when 
you visit your doctor.  
  
Being aware of the signs of diabetes and the  
risk factors are key. Awareness is the first step  
to understanding, and understanding is the  
precursor to action. Diabetes can be managed  
and controlled.  
  
Please make an appointment to visit your doctor 
if you have any of the signs or risks listed above. 
  
May God grant you the blessing of good health,  
 

Peggy Taylor, RN, Parish Nurse 

The History Nook 
 

Did you know that the only actor to win both an  
Academy Award and Tony Award for acting 
twice was born and raised in Racine? He attend-
ed First Presbyterian with his parents. He served 
as an usher  on June 16, 1915 as stated in the 
church bulletin on display in the Stanton Room.  

 
His name was Fred Bickel 
then, later changed to 
Fredric March 1897-1975.  
He took the name March 
from his mother Cora's 
maiden name Marcher. 
Fredric March became a  
distinguished actor. He  
was one of Hollywood's 
most celebrated, versatile 
stars of the 1930's and 

1940's and he worshipped here with his family in 
pew number 55.  His boyhood home still stands at 
1635 College Avenue. 
 
His father John F. Bickel was ordained an elder  
at First Presbyterian on January 3, 1892. John  
was recognized by the Milwaukee Presbytery  
on May 13, 1940 as the longest standing elder  
in our Presbytery. Fredric March received the 
Academy Award for Best Actor for “Dr. Jekyll  
and Mr. Hyde” in 1931 and for “The Best Years of 
Our Lives” in 1946. He also received the Tony 
Award for Best Actor in a play for “Years Ago”-

1947 and “Long Days Journey 
Into Night”-1956.  

 

Nancy Reeser 
Archive Committee 

 
 

Fredric March  with Harold 
Russell and Dana Andrews 
—”Best Years of Our Lives”. 

Fredric March  
US Army—artillery 
lieutenant. 


